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B O O K XI. 
HILE the tranfadions that have been book 

XI 

related paiTed in Zealand^ the fame y -^ ' _f 
{pint of revolt, by which the people of that t^I^^;©!! 
province were aftuated, made rapid progrefs of Holland, 
in Tome of the other provinces. The inhabit- 
ants of Enchuyfen were the firft in North 
Holland who had the courage to plant the ftand- 
ard of liberty upon their walls; and thofe of 
Medinblinc, Edam, Purmerend, f^d ; ot^e:^ . , 
towns, quickly followed the examplcl'-'Iri-ibm©; . / ^:^. 
of thefc places, part of the people werefaverfe ^ / 
to this revolution i but thefe were fevj xHnir ; 
pared with their opponents, and wcre^ ^blig^d : ; 
Vpl.il B cither 
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^ ^XL ^ ^^A^r to yield to the majority, or to fecurc 
Ui^ y -j themfclves by flight from their refcntmcnt. 

The fame meafures were purfued, at the 
fame time, in the fouthern parts of the pro- 
vince. That flame which had been kindled 
fome time before, burft out at once in a thou- 
fand diflfefcnt places* And in a few months, 
. Leyden, Gouda, Dort, Haerlem, and all the 
crther towns in Holland, Amfterdam except- 
ed, had openly declared againft the Spaniards, 
and avowed their refolution to acknowJedge no 
other authority in future^ but that of the 
prince of Orange, and the States. The fame 
refolution was formed in fevcral of the cities 
of Overyflcl, Fricfland, and Utrecht. 

This revolution, fo favourable to William's 
views, was not a little promoted by intrigues, 
which, although he himfelf was abfent, were 
carried on in his name, and by his authority. 
In lettei:s to the principal inhabitants he had 
allured them to his intereft, by flattering them 
with the hopes of having all their privileges 
fecurc^;.^ enjoying full freedom to exercifc 
\V-V::'^VtficT?*r^^|gfcn, whether protefl:ant, or catholic i 
•'•• • *'* SPA^l'^i'^g ^^^ ever delivered from .that op- 
..jJriiJH^'bad of taxes with which they had been 
:x)V(SmHpIaied. In order to enforce thefe cx- 
* hortations, he font his agents^ throughout the 

provinces! 
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provmccsi and moft of thefe were perfons ^ 9^!^ ^ 
cither of great addrcfs, or of great authority ^— y— ^ 
and influence among the people*. '^^** 

William's military preparations were at HUmOi- 
this time far advanced^ and he hoped foon to ncicmr. 
begin his march, with the probability of a more 
profperous ifluc than had attended his former 
expedition. He had already colledted a for- 
midable army of well-difciplined forces. Conr 
Cderable fums had been tranfmitted to him by 
the friends of bis caufej and th* ftrongeft af- 
furances had been given him, that fome of the 
principal cities in the fouthern provinces 
would ope^n their gates to receive him. But no 
circumftance contributed rfiore to infpire him 
with a confidence of fuccefs, than the new 
meafures which, a little before the preftnt pe- 
riod, had been embraced by the court of 
France. 



of France. 



In the bloody conteft which had fubfifted The atfairt 
for fcvcral ycfrs between the catholics and pro- 

a In Holland^ the revolution was chiefly owing to the 
a£livity of Sonoy, whom the prifice had fent thither as go- 
vernor fabMtute, till he himfelf ihould arrive : and in 
Guelderl^nd, Utrecht^ and Frieflsid, to the coant of 
Berg, a nobleman of intereil in thofe parts, who was mar- 
ried to William's filler, and a€ted [n ^vay thing by his di» 
j^etton. 

B a tpftants 
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4 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

• ^ ^ tcftants in that kingdom, the former had gc- 
fa^v'-— ^ ncrally been viftorious. But the latter, roufcd 
^^^^ by their leaders, aided by foreign powers, ani- 
mated by zeal for their religion, and inflamed 
with rcfcntment on account of the cruel perfe- 
^utions which had been excrcifed againft them, 
continued to make fuch vigorous efforts, as 
created in their enemies the moft alarming ap- 
prehenfions with regard to the iffue of the war. 
The court had, at different times, offered them 
advantageous terms of accommodation; and 
peace had oftener dian once been eftablifhcd 
between the contending parties. But their 
pretenfions, their interefts, and their religious, 
principles, were incompatible i and they re- 
mained quiet only till they were in a condition 
to renew hoftilities* The court never had 
more reafon to entertain hopes of being able to 
extirpate their opponents, than towards the end 
of the year one thoufand five hundred and 
fixty-nine. Their brave and aftive leader^ the 
prince of Conde, had been killed in the batdc 
of Jarnac ; they had afterwards received a dread- 
ful overthrow in the battle of Moncontour ; and 
the admiral Coligni, with the young princeft 
,pf Bourbon, had been obliged to retire, with 
» the feeble remains of their fhattered army, to 
the mountains of Gafcony and Languedoc. 
There, however, they exerted themfelves ftrc- 
nuoufly in making preparations for trying once 

more 



Digitized by 



Google 



PHILIP IL KING OF SPAlJl. $ 

more the fortune of war; and in a few months, * 9^ * 
they drew together a force fufficient to enable ^'"v*^ 
them to leave their retreat, ^d to enter the *^^ 
lifts againil the royal army. 

When intelligence of this was brought to ^J^'JJ* 
the Queen-mother, who cxercifcd at that timi againft ^ 

^"^ toroteitaoiti* 

an unlimited authority in the government, Ihc 
was equally .exafperatcd and alarmed; and 
flic rcibhred to employ other means than open 
force to be avenged upon her enemies. She 
communicated her plan only to the king, the 
duke of Anjou, the cardinal of Lorrain, the 
duke of Guife, and Alberto Gondi, count of 
Retz; who all engaged to maintam the moft 
Inviolable fccrecy. Time only brought to light 
their dark defign. The proteftants, they now. 
believed, were not to be overcome by the force 
of arms; and.it was refolvcd to have rccourfe 
to fraud and circumvention. 

In purfuance of this plan, a new treaty with 
the princes of Navarre and the adniiral was fct 
on foot, andfoon afterwards concluded at St 
Germains. By this treaty, the proteftants re- 
ceived a free pardon of all their paft offences, 
with liberty to make public profcflion of the re- 
formed religion ; and the princes and admiral 
were allowed, for their fecurity, to retain pof- 
fcffion of Rochelle, Cognoc, La Charitc, or 
B 3 Mont- 



Digitized by 



Google 



.«57»- 
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Montauban^ on cond^tion^ that if the articles 
of the peace were obferved, thefe places fhould 
be delivered to the king within the Ipace of two 
years from the date of the prcfcnt pacification. 

The proteftant leaders entertained the iame 
diftruft of the fincerity of the king and queqp* 
mother in this, as in all their former negocia- 
tions. They were ftill afraid of putting them- 
felves in their power, and remained at ^ diflance 
from court, in the places of ftrength which had 
been affigned therti. In order to remove their 
fufpicions, every fpccies of artifice was employ* 
. ed. All the articles of the peace were pundual* 
ly fulfilled. Stria orders were iffued to allow 
the protcftants in all places to celebrate openly 
their religious affcmblics; and in all the dif- 
ptites which happened between the catholics 
and them, the latter were treated with indul* 
gence, while the former had, on many occa* 
fions, rcafon to complain of injuftice or fc ve- 
rity. Charles -embraced every opportunity to 
cxprefs the pleafure which he now enjoyed, in 
having reftored tranquillity to his kingdom i 
and even when none but zealous catholics were 
prefent, he often, declared how unalterably fix- 
ed his purpofe was, to perform, with ftridt fide- 
lity, his engagements with the proteftancs. - He 
had Efficiently experienced the folly of attempt- 
ing to fwbdue men's confcienccs by forces and 

no 
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jno confideration would make him return to his ^ ^^ ^ 
fonner unhappy meafures; which he had found 1 .^yii.,,^^ 
to be no lefs incfFcdlual for accompliftiing the M7»« 
end intended, than they were deftruftive of his 
own repofe, and pernicious to" his fubjefts. 
All his counfellors> except thofe who were 
partners in the bloody fecrct, believed him to 
he fincere j and, by the accounts which they 
give of his difcourfe, added to the difpleafure 
which they cxpreffed at his change of conduft, 
they contributed to complete the delufion of 
the proteftants. The admiral, however, ftill 
retained his wonted difiidence; and when urged 
by the king /to come to court, and receive in 
perfon every proof that could be given him lof 
fincere attachment, he declared, that it was 
impoffible for him to think himfelf fecurc, 
where his mortal enemies of the family of Guifc 
were poffeflcd of fo much power. 

To have " gratified the admiral by fo great a 
conceffion as the immediate removal of the 
Guifes, Charles knew would have had a fuipi- 
cious afpeft J and therefore he went no further 
at this time, than to ailure him that his fears 
were groundlcfs, and that his enemies were not 
matters as formerly. But foon after the duke 
of Guife and his brother left the court, feem- 
ingly much difguftcd with the meafures which 
were there purfiicd. At the fame time, other 
B 4 means 
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means of delufion were employed, more likely 
to produce the defircd effcft. Charles offered 
his lifter in marriage to the king of Navarre ; 
and an ambalTador was fenc to England, to 
negociate a match between the duke of Anjou 
and queen Elizabeth, But of all the inftruments 
of deceit which he employed, there was none 
more efficacious, than the declaration which he 
made of his refolution to enter into war with 
the king of Spain. Philip had refufed, he faid, 
to grant him reparation for certain injuries, 
which his fubjcfts had received from the Spa- 
niards in America ; and he was determined to 
take vengeance on that prince, by invading his 
dominions in the Netherlands. He offered the 
command of the army, which he talked of 
fending thither, to the' admiral, and afTured 
him that he would be entirely governed by his 
counfels, and thofe of the prince of Orange 
and count Lewis, in carrying on the war. 

No propofal could be better calculated than 
this to blind the admiral's penetration. Con- 
fcious of fuperior military talents, he was na- 
turally fond of war i fincere in his profefTion of 
the reformed religion, he was zealous to pro-* 
pagate and defend it ; and he was ftrongly at- 
tached by fympathy of manners, as well as re- 
ligious principles, to the princes of Naflau. 
C^unt Lewis was with him at Rochelfc, whin 

the 
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die propofal Was delivered, and he contributed ^ 9^ ^ 
not a little to banifh from his mind the remains ^ -»■ ^ 
of thofe fufpicions, which he ftill retained for ***^' 
tht king's fincerity. Soon afterwards they , 

both ict out for Paris, where they were receiv- 
ed and treated with fo much efteem and con* 
fidence, as gave the admiral a full Gorivi^ftion . 
diat the fentiments both of the king and the 
queen-naother were in reality what they feemcd. 

Charles thought it neceflary for his pur- 
pofe to wear the malk for fomc time longer i 
and as he found , that nothing had fcrvcd fo ef-^ 
feftually to lull the admiral's fufpicions as this 
laft device, he afFefted to be extremely folicit* 
ous about making preparations for the wan 
and in the mean time defired count Lewis to 
repair to the frontiers of the Netherlands, to 
communicate his defign to the malecontents, 
and to hold them in readinefs for the admiral's 
arrival with the troops. There was nothing 
farther from his intention than to begin hoftili- 
ries. But no fooner were the Huguenots in- 
formed of the defign on which count Lewis had 
fct out, than great nupibers of them, prompt- 
ed by their religious zeal, and by the reftlcfa 
military fpirit of the age, flocked after him^ 
ind offered to aflift him in any^enterprife he 
ihould undertake,. 

Lewis 
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BOOK Lewis was himfclf of too aftive a temper to 
w-^^-ii fuffcr them to remain long without employ- 
^^^^ ment. It was of the utmoft confcquence, he 
knew, towards the fucccfs of that expedition 
on which his brother was about to enter, as 
well as of the French invafion of the Nether- 
lands, to acquire poffeffion early of fome for- 
tified town. in the frontier provinces. With 
this view he had maintained a fccret corrc- 
Ipondence with fome of the inhabitants of 
Mons 5 and he made himfelf niafter of that 
important city by the following ftratagcm : 

Having left the confines of France, he arriv- 
ed in the evening with five hundred horfe and a 
thoufand mufquetcers at a wood in die neigh- 
bourhood of Mons, whence he fent forward 
ten or twelve of his foldiers, whom he feledted 
on account of their fuperior addrefs and refolu- 
tion. They entered Mons in the evening, and 
lodged together in the fame inn. They gave 
out that they were dealers in wines informed 
their hoft, that their fervants were bringing a 
quantity of that liquor, and inquired at what 
hour the gate of the city, by wliich it was to 
be brought in, would be opened. They were 
told, that, for a fmall reward, the keeper 
WQuJd open it at any timej and early next 
jnorning, having bribed the keeper to open 

^ it, 
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,it, they fcized upon the keys, and difpcrfcd ^ ^ * 
tbe guards. Count Lewls> who was at hand c^^^v-^. 
with a hundred horfe, immediately riiflied in, '^^* 
and having taken pofleffion of the gate, with a 
part of his troops, he traverfcd the principal 
ilreets of the city with the reft, and proclaim- 
ed to the inhabitants, that he was not come as 
an enemy, but as a friend; and that the prince 
of Orange was approaching with a powerful 
army, to aflcrt their liberty, and to deliver 
them from all thofe opprcflive taxes which 
had been impofed upon them by the duke 
of Alva. 

AtL the citizens ftill remained within their 
houfes, e^tcept a few who were privy to his dc- 
fign; but he began to grow uneafy when he 
reflcfted on the fmall number of men that were 
with him, and to wonder that the reft of his 
troops were not come forward. It was to no 
purpofe, he knew, to attempt keeping poflef- 
fion of fo great a town with fo fmall a force. 
He rode out therefore as faft as he could to- 
wards the place where he had left his troops, 
who had loft their way, and were wandering in 
the -wood. He conduftcd them immediately 
to the city -, not without anixety, left he Ihould 
find the gate ftiut againft him on his return. 
But fuch was the confternation of the citizens, 
^d their ignorance of what had paflcd, that 

none 
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nbnc of them had ventured to ftir without their 
houfes^ The gate was ftili open, and every 
^*'^** thing in the town as quiet and motionlefs as 
when he left it. He then placed his guards at 
the Icvcral gates, and on the ramparts; and 
calling the magiftratcs together, explained to 
them hjs own, and his brother's dcfigns ; giv- 
ing them the ftrongeft aflurances that no vio* 
knee fhoidd be committed by his foldiers. Af- 
ter which he commanded fuch of the citizens as 
he could not truft, to deliver up. their arms; 
and ordered all of them to proceed as formerly 
in the purfuit of their cuftomary occupations. 
His troops did not amount to more than fifteen 
hundred men ; but he foon acquired a much 
greater force by the acceffion of many pro- 
teftants, who haftcned to his affiftance from 
Picardy and Champaign **. 

The lofs of MonsafFeftcd the duke of Alva 
in the moft fenfible manner ; and it gave him 
the greater uneafinefs and concern, as it was 
altogether unexpefted. Being no ftranger to 
count Lewis's enterprifing genius, he had kept 
ah anxious eye upon all his mouons, during 
his abode in France ; efpecially after the peace 
of St. Germains, and the kind reception he 

* Bentivoglio, p. 95. Meurfii Auriacus, p. ^9. Meteren» 
r- PS- 
had 
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had met with from the king. The lateft ac- 
dount which he had received of him from his 
(pics at Paris was, that he was playing at '^'•* 
tennis i by which piece of intelligence, they 
meant to infinuate that he was more attentive 
to amufement, than to any ierious pyrluit^ 
When the duke therefore was informed of his 
foccefs at Mons, he difcovered the utmoft im- 
patience and chagrin. In the rage which k 
excited in him, throwing down his hat, and 
trampling upon it, " I have been deceived, he 
cried, by a Tufcan woman (meaning Cathe- 
rine of Mcdicis), but ere long, inftead of Tuf- 
can lilies flic fliall feel the fmart of Spanilb 
thorns.'* 

Hrs vexation was much increafcd by hts 
knowledge of the great importance of the 
place which he had loft. He confidered that 
Mons was not only the capital. of the province 
of Hainauk, but one of the largeft and moft 
Jjopulous cities in the Low-Countries; that, 
being fituated in a marfhy foil, it might eafily 
be rendered impregnable j that although it wa$ 
not in the line of the barrier towns, yet it was 
removed at fo fmall a diftance from the froiu 
tier, that the poflcflion of it muft gready feci- 
litate the entrance of foreign troops into the 
provinces; and that either the French king, 

whofc 
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B o o. K whofc con^uft had for fomc tim? paft had Co 
len■^^'^^p> hoftile an appearance^ or the prince of Orange^ 
'*'*• could eafily furnifti it with fupplie^ 

, These confiderations made him refolye to 
attempt the recovery of it without delay -, but 
while he was making the preparations ncceflary 
for this purpofc, he received intelligence of 
the revolution in Holland; and at the fame 
time was informed, that the prince of Orange^ 
having already collefted a numerous army, was 
about to begin his march. Alva, far from 
Ihrinking at the view of fo. many impending 
dangers, exfrted himfelf with^grcat aftivity 
and vigour 4o repel them. He carried on his 
levies with the utmoft diligence, and in a very.^ 
Ihort time found himfelf pofleffed of between 
five and fix thoufand German horfe and 
eighteen thoufand foot of the fame nations be- 
fides fifty companies of Spaniards, and one 
hundred and fifty of Walloons, and other na- 
tives of the Netherlands. He would gladly 
have fcnt a part of thefc forces to recover; the 
revolted ^ciries in the maritime provinces, ^and 
the reft to the fiege of Mons y but when he re- . 
fieded on the difficulty which he muft en- 
, counter in either of thefe two enterprifes, he 
apprehended that his ^rmy, numerous as it was, 
could not with fafety be divided., He ra- 

folvcd 
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fblvcd therefore to employ it, whole and en- ^ 9^^ ^ 
tire^ againfl his enemies on one hand of himj Vi^i-^- ^ 
before he ftioiild turn it to the other* '^^** 

Still, however, he remained in gfeat per- 
plexity, finding it difficult to determine whether 
it was moft expedient to begin with the fiegc 
of Mons, or the recovery of thei maritime pro* 
vinces. And to affift ,him in deciding this im- 
poptant queftion, he called a council of his 
prixKipal officers ; when the marquis of Vitclli, 
one of the firft in rank, as well as in military 
merit, advifcd him earneftly to begin with the 
latter, and fupportcd his opinion by obferving, 
" That although the interior provinces wert 
liable to be invaded from the fide of France or 
Germany, yet it would not be difficult to re- 
cover whatever cities fhould be loft in thofe 
provinces, as the inhabitants were in general 
more loyal than thofe of Holland and ^ealand» 
and much lefs infcded with the fpirit of inno- 
vation in religion. That the Huguenots un- 
der count Lewis were deftitute of means to 
fiipport themielves, and muft foon be diiperf- 
ed; for he could not be perfuaded that the 
French king, who had hitherto (hewn fo much 
zeal for the true religion, would ever debafe 
himielf fo far, as to favour the attempts of his 
febellious liibjefts to fubvert it. The German 
forces under the prince of Orange, undifciplixv- 

e4 
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* ^1^ ^ cdand tumultuary, were aftuatcd in their pre- 
^^- ^ ^mj (ent warfare, by no other motives but thofe of 
**'^ pay and plunder. And if they were di&p* 
pointed in their expeftation of thefe> there was 
tittle ground to doubt that they would choofe 
rather to return home, after taking vengeance 
en their leaders, than expofe themfelves to the 
fatigue and danger of befieging towns and for^- 
trefles. " We may therefore, without anxiety,*' 
continued he, " put off the fiege of Mons, and 
the defence of the inland frontier, till a more 
convenient feafon fhall arrive. But the ftate of 
the maritime provinces admits not of the Icaft 
delay. The people there are univerfally infe£b- 
cd with hercfy. They have conceived a de- 
gree of phrenzy, and indulged themfelves in 
the moft extravagant exccfles. againft the 
church and the king. Their fituation, ftrong 
^by nature, will foon be rendered impregnable. 
•Every paflage of a river and canal will requixsc 
-an army to force it> and every fiege, a cam- 
paign to ifinilh it. By the fea, and by. tte 
rivers, they can be always richly fiimiQied 
•with pro vi (ions 5 they can every hour receive 
•fuccour from France, Germany^ or England > 
and will be able, by their naval force, to pre- 
vent the king's army from receiving fupplies 
from Spain. It is there too, the prince of 
/Orange, for many years, was governor. There 
he poffeffes feveral large eftatesj and he has 
I formed 
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formed there numerous and clofe connexions ^ 9^'^ ^ 
with perfons of the greateft influence in the 
country. As it was in thefc provinces he firft 
crcftcd the ftandard of rebellion; it is iii them 
he intends to fix the feat of that ufurped do- 
minion which he is fo ambitious to maintam. 
Let us attack our enemy firft in his ftrong 
hold; and when we have driven him from 
thence, we fhall find it much eafier to pre- 
veht him from eftablilhing himfelf m any other . 
quarter/' 

Such were the rcafons whiqh Vitelli gave 
for advifing the duke of Alva to poftpone the 
fiege of Mons^ and, if his advice had been 
followed, it is probable that the republic of 
the United l^rovinces would never have been 
formed. The people had not yet h^ t?nie to 
put the dties into a proper ftate of defence, and 
they could not have long refifted fb great a 
force as the duke of Alva might have employ- 
ed to fubdue them. Amfterdam and Middle- 
burg were ftill unihaken in their allegiance. 
With the fliips bebnging to thefc two wealthy 
cides, and thofe which he would have received 
from Spain, a fleet might have been equipped 
fuperior to that of the protcftants ; who muft 
have been foon reduced to the neceflity of fub- 
mitting to whatever terms Philip might have 
tiiought fit to injpofe. 

Vol.. 11. C No 
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No fuch pernicious confequcnccs as thofe 
which were foretold by Vitelli, could have fol- 
*^^* lowed from allowing th? enemy to remain for 
focnc time in pofftflion of Mons j nor even from 
the conqueA which the prince of Orange TOghc 
have made of other fJaces. In an open coun- 
try, fuch as the ^laterior provinces, tne fate of 
towns mtift depend ^entirely on the number and 
difcipline of the armies employed to attack or 
defend them i and in. both thefc refpie<9:s,- the 
duke of Alva had reafon to believe that he 
would be at all times able to maintain his fupc- 
riprityj efpecially if, by firft reducii^ ithe ma- 
ritime provinces, he could keep open h^ com- 
munication by fea wi^h^Spain. ^ 

B^T i£ is infinitely leafier for men to juc^ 
conccrmng ipAttcrs of fuch nice <ielihtrwioo, 
after tjie' evaot has happened, than \iibcsn: jthcy 
arc about to enter upon a6tioa. It aught t© be 
co^fidered, that Alva had not yet experienced 
the difficulties attending the ficge of towns, 
fituai^d in a country fo-much interfered 'byiiic 
fea^ Ly rivers and canals, as. dae maritoiie 
provinces i and could not forefcc thofe .aniasing 
exertions which the people made, firft in tiicir 
preparations for war, and afterwards in~ the de- 
fence of their cities when attacked - He had 
likewift reafon to entertain fufpicions of the 
hoftile intentions of the French king. He 
3 ' dreaded 
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dreaded the havoc which would be made by .? 
the army of the prince of Orange, in the richer 
;uk1 more fertile provinces} and thought it ^^7*' 
would bring an indelible ilain upon his honour, 
if he di4 not endeavour to prevent it, Befides 
thefc -.motives, it is not improbable, confidert 
ing.thc natural violence pf his temper, that he 
ifvas in fome degree influenced, in the refolu- 
tion which he formed, by his perfonal jealoufy 
of tbe-priRce of Orange, and his defirc of dif- 
;ippointing a fecond time the attempts of one 
who ha^ forjperly rivalled lum in the favour of 
Jii$ piii^e. 

Wh^tevbh wcDe his motives, hercfolvcdto Thcfiegctf 
begin li}s operations with the fiege of Mbnss ^"'' 
and to delay the redudtton of Holland till -he 
Ihould diiengage himfelf from his enemies on 
the ibudieni £T>ntier. In order to increafe the 
number of his forces, he commanded the gairi- 
ions of Rotterdam and Delflhaven, the only 
towns in Holland in which he had any garrifons 
left, to join him; and immediately fent off his 
fon Frederic de Toledo, accompanied by Nolr- 
carmes and VitelH, with a part of the troops, to 

form the blockade of Mons. 

» 

The inhabitants of that city, though fulpi- 

cious at firft of count Lcwjs's intentions, were 

now well fatisfied with his govcrnmehjt, and 

C 2 were 
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BOOK were foUcitous to provide for their dcfcrtcc 
s^!^ againft the Spaniards. They aUMled him with 
'57^ great alacrity in (iompicting their foitifications* 
They were aftiVc in laying in military ftorcs 
arid provifions; and having repeatedly failied 
out for this purpofe, after Toledo's arrival in 
their neighbourhood, they had feveral ren- 
counters with his troops. 

Lewis had, fome time before, lent the Sicur 
de Jcnlis to, Paris, to inform the king of his fur- 
cefs, and to folicit the fpeedy march of the 
troops which he had promifed to fend to his aP* 
fiftance. Charles received Jenlis in the* moft 
gracious jnanfter^ affefted to be extremely happy 
with the accounts which he had brought him, 
and gave him authority to kvy forces; hoping 
that before they could uke the field, he would 
be able to put an end to the icene of dtflimuk- 
tion which he had fo long been ading.* But 
the ddmiral, who was allowed to exercife aft 
unliMik^d power in the adminiftration, pulhed 
forw^d the levies with greater vigour diaa the 
king intended ; and> in a, few wecksy Jenlis 
was ready to fet out with between four and five 
thoufand foot and four hundred harfe* The 
4uihiiral and count Lewis concurred in advifing 
him to dircdt his march by the way of Cambray^ 
that he might avoid being intercepted by the 
enemy, and join the army of the prince of 

Orange- 
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Orange. But Jenlis rcjfufed to comply with ^ 9^^ ^ 
lAkis wbolefonie 4:ouncil. He vainly hoped to u-^^yl...^ 
be able^ with hi^ own forces alone^ to oblige '^^*' 
the Spaniards to quit the fiegei and he wiflicd 
to fecure this honour to himfelf, rather thaa 
leave it to be reaped by the prince of Orange 
Notice was fent priyatejy to Toledo, from the 
courit of France, of die rout which he was to 
cake, ^d of the time of his departure. Tole- 
do immediately drew off* his forces from the 
blockade^ and advanced io meet him on the 
frontier; being defirous to engage at a diftancc 
from die town, left count Lewis Ihould fally 
out, and atoick th^ Spaniards in the rear, when 
they were engaged in battle with Jenlis. To- 
ledo had reached a village /called St. Ghiflain, 
at the diftance of a few miles from Mons, when 
he was informed that the enemy had entered a 
neighbouring wood, and that upon riieir com- 
ing out from it he might attack them with great 
advantage. He ordered his caval^ to march 
firft, and followed as 6ft as he wa* able with 
the infantry. The cavalry had almoft reached 
the borders of the wood, when they perceived a 
hundred of the enemy's horfe that had been 
fent before to reconnoitre. Thefe the Spani- 
ards jnftantly attacked, and drove back into the 
wood, purfuing them clofely till they reached 
the m^in army, which was thrown into cbnfu- 
lign by the precipitate flight of die fugitives. 
C 3 In 
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^ ^i^ ^ In a very little time the whole Spaniih army 
arrived, and began the attack, before Jenlis 
had time to draw up his men in order of battle. 
The French made refiftance, however, for two 
hours with great bravery; but at laft they gave 
way, and endeavoured to fave themfclves by 
flight. Upwards of twelve hundred fell on 
the field, and many were killed in the purfuit, 
partly by the Spaniards, and partly by the 
country people, who took cruel vengeance for 
the injuries which they had received from them 
in their march. ^ Jenlis himfelf was taken pri- 
foner, and conduced to the citadel of Ant- 
werp ; where, having died fuddenly, his death 
was afcribed to poifon. The lofs fuftaincd by 
the Spanifti army was inconfidcrable. 

^i^fore^'" Toledo returned to Mons in a few days af-. 

^^"^^ ter this, diftinguiftied viftory; and foon after 
the duke of Alva arrived. This cautious ge- 
neral having drawn a double trench and ram- 
part round his army, by which it was render- 
ed fecure on one fide againfl: the fallies of the 
befieged, and on the other, againfl: any fudden 
attack that might be made upon it by the prince 
of Orange, he immediately ercfted l^veral bat- 
teries, and began his fire in different quarters 
with great fury. The befieged difcovered no 
' lefs vigour in their defence ; which was con- 
4ucled with great prudence, a?- well as the 

mofl: 
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moft iftdefetigablc aftivity, by count Lewis, ^ \^ ^ 

feconded in all his operations by the celebrated ^>«^' ^ -^ 

La Nouc, who had gained diftinguifhed re- '^^* 
nown in the civil *wars of France, 

But although the befieged difplayad the ut- ^""'""f °^ 
moft fkill and intrepidity, they had no hopds of orange 
of being able to raife the fiege, without the JheiiMids. 
afliftance of the prince of Orange. William 
had ah-eady penetrated into the Low Countries, 
and advanced as far as Ruremond, There he 
flopped, and demanded a fopply of provifions 
for his troops. The government of the town 
was in the hands of zealous catholics^ who not 
<Mily rejeftcd his . requcft, but accompaniec^ 
their refuial with a degree of haughtinefs and 
infokncc by which the Prince and his army 
were highly exafperatcd. There were many , 
of the citizens, however, with whom he had 
formerly held intelligence. Having at this 
time renewed his correlpondence with them, he 
made a brilk attack upon one of the gates. 
The catholics fuftained it with ipirlt; but 
while they were thus employed, the proteftant 
inhabitants fnatched the opportunity, and in- 
troduced the aOailants by another gate into th« 
city. It was not then in the power of the 
prince of Orange to retrain the fury of his fol- 
dicrs. They plundered many of the citizens,- 
violated the churches, and put to d^ath, witt 
' C 4 grea 
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great barbarity, fcveral pricft$> and odicr rcli- 
gibnifts. By fomc popifli hiftorians, William 
'^^** himfelf has been blamed on account of thefe 
enormities. But thefe writers fceni neither to 
hav^ known that he publilhed an edift ro pre- 
vent thcmi nor to have confidered, that as he 
could not but perceive that violent meafures 
were calculated to hurt his caufc, by alienating 
the afFcftiops of the people in other cities, fo 
his conduS:> on innumerable other occafions, 
furniftes the ftrbngeft proof of his utter aver- 
fion to all cruelty and outrage. 

William's acquifition of Riircmond was of 
ipreat importance, as it put him^ in pofTefQon of 
a commodious pafiage over the Matie; he 
therefore left a garrifon to defend it, and baf^ 
tened afterwards to Hainault. The citizens of 
Mechlin having been gained over to his intercft 
by the Sieur de Dorp, opened their gates to re- 
ceive him. There he likewife left a garrifon. 
The citizens of Louvain refufed to admit him 
within their walls; but^ on his preparing to 
employ force, they confentcd to grant him a 
contribution ; of which he accepted, in order 
to fave the time which the liege would have 
coft him. Nivelle, Dieft, Sichem, Tillemont> 
and feveral other towns furrendered to him; 
ibme through fear, and others through the aQTec- 
tion which they bore to his caufe or perfon. 

Dendremond 
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Dendrcmond and Oudcnardc were taken by book 
furprife, and great irregularities were commit- ^— ^^ m4 
ted by the foldicrs in both thefe places, elpeci- *^^** 
ally in the latter, \yhcrc, notwithftanding their / 
leader's prohibition, they once more indulged 
that ungovernable fury with which their bigo- 
try inlpircd theni againft the ecclcfiaftics of 
the Romiih communion. 

William made his ftay at each of thefe 
places as Ihort as poflible. He did not, how- 
ever, arrive in Hainault till the beginning of 
September, when his army amounted to more 
tfhan twenty thoufand men, 

So great an army could not be fupported 
long without more ample funds than he poffelT- 
cd. The States of Holland had fent hin? a con- 
fidcrablc fum. The exiles had tranfmitted to him 
a part of the money that arofc from their cap- 
tures* His other friends I^ad raifed contribu- 
tions proportioned to their abilities. But fo 
great had been the cxpencc of leyying, cquip- 
ing, and maintaining his troops, and fuch 
immenfe fiims. had been laid out in purchafing 
artillery and military ftores, that he had occa- 
iion ftill for all the fupplies wb|ch had been 
promifed him by the court of France. 

6uT his hopes of relief from that quarter 
were now utterly extingmljied. The plan of 

treachery 
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* ^xi^ ^ treachery above-mentioned, which had been 
V- -^-i,, ^ carried on for two years, with a degree of per- 
*^^^' fevcrance as well as of diflimulation that has 
not its parallel in hiftory, was at this time 
brought to a conclufion/ The artifices em- 
ployed to delude the proteftant leaders had at 
length fucceeded, and they were almoft all 
caught in the net which had been prepared for 
their deftrudion. 

The admiral had remained at qourt for fcve- 
ral months, during which time Charles gave 
him every day frclh marks of .afFedlion and 
cfteem. That deceitful monarch had fhewn 
likewife a particular attachment to the admi- 
ral's friends, and was perj^etually furrounded 
with them at council, in his own apartments, 
and when he went abroad. With his permif- 
fion, the admiral had left Paris, and gone to 
Chatillon, where he ftaid for fome time to fettle 
his private affairs. This indulgence was calculat- 
ed to create in him the moft afTured confidence ; 
fince it could hardly be fuppofed, that if the 
king had intended him any harm,, by enticing 
him to court, he would have allowed him to 
depart from it. To fuch a height was the ad- 
miral's fecurity now rifen, that when Charles 
^ ' exprefTed his defire of having all grounds of en- 
mity between him and the Guifes removed, he 
readily confented that they ftiould come to 

Paris, 
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iParis, and agreed ta refer the fevcral points of ® ^^^ ^ 
difftrence between himfelf and them to the v— -y^^ 
king's dccifion. In a few days after, the duke '^^"^ 
of Guife arrived, attended by a numerous train 
of dependants ; and a formal reconciliation wa3 
made in prcfence of the king. But it foon ap- 
peared how little fincerity there was on one fide> 
in the profeffions which were uttered on that 
occafion. 

As a prelude to the final cataftrophe, the 
queen of Navarre, a princefs who by her fpirit 
and magnanimity had long been formidable 
CO the catholics, died, after a fhort illnefs, 
which was generally afcribcd to poifon. And 
an attempt was made, by a partifan of Guife, 
to affaffinate the admiral. By this laft eveqt 
the ppoteftants- were greatly alarmed ; but the 
king and queen-mother, by redoubling their 
diffimulation, and affuming, with confummate 
artifice, the appearance of deep concern for 
what had happened, prevented the admiral 
from fufpefting them to have been privy to it, 
and diverted him and the other proteftant 
leaders from forming any vigorous refolution 
of providing for their " fafety. They were all 
found therefore defcncelefs and unprepared. 

In that iiorrid fcene which paffed on the 
pight of the twenty-fourth of Auguft, the duke 

of 
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* x/* ^ ^^ Guifc was the principal atjtor. But his fa- 
i-^/-^ — f vage fpirit^ qiiickl)r diiFuied itfelf into every 
^^^ brcafti and no catholic declined to affift him 
in; the execution of his bloody purpofe. The 
admiral, to whom, not many days before, he 
had pkdged his friendihip, was among the iirft 
who fell a facrifice to his fury. This great man 
died with a fortitude and tranquillity futtable 
to his charafter. " Young man," faid he to 
La Bcfme (who was fcnt into his apartment 
by the duke of Guife, while Guife himfelf re- 
mained wilthout till the dejed was perpetrated), 
?* you ought to reverepcf grey haifPi but pro- 
ceed to the execution of your defign j you can 
ihortcn my life but a vpry little/* While he 
y^as faying this, tl>e a^aflin plunged his fword 
into his brc^ft. At the fame time all his do- 
Hieftics and friends were murdered i among 
whom was the braye Querchy, hjs lieutenant, 
and his fon-in-law, the amiable Teligny, who 
had won even the favage heart of Charles, and 
whofe engaging afped fufpippded for fom^ 
fime the lifted hancjs of bis njurdcrcrs. But it 
does no; belong to this hilj»ry to ^ntcy more 
particularly into ^he detail qf thi§ tranfeftion. 
ypwards of ten ^houfand prpteftants were maf- 
facred in Paris aloqe; and iq the other cide^ 
of the kingdom, between fifty and fixty thpu-^ 
<and. 
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Of this horrid maflacrc, the firft idea is faid b 00 k 
to have been fuggeftcd to the queen-mother hy ■^^^'.r'm^ 
Philip, through the duk« of Alva, at confe- '^^*' 
rences held at Bayonne in one thouiand five 
hundred and fifty-nine; and it is certain, that 
intelligence of it was received at Madrid with 
the utmoft joy. Philip offered public thankf- 
giving to heaven for the deftruftion of his 
enemies; and wrote to Charles a congratula^ 
tory letter on the fubjeft. On the other hand, 
k fiMed the proteftants in the Low Countries 
with horror and confternarion. Their hopes 
of obtaining deliverance from the Spanifh 
yoke, through the powerful aid of France, 
had been raifed to the greateft height, and 
their dejection now was in proportion to their 
former expectations. 

Nothing could be more galling to the 
prince of Orange than the news of this difafter^ 
Befides the cruel difappointment of finding a 
powerful monarch his mortal enemy, whom 
he had fb miich reafon to believe to be his 
fii^nd, he knew not what dangerous efFcft this 
Yidexpedled revoludon might produce upon his. 
troops, efpecially as fomc of them were fub- 
je&s of Francc> and had entered into his fer- 
vice, under a belief that their king was to fup- 
poft them in their prcfent enrerprife- 
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^ %? ^ Perceiving, therefore, the ncocflity of pufh-* 
c — ^^.^.^ ing forward his operations with the utmoft 
opiratbns vigour, and being perfuaded, that, without 
cPorS'' ^^^^ ^^g^^^ inftance of fuccefs, he could noc 
long lupport his army, ha advanced without 
delay towards Mons; being refolved to try 
every expedient, liot only to raife the iicgc, 
but if poUibk to bring on a general engage- 
ment. 

The duke eafity penetrated into his defign, 
and omitted nothing in his power to prevent 
him from carrying it into execution. After 
the arrival of feveral German auxiliaries in his 
camp, his army was fuperior.in mmjber, as it 
had always been iij . difcipline, to that of the 
prince ; and he could not have much rcafon to 
dread the event of a battle, in cafe he fhould 
find it unavoidable*. But knowing that the 
fate of battles is decided ibmetimes by acci- 
dents, againfl which no human prudence can 
provides and confidering, th^t ti^e prince's 
' army, through ^the fcantinefs of his funds, 
would probably fpon fall to pieces .of itfelG he 
refumed the principles on which he h^d aiSted 19 
the time of William's former expedition, axK? 
refolved to avoid. e^poCng hi3 tro9ps to any un- 
ncccflary rifk ; hoping, that, by tiriag out tihc 
enemy, he (hould be able to triuq^h oyer 

them 
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them without fightoig. With this view, while ^ 9^^ ^ 
he .i^ivciteid the town on every fide, and pre- u— .^^w 
vented any fupplies from being thrown into it, *^^** 
he entrenched hi« camp fo ftrqngly, as to ren- 
der it entirely imprafticahlc for the prince of 
Orange to force his lines- He fortified the 
jfev^ral pafles by which the town might be ap- 
proached in th^ . ftrongcft planner ; watched 
over every qperatic^ himfdf,. with indefatigable 
attention; and .forbade his men to engage in 
ther flighteft fkWmW^ with the enemy, what- 
ev-cr provocatioA they might recciye. 

After havirtg taken thefc precautions, he 
fcnt .put five fuindred hortCe to reconnoitre- 
They were inet hy nearly the feoxc number of 
German horfe, jcommanded by count Henry, 
William's yqun^ft brother, who being ambi- 
tious to diftinguifh himfclf in this his firfl: cam- 
paign, attached. the. Spaniards with uncommon 
fury, and after killing many of them, broke 
their ranks, and drove them back in great con- 
fufion^ The Prince himfelf followed foon af- 
terwards with all his army, and drew it up in 
battle array before the duke of Alva's camp. 

But Alva, more determined than ever fmce 

the repulfe of the cavalry to adhere to his plan, 

kept all his meh within their entrenchments. 

The prince of .Ox^nge omitted nothing in his 

... power 
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® ^i^ ^ power to induce him to change his purpole. 
He ftiifted his ground> intercepted the convoys 
of provifions, attacked foragers, and fcnt out 
parties on every fide, with a view to entice 
the enemy to quit their lines* 

There were perfons in the Spanilh ctoip who 
condemned their generaFs conduft on this cTc- 
cafion, and exhorted him to put to proof that 
courage of which the enemy were fo extremely 
oftcntatious. Among thefe was the archbilhop 
of Cologne % whofc ardent Ipirit breathed no- 
thing but war and battle, and who could not 
relilh thofe cautious maxims by which the duke 
of Alva had refolved to regulate his condu6t. 
Alva remained equally firm agalnft the impor- 
tunities bf his friends, and the arts that were 
pradtifed by the enemy. It was a maxim 6ften 
in his mouth, that as all human events are pre- 
carious, the mofl: precarious of all is a battk ; 
to which he added, that it ought not to be the 
aim of a general to fight, but to overcome ; and 
that there were other means by which this aim 
might be accomplifhed mdre effcftually than 
by fighting. 

But although his conduft was not approved 
by the archbifhop of Cologne, he had tfic fatif- 

« The Count of Ifenberg. . 
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feflion to k6ow that it gave the greateft uneafi- 
jiefs to the prince of Orange i who perceived, 
that if an opportunity did not ofier foon of 
ftriking fome important blow, by which he 
might raife the fiege, it would not be' poffiblc 
for him to keep his army together. His 
finances did not enable him to bring provifipns 
firom a diftance, and all the country round had 
been plundered by the Spaniards. Being dri- 
ven therefore to defpair, he made a bold effort 
to break through the enemy's entrenchments; 
but this adventurous attempt, wjiich nothing 
could juftify but the urgent motive that incited 
him, was attended with fuch an ifTue as he had 
reafon to e^cped. His men were bravely re-» 
pulled, and a confiderable lofs fuftained. 

He now relinquished all hopes of eitlier raif- 
ing the fiege, or forcing an engagement; and 
he refolved to leave Hainault, after attempting 
to introduce fuch fupplies into the town . as 
might enable the garrifon to hold out till win- 
ter, when the duke of Alva' would be obliged 
to retire. For this purpofe, he made choice 
of two thoufand horfc and> one thoufand foot, 
the flower of his army. There was only a fingle 
paft by which they could have accefs to the 
town, and at that place Alva had built a flrong 
fort> of which he committed the defence to a 
feledt body of Spanilh troops, under the com- 

Vql.II. D maxid 
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* *^ ^ maud of Sancio d'Avila and Jidio Romero. 

'V 11-^1.^ Notwithftanding this precaution,, which left 
^57»- hardly a pojfTibility of fucccfs, the troops deftin- 
ed for the relief of Mbns advanced towards the 
pafs with the utmoil intrepidity. Romero and 
d'Avila received them widi equal intrepidity; 
' and were feconded by the guns of Ae fort. 
The combat was hot and furious. There was.. 
a briik cannonading during the time of it from 
the two armies^ and from the town ; but the 
fire from the fort did the greateft execution; 
and the Germans, after feveral hundreds of 
dieir number had fallen, were at laft obliged 
to abandon their attempt. 

The Prince T»E pi;ince of Orange, now convinced of th» 
leaw^^!** impdflibility of relieving the befieged in oppo^ 
fition to fo powerful an army, immediately de- 
camped*. The duke of Alva followed Wm 
next day with moft of his forces> and in every 
movement dxfcovered the moft confummate 
flcill ; fo that he at once prevented the Prince 
from returning towards Mons, and avoided be- 
ing reduced hixnfelfto the ncceffity of fighting* 
It was not long before he learned that there was 
not the fame good order in the Prince's army> 
which had hitherto been obfcrved in it, WU- 
Uam's authority over his troops had fuffered 
greatly by the failure of his late attempts; 
and he was unable any longer to maintain that 

perfeft 
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pci4c& difcipline, without which no army, how- ^ ^j^ ^ 
ever numerous, can be formidable* 



Alva itadily embraced the 'Opportunity 
which this circumftance afforded -hini. Hav- 
ing taken a view in picrfon of the enemy's quar- 
ters, he refolved to attack them in ^the night* 
He committed the charge of this enterprife to 
Julio Romero, and gave him two thoufand 
chofen in&ntry> who were ordered to be ready 
to march in the middle of the night, each with 
a fliirt over his armour, to enable them to dif- 
tinguiih one another* . They fell with great 
fury on the Germans, who were ftattbned to 
guard the camp ; and as nK)ft of them were faft 
aileep, they made dreadful havoc among them^ 
till the alarm was communicated to the reftj 
who were fgon roufed by the groans and fhrieks 
of the WQundtfd. At firft, believing that the 
whole Spaniih army, had attacked them, they 
fled precipitately. The aflfailants had in the 
beginning iet fire to the tents, and many of 
the GermaAS periibcd in the flames. But this 
circumftance, by which the horror of tl^ fcene 
was augn^en^ed, fiived the German army from 
4c.ftni£tipn« It difcovered the number of the 
Spaniards, and made it eafier for the prince of 
Orange to draw up his men, and to know in 
what quarter he might find the enemy. But 
the aflailants, ptjrceiving that the whole camp 
IX a wa» 
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^ ^xi^ ^ ^^^ "P ^'^ ^™s, made their retreat in time, and 
eluded the vengeance which they faw approach- 
ing. By the favour of the night they efcaped 
ivith little 'lofs,, after having put to the fword 
near five hundred of the Germans. 

Tht confequences of this difafter were more 
periiicious to the prince of Orange than the dif- 
after itfelf. It filled his troops with confterna- 
tion, and gave them a formidable idea ' of the 
Spaniards, whom, on account of their having 
fo often declined fighting, they had been ac- 
cuftomed to dcfpife. Without waiting for or- 
ders, they haftily decamped with one confent, 
and left a part of their baggage a prey to the 
enemy. They had not candour to acknow- 
ledge, that the misfortune which had befallen 
them on the preceding night was owing to 
their negligence in obeying orders. They 
were dilpofed to throw the blame of it upon 
their general, and began to complain, that in- 
ftead of enriching them with fpoil, he had 
brought them into the Low Countries, only to 
expofe them to perpetual hardfhips and diftrcfs. 
He found means, however, at this time, to 
quiet their minds, and in fome meafure to rec- 
tify their opinion of his condudt. 

The duke of Alva was on this occafibn urg- 
ed by his officers to ptirfuc the Prince till he 

fhould 



Digitized by VjOOQLC 



J57a- 



PHILIP II. KING OF. SPAIN. . 37 

ibould drive him entirely out of the Nether- 
lands ; but he repeated the old maxim^ That 
it is wifer to make a bridge for a flying enemy, 
than to reduce them to deipair; and returned 
to the fiege, . 

The prince of Orange led his troops to ^j^*""** 
Mechlin 3 and having remained there for 
fome days to recruit them after their fatigue, he 
continued his march northwards^ till he had 
brought them as far as Orfoy in the dutchy of 
Cleves. At that place their, ill-humour broke 
out afreih with greater violence than ever, and 
they began to hold private meetings, in which 
they deliberated, whether, in order to procure 
payment of their arrears, they fhould not deli-- 
vcr him up to the duke of Alva, The princi- 
pal officers received this ungenerous propofal . 
with horror and indignation. They were con- 
vinced that the Prince had done every thing 
that could have been done by a general of the 
moft confiimmiate abilities. They knew that 
ht had begun his enterpriie with the highefl: 
probability of fuccefs, and that his failure in it 
had been almoil entirely owing to the treache- 
rous dealings of the French king; by trufting 
to whom, he had engaged in a very different 
plan of operations from that which he would 
otherwife have adopted. By thefe confidera- 
t^Qns the officers were entirely fatisfle(i: and - 
D ^ through 
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BOOK through their influence, the common foldieris 

w^vw were perfuaded to rclinquilh their perfidious 

'?^** dcfign. The army was immediately difbanded; 

and William fct out for Holland, where die 

people longed for his arrival, 

liicfur, Hxs retreat from Mons gave his brothel", 
Mpnf! count Lewis> who was naturally of a fanguine 
temper, the deepeft affliction. And this, joined 
to the extreme fatigue whkh he had under- 
gone for feveral months before, threw him in-^ 
to^ a violent diftemper^ which prevented him 
for fome time from attending to the fiege. 
Put during his confinement La Nouc condu6l:ed 
^ the defence with fo much fkill arid intrepi- 

dity, that Alva, defpairing of being able be- 
fpre winter to take the town by f6rce, was 
willing to agree to fuch terms of capitulation, 
as count Lewis thought it not dilhdriourabie to 
accept. Thefe were, •that the French^ coant 
Lewis, die Flemilh mobility, and al) who were 
not inhabitants of the place, Ihould leave i% 
"tt^ith th^ir arms aild baggage ; and that fuch 
of the inhabitants as had borne arms might 
leave it with their effedts, but not their arms. 
That fuch of them as were catholics might re- 
inain in the town uhmolefted ; but that aU the 
proteftants • IhouH not only depart from the 
town, but fr<>m the Netherlands j and that all 
perfons, whether citizens or foreigners, Ihottld 
' take 
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take . an oath, that they wotild not carry arms ^ ^^^ ^ 
for the Ipace of a year, cither againft the king u— /-i^ 
of France or the king pf Spain j from which ''^^*' 
oath count Lewis alone was exempted. This 
capitulation was figned by the dukes of Alva 
and Medina Coeli, by Frederic de Toledo, and 
the baron de Noicarmcs ; And all the conditions 
of it were punctually fulfilled. 

In thi^ manner was ^Jons recovered from the Enormities 
proteftants, after it had been more than three niaJasaf** 
months in thei/ poffeffion. The duke of Alva ^^ 
felt no anxiety with regard to the recovery of 
the cities which had received fhc prince of 
-Orange. They were n(;ithcr ftrongly fortifi-r 
ed nor fufficiently provided with garrifons tq 
dcfciid tjifm. The firft ag^m|l which he turn? 
cd his a^rms w^s ^^echlio^ and he ordered his 
fon to lead thither the Spanifli troops, who 
haying received no pay for fome time, ad- 
yanced like fo many famiihed wolves, with 9 
refolution to fatia^e ^ir ^-apacity by plundering; 
the inhabitant, 

On their arrival, the garrifon which had ^ 
been left in the town by the prince of Orange 
feemed determined to make refiftance; but 
finding the citizens aycrl? Aom eo-operating 
with them, and delpairing of being able, with- 
out their affiftance, to hold oat long, they de- 
D 4 fcrted 
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^ ^x? ^ f^^rtcd the place in the night ; and next morn- 
^'" ■ / ■'i^^ ing all the priefts and ecclefiaftics went in fo- 
'^^** Icmn prpccflion to Toledo's tent, to deprecate 
his vengeance. When they were pleading the 
fraufe of the unhappy anxious inhabitants, and 
reprefenting that only a fmall number of them 
had been guilty, while by far the greateft part 
had preferred their allegiance j the foldiers, ap- 
prehenfive that Toledo might liften to this apo- 
^^67' ^^^ difappoint them of their 'prey, rufli- 
cd forward to ' the city, and broke into it, 
fomc by the gates, and others, by the help of 
fcaling ladders, over the walls. Then Iprcad- 
in§ themfelves like a deluge, they gave a loofe 
to every Ipecies of violence j butchering fome, 
and plundering all without mercy. There 
vas no diftindion made of ajge, fex, or condi- 
tion. Virgins and matrons were violated be- 
fore the eyes of their parents and hufbands. 
The churches and convents were pillaged as 
well as private houfes ; and the nuns were not 
exempted from that brutal liift and fury, which 
the Spaniards indulged without cohtroul, 

^he*!f k^ rf '^^•^ — ^^ ^^ Alva' was fenfible how great aq 
Alva. odium mult attend fuch a barbarous treatment 

of a city, which had hitherto been diftinguifh- 
cd for its fidelity ]r yet he chofe to juftify what 
had been done, and in a few days * afterwards 
publiihed a manifcfto, in which he declared. 
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that the citizens had fufFcrcji no more than boor. 
their rebellion had deferved ; that jufHce was ^■'■i^^'^iii.i 
not yet entirely fetisfied ; that their f rime mc- *S7** 
rited a ftill fevercr piini(hment> than barely to 
be deprived of their efFeds j and that other 
cities which had already imitated^ or lhouli4 
afterwards, imitate, ' their example, might ex- 
pert, foorier OF later, to meet with the feme 
fate. Of the facrilege that had been commit-*- 
ted on the churches and convents, and the 
ihocking treatment of the weaker -fcx, no men-* 
tion was made in the manifcfto, and no excufe 
was ever ofiered for pafling over thefe enormi* 
ties with impunity. Great arrears, faid the 
apologifts of Alva,\Kei:e.-at that time due to the 
foldiers; and, as he could not fetisfy them, he 
either thought it reafonable to allow them to 
take a compenfation for their pay; or, being 
well acquainted with their ferocious tempers, he 
was afraid to exercife hi§ authority. The Spa- 
nifh foldiers themfclves, though little fcrupu- 
ious with rcfped: to crimes contrary to the laws 
of nature, jiiftice, and humanity, were after^ 
wards, agreeably to the charaftcr pf their na-* 
tion, touched with remorfe on account of their 
violation of the churches; and in order to atone 
for their guilt, they hearkened to the diftates of 
fuperftition, and laid out a portion of their plun- 
der in byilding a houfe for the jefuits in Antwerp'; 

f Meteren, p. 107. Campana, p. 97. BentivogUo, p« 1 14* 
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Alva having gone to Maeftricht^ where he 
difmifled his Geroian horfe^ went from thence 
cneuy'of to Brufielsi whtle the Spaniards were permitted 
Ih»^zu"u ^ remain at Mechlin for fevcral days, which 
Jf^'^ they employed in coUedting their plunder, and 
fending it ofF in boats to Antwerp, to be ex* 
pofed to fale, Tokdo then led them againft; the 
other cities which had received German g^rri-* 
fons.- Thefc garrifons ficd on his approach j and 
^e people agreed to pay exorbitant contribu* 
(ions to fave their cities from being fecked : nor 
did he meet with any oppofitioa in his progrei^, 
till he came to Zutphen, which was at that timo 
a place of confidcrable ftrcngth. It was dc-r 
fended with a wall flanked with baftions, and 
fiirrounded with a deep ditch. The IlTel wafhes 
the fortifications on one fide, the Berkel on an^ 
other; and the ground on the other two fides 
is fo extremely wet and marihy as to render the 
place, for the greateft part of the year, almoft 
inacceflihle. But unfortunately for the pro- 
teftants in garrifbn, they could not avail them- 
ielyes of thefc advantages at this jundlurej the 
froft having fet in w^th uncommon feverity fe- 
veral days before the arrival, of Toledo. H? 
found no difficulty therefore in approa^rhing the 
place with his batteries, and he foon made s^ 
breach in the wall. He was preparing for ai^ 
afiault, when he received intelligence, that the 
garrifon, a^d all fucli a$ hixd rendered them^ 

felv(f$ 
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fclvcs obnoxious, had gone out of the town by 
the oppofite gate j and that the citizens who re- 
mained were now, when left at liberty to aft '^^' 
agreeably to their inclination, willing imme- 
diately to furrender at difcretion. But Tole- 
do having, by the fmall refiftance which the 
garrifon had made, got a pretext for plunder- 
ing this unhappy people, rcfufed to liften^to 
any terms of accommodation, and ordered hii^ 
troops to advance. They entered the town 
without oppofition, and repeated there the 
fame fhocking barbarities which they had exer- 
cifcd in Mechlin, with this difference, that a« 
there was much lefs booty in Zutphen, to fatif- 
fy their rapacity, tticy indulged their cruelty fo 
much the more. They put to the fword all the 
citizens who fell in their way, men and women 
without diftinftion ; . gnd when they were tired 
with flaughtering, they ciaft great numbers in- 
to the Iflcl, and indulged themfelves in the 
horrid joy of beholding the unhappy fufferers 
pcrifh in the ftream. By the fword and water, 
above five hundred perilhed i and the reft were 
obliged to redeem their lives by the moft op- 
prcffive contributions, which were fo cruelly v 

exafted,' that the jiving had reafon to envy th^ 
fate of thofe whom death had delivered froa\ 
fuch intolerable mifery f. 

f Meteren^ p. no. Bentivoglio, p. 115. Mcorfii Atfr 
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HILE the Spanifh army was employed b o o i; 
in the ficgc of Mons^ and in fubduing » -^\^ 
the other revolted towns in the fouthern pro- '57*- 
vinces, the people of Holland and Zealand tionsin 
improved the leifure which was afforded them> Zealand, 
by taking every precaution in their power to 
fccure themfelves from being again reduced 
under the Spanifh yoke. They increifed the 
number of their fhips of war, completed their 
fortifications, and levied fo great a number of 
forces, as, with the great advantages of their 
fituation, they hoped would be fufficient for 
their defence. 
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^ M? ^ Before the duke of Alva fet out for Mons, 
c .— v ^ he had> agreeably to cM^cri^ tranfmitted to him 
j^^^*' from Spain, read, in prefence of the States of 
Sfuj^f Brabant, Attoi^, H^inault, and Flanders, a de- 
thtftothand claration, that he if^ould pafs from the taxes 
injtwT"^ of the tenth and twentieth pennies, on condi- 
tion that. the Stales would dcvife fome other 
means by which the money neceiJary for the 
king's fervice might be raifed. Intimation was 
made of this conc^ffion to the States of Hdland, 
by the count of Boffut; who, in the name of 
the governor, commanded them to aflemble at 
, the Hague, to confider of what other taxes they 
would fubftitute in the room of thofc which 
had been formerly impofed, 

f«s<5«icef- This conccfllon, whidh, if it had been made 

'^^h^ fopner, might have prevented the revolt of the 

<ibe Stated maritinac provinces, was not attended with the 

idefired effeft. It excited in the minds of the 

people the hi^ft degree of joy and exultation ; 

but they did not think themfelfves indebted for 

^it, either to the king "or. the duke -of Alva^ 

They afcribed it wholly to the.drcad. that was 

entertained of the prince of Oraiige, ft) whom 

alone they thought themfelves bound -for this 

firft inftance of attention that had been ^^wn to 

their inclination or intercft fince Philip's acccf- 

'fion to the throne. They could not doubt, 

that if his apprchenfions of the German army 

were 
H 
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trcre removed, Alva would be again permitted * ^ * 
to tefume the purfuu of that plan of tjrranny ^'-^--m a 
which he had been Obliged to fufpend. They ^^'*' 
wei« well acquainted with the vindi£tive fpirit 
which animated Philip's councils. They knew 
diat, for mudi (lighter offences than thofe of 
which they had been guilty, many thoufiuids of 
their countrymen had (uffered the mofl: cruel 
death ; and they believed, that whatever aflur*- 
ances might be given jthcra of pardon, the me-» 
mory of their guilt would never be extinguifli^ 
ed but in their blood. By the unrelenting 
cruelty which had been exercifed againfl the 
proteftants, added to the contemrpt which had 
been (hewn to their fundamental rights and 
laws, the people were endrely alienated froni 
Philip's perfon and government. They were 
convinced that he had refolved to treat them 
henceforth, not as fubje&s but as flaves; and 
they had long repined and murmured -at their 
i^e. 

From the time of Alva^s arrival m the 
Netherlands, all the proteitants who had efcap-* 
cd from the cruelty of the inquifitors, had 
carefully concealed their fentimcnts, and con- 
fbrmed to the eftabliflied worfliip ; but having 
of late received a great increafe of number, by 
the return of many of the exiles, they had 
thrown off the malk i and it how appeared, that 



Digitized by 



Google 



48 ill'STdRV OF THE RElGI* OP 

S o 6 K by far, the greateft part of the inhabitants, Jtifd 
c^«v^ even of the deputies of the States^ were ftrong- 
^57». ly attached to the reformed religioni Their re- 
ligious ze^ co-operated/With their abhorrence 
of the Spanilh tyranny j and both together in- 
Ipired them with a fixed unalterable pUrpofc to 
defend their liberty to the laft* - 

They meet ' PROMPTED by thefe motivcs, the States paid 
atDort, .^^ regard to the order for affembling at the 
Hague, tranfmittcd to them by Boflutj and 
that they might the more ftrongly exprefs their 
contempt of the Governor's authority, they ap- 
pointed an aflembly to be held at Dort. Of 
this aflembly they gave early notice to the 
prince of Orange, and intreated him to fend one 
of his moll faithful friends, properly inflrufted, 
to aflift them in their deliberations. The pcr- 
fon whom the Prince made choice of for this 
purpofe, was the Sieur de St. Aldegonde, the 
author of the compromife, who had long been 
well acquainted with William's moft fccret views 
and fentiments. 



and enter St. Aldegondc readily undertook the tafk 
^^mts i^pofcd upon him J and at the firft meeting of 
piil^o^f ^^ States, gave them thanks, in the name of 
Ciange. the Prince, for the intimation which they had 
fent him, of their refolution to vindicate their 
liberty under his direftion. " The Prince was 

confcious* 
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cOnfcious, he &id^ of bcrrtg fcriouny intefcft- ^ ^^^ ^ 
cd in the welfare of all the provinces, and of c »*** v ^i^ 
none more than thofe of Holland and Zealand, ^^^*' 
which for iereral years had been the obje£):s of 
his particular attention^ From timrto time he 
h^d heard with indignation and grief, of the 
diftrefi and mifery to which they had been re* » 

duced through the Spaniih tyranny; and there 
was nothing which he de&ed more ardendy, 
than to be inftrumentdl in recovering for them 
thofe invaluable rights^ which for ages pail 
had proved the fourcc of their prolperity. In 
order to accomplifh this end, he had fpared 
neither expence nor labour. He had failed in 
his former attempt for their deliverance, not 
(he hoped, they would believe) through any 
negligence or mifconduft, but through the fu* 
pcrior power arid more copious rcfources of the 
enemy. In his prefent armament;, he had al* 
ready expended all that remained of his once 
ample fortune i and as in levying his army, he 
had trufted in a great meafure to the afiiftance 
which they had promifcd him ; now was the 
time to fulfil that promile, and to. enable him 
to begin his military operations without dc» 

The States, who knew the truth of what St 
Aldegonde had rcprefented,-and were fenfiblc 
how much the fuccefs of .WiUiam's cnterprife 

Vol. IL E depended 
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^ xn ^ depended on his receiving an immediate fup- 
^■-^ -i ply> fenc him without delay a hundred thoufand 
*^^** florins> which they borrowed from the more 
wealthy citizens; and promifed to fend him 
more as foon as it could be raifed> either from 
the ordinary taxes, or from the revenues of the 
monafteries^ which were at that time converted 
into a fond for carrying on fhe war. After 
this tranfadtion, a folemn declaration in writing 
was delivered to St.Aldcgonde, inwhich they 
engaged to acknowledge the prince of Orange 
as the only lawful governor or ftadthoMer of 
the province; appointed him commander in 
chief of dl their forces by fea and land; and 
Engaged, that, without his confent, they fliould 
not liften to any terms of peace which might 
be offered : St. Aldegonde, on the other hand, 
engaging in the name of the prince, that he 
would not lay down his arms, nor enter into 
any accommodation Or treaty, without the 
knowledge and approbation of the States ». 

Z^ ^' '^^^ States exerted thcmfelves ftrenuoufly to 
perform their promifcs of fupplies. They fcnc 
him two hundred thoufand florins, which he 
received at Ruremonde, in his way to Mons, 
and gave him fecurity for three hundred thou- 
fand. When the news were brought them of 

t Menrfii Aoiiacof, p. ^. 
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Iiis retreat^ and the ncccflity under which he ^ ^^ ^ 
found himfelf of dtfbaadoig his anny, they 



were exceedingly dejected j and were fiHcd ^^^** 
widi liie moft difquieting apprehenHooSt when 
they confidered that the duke of Altra, havii^ 
no enemy in the field to oppofc his progre(«| 
was ^ now at liberty to employ all his forces 
united in taking vengeance on them for their 
contempt of his authority^ 

Thiiji diftrefs was much increaied. t^r the Amfterdm 

inflexible obflinacy of the city of Aoafterdam, J^spLSl 

in adhering to the Spanifti mtereft; which did ^^'' 

not proceed fo much from die general inclina^ 

tion of the citizens, as from. the care which the 

duke of Alva had taken to prcferve the govern« 

ment of diat city in the^h^nds of tjie moft ^igid 

catholics. By an order of the States, Lumcy^ 

count de la Marc, had Ipiefieged it with a conr 

(iderable body of troops; but after making 

Ibme pfogre^ in his operations, he defpaired 

of iuccefs, and (uddenly raifed the fiege. He 

alcribed the mifcarriage of his attempt to the 

negligence of the States, in fupplying him with 

provifibns. The States, on the other handji 

threw the blame entirely upon the count. 

They had teen for fome time paft qxtremely 

difladsfied with his condu&, on account of (he. 

cruelties which he had allowed his troops to 

<xercife againft the' catholics i and they believ-. 

E 2 cd 
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^ XI? ^ ^ ^^ they Ihould never be abk to perfuadft 

u „ -y,l-j the peojde of Amftkrdam to unite with the 

'^^** other cities in the province, while their army 

was under the command of a perfon who had 

rendered himfelf fo exceedingly obnoxious^. 

fStted Loud complaints of the outrages of the fol- 
J*^^**" diers were heard in every quarter, and many of 
the people began to lament the revolution to 
which they had given their confent. The 
*■ States dreaded the confequenees of fo much 

ill-humour. But they were not pofleffcd of 
power fufficicnt to remedy the abufes com- 
plained of i and la Marc, who was naturally 
violent and ferocious, paid no regard to their 
commands. In this diftrefs they "Had no re- 
fource, but in the prudence and authority of 
the prince of Orange; who, they hoped, would, 
notwidiftanding his late misfortunes, be able 
to reprcfs the infolence of the foldiefs and their 
general. They fent him notice of the critical 
lituation to which they were reduced; and they 
intreated him to come, as foon as poffible, to 
take the government of the province, and the 
command of the forces into his own hand. 



Arriviiof WiLLiAM could not. Cither with fafety or 
S^gTS^ honour, have left his army fooner than he did. 

^ Meurfii Anriacus, p. 95. 
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From Orfoy, where it was difbanded, he weot, ® ^^ * j 

attended only by • his own domeftics, and a u -^nii^j ^^^, 

company of horfe, to Campen in Overyffel, and ^^^** ./^ -^ 

from thence he paffed over the Zuider Sea td /;. *'' 

Enchyyfcnj where he was joyfully received, /^'v ^ 

and all his dircdions for the greater fccurity of 

the place were carried immediately into cxc.* 

cution. After flaying there for fome days, and 

vifiting the other towns in the province, he fct 

out for Haeriem; having appointed ,a conven-^ 

tion of die States to be held in that city, to 

eonfider of the prefcnt fituation of their af- 

^rs. 

His arrival excited in pcrfons of all ranks His magna* 
the moft unfeigned joy j but this joy, he per- 
ceived, was greatly allayed by their apprehen- 
fions of being unable to refift an enemy, before 
whom he himfelf, at the head of a powerful 
army, had been obliged to retire. The firft 
objeft of his attention was to raife their droop- 
ing Ipirits, by making them fenfible of the ad- 
vantages which they poflcffed in the nature and ' 
fituation of their country; which, while they 
retained their fuperiority at fea, and a<Sted in 
concert, would render abortive all the attempts 
of the Spaniards to reduce them. The magna- 
nimity which he difplayed difFufed itfelf into 
every brcaft j and the deputies unanimoufly de- 
clared, that th^y would be entirely governed 
E 3 by 



Digitized by 



Google 




Mcion$r 



HISTORY Of VhE reign OF 

by his councils in all their conduft, and would 
lay down their lives fooncr than abandon that 
'^^- invaluable liberty, without which they thought 
Kfc itfelf was not defirable. 

Hismodcra. jjj f^^ prefcttt temper of their minds, Wil- 
iuta?rrcgul iiam might have ruled the people of the mari- 
time provinces with an abfolute fway; but he 
knew there was a much fafer, as well as a more 
effeftual, method of exercifing power, and 
wifely refolved to confult the Stetes in every 
matter of importance, and to take upon him- 
felf only the execution of their commands. For 
tbis purpofe he frequently convened them; and 
in order tq give greater weight to their deci- 
fions, he perfuaded them to admit into their 
number the deputies of twelve other cities, be- 
fides thofc ©f whom their affcmbly had been 
hitherto compofcd; a meafurc which was no 
kfs gracious and p<^ular, than it was wife and 
prudent. It flattered the vanity of thofe towns 
on which the new privilege was beftowed; en^ 
gaged them to contribute with greater ferity 
their fhare of the public expencesj and drew 
the feveral diftndts of the province into a. ftate 
of pipr^ intimate wiion w|di one another. 

With the States, tjxus increafed in number, 

the Prince applied hiaifelf to redify the difor- 

^ers whi?h had prevailed, and to put the pro- 

i^ vince 
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vince into a pofture of defence againft the Spa- ^ ^^ ^ 
niards. It had been deferred during the late u^ ^ ^ ^ ^ a 
commotions by many of the principal inhabit^ '^^** 
ants, by feveral members of the courts of juf- 
tice, and by the officers of the revenue, and 
others who. held public employments j which 
they had been induced to abandon, either by 
their attachment to popery, or the diffidence 
in the duration and ftability of the prefent go- 
vernment. The numerous vacancies which 
wcr^ thus occafioned, were fupplied with pro- 
teftants; and no catholic was admitted into any 
office, or allowed to take' any concern in the 
adminiftration of pubUc affairs. 

The txtrcik of the Jloniifih religion was pro- Eftabiiih- 
hibited in the churches ; and the only worlhip refolded ^ 
permitted to be exercifed publicly, was the **"5*^"- 
proteftant, as taught by Calvin, and praftifed in 
Geneva, and the Palatinate. Thus far Ac 
prince of Orange complied with the inclination 
of the people, by a great majority of whom 
the principles of the reformers had been em- 
braced. But all perfecution on account of reli- 
gion, he difcouragcd to the utmoft of his power. 
His reafonings for toleration were more fuc- 
cefsful now in favour of the papifts, than they 
had been formerly with the dutchefe of Parma, 
in behalf of the reformers. The States, by his 
pcrfuafion, rcfolvjed diat no perfon whatever 
£ 4 fhoul^ 
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B o K Ihould he molcftcd on account of Hs religion, 
' u^^l-J provided that he lived quiedy, kept no corre- 
*?7»* ipondcncc with the Spaniards, and gave no dif* 
turbance to the cftablifhcd mode of worfliip *. 

William found greater difficulty in regain- 
ing the Ucentioulhefs of the army, than in fet- 
ding cither the courts of juftice or the church. 
When we refleft on thofe horrid foenes which 
were exhibited in the Netherlands by the duke 
of Alva and his aflbciates, it will not appear 
forprifing, that the proteftants fhould have con- 
ceived the moft violent animofity againft their 
bloody perfecutors. They had fcen theiF 
deareft relations and friends, befides puny per- 
sons whom they revered on account of the inno- 
cence and fanftity of their lives, treated like the 
moft flagitious malpfadtors : and many of them- 
&lves had, in order to avoid the fame fate, been 
obliged to abandon their habitations, and to 
wander from place to jplace, forlorn and indi- 
gent. In the bittcrnefs of t^eir diftrefs, they 
. liad forgptten the ipirit of that religion for 
which they fuffcredj and oh many occafions, 
wreaked their vengeance againft their enemies 
with a brutal fury. To the Spaniards who 
were taken pfilbners at fea, the proteftants on 
Ijoard the fleet gave no quarter i while thq 

J Grotius, ^. 41, 
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ecclefiaftics^ and many others whofe only crime ^ ^^^ * 
was their adherence to the religion of their an- !>^--,< - i 4 
ceftors, were treated by the proteftant foldiers *^^*" 
with equal inhuiDanity, 

Tif E Goupt of 1^ Marc, commapder in chief ^^/"^ 
q{ the forces, was fo far from oppol^ng thefe 
cpormities, that he encouraged his foldiers ixj 
committing fhem. This nobleman's principal 
virtup was iptrcpidity, and under the cjoak of 
zeal for liberty, and t}ic reformed religioq, he 
Ipems to have intended nothing fo much as the 
gratification of his avarice or revenge. The 
prince of Orange, who, fronj his natural huma- 
iiity, and a prudent regard to future wnft- 
quences, was utterly avcrfe to every fpecies of 
violence, attempted to make him fcnfible of 
the folly and iniquity of his conduft. But 
finding that he was not likely to fuccced, and 
that the foldiers flill indulged themfelves with- 
out controul in their wonted ^xcefles, he re- 
ferred the^ matter to the cognizance of the 
States, ' and defired them to confider Qpolly 
what wi^s proper to be done. The States, who 
were highly incenied againil: the count, for his 
contempt 0^ their authority, deprived him of 
his command, ^and ordered him to be appre- 
hended. William, unwilling to forget the fer- 
vices which the count had performed in the be- 
ginning of the Tjsvolt, foon after interpofcd in 
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^ XI? ^ ^^^ behalf, and prevailed upon the States to 
W" "v^- ^ releafe him. But la Marc could aot digeft the 
'^^** affront which had been offered him. He com- 
plained loudly of the States for their ingrati- 
tude ; boafteJ of his authority in the fleet and 
. army, and attempted to excite a fpirit of 
fedition among the people. The States were 
meditating to feize him a fecond time, in order 
to bring him to his trial. But the prince of 
Orange, prompted by tendemefs for his rela- 
tions, and a fenfc of his former fervices, dif- 
fuaded them from executing their defign, and 
advifed thtgi to foffer him to leave the pro- 
vince. The States liftened, though with fome 
reluftance, to this advice, and the count hav- 
ing left the Netherlands, died foon afterwards 
in the city of Liege. 

The command of the forces was conferred 
on the count of Battenburg, by whom they 
were brought under proper difcipline j and all 
fuch of. the catholics as chofe to remain in the 
country, delivered from thofe alarms and ap- 
prehenfions with which they had been hitherto 
difquieted. One caufe of the great irregulari- 
ties which had been committed by the troops, 
was the want of proper funds for their fub- 
fiftencc. The States now fupplicd this defed, 
as well as the prefent qlrcumftances of the pro- 
vince would allow. To the payment of the 

arrnyi 
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army, and other public purpofcs, they appro- 
priated the demefiies which the king had en- 
joyed as count of Holland, the revenues of the *^'*' 
Romifli priefts and monafteries, and the cftates 
of all fuch catholics as had gone over to the 
enemy, befides a certain proportion of the cap- 
tures made at fca V 

While the prince of Orange and the States Progrtftpf 
wf re thus employed in providing for the fecuri- araij^' 
ty of Holland, Frederic de Toledo had made 
rapid progrefs in reducing the towns which had 
revolted in the other provinces; nor did he 
find much difficulty in fubduing them; for fo 
great was the terror which they had conceived 
from his late fuccefs, that of all the towns which 
had declared for the prince of* Orange in Gro- 
ningen, Overyflcl, Utrecht, and Friefland, there 
was none that did not fend ambafladors to To- 
ledo, to deprecate his vengeance, and to mate 
profcflion of unreferved fubmiflion to his will. 
He placed garrifons in the moft confiderable 
towns, and inflided no other punifhment upon 
the people but pecuniary fine^. Had he main* 
tained the fame moderation in his conduft af- 
terwards, he would not perhaps have encoun- 
tered much greater difficulty in the recovery 
of fome of thp towns of Holland and Zealand, 

^ Grotius^ p. 40. Meurfii Aumcusj, p. 97* 
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than he had met with in recovering thofe of the 
interior provinces; but from natural temper, 
'^^^ he rejoiced infinitely more in rigour and feve- 
ricy, than in lenity and moderatipn^ of the 
truth of which he gave a fignal proof in his 
barbarous treatment of the inhabitants of" 
Naerden, 

w^cie of This town was then neither large nor ftron^- 

Xis^ people • . . ^ ^ 

fCNacidcn. ly fortified, ycc the Citizens, prompted by fome 
foreign proteftants wlio refided in it, were bold 
enough to refufc admittance to a company of 
horfe, fent by Toledo before his main army, 
to require their fubmiffion j but, having quick- 
. ly repented of their raftmefs, they difpatched a 
deputation of the moft refpedable inhabitants, 
among wham was^ Lambertus Hortenfius, a 
man eminent for hi3 learning, to Ai^crsfort> 
where Toledo had arrived in his way to Naer- 
den. He declined hearing '^thc ambafladors 
himfelf, ^nd defired them to apply to Julio 
Romero, who had power, he faid, to grant 
them fuch terms of reconcilement as be (hould 
jydge to be reafonable. By Romero it was 
agreed, that the lives and fortunes pf die citi- 
zens Ihould be fpared on the following condi- 
tions : That the town fhould be immediately 
delivered into the hands of Toledo -, that all the 
inhabitants Ihould renew their oath of allegiance 
^o die kipgi and that, one huqdrpd Spanifh fol- 

dicrs 
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4iers (hould be pcrmitrtd to fcize as much ^ ^i^ * 
booty as they could catry at one time out of s^^^^mjt 
the city. In ratification of this agreement, ^^^ 
Romero^ having. given his right hand three fe- 
veral times to Hortenfius, entered the town, 
attended by io imall a number of Spaniards as 
baniftied from the minds of the citizens all ap- 
.prehenfioiis of fraud or violence ; and when he - 
fummooed them to meet in one of the churches 
to take the oath of allegiance, they ran thither 
unarmed, and prefented themfelves a defencc- 
Jels prey to their bloody murderers. Wliether 
Romero adled in concert with Toledo does not 
appear from the cotemporary hiftorians. This 
only is certain, that while the former was em- 
ployed in adminiftering the oath; the latter, 
who had brought forward his troops to the gates 
of the town, led them direftly to the church in 
which the citizens were aflembled, and order- 
ing the doors, which till then had been kept 
fhut, to be thrown open, he rufhed into it at the 
head of his troops, and immediately killed with 
his own hand the principal magiftratie. The 
Spaniards were not backward to imitate the 
example of their general. They fell with fa- 
vagc fury on the aftoniflied, defencelels citi- 
zens, and after butchering all that were in the 
church, Ipread themfelves over the city, and 
put every perfon whom they met to the fword. 
They made' no diftindion between the inno- . 

cent 
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* ^i^ ^ c^nt and the guilty j the catholics, as wcU as 
w -^ 1 I-; proteilants ; thofe who had prcferved tbeir alle* 
'^* giancc, as well as thofe who had thrown it off, 
were all involved in one promifeuous ruin. 
f he foldiers thpn entering into the houfes, 
where they found the wives and daughters of 
V the flain overwhelmed with anguifli, inftead of 

being foftened by the fight of fo mi^h unme- 
rited diftrcfs in that tender lex, their lavage 
hearts only prompted them to indulge their 
avarice, their cruelty, and their luft. Even 
virgins under age they violated, and others 
they tortured in the moll inhuman manner, 
either from a wanton plealure which they took 
In cruel deeds, or to extort from the unhappy 
fufferers a difcovery of the treafure which had 
belonged to their murdered hulbands or pa- 
rents* They ftrangled fome, embrued their 
hands in the blood of others, turned all the 
reft of the city into the open fields, and then 
throwing fire into the houfes, reduced the town 
to alhes. 

The accounts tranfmitted to us by the pro* 
teftant writers of the horrid cruelty which the 
Spaniards cxercifcd on this ocoffion, would be 
incredible, if they were not confirmed by the 
catholic hiftorians. There was an holpital in 
the town for old men, and at that time there 
were fcveral in it above eighty years of age ; 

even 
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even thefe were butchered >; nor did pcrfons ^ xil ^ 
conBned to the bed of (ickrrcfs and diftfefe i.; — r---* 
efcape their fury. The life of Lan^bertus Hor- *^^** 
tenfius was favcd by the inierpofition of the 
count de Bofluts but the Spaniards made hint 
fufftt what was worle than death; by murder- 
ing the fon, and tearing his heart out of his 
body before the father's eyes* There is an- 
other inftance of their cruelty recorded, which 
is, if pofiible, ftill more inhuman. After hav^ 
ing tortuitcd in the moft fhocking manner onfe 
of die citizens, to make him difcover wTierc 
he had concealed his wealth, they difhonourefl - 
his wife in his prefence, and upon his reproach- 
ing theqi with their barbarity, they put him 
to death $ then having tied the woman's hands 
behind her, they bound her by the feet to a 
beam of the houfe, with her head downward, 
and left her to die in that pofttrre, with her 
little ion, whom they likcwife bound and placed 
befide her, to aggravate the mifery of that 
dreadfnl ideatb to which their cruelty had 
^doomed her^ 
,« 

From this horrid maffacre, Toledo led his 
army to Amlfcrdam, where lie remained for 
fome time in expe(5tation that/ from the dread 
of his vengeance, the other* towns of the pro- 

^ Meuriii Auriacus> p. 98. Thuaoij lib* liv. Bentiy>ogli<^# 
p. 115. 
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BOOK vince would be induced to make a tender c^ 
^ "^"-^ their fubmiilion; but the cruelty and trea- 
^^^** chery which he had exercifed at Naerden, 
were not more contrary to the laws of religion 
and humanity, than inconfiftent . with the 
maxims of found policy, and were calculated 
not fo much to excite terror as revenge and in- 
dignation% From the fate of Naerden, the 
people were convinced, that there was at leaft 
as much to be dreaded from fubmiifion as from 
refiilance, and they thought it no lefs abfurd 
tha^ dangerous, to enter into terms of ^rce- 
ment with men who had (hewn themfelves fo 
cruelly perfidious. 

si«gc6f Of this they foon gave a confpicuous proof 

in their vigorous and obftinate defence of 
Haerlem.. To gs^in over the inhabitants of that 
city, Toledo had employed the mediation of 
the catholics of Amfterdam, and fome of the 
magiftrates of Hacrlem had lent privately three 
of their number to Frederic to treat with him 
of a furrenden This was no fooner known^ 
^han Riperda, a Friefland gentleman, to whom 
the prince of Orange had committed the go- 
vernment of the town, called together the 
principal inhabitants, and informed them of 
Alperda^s what had pafled. '.^ By a folemn oath," faid he, 
**^ ^* the magiftrates were lately bound not to 
'liftcHt without your permiflion, to any pro- 

pofals, 
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pofals, or to engage in any defign of enter- ^ 
prifc by which thfe general intcrcft of the city 
liiightbc dflfeiSEcdi yet, not ohJy v\^ithout your 
permiflion, but even tvithout your knowledge, 
they have fcnt an embafly to treat with Toledo 
about delivering the city to the Spaniards, We 
are unable, they pretendj to withftartd fo great 
a force ais will be brought agairift Usj >nd muft 
be involved in all the miferies of a Cfuel fiegCi' 
unlcfs we avert them by a timely ipijlication 
for peace artd pardon. But hive thi Spanlardi 
treated with greater lenity thofe who Jiave truft- 
ed to their faithj thaii thofe Who have oppofcd 
them ? Have the people of Mechlin and Zut- 
phen beeh' dealt With more mercifully than thofe 
of Moils? Does riot thp melancholy fate of 
Naerden fufEciently inftruft yoii hoW litde re- 
gard is due to the promifes of thofe men, who 
haVe hoW fhewn fhcmfelvcs ,no lefi devoid of 
faith than we have evtr found them of humani- 
ty ? Are hot the ftreets of that unhappy city 
ftill recking with the blood of thofe who con- 
fided in the feith and mercy of the Spaniards ? , 
By (landing on our defence we may elude their 
fury J but if we receive them into the cityi ,we 
riifti; headlong upon deftrudtroui They will 
cUHer butcher us like Iheep, after they have 
ftripped us of our arms, or reduce us to a date 
of ignominious flavery and bondage. . Do not 
flatter yourfclvcs with the hppes that they are 
Vox-. IL F willing 
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^ ^xu ^ ^^^l^'^g ^Q ^^ reconciled to you. They intend 
only to take advantage of your fimplicity, and 
^o get you into * their power, without expofing 
themfelves to danger. Have you not already 
fworn to aft the part to which I now exhort you, 
to defend your walls againft the Spaniards, and 
to preferve your allegiance to the prince of 
Orange, whom you have acknowledged as the 
only lawful governor of the province i And in 
order to /ave ourfelves from the hardlhips of a 
fiege, Ihall we imitate that vile example of 
treachery, which in our enemies appears fa 
odious ? Let us derive courage, my friends, 
from' the juftnefs of our caufe; and rather than 
fubmittofuch an enemy, let us refolvc to die, 
fighting glorioufly in defence of our ^religidnt 
our libertyi and laws." 

This fpeech was received with ihouts of high 
applaufe by all the audience. They cried out 
with ont voice i " No peace with the Spani* 
ards; we will fhed the laft drop of our blood, 
rather than open our gates to fo perfidious an 
enemy." Riperda then lent information to the 
prince of Orange, who was at this time in 
. Delft, of the refoiution. which they had formed. 
And in return, William encouraged the citi- 
zens to perfcvcre, by affuring them that the 
other cities in the province would exert them- 
fcivcs widi /jgour in their behalf. Immedi- 
lo ateljr 
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aiefy after which he reinforced the garrifon with * ^jj> ^ 
four companies of Germans; and fent St.Al- ^ -^ y ^, 
degondc with a commiffion to put the admini- '^^* 
ftratioo of the town in' the hands of fuch as 
Were fihcercly attached to the reformed reli- 
gion. Of the three ambafladors who had 
treated With thb Spaniards, one remained with 
Toledoi and the other two were^ upon their 
return to Haerkm^ put under arfefl:> and ieht 
to DcUti where, after being tried, they werd 
fcondcmncd as traitdrs. Onjc of tbexrt died irt 
priibn, and the other was executed publicly: 
an inftance of fevcrity, with which the prince 
of Orange was not difpleafedi as it tended td 
deter the catholics in the other cities from hold-* 
ing correipondence with die enemy. 

Thb news of thcfe unexpeft^d eVents excit- 
ed, in the fiery tempers of Toledo and his fa- 
ther, the higheft degree of wrath and indigna-k 
tion. They immediately gave orders for the 
march of the troops to Haerlem, and exerted 
themfclres ftrenuoufly in making prepara-*- 
tions for carrying on the ficge with diipatch 
and vigour* 

Haerlem was, at the time of this memo-^ i5efenpti<ja 
Ifablc fiege, the moft confiderable town in Hoi- ^"'''^™' 
land, next to Amfterdam. It was furrounded 
with a deep ditch and a ftrong wall^ but was of 
F » fo 



Digitized by VjOOQLC 



«57». 



6S HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

B ^^ * fo great extent, that it required a numerous 
garrifon to defend it. It Hands beautifully in 
the midft of an extenfive plain, having a wood 
on one fide, and a branch of the river Sparen 
on the other; and the other branch of that 
river pafles through the town, and then- falls 
*into the lake, or as it is fometimes called, the 
fea of Haerlem. Anntfterdam and Leyden are 
nearly at the diftance of between three and ftnir 
leagues from it; the former lying towards the 
eaft, and the latter towards the fouth. From 
Amiterdam and Utrecht, Toledo propofed to 
fiimifh his army with provifions ; and the people 
of Haerlem expcAed to derive the fame advan- 
tage from the neighbourhood of Leyden j where, 
in order to* affift them more efFeflrually^ the 
prince of Orange now fixed his refidence. 

Tke ncareft way by which the Spanifli zrmf 
could approach to Haerlem, was by the fort 
of Sparendam, the rampart of which flood on 
the dyke along which the troops mpft pafs. In 
this fort Riperda had placed a garrifon of three 
hundred men, and had begun to employ the 
country people in breaking down the dyke, in 
order to lay the country under i?^ater. But 
the froft having fet in with uncommon icverity, 
rendered ^ their labour fruitlefs, and gave the 
Spaniards ea(y accefs to the fort. The garri- 
fon made a vigorous refiftance {or fome time; 

but 
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but being attacked on every fide, and over- book 
powered by fuperior numbers, they were at ^^^-^m^ 
length compelled to retire to Hacrkm, ^^*' 

Toledo followed foon after with his army, Toledo b«;- 
which confifted of between twelve and thirteen ft%c^. ^ 
thouland men; fix thoufand of whom were na- 
tives of Spain, and the reft Walloons and Ger- 
mans. ' He had juft begun to affign them their 
feveral ftations, when he received intelligence 
that a body of troops, amounting to near three 
thouland men, with cinnon and provifions, 
were upon their march from Leyden, with an 
intention to enter Haerlem, before the blockade 
was formed. He fct out immediately to inter- 
cept them, and had the good fortune, during a 
fall of fnow, to come upon them unawares, 
near the village of Berkenrodc. His troops 
being greatly fuperior in number to the enemy, 
broke their ranks at the firft x)nfet, and having 
killed between fix and feven hundred, put the 
reft to flight. Their officers endeavoured to 
rally them, but in vain. They fled precipi- 
tately, and left their cannon and provifions a 
prey to the vidtorious army. 

Flushed with this fuccefs, Toledo returned proyrtftef 
immediately to the fiege. Having ftadoned ^^'^'^s*- 
the Walloons and Germans on the great road 
which le^ds to Leyden, he himfelf, with the 
F.3 Spaniards^ 
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« o o K Spaniards, took poflc(fion of an holpital, which 



lay near the gate of the crois. At this plac^ 
^-^ he refolvcd tP begin his operaoons, although 
the gate was covered by a ftrong ravelin, and 
the wall oi\ that fide could be more eafily de« 
fended than in any other quarter. Into thk 
Hunder he was betrayed, not fo much by 
ignorance or inadvertence, as by th? contempt 
which he entertained for the befieged. After 
the fuccefs with which his arms had every 
where been attended, he did not cxpcdt to 
meet with the fmalleft difficulty in his prefen? 
cnterprifes and flattered himfelf that Haerlem, 
like the other revolted cities^ would, as loon 
as he ihould begin hi& attack, open her gates 
to receive hjm. From the fame prefumptioii, 
he neglcfted all the precautions which arc 
ufually tak^n in fieges; and, witl^out opening 
trenches to cover his men from the enemy's 
fire, he planted his battery, and began to can- 
I^onade the gate and ravelin. He had no 
fooner made a breach, than he refoived to 
ilorm it, and for this purpofe ordered one hun- 
dred and fifty men to crofs the ditch, by means 
of a portable bridge. This detachment wa$ 
ordered to return, in cafe the breach Ihould 
^be found iniprafticablc. - gut the reft of the 
foldiers, who were not lefe confident of liiccef^ 
than their general, and were impelled by their 
gyidity for pku^dcr, without waiting for the 

word 
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word of command^ rtn forward to the bridge, ^ 
ftnd paffed over it in great numbers.. They 
foon perceived their error. The breach wa:$ '^^*" 
not near fo confiderable as they had imagined, 
and their fcaling-laddcrs were too (horr. The 
narrownefs of the bridge, which permitted on- 
Jy three men to march a-breaft, threw them in* 
to confufion. They ftood on the brink of the 
ditch, crowded together, and expofed to the 
mufquetry as well as cannon of the befieged. 
Still, however, the foolifh ardor with which 
they were infpired, made them unwilling to re- 
tire, till Romero, an officer whom they highly 
relpcftcd, advanced towards them, and re- ' 
proached them with the madnefs of their ac- 
tempt. " Do you not perceive," he cried, 
•* that the fmallnefs of the breach renders your 
aflault imprafticable ? Is this the difciplina 
which you have learnt in the fchool of the duke 
of Alva ? Thus, without orders, to expole 
yourfelves a defencelefs prey to thefc ret#Is, 
who infult and butcher you, while they them- 
felves are out of the reach of danger ? You 
will foon find an opportunity to take vengeance 
on them. At prefent it is not in your power.** 
At length he perfuaded them to retire, but 
not till he himfplf was wounded, and near two 
hundred private men, and a' great number of 
offiqersi had fallen. 

F 4 Tiixs 
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^ xi? '^ This difaftcr fcrvcd to undeceive Toledo 
Vr'-/*'-^ wicK regard to the facility of his cUterprifc} 
'^^^* and he refolved not to cxpofe hjs troops to any 
further dahgcr, till he (hould be fully provided 
ivith every thing neceflary for conducing the 
fiege, with Icf^ expcncc^of blood, and a better 
profpeft q{ fifccefs. For this end, he gavi? the 
proper inftjoiftions to his agpnts in Utrecht and 
. Amfterdapi ; hut all the roads which led to his 
camp, were fo much infeflcd by the Hollan- 
ders, that a whole month elapfed before he was 
in a condition t9 renew his operations ^ainft 
the town. 

fiuppUesfcnt ^ The prince of Orange ,wfis more fuccefsful 

to the town •«• r*Tx ii 

pvcrthcice. }ti his attempts to lecure. it. He could not in- 
deed colled a fgfficient nijmber of troops, either 
to raife the fiege, or to force his way through 
the enemy's entrenchments. But the froft hav- 
ing continued for feveral weeks, not only men^^ 
but even loaded carriages, could be conveyed 
over the Jake with greater facility than by land. 
The rpader peed not be told with what agility- 
the Hollanders tranlport thcmfelv?§ from one 
place to another, over the }ce, with fcates. 
They exerted all their dexterity on this occa- 
fion> and introduced into the city fifteen com- 
panies of foldicrs, together with a gfejit nx^m- 
per of fledges, loaded widi proyifions and an^r 
jnunifiqa^ 

Iff 
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In the mean time Toledo had prepared every 
thing requifite for rcfuming the operations of 
the fiege; and he now haftened to repair tlie *^'*' 
faults which he h^d committed in the begin-* 
ning ; proceeding with greater caution than be- 
fore, btit with the fame activity and vigour* 
Having by trenches fccured his troop$ againft 
the fire of the bcfiegcrsj he began to batter the 
town with his artillery; and at the fame time 
employed his miners, of whom the duke of 
Alva had fcnt him three thoufen/l from the 
biihopric of Liege, in working rr^hes, and fap- . 
ping the foundation of the walls. Neither la- 
bour nor danger was avoided. But the bold-. 
nefe and vigilance of the citizens and garriibn 
were in proportion to the means employed to 
fubdue them^ 3y countermines, they either 
prevented, or rend^fed inefFe<S:ual, the mines 
of the befiegersi ^qd no fooncr was a breach 
made in the fortifications, than ditches were 
dug, or fome fuddeo bulwark raifcd behind it, 
by which all acccfs was rendered as difficult as 
cve^,. Not fatisficd with afting on the defen- 
sive, they ofteqed fallied out upon the befiegers, 
deftroyed their work^, and fell upon them fword 
\n hand, when they were the leaft prepared to 
repel their attacks. 

WnitE thp Spaniards were thus kept in per- 
petual occupation and anxiety, the prince of 

Orange 
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Orange laboured affiduonfly to increafc their 
difficulties, by fending out flying panics to in- 
^^^*' tercept their convoys of provifions. Some of 
thefe attempts proved Yucccfsful 5 • and as they 
made it neceffary for Toledo to fend large de- 
tachments fronri his army to guard his convoys, 
they facilitated the introdudiofi 6f fupplies in- 
to Haerlem, and retarded the'progrcfe of the 
fiege. 

Welds Almost all the fupplies of the SpanHh armjr 

^ffod b7' ^^^^ fi*^^ Amfterdam, and there was but one 
^ P^' road by which they could be conveyed. In or* 
dcr to take poffeffion of an important pafs on 
that road, the prince had fent a detachment of 
troops under Antony Ic Peintre, who had a 
principal concern in the furprife of Mons. The 
catholics of Amfterdam having received inform- 
ation of this defign, difpatched a number of 
forces, fufficient not only to fccure the pafs, but 
to engage with the enemy. The two parties 
came to blows; the proteftants were routed, 
and many of them flain ; among whom was le 
Peintre their commander. I(i derifion of the 
bcfieged, tlje Spaniards having cut off the 
heads of Ic Peintre, and of another officer kill- 
ed in that rencounter, whofe name was Con- 
ing or King, they threw them over the walls 
into the city, with an infcription tied to the 
head -of Coning, which bore, befides his name, 

upon 
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upon which they jcfted awkwardly, that he was ® ^^ ^ 
come with two thoufand auxiliaries to raife the v^.-^^!,^ 
Hegc. Of this infult the Haerlemefe Ihcwcd *572* 
their, refentmcnt, by an a&ion equally barba- 
rous. They beheaded twelve of their Spanifh 
prifonersj and then pyt all their heads into ^ 
cafk, which they rolled down into the trenchesi 
^fter writing upon it, " The tax of the tenth 
penny to the duke of Alva, with the intcreft 
due to him on account of the delay of pay- ' 
xnent" In revenge for this barbarity, the Spa- 
niards hung up by the feet and neck, a number 
of prifqners, in fight of the beficged ; who, irt 
return, put to death fomc more of iheir pri- 
foners, in the fanie ignominious manner, irt 
the view of the Spaniards. Such inftances of 
ba!4>arous artd ufelefs cruelty were often prac- 
tifed m the beginning of the prefent war^ nor 
were they difc6ntinued, till the duke of Alva 
and his fon, who by their example contributed 
much to the ipre^ding of this favage fpirit, had 
Jieft the Netherlands, 

Th? operations of the fiege were in the mean Toictioar, 
time carried on by Toledo with as much cele- ^^"^'^ '^ 
rity, as the difficulty under which he laboured 
^n furmihlng himfelf with provifions, and the 
numberlefs difeafes which the feverity of the 
ieafbn ^ occafioncd among his troops, would 
allow, pv undermining the ravelin which de- 
fended 
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B o^p K fended the gate of the crofs, he obliged the 
ip,-^J.^ garrifon to abandon it$ and after a cannonad- 
^^"^^ ing, which had laftcd for many days, by which 
he laid a great part of the wall in ruins, he at 
laft refolved to ilorm the breach with all his 
forces. For this purpofe he drew them to- 
gether from their feveral ftations in the night; 
and that he might find the befieged unprepar- 
ed, he began the affault before day-break. No 
precaution was negleded to infure fuccels. 
The orders were explained to all the foldicrs, 
particularly and diftinftly. Each man had his 
ftation and part afligned him. Some were ap- 
pointed to Hand at a proper diftance from the 
walls, to annoy the enemy in cafe they Ihould 
appear; and thofe who were deftined for the 
affault were enjoined to obferve the ttioft pro* 
found filcnce, till they fhould make themfelvcs 
maftcrs of the breach^ So well was this laft 
injunftion obfervcd, that feveral of the Spani- 
ards had mounted the breach, and even fcaled 
the walls, before the befieged were apprifcd of 
their approach. But when they had advanced 
thus far, they were perceived by the guards, 
who immediately founded the alarm, and 
tumble4 them all headlong, before they had 
time to put themfclves into a pofture of defence* 

iircpiiifed. This affault was made iiear the ravelin of 
which the Spaniards had got poffeffion ibme 

days 
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days before ; and in order to fccond the aflail- 
ants, many Spanilh officers and foldicrs were 
ftanding upon the ravelin, and a great number '^^*' 
round it. The^ townfmen having refolved to 
render this fortification ufelcfs to the enemy, 
had wrought a mine under it, and lodged 
there a quantity of gunpowder, and other com- 
buflible materials. They faw with joy, and 
fci?ed inftantly, the opportunity prefented to 
them, of executing their purpofe with Jignal 
damage to the enemy. A part of the ravelin, 
with the ground adjoining to it> was blown up; 
and many of the Spaniards perifhed. The reft 
of the army ftood aghaft at this unforeieen 
diiafter. The citizens left them no leifure to 
recover from their aftonifhment, but ruflicd 
out impctuoufly, attacked them with irrefift- 
ible fury, and ^oompellcd them to retire with 
the 16& of a grcaf number of officers, and up- 
wards of three hundred private men. 

The failure of this attempt, in which Toledo He m«bv 
jiad Exerted hii^ utmoft force and (kill, gave rainngdF 
him great anxiety with regard to the ifluc of ^^^^'^ 
Ac fiege; and fome of the principal officers 
advifcd him to raifc it widiout delay. *^ AIL 
the miferics of a fiege," they faid, " were felt 
more by the royal army, than by the rebels 
who were befieged* - Through the difficult 
Conjmunication between the camp and Amfter^. 
' ^; dam. 
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BOOK (Jam, tlw troops laboured imdcr a perpetila! 

ihi- ^ ( -/ fcarcity of provifions ; and fuffered more from 
^5^*" the fe verity of the fcafon, than from the fword 
of the eneniy. They would cither never be 
able to take the place^ or it woyld coft them 
infinitely more than it was worth* In the end, 
the* conquerors would find themfelvcs in as de- 
plorable a condition as the conquered 5 and no 
army would remain, fufficient to fubdue the 
other ckies which hid rebelled/* 

. This opinion ivas warmly oppofed by other 
officers, who repr^fentedi That- their fuccefs 
in the further profccution of the war, would 
depend on the iflTue of the prefent fiege* " If 
We raife it/' faid they, " we fhall confifm all 
the other cities in their obftinacyj if-we per- 
fivefe, we fhall render eafier every future en- 
terprife. The feafon cannot i-emain long in its 
prefent feyerity* One night may diffolve the 
ice, of which our enemies have fo often availed 
Aemfdves. Our lofs of ilien will be Ipeediiy 
repaired by the levies which are making in the 
Netherlands, and by the troops which we ex- 
pc6l from Spain, We (hall foon ht able to eul 
ofF the town from all communication with the 
other revolted cities ; and when we have done 
this, can we doubt? that the beiieged will open 
their gates and throw themfelvcs upon our 
mercy ?" 

Bktwj^bn 
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Between thcfe oppofitc opinions Toledo ® ^^ ^ 
would not take' upon himfelf to decide, but re- u .-y / -^, 
ferred the matter to the duke, whofe anfwer, Aiva^Jku 
carryingin it'the appearance of authority more ^^^ 
than of counfel, ftiewcd that he wasj not a 
Kttle diffatisfied with his fon for deliberating 
on the fubjed. " You muft pifofecutc the 
fiege," faid ^ Alva, in the letter whiih he wrote 
to him> *^ till you, bring it to the defired 
iflue; unlcfs you would prove yourfelf un- 
worthy of the name you bear, of the blood- 
from which you are fprung, and of the com-, 
mand with which I have intrufted you* The 
more difficult this enterprifc, the greater gbry 
may you derive from it. In a fiegc of fucfc 
importance as the prefent, you ought not to 
confider the number of days which it detain?, 
you, but the confequences with which your 
fuccefs or failure will be attendedr You muft. 
now endeavour to effectuate by famine, what you 
have been unable to accomplilb by the fword* < 
You muft blockade the town, inftead of ftprm* 
ingitj and you will be enabled to render the 
blockade complete, by the reinforcement 
which will foon be fent you. But if ftill you 
Ihall entertain thoughts of abandoning your 
cnterprife, I will cither come myfelf to the 
camp, lick as I anj i or if my increafing illneft 
ihall prevent me, I will fend for the dutchefi 

of 
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B o o K. of Alva to command the army, rather tliarl 
C^'J^^ fufFer it to ivithdraw/* 

Frederic Sf^as ftung with this reproach, ancf 
refolvcd to profecutc the ficge, regardlcft o^ 
all the difficulties and dangers which had in- 
duced him to deliberate. He proceeded flow-* 
ly, hbwevcr, on account of his want 6f i.fuf- 
ficient number of troops to form the blockade f 
ivhcn, about the middle of February, the froft 
went ofF, and changed entirely the operations 
of the contending parties* 

Battle on Thb prfncc of Orange had riot neglected tb 
provide for this event. A great number of 
, veffels had been preparedj and as foon as the 
ice was meked, and the wind favourable, they 
left Leyden with a large fupply of provifions ; 
and failing along the lake, entered into the 
Sparen, and got fafe to Haerlem. In this way 
the beficged were frequently fuppliedj nof 
could the Spaniards, for fome time procure a 
naval force ftifficient to prevent ic At laft thd* 
count de Boflut, afliftcd by the people of Am* 
fterdam, coUefted a great number of afmcd 
veffels, with which he made his appearance <)n 
the lake. And thus the fcene was almoft en- 
tirely changed, and the operations of the fiegc 
converted, for ievcral wecks^^ into th^ various 

rencounter* 
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rencounters which paffed between the fleets; b o o ic- 
while the one party laboured to introduce fup- v , '_i 
plies into the city, and the other was continual- '^7^. 
ly on the watch to intercept them. At firft the 
anions were flight and unimportant, but at 
length the number of ftiips on both fides being 
greatly augmented, they came to a general en- 
gagement i in which, after much bloodflied, 
viftory declared againft the proteftants. la 
this action the count de BoflTut acquired great 
honour, and reduced , the enemy's fleet to fo 
low a pitch, that henceforth they could not ven- 
ture with fafcty to come within his reach. He 
foon after made himfelf maflier of a fort in 
the mouth of the Sparen, and having fta- 
tioned a part of the fleet there, he rendered 
all accefs to the town by w^ater utterly imiprac- 
ticable. 

• During theft tranfaftions on the lake, the The vigour 
townfmen and garrifon exerted the fame afti- ' dky o?t'hi^ 
vity and vigour as before. They gave the be- ^*^^'^s^f 
fiegers no refpite, but haraflfed them continual- 
ly, by Tallying out in fl:rong bodies, fome- 
times in one quarter, and fometimes in an- 
other. In one of the fallies, they drove the 
German forces from their intrenchmenta, flew 
upwards of eight hundred of them, fet on 
lire their tents and bagga.ge, an4 carrying off a 
Vol, JI, G gr^a; 
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' XI? ^ &^^^ number of cannon and military enfigns^ 
i --'i^"*g / returned to the town in triumph ". 

J573- 

But Toledo was foon afterwards in a condi- 
tion to prevent thcfe eruptions, from which the 
befiegcd derived fo much glory. The rcin- 
forccmcnf which his father had been preparing, 
at length arrived 5 and his trenches were there- 
by fecured agaioft any attack that could be 
made upon thcm^ either from within, or from 
without, 

2SL^ ^^ '^^^ befieged began to fuffer greatly from a 
fcarcity of provifions. There was no expedi-* 
cnt for relief, however dcfperate, which they 
did not employ. They attempted frequendy 
in the night, to force the encmy*s lines, and 
to open a paflage for the convoys, which, agree- 
ably to concert, the prince of Orsmge fent for- 
ward, to be ready to enter the town, in cafe the 
jgarrifon could diflodgc the befiegers from their 
entrenchments. But they found the enemy 
every where prepared to receive them, and 
were repulfed in all their attempts. They had 
then recourfe to another no lefs delperate expe- 
dient. They broke down the dyke of the Spa- 
rep, and laid all the ground between the lake 

m Tboanns, torn. iii. p. zi8» 
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and the city under water. The Spaniards be- 
ing obliged, in confeqUence of this device, to 
quit the part of their entrenchments to which 
the water reached, fome flat-bottomed boats 
paffed into the town, with gun-powder and 
provifions. But the rejief which the befieged 
received in this way was inconfiderable. Boffut 
being abfolute mafter of the lake, the paffagc 
by which the Hollanders had entered was foon 
blocked up, and all accefs to the town render- 
ed as difficult as even 

The people of Haerlem had now no prolpeft count bk^ 
of deliverance, but from a body of troops SSmS. 
which the prince of Orange* had for fome 
months been employed in aflcmbling, with a 
view to attempt the raifing of the fiege. He 
had folicited aid from the queen of England, 
and from the^ French and German proteftants. 
But the former was averfe at this time to de- 
cjaring herfelf openly againft Philip j and both 
thic latter were too much occupied at home, to 
have either leifur^ or power to afford their 
brethren in Holland any efFeftual affiftance. 
In the mean time, the famine in Haerlem had 
rifen to the moft dreadful height. Every ^ 
ipecies of ordinary food was. already confumed 5 
and the people fubfiftcd on the roots of the 
coarfcft herbs, and on the flelh of horfes, dogs, 
and other animals, againft whith men com- 

G 2 monly 



Digitized by VjOOQLC 



-BOOK 

XII. 



3f373- 



8+ HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

monly entertain the ,moft irrcconeilablc aver- 
fion. William having got information of the 
extremity to which they were reduced, refolved 
to make an effort in their behalf, with the 
forces which he had already collected. They 
confifted partly of French, German, and Eng- 
li(h proteftants, but chiefly of raw troops, 
which had been levied haftily for the prefent 
purpofc in the neighbouring cities 5 amounting 
to four thoufand foot, and fix hundred horfe. 
He intended to have conducted this little army 
himfiblf, but was prevailed on by the States to 
give the copimand of it to the count of Batten- 
burg. Notice was conveyed to the befieged, of 
the time when this armament would approach 
Haerlem, by letters tied to pigeons, which 
had been brought from Haerlem to Leyden, in 
order to be employed as meflcngers to the be- 
fieged, in cafe all other communication be- 
tween the cities fhould be obftrudcd "» 

Battenburg fet out from Leyden with his 
troops, feveral field-pieces, and a large con- 
voy of provifions, in the beginning of July. 
His inftrudions were, to diredt' his attack 
^gainfl: the quarters of the Germans ftationed 
fowards the plain of Haerleni. The befieged, 
ij was expefted, would fally out upon them at 

# Thu^ans, lib, ly. c. r, 
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the fame time, and while they were thus dif- ^ ^p ^ 
trafted by one^ enemy before, and another be- u.i.-^^.il>,i 
hind then), it was hoped that the convoy' of '^^ 
provifions would find an opportunity of enter* 
ing the town. But Toledo having received in-^ 
telligence of their defign, drew up a part of his 
forces within their entrenchments, to rcprels 
the fally intended by the befiegad, and led out 
the reft to meet count Battenburg, His troops 
being gready fuperior to the enemy both in dif- 
cipline and number, broke their' ranks, and 
threw them into* confufion at the firft onfct. 
The general, and .upwards of two thoufand 
men^ were killed j and almoft the whole con- 
'voy of provifions , feu into the hands of the 
vigors. 

Tnrs difafter entirely bi-oke the fpirits of the Thebefi^^- 
beficged, and made it neceflary for them to pro- capituii;*, 
pofe a furrender without delay* They accord- 
ingly fent a deputation to Toledo^ with an 
offer to deliver up the town, on condition that 
-the inhabitants fhould not be pillaged^ and 
that the garrilbn (hould be allowed to march 
out of it, with the honours of war. Toledo Hifanfwii'; 
rcfuied to liften to thefe, or any other condi- 
tions j and informed them that they muft leave 
it to him to determine, what treatment both 
the garrifon and citizens fhould receive. 
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BOOK The bcficgcd were too well acquainted widi 
i^m^^^ his implacable fpirit> not to fhrink at the 
ThciTrcfo. thoughts of expofing themfelvcs to his mercy, 
lotion. They had not forgotten the difmal cataftrophe 
of Nacrden. They confidered this anfwer as a 
dcclar;ation> that he had devoted them to de- 
ftruftion. The people ran in crowds from 
icvery quarter of the city, to the places of 
public refort, in order to learn the particulars 
of that fetal anfwer which the deputies had 
brought. The women, the aged, and all the 
more unwarlike part of the inhabitants, wcfe 
overwhelmed with terror. As if jrheir houies 
had been already in flames, or as if they had 
beheld the bloody fword of the Spaniard wav- 
- ing round them, there was nothing to be fccn 
or heard, but tears, and Ihrieks, and groans. 
Their dcfpair was foon afterwards converted into 
a degree of madncfs, by a rcfolution formed 
by the governor and garrifon, to leave all fuch 
as were unable to bear arms behind them, and 
to force their way, fword in hand, through the 
enemy's lines. To prevent them from execut- 
ing their purpofe, the women haftened tumul- 
tuoufly (many of them with their children in 
their arms) to the gate where the garrifon had 
appointed to rendezvous before their departure. 
It was a fccne truly piteous and miferable ; the 
women either rolling in the duft, or clinging 
round the necks and knees of their hulbands, 
7 fathers. 
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lathers, fons, or brothers ; diflblved in tears, 
and imploring that they might be carried along 
with them, and fufFcred cither to efcape or '^^^ 
pcrifli together. The men were melted at the 
light of fo much anguifli in perforis fo near 
and dear to them, and yielded at lafl: to their 
entreaties. It was then agreed, that one half • 
of all the military in the town Ihould march in 
the front, the other half in the rear, and the 
Women, children, and others unable to beat* . 
arms, in the middle between them. Drawn 
up in this form, they refolved to attempt a paf- 
fage with their fwords through the enemy's en- 
trenchments. They knew it to be impoflible 
but that moft of them muft perifli. " But if 
wc open our gates to the Spaniards,** faid Ri- 
perda, " muft we not likewife perifh ? And if 
wc muft die, (though ftill it is poflible We may 
efcape,) is it not better to die fighting bravely 
in the fields we who have exerted ourfclves fo 
ftrcnuoufly in defence of our religion and liber- 
ty 5 than, after being ftript of our arms, and 
bound like criminals, to receive an ignomini- 
ous death upon a fcafFold, or in a dungeon, 
from the hands of an ungenerous and unrelenc-* 
ing enemy ?** 

They were upon the point of putting their Toreifooc* 
defign in execution, whea intelligence of it ^^owSi 
was carried to Toledo. He confidered^ that '•"^ 
G 4 if 
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^ XI? ^ ^^ ^^^y^ ^^^^ ^^^ diverted from it, he, fhouIcf> 
Ui-^"-j in confcquence of his viftory, inftcad of a 
*^^^' great and important city, acquire pofleffion 
only of a defolated ruin. He reflcfted too on 
the danger to which his troops might be ex- 
pofed, from the fury of fo many brave men 
animated by defpair and vengeance ; and there- 
fore, without delay, he fent a trumpet to the 
befieged, to give them hopes of favour and 
forgivenefs. There was a violent ftruggle in 
their minds for fome time between their fears, 
and the hopes with which he thus infpired 
them. But from their knowledge of his cha- 
rafter, their diftruft and diffidence prevailed; 
and they refufed to hearken to his propofal> 
till he engaged, that, on . condition of their 
paying two, hundred thoufand livres, the army 
ihould be reftrained from plundering the inha- 
bitants, and that all of them, except fifty- 
feven, whom he named, ' Ihould receive a full 
pardon of their offences. 

This exception of fo great a number of citi- 
zens, who were the moft confiderablc perfons. 
in the town, and had diftinguiflied themfelves- 
by their bravery in its defence, would have, 
prevented the accommodation from taking 
place, had not the German part of the garrifon 
urged in the mofl determined manner, that the. 
conditions offered fhould be accepted. The 

Walloons, 
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Walloons, on the other hand, and the Dutch, P ^ ^p ^ 
were extremely reluflant. and averfe; becaufe, U i^v"*.^ 
as they were more obnoxious than the Gcr- ^^^^ 
mans, they beEevcd that no mercy would be 
fliewn jthem. The garrifon being thus divided ' 
in their fentimcnts, and many of them having, 
with a view to make their efcape, fecretly with?- 
drawn from their ftations on the' walls, the in- 
habitants began to dread that the Spaniards, .- 
obferving them grown more rcmifs than for- . 
merljr, might take the town by ftormj and 
therefore, without further delay, they fent a ' 

deputation of their number, to make the fur-^ The fur. 
render on the terms propofed, 

A REGiMiNT of Spaniards was immediately 
{ent to take poffeflion of the place. All per- July 13. 
fons, whether inhabitants or foreign foldicrs, 
were ordered to lay down their arms. The 
citizens were commanded to retire into certain 
churches, and the garrifon to certain 'monafte-7 
ries, where guards were placed over them, to * 
prevent their efcape. On the fame day, Toler 
do entered the town v/ith the Spanifh troops; 
In order to induce the foreign foldiers, of whom 
the garrifon chiefly confifted, to concur with 
the inhabitants in the furrender, Toledo had 
given them particular aflfurances of lafety. And 
although they were ftriftly guarded, and not 
fufFcr^dto depart, yet bread had' been diftribut- 
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' *L? ^ <d to fhem as well as to the citizens j and 
x^^^L^^ no violence was offered tKiem till the third day, 
'^^^' ^hen the duke of Alva, who had recovicrcd 
from his illnefs, came to Haeriem, on pre- 
tence of vifiting the fortifications, but in reali- 
ty to inftruft his fon with regard to his treat- 
ment of the prifoncrs. 

Thepcrfidi- It was then, but too late, that this brave, 
of A^^^and though now dcfencelefs garrifon, repented of 
^^^^^ having fo tamely delivered up their arms; and 
faw the folly of trufting in the mercy of an 
Ungenerous enemy, whofe revenge and hatred 
were implacable. A maffacre, which had 
been concerted in the interview between the 
fether and fon, was begun, by putting to death 
three hundred Walloons, At the fame time, 
the brave Riperda and other perfons of note 
wtre beheaded. But the flaughter ftopt not 
here. Several hundreds of French, Scotch, 
and Englifli foldiers, befides a confidcrablc 
number of the citizens who had been feized in 
attempting to make their efcape, were likewifc 
butchered J and when the executioners were 
tired with flaughtering, they tied the unhappy 
viftims two by two, and plunged them into die 
river. Even the fick and wounded were carried 
out into the court-yard of the hofpital, where 
they lay, and put to the fword. . 
\ ■ ' ■ ■ ' \ . 

HiSTORIitNS 
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Hjstohians 4ifFer as to the number of thofe 
who were involved in this^ difmal cataftrophej 
and it is -remarkable 'that fonie of the Spanifh '^^' 
writers make it jgrcater than the Dutch, By 
the loweft account, nine hundred brave men 
were executed like the vileft makfaftors, who, 
trufting to Toledo's promife, had given up 
their arms,"^ and thrown thcmfelves upon his 
mercy. 

It would ihock the reader's humanity to of- Confe- 
fer any cxcufe for fuch inhuman cruelty 5 yet it Sw v^gorout 
muft not be denied that Alva had ample mat- Htericnu^ 
tcr of chagrin, when he confidercd how much 
the length of the fiege, and the obftinate valour 
of the befieged, had coft him.. By the incl&r 
mency of the feafon, by the fcarcity of provi- 
lions, and by the fword of the enemy, he had 
loft four thoufand five hundred men ; befides a 
great number whom their difeafes qr wounds 
rendered unfit for fervice. Nor was the dimi- 
nution of his forces the only lofs which he fuf- 
tained from this fiege. It was attended with an 
cxpence, by which his treafury was exhauftcd. 
It funk confiderably the reputation of his arms, 
and infpired the infurgcnts with hopes, that ^n 
enemy, who had found it fo dllHcult to con- 
quer, might themfelves be overcome. It af- 
forded leifurc to the other revolted cities to 
fettle their affairs, and furnifhed them witli 

the ^ 
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BOOK the happicft opportunity of carrying on Uticir 
L- "^-^ ■^ conquefts in Zealand, where the city of Mid- 
»573- dlcburg ftill remained in, the hands of the Spa- 
niards ^ 

Mutiny of Of the fevcral inconvenicncies . which the 
^spaniih '^^j^^ ^^ ^j^^ fufFered from the length of the 

liege, the draining of his treafury was not the 
leail confiderable; as it occafioned his. falling 
behind in the payment of his troops, and ren- 
dered abortive all the fucceeding- operations 
of the campaign. He intended that they fhould 
have gone from Haerlem into North Holland, 
to fecure the town of Alcmaer. But when or- 
ders were given for their march, they refufed to 
obey. They had been greatly exafperated by 
the conditions granted to the people of Haer- 
lem, becaufe they were thereby difappointed 
in their hopes of plunder; and they rcfolved to 
make Toledo feel their refentment, by infift- 
ing on the immediate payment of their arrears. 
He reprcfented to them the prejudice which 
the King's intereft would fufFer from their re- 
maining inaftive at the prefent crifis. But the 
more they perceived their importance, the 
higher was the gratification of their refentment. 
Without regard eidier to Toledo's remon- 
ftrances, or to the terms on which Haerlem had 

o Bentivogllo, p. 117, Metcren, p. no. Metfrfii 
Auriacufi, Ub. viii. 

been 



Digitized by 



Google 



PHILIP n^ KING OF SPAIN. * 93 

been furrcndercd, they fixed their quarters ^ ^f ^ 
in that city; laid the citizens, already ex- ^-^-^-i^ 
haufted by their fufFerings, under contribution, '^^^' 
and exercifcd over them the fame tyrannical 
oppreflion as if they had taken the town by 
ftorm: thus demonftrating to the inhabitants 
of the other cities, the abfurdity of fubmitting 
to the Spaniards, whatever conditions might 
be offered; fince, even when their command- 
ers were willing to obferve thefe conditions, 
they were violated by the foldiers, whofe rapa- 
city the general was unable to rcftrain. 

This incident affefted the duke of Alva with 
the . moft fenfible concern. He was aware of 
the pernicious effects that muft arife from it. 
He had ever valued himfelf^ and not without 
reafon, on the exadl difcipline which he had 
hitherto maintained. Inclined, but at the 
fame time afraid, to employ rigour and fe- 
verity, left ftill more pernicious confequences 
fhould follow, he refolved to make trial of 
perfuafion ; and with this view he employed 
the interccffion of the marquis of Vitelli, who 
was the moft beloved as well as the moft re- 
^^d of all his officers. Vitelli exerted his 
utmoft art and influence; and at laft, with 
infinite difficulty, he perfuaded the muti- 
pecj-s to accept a p^rt of their arrears, 

*^n4 
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^ xu^ ^ ^^^ ^^ fubmit to the authority of their com* 
I — ,li^^ mandcrs'. 

1573- 

Thefiegeof MucH tunc having been employed in this 
negociation, the feafon was far advanced be- 
fore the army could be led to Alcmaer. This 
place (if they had. attacked it fooner) muft un- 
avoidably have fallen into their hands. It had 
been the laft of all the cities in North Holland 
in ihaking off its allegiance to Philip. The 
catholic inhabitants were numerous, and had 
been able to keep poffeflion of one of the prin- 
cipal gates of the town. They had earncftly 
fcJicited Toledo to haften to their ajfliftance. 
But the mutiny of his troops having prevented 
him from complying with their requeft till it 
was too late, the prince of Orange had im- 
proved the leifure which this incident afforded 
him 5 and having fent forces to the aififtancc of 
the proteftant inhabitants, he had wrefted the 
gate out of the hands of the catholics; furnifli- 
cd the proteftants with arms, and procured for 
them, from the neighbouring cities, fupplics 
of provifions and military ftores. 

Toledo was aware of the difadvantagcs 
which muft attend his entering on the fiege of 

P BentivogUo, p. 131. 
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ft place, fituatcd like Alcmacr, in a marfhy book 
foil, fo late in the year.* But he hoped that, ^m^^^^m^ 
with fo great an army as he now poflcffcdS '^^^ 
he would be able to reduce it before the rainy 
fcafon fhould begin;- and he knew that the re- 
dudion of Alcmaer would greatly facilitate 
his conqueft of the other towns in the province. . 
He left Hacrlem, therefore, as foon as Vitclli 
had quelled the mutiny. of the troops, and 
jnarched direftly towards Alcmaer \ 

Having planted a battery on each fide of 
the town, he began a brilk cannonading, and 
in a few days made fuch confiderablc breaches, 
that he doubted not of being able to carry the 
town by ftorm. In prder to divide the garri- 
fon, he rcfolved to m^ke an aflaidt on both 
fides at once. The inhabitants perceived his The spani. 
dcfign, and prepared for their defence. The %f^T^^^ 
Spaniards having palfe^ the ditch, by means 
of two portable bridges, advanced to the at^ 
tack with loud fhoutSi and full of confidence 
that there was no force in the place fujfficient to 
oppofe them. But they foon found that cou- 
rage, when grounded on delpair, can in fome 
cafes fupply the want both of difcipline and 
numbers* The garrifon, fecondcd by ttie 

4 It amounted to fixteen thoafand men. 

' It lies at the diiUnce of onl^ one day's journey from 
Hacrlem, 
* townfm^n, 
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BOOK townimcn, made fo- intrepid a rcfiftancc, ad 
i,^^J-j filled the Spaniards with aftoniflimcnt. They 
*^^^' renewed the attack feveral times j but were at 
laft obliged to retire with the lofs of fix hundred 
killed, and three hundred wounded* Toledo 
cQuld not, either by promifes or threats, per- 
fuade them to return to the aflault. Soon af- 
terwards the rains began to fall, and the Spa- 
j}iards fufFered gready from the humidity of the 
air and foiL The duke of Alva too had received 
intelligence, that the Hollanders had formed 
the defign of opening their fluices, in order to 
lay the country round Alcmaer under water. 
To fave his army, therefore, from deftrudtion, 
he fent orders to his fon to raife the fiege; 
The ficge which Frederic ^did accordingly on the cle- 
^f^^' venth of Oftober. He then marched to the 
fouthern parts of the province, and put his 
troops, greatly* fatigued and cxhaufted, into 
winter-ijuarters*, 

sea.fi^ht ^ Alva was not more fortunate at this time by 
near Am- feo than hc had been by land at Alcmaer. In 

iterdam. . ' . 

revenge for the afliftance which the people of 
Amfterdam had lent the Spaniards in the liegc 
of Haerlem, the inhabitants of Enchuyfen, 
Horn, and other proteftant cities, had fitted 
out againft them a numerous fleet, which they^ 

• Metcren, p. 123. Thuanu8> lib.lv. fcft, 8. 

ftationed 
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ftarioned in the mouth of the river Yc. With * ° ° "^ 
this fleet they took or deftroyed every vcflel i*: '^^i ■ ! 
that attempted to pafs from Amfterdam into '^^^ 
the Zwider fea, and thus put an entire ftop to 
the trade of that commercial city. To remedy 
this evil, which muft foon have proved fatal to 
a people who flibfifted wholly by trade^ the 
duke of Alva had come himfclf to Amfterdam, 
where he had equipped with the utmoft expe- 
dition a fleet, confifting of* twelve fhips of war, 
of a much larger fize than ufual, of which he 
gave the command to the count de Boflut. 
This fleet was much inferior in number to that 
of the enemy; but this difadvantage, Alva 
hoped, would be compenfated by the number 
of foldiers on board, added to the fuperior fize 
of the Ihips, and the (kill and bravery of the 
commander. 



As foon as Boflut approached the mouth of The prote^ 

ftants vi< 
torioui. 



the river, the Hollander left their ftation, and ^^""'"^^ 



retired towards Horn and Enchuyfen, Here 
they received a confiderable reinforcement; 
and foon afterwards returned, under the com- 
mand of Theodore Sonoy, to watch an oppor- 
tunity to encounter the enemy on advantage* 
ous terms. The two fleets for fome time lay 
in fight of each other, and frequent Ikirmifties 
paflTed between them. BoflTut hefitated long, 
whether he (hould venture to engage with a 
Vox.. IL H force 
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force fo much fupcrior ; and for this reafon he 
kept his fleet in the open fea, and in the dcepeft 
*^73- water, where he could avail himfelf of the fizc 
of his (hips. But the people of Amfterdam, 
impatient under the interruption of their trade, 
having tranfmitted a falfe reprefentation to the 
duke of Alva of the ftrength of the Dutch fleet, 
perfuaded him to fend poCtive orders for a ge- 
neral engagement. Boflut, though extremely 
' ' diffident of fuccefs, immediately fleered to- 
wards the enemy, who lay in fhallow water, 
prepared for his attack. The combat was be- 
gun with great fpirit and intrepidity, but vie* 
tory foon appeared on the fide of the Holland- 
ers; who having a much greater number ot 
fliips than the enemy, attacked them on every 
fide j and being much nimbler in all their mo* 
tions, did them a great deal of mifchief, while 
their own lofs was incdnfiderable. Of BofTut's 
fleet, one Ihip, with all the crew, was funk; 
three were ftrandcd, and afterwards taken by 
the Hollanders i and all the refl:, except the 
admiral's galley, faved themfelves by flight. 
Of this veflel, the cotemporary hiftorians Ipcak 
in the flirongefl: terms; and reprefent her as 
one of the largefl-, and the befl: equipped, that 
had been ever fccn. She was furrounded by a 
number of the enemy's fmaller veflcls, which 
battered |ier furioufly on every fide^ and at 
length drove her upon a bank. BoflTut, ftill 

unwilling 
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unwilling to furfer her to fall into their hands^ ^ ^^ ^ 
continued to make the nioft obftinate refifl:- Ui^y-j 
tnce •, till, of three hundred foldlcrs x)n board, '^^^ 
two hundred and twenty were killed, and all 
the reft wounded but fifteen. In this fituation, 
one of the : Spaniards, who remembered the 
fcencs of treachery and bloodfhed in which he 
had been concerned in Naerden and Haerlem^ 
advifed the admiral to receive the enemy into 
the fbip, and then to bloW her in the air. But 
Boffut, confcious of having done eyery thing Btflutii 
that either his duty or his honour could require, fonc?. 
rcfufed to liften to. fo defperate a propofal^ and 
chofe rather to confide in an offer which was 
made him by the Hollanders, that if he would 
furrender without any further refiftancc, they 
would fpare the lives of all that were on board. 
On this condition the Ihip was accordingly 
given up; and Boffut, with fuch of the crew 
and foldiers as furvived, was conducted to pri- 
fon in the town of Horn *. 

SoNoy fent immediate notice of this viftory* 
to the States of Holknd ; who being fenfibte 
how much their fafety depended on maintain-* 

' Thi^ efigagemeBt laftcd for tweoty-dght hottrs* 

* The admiral's fliip called the Inquifitioo^ carried only 
two and thirty guii8.--rThuanus> lib. lv« fedl. vii, Mete^ 
ten, p« 125. Bentivoglio^ P* >33* 
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3 p o K ing their fupcriority at fea, had been extremely 
\_ i- ' anxious with regard to the ifTue of the conteft; 
'^^^' and they now appointed a folenm thankfgiv- 

ing to be obfcrvcd in all the churches of the 

province. 

Th« States Their joy on this occafion was not a little 

cTti^^ increafed by the acquifition of San Gertruden- 

*^'** berg; which gave them the command of the 

Maefe, and a free entrance into the province 

of Brabant. It was taken by a detachment of 

',.. < their troops, under the command of the Sieur 

de Payette, a French proteftant, who entered 

it in the night by fcalade, and put the garrifon, 

confifting of a cohort of Walloons under a Spa- 

nifli governor, to the fword. 

St, Aide- Tnislofs was in fome mdafurc compenfated 
prlfone"?^*" to thc dukc of Alva, by an advantage which a 
detachment of his army gained over thc Sieur 
de St. Aldegonde, who had marched with a 
body of troops to check the excurfions of thc 
Spaniards in thc fouthcrn parts of Holland. 
St. Aldegonde's forces were cut to pieces or dif- 
perfcd, and he himfelf was taken prifoner. Alva 
would not have fpared the life of a man, who, 
by his aftivity in ronfing the fpirit of liberty 
among his countrymen, had rendered himfdf 
fo exceedingly obnoxious, had he not been rc- 
ftrained by his regard for the prefcrvarion of 

thc 
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the count de BolSit; upon whom the prince of ^ ^ ^ 5 
Orange had declared he would retaliate, for <■ --^^" . ^ 
whatever feverity Ihould be ufed againft St. '^^^* 
Alde^nde", 

AtvA intended to have begun the next cam- Aiva leaves 
paign widi die ficge of Leydcn; and with diis ul^^^^' 
view he feized upon a number of ftations in 
the neighbourhood of that city. But this 
fiege, no Icfs memorable than that of Hacr- 
km, was rcfcrvcd for his fucceffor. Alva had, 
as mentioned above, applied to Philip for li- 
berty to leave the Low Countries, on account 
of the bad ftatc of his health, occafioncd by 
the moifture of the climate, and the fatigues 
which he had undergone. This was believed 
by many to be only a pretence 5 while his re- 
qucft proceeded in reality from apprehenfions, 
diat the king had liftened to the reprefentations 
of his enemies, and would foon confer his of- 
fice upon another. There is very little reafon, 
however, to fuppofe that Philip was in the 
fmalleft degree diflatisfied with his conduft, 
fince he appears, in all his tyranny and vio- 
lence, to have afted with ftridb conformity to 
his inftruftions. But Philip having at Uft be- 
come diffident of the fucccfs of thofc cruel 
me^fures, which he had hitherto prcfcribcd, 

* Menrfii AlbanQt, p. 270. MetereD» p. 125* 
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had irfotvcd, not from choice, but from nc- 
ccffit}^, to make trial t)f fome more gentle ex- 
'^^^' pedicnts. He knew how unfit the duke of 
Alva was to be employed in the* execution of 
this new plan of government; and he believed 
that no conceflions would prove acceptable to 
the revoked provinces, that could be made by 
one who had rendered hiiiifclf fo much the ob- 
je£t of their abhorrence. He had therefore 
readily confented that Alva Ihould retire, and 
had, more than a year before the prefent pe- 
riod, appointed the duke de Medina Coeli, 
governor of the Netherlands, in his room. Thi$ 
nobleman having found, upon his arrival, that * 
the provinces were in a very different ftatc 
from what he had expedted, and that the 
charge which he had undertaken would pro- 
bably be attended with much greater difficulty 
than glory, declined entering upon it, and after- 
wards obtained leave from Philip to return 
to Spain. He remained, however, in the Low 
Countries, till towards the end of the prefent 
year, when the new governor, Don Lewis dc 
Tht new Zuniga, and Requefens, arrived. And foon 
^•veriior. ^f^^j.^^ds the duke of Alva, who had come 
to BrufTels to receive Requefens, having rc- 
figned the regency into his hands, ftt out with 
his fon, by the way of Germany and Italy, fof 
^pain. 
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On this occafion men were affeftcd vari- 
ouflyv Even all the proteftants did not en- 
tertain the fame fentiments with regard to the '^^*' 
cflfefts Which the duke's departure was likely 
to produce. While Ibme rejoiced at.it from 
the dread which they entertained of his abili- 
ties i others confidered, that for feveral months 
paft his good fortune had forfaken him; and 
they believed that the abhorrence which his 
tyranny had excited towards his perfon and 
government, would, by proving a powerful 
bond of union among his enemies, effeftually 
prevent them from Hftening to aiiy infidious 
terms of accommodation which the Spaniards 
might propofc. 

Hb was regarded both by the catholics and aiv -i 
proteftants, as the chief fource of all the ca- 
lamities in which the Netherlands had been 
involved. He had received his government 
from the dutchcfs of- Parma, in a ftate of per- 
fcft tranquillity. By his tyranny, he had 
thrown it into the moft terrible combuftion, 
and kindled the ^amcs of a deftruftive war, 
which he was confcious of being unable to ex- 
tinguilh, and had therefore applied for liberty 
to retire. He is faid to have boafted to count 
Koningftein ^ at whofc houfc he lodged in his 

▼ Uncle to the prince of Orans^e. 

H 4 V way 
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^ XI? ^ ^^y ^^ ^^^Y* that, during his government of 
% . — ^^- ^ five years and a half, upwards of eighteen 
'*^3' thoufand heretics had' fufFercd by the hand of 
the public executioners befides a much greater 
number whom he had put to the fword, in 
the towns which he took, and in the field of 
batdc. 

Hisgovern- The fituation of the Low Countries during 
Alva's adminiftration, was truly deplorable. 
His oppreifion was not confined to the pro- 
teftants ; but great numbers too of the ca- 
tholics were put to death, and their efitds 
forfeited, on the pretence of their having 
given entertainment to heretics, or of having 
held a correfpondence with them in their exile. 
Wives were puniflied with the utmoft feverity 
for affording Ihelter to their hulbands whom 
the council of tumults had condemned ; chil- 
dren for performing the like kind offices to 
their parents j and in Utrecht, a father was 
executed for allowing his fon, who had re- 
turned from banilhment, to lodge under his 
roof, for ^ one night. By forcing fo many 
thoufands of the mofi: induftrious inhabitants 
to leave the country, and by negledting to pro- 
vide a naval force to oppofe the exiles at iea, 
commerce was almbft entirely ruined; not- 
withftanding which, he impofed upon the 
people more opprcffive taxes than they could 

have 
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have borne, if they had been in the moft flou- ® ^^ ^ 
ri(hing condition. In levying his taxes, the y-,^., ^ 
utmoft rigour was employed. The people *^^^ 
were often wantonly provoked, and tumults 
purpofely excited, from which occafion was 
taken to puniih them with confifcation of their 
goods, and fometimes both with death and 
confifcation. From the confifcations and taxes 
large fums were raifcdi yet, by maintaining 
fo numerous an army, and by building citadels 
to keep the principal towns in awe, as he Te* 
ceived little affiftance from the king, who was 
engaged in other expenfive enterprifcs, he fell 
behind in the payment of his troops i and in 
order to keep them in good humour, he per* 
mitted them to live at free quarters upon the 
inhabitants 5 againft whom they exercifed, on 
many occafions, the moft cruel and oppreffivc 
rapacity. 
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BOOK xm. 

PARTI. 

PHILIP could not have made choice of a boor 
more proper fucccffor to the duke of Alv» . ^^^ 
than RequefenSi who had acquired fome mili- ^»573- 
tary fame in the battle of Lcpanto, and hiad dif- Kcqu«ft». 
tinguilhcd hiitifclf in the government of Milan, 
by his prudence and moderation; qualities 
from which Philip now hoped for greater fuc- 
ccfs in quelling the rebellious fpirit of his fob- 
jcfts in the Netherlands, than had attended the . 
violent adminiftration of the duke of Alva. 

'574^ 

To Ihew as early as poffible, that a change Winfe^tr 
o|* meafures had been adopted by the court of fiigeof 

^ e *• Middle^ 
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Spain^ Requcfens began his government with 
demoliihing Alva's ftatuc above mentioned, and 
'^^^ with repreffing the infolence of certain garri- 
fons, at whofe enormities his predeccffor had 
connived*. He then applied with great in- 
duftry to make the neceflary preparations for 
the relief of Middleburg; which, having been 
clofely befieged by the Zealanders for more 
than a year and a half, was now reduced to the 
laft extremity. Several vigorous attempts had 
been made, during the duke of Alva's admi- 
niftration, to raife the fiegej but through the 
fuperiority of the Dutch fleet, they had proved 
abortives and Mondragon the governor had 
given notice, that if he was not relieved in a 
few days, he would find it neceflary to fur« 
render, 

Requesens knew that nothing but the moft 
prefling necefliity would have drawn this decla- 
ration from an officer of fo great Ipirit and for- 
titude as Mondragon. And he was fenfible, 
that, upon the prefcrvation of Middleburg, 
depended that of all the other towns in Zea- 
land which retained their allegiance. He 
therefore pofl:poned every other objeft of his 
attention i and having gone to Antwerp, he 
equipped there, and at Bergen-op-zoom, with the 

* Strada, ab init. anno one thoufand five hundred and 
fcventy-four. 
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utmoft cxpedirion, a fleet confiding of more ^ ^^ ^ 
than thirty (hips, befidcs tranlports, with pro- ^ - ^^i^ij 
vifions and military ftorcs^ '^'** 

This fleet he divided into two fquadrons, 
one of which commanded by the vice-admiral, 
the Sieur dc Glimes and Julio Romero, he or- 
dered to fail from Bergen, down the Eafter 
Scheld ; and the other under Sancio d'Avila, 
to faU down the Hondt or Welter Scheld, from 
Antwerp. By this meafure, he intended to 
difl:raft the enemy's attention, and to oblige 
them to divide their forces ; and he hoped that 
at leaft one of the two fquadrons might efl^ec- 
tuate its entrance into the canal of Middle- 
burg. 

But the prince of Orange, whofe adherents 
were numerous in every corner of the maritime 
provinces, had received early information of 
the governor's defign, and had likewife got 
intelligence of his plan of operations- Hav- 
ing paflcd over from Holland to the ifle of 
Walcheren,, and taken up his refidence in 
Fluftiing, in order to aflift the Zealanders with 
his counfel, William ftationed a part of his 
fleet on the fouth coaft of the iflalid, to lie in 
wait for d'Avila ; and fent all the reft, ftrong- 

^ MetcrcD, p. 131. 
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ly manned, and well equipped for fighting, up 
the Eafter 3cheld, with orders, as foon as pof- 
'^^^ fible to attack the fleet under the commaiui of 
dc Glimes and Romero, 

^^^ This fleet, with the greatefl: part of the 
tranlports, had already fct fail ifrom Bergen} 
and Requefens, extremely anxious for its fate, 
had accom^panied it as far as Sacherlo. There 
it caft anchor, and was waiting for the rifmg 

[ tide, when the Zealandcrs, commanded by 
Boifot admiral of Holland, arrived in fight. 
De Glimes foon perceived the fuperiority of 
Boifot*s fleet, both in the fize and number of 
the Ihips, and was of opinion that ho ought not 

' to proceed in the intended enterprife; but he 
was over-ruled by Romero, who, prompted by 
his innate courage, and by that contempt, 
which, like the reft of his countrymen, he en- 
tertained for the Dutch infurgents, infifted 
that they fhould try the fortune of a battle. 
They accordingly weighed anchor, and ad- 
vanccd to the enemy. In the beginning of 
tht engagement, De Glimes's own Ihip ran 
foul of a fand-bank, from wUioh ihe could not 
be difengaged. The Zealanderd ; perceiving 
her diftrefs, 4?ttacked her on every fide, and at 
length fct her on fire. Romero haftened to her 
9ffiftance; but all his attempts to extinguilh 
the flames proved ineSedual. In a few minutes 

ihc 
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flic funk; after having communicated the ^^ ^ *^ 
jlames to. Romero's fhip, that had come to her 
relief. Romero was obliged ^;o jump over- *^^^ 
board, and fave his life by fwimming''. The 
Zcalandcrs had the lame fortunate fuccefs 
againft all the other fhips of the cnenjy j they 
funk fome, burnt others, and took the reft. 
Befides De Glimes, and fcveral other officers, 
near a thoufand Walloons and Spaniards perifli- 
cd. The viftory was dccifive. And Reque- 
fcns had the mortification, from the dyke of 
Sachcrlo, to be an eye-witnefs of this difafter, 
which was great in itfelf j but was rendered 
ftill greater, and more affliding to him, by the 
fatal confequences with which he forefaw it 
muft be attended. 

D'AviLA in the mean time, with the fqua- 
dron under his command, had failed from Ant^ 
wcrp, and advanced as far as Flufhing. Had 
he proceeded in his voyage without delay, he 
muft have reached Middleburg, in ipite of 
- the Dutch fleet which had been ftationed to 
vOppofe him; for it is not probable that he 
would have met with great refiftancc from that 
fleet, as the flower of all the forces belonging 
to it had been fent with Boifot. The prince of 
Orange^ who knew this, was extremely appr^;- 

* Meurfii lAuriacus, p. laj, 
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^ XI? *^ henlive of the iffue, and anxioufly longed fof 
%- — y-.^ Boifot's return; but he was foon delivered 
**7^ from his anxiety, by obfcrving from a pro- 
montory near Fluftiing, that, inftead of haf- 
tcnmg forward, d'Avila had caft anchor, and 
fcemed rcfolved to wait for the arrival of De 
Glimes and Romero. In a few hours d'Avila 
received intelligence of their defeat j after 
which, defpairing of being able to relieve the 
befieged, he immediately fet fail for Antwerp. 
He was purfued by the enemy j but having 
betaken himfclf to "flight in time, he arrived 
with very little lofs at his deftined port. 

Thcfuffcn. The prince of Orange conveyed intelligence 
dieburg. to Mondragon of what had paflfed, by a Spa- 
nifli officer whom he had taken prifoner, and 
at the fame time threatened, that if he did not 
furrendcr the town • in a few days, the garrifon 
fhould be put to the fword without mercy. 
Great numbers of the befieged had already died 
of hunger, or of the unwholefome food to 
which they had been obliged to have recourfc. 
Provifions of almoft every kind, not excepting 
the flelh of dogs and horfes, were confumedi 
nor had they any other food, but bread made 
of flax feed ; and even this was nearly exhauft- 
cd. Mondragon perceiving that the deftruc- 
tion of the garrifon, as well as of the inhabit- 
ants, muft be the certain confequcnec of his 

rcfiufing 
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refufing to capitulate, confented to give up 
both the city of Middleburg and Armuydcn, 
on condition that the garrifons fhould be dlow* '^^^ 
cd to depart with their arms and baggage, and 
that the ecclcfiaftics, and all fuch of the ca- 
tholic inhabitants as inclined to withdraw, fhould 
have liberty to difpofe of their efFefts, and be 
traniported to the contment. William highly 
rcfpedcd Mondragon on account of his gallant 
condudt during the fiege, and agreed to thefe 
conditions ^ but required that he fhould pledge 
his honour that he would procure the releafe of* 
St. Aldegonde, and two or three more of the 
proteftant leaders, m return into captivity. In 
the fequel, Mondragon flicwcd himfelf worthy 
of the confidence which was repofed in him. 
By ^is intcrceffion with Requefens, St. Aide- 
gonde and the other prifoners were fet 4it li- 
berty*. 

Notwithstanding this lignal triumph gain- ApprehM* 
ed over Requefens ih his firfl enterprife, the p'^J^J^ 
prince of Orange was not without apprehen- ^*"s«. 
fions, that the difference between his charafter 
and that of his pred^ceflbr, added to the dif- 
ference of meafures whirfi he fecmed determined 
to purfue, might produce fbme alteration in 
the fcntiments of the people. The high mili- 

^ Mctcrenj p. 120. BcntivogHo. 
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^ xin ^ ^^ talents, the vigour and aftivity of Alva, 
'^^-^■^-^ had been objefts of dread and teitor. They 
'^^^ had overawed moft of the provinces, and ren- 
dered the efforts of others inefFefhial ; but as 
the opprefTive violence of that tyrant had at 
firft given birth to the revolt, fo it had contri- 
' buted more than any other caufe to cherifli and 
fupport it. Under a milder and more artful 
governor, William dreaded. not only that the 
\ inhabitants of tbe interior provinces would ac- 
. quiefce in the eflablilhed government, but that 
even the people of Holland and Zealand would 
be enriced again to yield tKfeir necks to the 
Spanifh yoke. And to prevent this, he em- 
• ployed every confideration that cbuld work 

either on their hopes or fears. 

Jie puts the The king had fo far complied with their 
S!drgu°^. wifhes, as to remove the duke of Alva; but 
how little reafon they had to flatter themfclves, 
that any greater regard would be now paid to 
their rights than formerly, was manifeft from 
his choice of the new governor, who had pro- 
cured his mafter's favour, by the exercife of 
cruelty oyer the Moors in Granada j and who, 
being a ftranger and a Spaniard as well as Alva^ 
could not be greatly intercfted in thi prolperity 
of the provirices, nor have any other end in 
view, but to promote the tyrannicaj dcfigns of 
.the court of Spain.. Requefens indfed had a 
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more benign and pkcid countenance than Alva i .? P^P ^ 
but the danger to which the provinces were ex- 
pofeiJi was for this reaibn the jnore to, be dread- *^^f 
ed by every friend of Jjis country. . Amidft the 
governor's profcflions of concern for their pro- 
fperity^ no mentiop ^had been made of free- 
ing them from that enormous load of taxes 
under which they jgroaned ; or of delivering 
their^ cpnfci^nccs ffom that reftraint and ylo- 
laiqe^ which; the ibrmcr governor had ipipofed 
.upo^'thems or of reftoring the laws which 
Alvfi had fo wantonly trampled under foot; or 
in >^ort; of difinifling thofc foreign troops, 
from, .whofe rapacity they had fuffered fuch iii- 
tblcrabk outrage. In order to accomplilh 
thefe iinportant purpofes, the provinces of 
Holland and Zealand had taken up arms; and 
although the fortune of the war had been vari- 
ous, yet in fpite of the ipoft vigorous efforts of 
the duke of Alva, with a numerous army, to 
reduce ,thetn, thefe provinces were governed 
by their own inhabitants, and enjpycd the free ' 
and,, full poffeflion of their .religious and civil 
rights^ ' The other . provinces ought . now tp 
imitate the example of .their countrymen, and 
they might reafonably hope that their endeavours 
would be. att^ndfd with fupqcfs; -t^iq king hav^ 
i^ apppintcd a gqvj^rnor over them, iqexpc^ 
rienced in the art of war, and unacquainted 
ivith the aritiy under his command, which was 
I* a? 
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tt prcfent ftrongly infefted with a fpirit of fcdi- 
tion and difcoatent. It might perhaps appear 
'^^*' ralh apd daring for the inhabitants of fo narrow 
a territory as the Netherlands, to enter the lifts 
with fo potent an enemy as the kmg of Spain; 
but the power of that monarch was not in reality 
fo formidable as it Icemcd. Thie great ex- 
tent of his dominions lerved rather to embar- 
rafs and encumber him, than to add to his 
ftrengthi and confidering the diftance of his 
place of refidence, and the difficulty of tranf- 
porting troops either from Spam or Italy, there 
w;as little reafon to apprehend that he would 
ever be able to fubdue the people of the Nether- 
lands; if they aftcd with that unanimity and 
Ipirit which became them, in a caufc, wherein, 
nbt only their property, and their exiftencc as a 
commercial ftate, but their religion and civil 
liberty, were at flake* 

Thciaftat- By thefe and fuch other arguments, did the 
count ^^ prince of Orange animate the people. to co- 
wSril^^ operate with Kim, in aflerting their liberty, in 

oppofitioif to the plan formed by the court of 

Spain to eiiflave them. 

Meanwhile, his brother count Lewis, who 
had rcfided in Germany ever fince the furren- 
der of Moiis, was employed in attempting to 
perfuade the proteftant princes there, to alfift 

him 
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Mm in his ^ preparations for a new invafion of * ^^^ ^ 

the interior provinces j to which, notwithftand- 

ing the failure of his former cntcrprifcs,- Lewis 

was prompted, partly by his knowledge of the 

mutinous fpirit of the Spanifti troops, but chiefly 

by the profpcft of that afliftance which it was 

now in his brother's power to afford him. It 

was concerted Jbetween the two brothers, that. 

as foon as count' Lewis had finifhed his levies, 

the prince Ihould advance with a body of troops 

towards the interior provinces, either to make a 

divcrfion in bis brother's fevour, or to unite 

their forces, 

Lewis found it extremely difficult to pro- 
cure money to defray the expence of his in- 
tended expedition. His brother's fortune, as 
well as bis own, were almofl: ruined by their 
former military cnterprifes. The States of 
Holland were involved in greater expence than 
they were able to fupport. They had, in con- 
junftion with the prince of Orange, made ap- 
plication to the queen of England; but thij 
princcfs, being unwilling to embroil hcrfclf 
with Philip, had refufed to alJilt them, Lewis 
had begun his preparation^, in hopes of re- 
ceiving fupplics from ibrpe German princesj 
who had promifed their affiftance^^ but who 
Were cither not inclined, or unable to fulfil 
their engagements. To fave himftlf from the 
I 3 arffront 
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^ xin ^ affront of abandoning an undertaking, in 
u-^yj which a great number of French and German 
'^^"^ protcftants had engaged at his requcft, he 
opened a negociation with Schombcrg, ambaf- 
fador of Charles the Ninth of France, who at 
this time courted the favour of the proteftant 
princes in Germany, with a view to facilitate 
the elcftion of his brother, the duke of Anjou, 
to the crown of Poland. Between Lewis and 
Schomberg, who met at Francfort on the 
Maine," it was agreed. That if Charles IhouW, 
in behalf of the inhabitants of the Low Coun- 
tries, declare war againfl: the king of Spain, the 
provinces of Holland and Zealand Jhould be 
immediately delivered into the hands of the 
French monarch; on his engaging to maintain 
all their rights, and in particular, the free 
exercife of the reformed religion.' But if 
Charles fliould not make open war, it was 
agreed, that count Lewis fliould have three 
hundred thdufand livres to aflift him in his pre- 
lent enterprife; that the French king fhould 
have the fovereignty of Holland 'and Zealand, 
and that fome of the German princes flxould be 
furety fpr the performance of this condition. A 
part of the ' money was paid, and Lewis was 
thereby enabled ,to complete his levies, which 
amounted to between three and four thouiand 
horfe, and feven thoufand foot *• 

^ Thuanus, liS. Iv. Metercn, p. 133.— Charles died 
foon after, and the treaty had no othei" confeqvences. 
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. He began his march, accompanied by his ^ ^^^ ^ 
brother Henry, and Chriftopher, fon of the ^->v^-^>J 
cledor Palatine, in the beginning of Februarys *^^^" 
and defpifing the rigour of the feafon, he adr 
vanced with great rapidity. towards the Nether- 
lands, in hopes of finding the governor unpre- 
pared* Having croffed the Rhine and the Mo- 
felle, he diredted his courfe towards Guelder- 
land, with an intention to pafs the Maefe at 
Maeftrichtj apd to purfue his march through 
Brabant, till he fhould unite his forces with 
thofc which his brother had engaged to bring 
to his afliilance. 

With fo great difpatch and fecrecy had The govcr.- 
Lewis condudted his preparations, that . Re- pSdty!*^' 
quefens remained ignorant of his defign, till 
he was informed that he had begtin his march. 
By this intelligence the governor was thrown 
into great perplexity. His troops had been 
lately fo much reduced, that it was impoffibk 
for him to oppofe both the brothers at the fame 
time; and he confidered, that to unite his 
forces, and employ them againft Lewis, would 
cxpofe the maritime provinces an eafy pr^y to 
the prince of Orange. His anxiety was in- 
creafed by the difcovery of an intrigue, which 
had been formed by William's adherents, for 
the furprife of Antwerp. Nor was he entirely 
free from apprehenfions that his troops might 
I 4 refofe 
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* xin ^ r^fuf^ ^o 9^^^ ^'^^ towns in which they were 
^'^,,' ^ mj ftationcd, till they Ihould receive payment of 
'^^^ their arrears. Having convened a council of 
his principal officers, and heard their opinions 
of the meafures which they thought moft pro- 
per to be purfued, he. refolved to remain^ to- 
gether with the Marquis of Vitelli, in Antwerp, 
to watch the fccret machinations of the prince 
of Orange j and fuch troops as could be fooneft 
drawn together, were immediately fent off un- 
der Sancio d'Avila, to oppofc the paflage of 
count Lewis over the Maefe. The reft follow- 
ed foon after; having been perfuaded to leave 
their quarters, by a promife that their arrears 
fliould be paid, as foon as the provinces were 
delivered from the impending danger. 

Lewis i|i the mean time adyancing towards 
the frontier, had arrived within a few miles of 
Maeftricht, where he pitched his camp j in ex- 
peflation that his friends in the place would be 
able to make themfelves mafters of one of the 
gates. But Rcquefens having difcovered his 
intention, had difpatched feveral companies of 
light armed troops before the main army, to 
fccurc the town. Thefe troops arrived in tinic 
to prevent the friends of Lewis from executing 
their dcfign 5 and in a few days afterwards^ they 
were joined by d'Avila with the reft of the 
forces, 

I Lewis 
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Lewis was not prepared for undertaking the ^ ^jj^ ^ 
ficgc of a place fo pompletcly fortified as Maef** i *— <-*■! 
tricht; and after fomc trials of ftrength in two *^^** 
or three flcirmifhes with the Spaniards^ he de-* 
camped, and marched down the Eaft fide of 
the rive ,till he came to Ruremondej but 
there too, as well as in Maeftricht, the pro- 
teftants were intimidated and overawed, and not 
a fingle perfon ventured to declare in his 
favour. He continued his march in the fame 
dire^on, refolving to haften forward tiU he 
ihould join his brother, who was advancing to 
meet him in the country which lies between the 
Maeie and the WaaL 

D'AviLA aimed at nothing for fomc time, 
but to prevent Lewis from tranlportihg his 
army over the river, and with this view he had 
marched as near him as poflible, having the 
river between them j but receiving a reinforce- 
ment of two thoufand vctei^an troops, and find- 
ing, by the information of his Ipies, that Lewis 
had laid afide his firft dcfign of crofling the 
Maefe, and was on full march towards the 
prince of Orange, he confidcred that it was 
of the* Wghcft importance to prevent their 
junftionj* and that for this purpofc it was nc- 
ceflary to compel Lewii as foon as poifible to 
engage. With this intention he proceeded 
with tfap uttppft celerity down the river, and 

having 
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? XH? ^ ^^i^jB crofled it by a bridge of boats at the 
w — V-— ^ (own of Grave, he thus got between count 
*^^^ I-ewis and his brother's army. Lewis, anxious 
to prevent this, had avoided every unneceffary 
delay; but his troops, chagrined at being re- 
fufed admittance firft into Maeftricht, and af- 
terwards into Rurcmondc, had proceeded in 
their march with much Jefs alacrity than the 
Spaniards. He received the firft intelligence 
of d'Avila's having croflcd the Maefe -when he 
arived at Mooch, a village at the diftance of 
only one league from the Spanifh army, and 
on the famie fide of the river. He foon per- 
ceived the neceflity to which he was reduced, 
cither to give the enemy battle, or to retire. 
To retire, he faw, muft be extremely difficult 
and dangerous, on account of the diforder and 
confternation which commonly attend a re- 
treat; and therefore he did not hefitate to try 
the fortune of a battle, although he knew how 
much inferior his undifciplined forces were to 
the Spaniards, who were feledt veteran troops, 
animated by the confcioufnefs of fuperfor 
prowefs, and commanded by d'Avila, a perfon 
of extraordinary abilities, who, by merit alone, 
had raifed himfelf from the .ftation of a com- 
mon foldier, to the rank of general. 

Battle of To enable him to refift fo formidable an ene- 

^^^^' my, Lewis refolved to remain in his prefent 

fitjiadon 
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fituation af Mooch, and to cover Ws infantry * ®,5 K 

with a ftrpng intrcnchtnent. His cavalry, J^ 

chough reduced by defcition, was ftill fupcrior '^^*' 

to that of the enemy ; but from this fuperiority, 

the nature of the ground, which rifcs into hills 

at a little diftance from the river, did not fuf- 

fcr him to derive any confiderablc advantage* 

He drew them up as well as the unequal face 

of the country would permit, on the right of 

his campi and upon a hill behind his maii^ , 

army, he plaped a fquadron of chofcn troops, ' ^ 

with which he intended either to fix the vidtory, 

if it fliould appear doubtful ; or, in cafe of a 

defeat, to open a paflTage through the enemy to 

his brother, who had now advanced as far as 

Nimeguen to meet him. He had juft time to 

put his troops in order of battle, when d'Avila 

arrived, having his infantry on the right, and 

on the left his cavalry, flanked by a body 

of mulqueteers, defigned to fupport them 

againft the fuperior numbers of the German 

cavalry. 

D*AviLA began the engagement by fending 
three hundred men to attack the enemy's lines. 
The troops which had been appointed to dc-» 
fend them, advanced brifldy towards the Spa- 
niards, and gave them a gallant and refolutc 
reception 5 but they were foon compelled to 
retire. The Spaniards followed, and attempt- 
ed 
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BOOK ed to enter the camp along with them. The 
^ -^- f aftion. there was bloody and obftinate^ and 
^^^ frcfh fuccours haftcncd from both armies to 
the affiftance of the combatants. But the co« 
temporary hiftorians differ fo widely from each 
other in their accounts of this engagement, 
that it is impoffiblc to know the truth. Some 
authors affirm, that the Germans acquitted 
themfelves with ^ honour, and made a bold and 
vigorous refiftance. Others fay, that only the 
French troops in count Lewis's army perform- 
ed their duty, while the Germans rcfufed to 
advance unlefs their arrears were paid, and re* 
mained obflinately in their camp till the Spa- 
niards broke into it, and, after making prodi^ 
gious hayock among them, put them to an 
Urmi df. ignominious flight. In the beginning of the 
^ ^- adion, the German cayajry proved an over- 
match for their antagonift$, and having fallen 
with great fury on that part of the enemy's 
horfe that was neareft them, they drove them 
to a diflance from the field of battle j but when 
they were forming themfelves again for a new 
attack, Ibmc frelh fquadj^ons of the Spaqifh 
cavahy advanqed, and threw them into difor^ 
der. The Spanifh mufqucteers, who had been 
placed to fupport the horfe, were then of fign^l 
ufe. With their fhot they galled the Germans 
in flank, and greatly augmented their confo-^ 
(ion, Count Lcwi^ and the Palatin? attempted^ 

but 
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but in vain, to rally them. Thcfe princes did J* ^ o ic 
every thing to reftore the battle that could y^.-^— ^ 
have been done by the moft expert command- "574- 
crs, while they endeavoured to animate their 
troops by their example, and gave conlpicuous 
proofs of the moft heroic valour. Their efforts 
might have been crowned with fuccefs, if a 
body of Spanilh lances had not arrived when 
the German rciters had begun to give way. 
The reiters were overpowered ; above five 
hundred of them were killed, and of the in- 
fantry between three and four thoufand. The 
viftory was dec;ifive, and the value of it to the 
conquerors was greatly enhanced by the deaths 
of count Lewis, his brother Henry, and the 
Palatine; all of whom the cotemporary hiflori- 
ans defcribe as having exerted the higheft de- 
gree of vigour and intrepidity, although none 
of thcfe writers were able to procure informa- 
tion of the manner in which they fell. Their 
death was matter of great lamentationt to the 
proteftant confederates, and efpecially the death 
of Lewis, who had made ib many great exer-^ 
tions in their behalf. 

As foon as the prince of Orange received the Mutiny of 
melancholy news of this difafter, he began to tr^p^!'"' 
return towards Holland, being convinced that 
now, when he was deprived of bis brgthcr's 

aidi 
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'* xm. ^ ^^^' ^^ would be in vain for him tp attempt to 
keep the fields 

William expcftcd that they would have im- 
mediately followed him, in order to imj«x)vc 
their vi6tofy, whilft the terror which it infpired 
was recent 5 and they would probably have 
done fo, had not the Spanifh troops fuUicd 
the glory whigh they had acquired, by rebel- 
ling againft th^ir officers on the next day after 
-the battle. D'Avila could not inftantly fulfil 
his engagement to pay their arrears.^ . Aloioft 
three years pay was due to them. Even before 
the prefent expedition, their patience had been 
worn out, and it appears to have been the 
-hopes of plunder^ or the dread of confe- 
quences fatal to themfelves, that induced them 
to march againft the Germans, more than 
their confidence in the promife which d'Avik 
had made them. Being now freed from their 
apprehenfions of perfonal danger, and di&p- 
. pointed in their expeftations of being enriched 
by the fpoils of the enemy, who were, ftill 
poorer than themfelves, they demanded fiom 
their general the immediate performance of his 
promife; and when they only received ncW. af- 
furances of the fame kind as thofe with which 
they had been amufed before, they threatened 

K Bentivoglio, p."i43, Thuanus, lib. lU. fed. xy. 
Van Mctcren, p. 132. 
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to take Vengeance on Him for his falfehood and book 
deceit. He and the other officers endeavour- -v ■■■j-^ '^ . 
ed to appeaie them, but in vain. In order to ^ *?7^ 
avoid their fury, he was obiiged to make his 
cfcapc fecretly from the camp ; and imme- 
diately after his departure, they ran to arms, ^ 
expelled their officers, and having from among 
-themfelves eledted other officers and a com- 
mander in chief, they quickly left Mooch, and 
direfted their march to Antwerp, with an in- 
tention to live at free quarters upon the inha- 
bitants of that wealthy city, till they ifhoiifd 
extort payment of their arrears. 

Requesens having received intelligence 6( They take 
their. defign, had remained at Antwerp; and, Amt^^.^^ 
if he had complied with the counfcl of Cham- 
pigny, governor of the town, and taken pre- 
cautions for fecuring a part of the fortificatioos 
which was unfinilhed, he might have fruftratc'd 
their attempt; but being extremely diffident of 

-the Spanilh part of the garrifon, which had the 
feme ground of difcontent with the mutineeiis, 

-and flattdring himfelf with the hopes of b^ing 
able to appeafe them, he fuffered them to en- 

- ter the city without refiftance, to the number 

" of three thbufand men. They had no fooner 
entered, "than they formed themfclves in ord^r 
of battle. Xhe citizens were overwhelmed 
with terror, and many of them fled precipitati- 
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BOOK ly out of the city. Rcqucfcns rode up to the 
ii-y-— ^ mutineers> and remonftrating to them on the 
'^7** pernicious tendency of their conduft, he pray- 
ed, entreated, and threatened thenii but could 
not, by addrefling either their hopes or fears, 
draw any other conpeflion from them, but that 
they would abftain from plunder, on condition 
' that they fhoM^d receive immediate paymeftt of 
their arrears, and that the Walloons and Ger- 
mans under the command of Champigny, 
Ihould be ordered to quit the town. With 
this laft requeft, the governor thought it expe- 
dient to comply i and thus the mutineers were 
kft in ftiU pofieffion of the place, without any 
force to controul them. The firft objefk of 
their attention was to fccurc the gates, after 
which they dilperfed themfclves over the city, 
and took up their quarters in the houies of the 
principal inhabitants, where they fludied to 
create expence, and night and day to give 
' difturbance and uneafinefs. They were perpe- 
tually calling on the governor to fulfil his en* 
gagements^ and 9iS they daily threatened to 
ikck and plunder the town, if he did not Ipeedi* 
ly comply with their requcfts, the people were 
. diiquieted with continual apprehenfions and 
. alarms^ Th^ mutineers required payment not 
only of their own arrears, but of thofe too 
which had been due to fuch of their com- 
panions asi had died of difeafes or fallen in 

batdc- 
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battle. At lcngih> die fum of one hundred • Jin ^ 
thou&nd florins was railed by the inhabitants ; v. >^y^ 
and the governor was obliged to pledge his '^'*' 
jewek and furniture for the remainder, and to 
gram a pardon confirxned by a fokmn oath, to 
all concerned in this fedition ; after which the 
mutineers returned under their former officers, 
and went to join the reft of the army which was 
now in Holland, and had already begun the 
ficgc of Leyden. Mty 30. 

Faom this in[Utii^> Philip^s intcreft in the Dtftruaion 
Netherlands fuffered greatly in fevcral relpcfts. flclt* *"* * 
In the VfRC pf d'Avila's expedition againft 
count l^wisy Requefe^s having exerted his 
utmoft; vigour and aflivity, had equipped 4 
numerous fleet, which he intended to employ 
in the recovery of Zealand. When the mu- 
tineers arrived at Antwerp, this fleet, which 
was not y?t: of fyflicicnt ftrength, lay under the 
walls^ of the cijty. A^oJphus Hanftedc, the 
conuoander, am^ious fpr hi$ charge, and ap-i 
prehenfive that the feditipu*. ibldi^rs might, in 
order to extort compliance wit^ their demands^ 
take po0e0ion of the ihips, had removed them 
to a place at fbme diftance from Antwerp^ 
whete^ tbey were out of the reach of the Spani^ 
ards. But, in avoiding this danger, he fell into 
a greater. The Zealanders, whofc partifans 
were continually ofi the watch, quickly- rcceivcil 

Vol. II. K imel- 
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* xin ^ intelligence of his change of ftadon, and re^ 
K m^^^^ folved to improve the opportunity which wa« 
'^^^ thus preiented to them. Hiivmg attacked him 
when he was utterly unprepared for defence; 
they took forty of his (hips ; funk and dcftroyed 
feveral others i and rendered all the reft unfit 
for fcrvice. By this fevcrc bbir, the plan 
which Requefcns had projcfted, for recovering 
the maritime towns, was entirely diiconcerted* 
The fleet, now deftroycd, was to have afted in 
conjundlion with another, which Philip had 
been preparing in the ports of Spain. But as 
the Spanilh fleet was deemed too weak to con- 
tend fingly with the enemy, the defign was laid 
afide for the prefent; and no future governor of 
the Low Countries ever found it prafticable to 
revive it^ 

Whilst the Zealanders availed thcmlclves of 
the fedition in the Spanifli army by fca, the 
prince of Orange had been equally intent on 
deriving advantage from it by land. On re- 
ceiving information of the fate of his brothers, 
he had begun his march towards Holland ; but 
when intelligence was brought him that the 
Spaniards had mutinied, he refolvcd to improve 
thje opportunity which this afforded him, by 
making fome new acquifition. Faffing over 

^ « BcndvogUo, p. 149. Mctcrcn, p. 137. 
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into the ifle of Bommel, which is fonned by * ° °^ 
the confluence of the Maefe and the Rhine, W--SL* 
he engaged the chief town in it to elpoufe his •^^** 
intercfti *nd having fixed hjs head-quarter* 
there for fome time, he gave fupport to his 
friends in the ifland, and reduced to great ex- 
tremity fuch of the people as ftill adhered td 
the Spanifh government;. The marquis of Vi- 
tcUi was diifpatched by Rcquefens to' oppofe 
his progrefs. That abk commander rendertd 
abortive a defign which the prince had formed 
on Bois-k-ducj and th« prince, on the other 
hand, took meafures which prevented the town 
of Bommel from felling into the hands of Vi- 
tclli. But the attention of both was foon after 
this ingrojQTed by a more important and intcreft- 
ing objeft, the fiege of Leyden, to the rela- 
tion of which I Ihall proceed, after mentioning 
an attempt of Requefens, to put an end to th? 
war, by publilhing a new adt of indemnity Jn 
the name of the king. 

Although fcveral perfons were excluded Aa of, v 
from the benefit of this indemnity, yet it was ^''^*>'- 
much more com]prchenfiye than that which had 
been publilhcd fome time befor? by the duke 
of Alva. It did not however produce the de- 
fired efFeft. The people were not confcious 
of that guilt which Philip's pompous deed of 
clemency imputed to themj they believed that 
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* xm. ^ *^y ^^^ fiifFcrcd wrong, inftead of having 
^*-^y^-^ done it 5 and they could not be grateful cq 
'/^^ him for difpenfing with a puniflunent, which 
they thought it would have been in the higheft 
degree tyrannical to infli^l. Befidcs this, the 
^ pardon wj^r clogged with a conation, by 

which aln\o(^ all the inhabitant of ^^ollan^ 
and Zealand^ apiounting to ^lany hundred 
thoufands, and great numbers top in t^c other 
provinces, were excluded, Thi$ was, that 
the proteftants fhould renounce their religionj^ 
^d return into the bofoni of the church; a 
condition from which Philip's bigotry would 
never. fufFcr him to depart, nor the zeal ?m4 
fincerity of the rcforiTiers permit then^ to ac- 
cept. Requefens could not be ignorant of 
this, yet he entertained fome hopes at tliis 
time of bringing about an accommodation, by 
means of St. Aldegoode, who had not as yet 
obtained his liberty. The governor fent Cham- 
pigny and Junius de Jong to treat with him; 
but when St. Aldegonde informed them that no 
peace would ever be agreed to by the maritime 
provinces, unlefs the qweftioo concer;iing reli- 
gion were left to the decifion of the States, 
Requefens, who knew that Philip would never 
confent to that condition, ordered the <:onfer- 
cncc to be immediately dUTplved^* 



^ 9.€ntivogfio, p. i5Pf 
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He. now bent his whole attention »to the fiegc ® ^m ^ 
of Leyden. He had bkxikaded that city for <*i»'y» ' -i 
fevcral mondis in the wiritcr iealbn> and reduced ThJfiltiof 
the inhabitants to great diftrcfs; but he had ^^^ 
been obliged to d^fift froth his undertaking> 
and to tall off iiis troops to oppoie the German 
army. They left their ftarions in the neigh- 
bourhood of Leyden on the 21ft of March, and 
inefumed them on the 26th df May. 

In order to fbrm ^ j'uft conception of the 
operations of this memoiiable £iege> it is ne« 
ceffary to remember that Leyden lies in a low 
iituatbn, in the midft of a labyrinth of rivu- 
lets and cabals. The city was hrge and popu* 
lous i and at the time of the fiege was fuf- 
rounded with a deep ditch^ and a ilrong wall, 
flanked with baftions; That branch bf the 
Rhine which (till retsuns its ancient name^ 
pafles through the middle of it i and from this 
ftream fuch an infinity of cai^Js are derived^ 
that it is diilficult to fay whether the water or 
the land poflcfles the greater ^ace* By thefe 
canals^ the ground on which the city Hands is 
divided into a great number of fmall iflands^ 
united tc^ether by near a hundred and fifty 
itone bridges^ that are equally fubfervient to 
the beauty of the place, and the convenience 
of the inhabitants. Leyden is at the diltance 
#f a fiiw hours journey from the Hague^ Delft, 
K 3 and. 
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* xij?. ^ ^^^ Goudg, and only a Ktdc ferthcr from Rot- 
terdam on die one liand> and Haerkm on the 
ocben On, account of its (itiiation> as well as 
on its own account^ it was deemed a place of 
the fij?ft importance, and a priac worthy of all 
^e ardpur which was dii^yed by the contend* 

The prince of OrangCi who had. received 
notice of the governor's intention to renew the 
iiege, communicaced his iotelligence to the dti* 
;sens^ and exhorted them to fumtib diem&lves 
with (lores of provifions^ and to fend out of the 
town an Xuch peribns as would be. ufekis in 
defending it. They were not. fufficiently at- 
tentive to thefe injuhftions. The prince com- 
plained of their remiiTncfs^ and informed them, 
that for three months at leaft. it' would not 
be in the power of die. States to laile die 
fiege. 

To retard the approach of the Spaaian£5> he 
ordered ten companies of Englifh adventurers, 
under the command of colonel Edwaid Chef-* 
ter, to take pofTcflion of two fc^ts, one at the 
fluice of Gotida, and the other at die village of 
Alphen, by which the enemy muft pafs in their 
way to the cky. Thefe troops did not anfwer 
the cxpeftation which William had conceived 
pf ±eir behaviour: The five companies whieh 
6 were 
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were placed at the fluicc erf" Gouda> after a^ ■ ^^ * 
fliort refiftaocej betook thcmfelves to flight; ^"^mma 
and. the other five, after a Ikirmifli in which no '*^** 
peribn feH on cither fide, bafely imitated the 
example of dicir countrymen, and retired un- 
der die walls of Lfcydcn. The citizens, who 
ftom their ramparts had beheld their ignomini- 
ous behaviour, and fuipedcd them of treachery, 
refuied to admit them within the town. The 
Englifh afcribed dieir condud to the infuffiei^ 
ency c( the fbrdfications which they had been 
appointed to defend; but not being able to 
wipe out the fufpicion entertained of their fide-- 
lity, they all deferted to the enemy, but a few 
whom the people of Lcyden received with open 
arms^ 

The prince of Orange having intended, that 
the Englifh forces, after being obliged to quit 
their firft ftadons, fhbuld have retired into the 
town, had not provided any other troops to de- 
fend it. The inhabitants were therefore reduced 
to the necellity of crufting, for their defence, to 
their own valour and conduft : a circumftance, 
which at firft had a formidable afpedt, but 
ivlrich in die end proved the caufe of their pre-' 
lervatk>iii fince it was thereby much longer. 
before diey were reduced by famine, than it 

K 4 would 
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1 o o r would have been, if, befides themftlves, they had 

1^1 ■»-' m ^ had a numerous garrlTon to fupport. 

janufDou. , The governrricnt of Leyden was committed 
magi'drlte on thiB occafion to Janus Douza^^ aperfon of 
ofLeydcn. ^^y^ j^j^^. ^^ ^^ knoWn in the literary 

world, by. Hi poetical produdions. By his 
examfde, and his eloquence, this illuftrious 
patriot kindled in the minds of his fellow- 
citizens, fuch a zeal for liberty, and fo great an 
abhorrence of the tyr^uuiy of Spain, as rcn- 
' dcred them fuperior to every diftrtfs, and iff a 
great mcafure fupplied their want of military 
(kill Theymuft, however, have been found 
inferior to the Spaniards } and if Valdez, the 
The block. Spanilh commander, to whom Requefens corn- 
formed, mitted the condu^ of the fiege, had puflicd 
his operations with proper vigour, he'muft cer- 
tainly have made himfelf mailer of the towa* 
But whedicr he wanted to fave his meui and 
to carry his end without bloodfliedi or despair- 
ed, with the fkill and force which he poflicfled^ 
to be able to reduce fo ftrong a place by fack 
and ftorm, he did not think of any other t^xpc- 
dient for fubduing it, but that pf blocking it 
up on all fides, fo as to prevent the entrance 
of fupplics. To this one point, all his lipcnH 
tions were direSed. By a circular chain of 

^ Or Jean Vaod«r Qoes, lordTof Noordwtck. 
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more than fixcy fbrts> which communicated 
with each other^ and ran quite round die city> 
he invcfted it on every fide, and not only rcn^ ^^^ 
dered it im{K>flible to introduce fuf^lies, but 
^veil cut ofFali intelligence between the befieg* 
ed and their friends in the other eides^ except 
what was conveyed by pigeons, in the manher 
to which the proteftants had reeourfe during the 
blockade of HaeHem^ 

By brie of the forts called Lammen, the bc- 
ficged having been deprived of thfe benefit of 
pafturing their catde in the neighbouring mea^ 
dows, they fedlied out with great fufy Upon the 
Spaniaixis, and almoft got pofi^flion of the 
fort; but after an obftinatc and bloody con-*, 
tcft, they were atlaft obliged to rcdre. The 
Spaniards fortified themfelves in that ftation 
more ftrongly than before; and the bcficgcd 
how deQ)aired of being able, either in that, or 
any other quarter, to remove them to a greater 
diftancc from the city. Inftead, of this, they 
apprehended daily their nearer approach to it j 
and exjieifccd that they would foon open their 
Batteries, in order to prepare for taking it by conduAmi 
ftorm. This belief ferved to quicken the in- Jhe^rnhabu* 

anu. 

^ Thefe pigeoi|9 were embalmed, and are ftill pre-, 
^rved in the town*hottfe of Leyden. Les delice.s des 
^ayi fias* 

habitants ; 
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k o d ife iiabhsmts; and the women as well as the men 
\M -^ jr wore employed day and night, without ceaf* 
^^^ mgy in ftrengthcning the forrificaiions. An 
account was t^en of the ftock of provifions 
Within the town ; and in order to make it hold 
out as long as poflible, they began to hufljand 
k betimes. They were perpetually exhorting 
and ammating each othcr> and expatiating up- 
on the cruelty and perfidy of the Spaniards^ 
and the unworthy.fate of the people of Zutphen, 
Haerlem, and other places, who had trufted 
to their faith and mercy. When they were ib- 
Kcited to turn to their allegiance by Lanoy, 
De lique, and other nativc^s of the* Low Coun* 
tries i they made anfweri in the words of a 
X^in poet> 

Pijlula duke canit volucrem dum decipit auc^ps. 

To other letters, in which they were d^fired 
to refleft on the mifery to which they muft ere 
long be reduced, they replied, that they had, 
upon the moft mature confideration, rcfolved 
rather to die of hunger, or to perifli with their 
wives and children in the flames of the city, 
kindled by their own hands, than fubmit to 
the tyranny of the Spaniards ". 

"» Another faying, ftUl more ferocioas, is recorded by 
fime hiftorians ; That rather than fubmit to fo perfidioas 
an enemy, they would feed on their left arms, and defend 
thcmfelves with their right, Vaa Mctcrcu, ot fupfa. 

' That 
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That miiciy which> during the firfl: two 
months of the ficge> exifted only in idea> vm 
at lafl: reafiaed. Their whole ftock erf ordi-r Thl^^dfe. 
nary provifions being confumed^ they were *'*^'* 
d>}iged to have lecourfe to the flefii of dogs 
and horfes. Great numbers died of want^ and 
many by the uie of this unnatural food, '^h^ 
refolution of die people at length began t» 
£sal, and they now believed their prefent. eala^ 
mieiea to be liiiporior ettcA to thofe they fiiould . 
ei^rience « under the Spanifli govermnent; 
Some of them conceii^ed a defign to deliver iq> 
the town> alid fermed sfecret ailbciadon for 
this purpofb; But ^heir plot being detedled^^ 
means were taken to prevent them from put- 
nng it in execution. A great number o£ 
people having come oncf day in a tumultuous 
manner to a magiftcate whofe name was Adrian/ 
exclaiming that he ought; either to give them 
food, 6c deliver the town into the hands o£ 
the enemy> ** I have iolemnly fwom," he re- 
plied, " that I will never furrender myfelf, or 
my ftUow-citizens, to the cruel and perfidious 
Spaniard i mA I will fooner die than violate 
my o^. I have no foodj elfe I would give it 
you. But if my deadi can be of ufe to you, 
lake, tear me in pieces, ahd devour me^ I 
(hall die with iatisfaftionj if I know that by my 
^ath I ihall for one mcmitat relicye you from 
your direful ni^cefiity/' 

By 
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BOOK By this cxtraordinaiy anfwer^ the people^ 
>- y '■> ftnick ivith aftonithment^ were iilenccdj and 
— r- ^^^ their fury was for fomc time appeafed; 

The States The prificc of Oraiige> who was not ignb-^ 
by the ^ Jrapt, of the extreme mifcry to which the be- 
Str w^' fiegpd Wert reduced, hid done every thing in 
his power to accoiqpliih their relief. He had 
alre^y coUeded large fupplies of provifions ; 
but could noty with all his a&ivity and addrefs^ 
laife a fulBcient force to open a paflage iato 
tht city. When he found that the fituation of 
the befieged would not admkof longer delay, 
he convened ah aflcfnfaly of the States of the 
province. . And the deputies^ after confider- 
ing the ftrength of the enemy, and the amount 
ef their own forces, perceiving it to be im« 
pradticaUe to relieve the befieged, either by 
laiid> or by the river and canals^ agreed to 
have recoinrfe to an expedient, which whs die* 
tated by defpair, and was die only one at pire^ 
fcnt in their power to employ. They refolved 
lo avail themfelveSi againft the Spaniards^ c^ 
that furious elemdntj from which their coun* 
try had often fufFered the inoft di^adtul de- 
vaftation -, to open their fluices, to break down 
the dykes of the Maefe and the Ifl^l, and hf 
dius laying all the country round Leyden un^ 
dcr water, to get acccfs to the befieged With 
their fleet. Nothing qould be more repug^iaiic 
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to the ideas of this people, than fuch a refolu* * 2 ^ *^ 
tion. To drain their lands, to exclude the 'i i~'\f 
water, and prefcrve their dykes, were dien, as '^^ 
they are dill, objeds to the Dutch of almoft 
continual attention, and which coil them an** 
nually an immenic expence. But they were at 
prefent animated by objefts ftiU more import-^ 
ant and intereftingi and their love of libePtyt 
joined to their dread of popery and the Spa-, 
nilh yokcj prevailed over cveiy other confider- 
ation. The damage which it was fuppofed 
would arife from the meafure adopted, waa 
eftimated at fix hundred thouiand guilders* 
But they confidered, that if the Spaniardt 
ihould fucceed in their prefent enterprife, not 
only the region to be overflowed, but all the 
reft of the province, would fall under their 
&bje6tion* This the States regarded as in- 
finitely worfe than eitwr poverty or d^ath ; and 
in their prefent diipofition, they wotdd have 
chofen to ruin- the country altogether, rather 
than l?aye it to |>e enjoyed by ^n enemy whom^ 
they- held in fqch abhorrence. They now ap- 
plied themfelyes to the demolition of thafe 
mounds, upon which their exiftcnce as a na- 
tion depends, with a -(icgrce of induftry and 
ardor, equal to that which they were accuftom- 
ed to employ in repairing them, after the ra- 
yagc3 of an in\mdation^ 

Th« 
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The water, after its barriers were removed, 
diffu&d itfelf over all the adjacent fields ; and 
W* in a few days, almofl: die whole region which 
lies between Rotterdam, Gouda, Delft, and 
Lcydcn,* was overflowed. The Spaniards were 
thrown at firft into the utmoft dread and ter- 
ror; biit when they undcrftood the caufe of 
this unexpected inundation, and obferved that 
die water did not rife above a' certain height, 
they recovered from their aftoni(hment. They 
were obliged to abandon fuch of their forts a$ 
we^e fituated in the lower grounds, and to rc^ 
tire to thofe which llobd higher; but of thefq 
kft they hoped to be able to keep po£fef^on, 
and to continue the blockade, till the famme» 
which they kftcw raged in die towa with 
dreadful fury, ihould conquer the obftinacy 
ef the cidzens> and bring the fiege to a con^ 
clufion« 

The prince of Orange, in the mean dmc, 
was employed in preparing every thing necef- 
•fary tp carry into execurion the meafure which 
the States had adopted. He ordered to be 
built, at Rotterdam and other places, near two 
hundred flat-bottomed veflcls,' having each of 
them ten, twelve, fourteen, or fixteen oars; 
and thefe he mounted with guns, and manned 
with eight hundred Zealanders ; a rude and la- 
vage, but a brave and determined band, ani- 
mated 
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mated a( once by religious zeal, and the moft • J^ * 
implacable hatred againft the Spaniards; and <■ m^«m4 
whofc appearance was rendered horrid by the *^^ 
(cars of innumerable wounds, which they had 
received in their late naval engagements. They 
wete brought from the fleet by Boiflbt, the ad-* 
miral of Zealand, to whom the condudl of the 
prefent enterprilc was committed \ 

With fuch of the veffels as were already 
equipped, Boifibt left Delft in the beginning of 
September, and dirc.Acd Jifis courfe towards 
Leyden. But the water had not as yet rifcn to 
a fufficient height, and the banks of the rivets 
and canals, in which only there was a proper 
d^pth of water, were fo ftrcMigly fortified, as 
to render his approach to the city impradi* 
cable* From fbme of their forts he obfiged 
the Spaniards to retire, but others were of fuC- . 
ficient ftrengdi to withftand the moft vigorous 
attacks. In order to avoid thefe, he broke 
down more dykes as he advanced, and in his 
progrefs^ had ileveral bloody engagements widi 
the enemy. The blockade, however, remain* 
ed ftill as clofe as ever. Boiflbt began to be 
apprehenfive of the iffue. Heaven fcemed not 

^ The fplrit by which thefe men were aftaated, may be 
conceived from their method of diftinguifhing chemfelves; 
which was by wearing a half moon on their caps« with this 
infcripdon> Torkf rather than papilb. Meteren, p. 140. 

to 



Digitized .by VjOOQLC 




HISTORY OF THE REIGN OP 

to &vour his dcf^n. The Qordi whad c<m^ 
tinued much longer than had been ever known 
*^^ fX, the prefect feaibn, and rctaidcd the water in 
Its afcent. The prince of Orange^ when Boif- 
ibc entered upon this expadition, had been 
confined to hi$^ chamber by a dangerous illnefs. 
Jle wa§ now recovered, and came to vifit the 
admiral's difpoficion of his (hips, which he 
found to be exa£Uy conformable to the direc- 
tions M;hi?h the States had given him ; but their 
defi^Uj the prince perceived, mull prove abor-* 
;ive, »nd all their labour and cxpence be loft, 
ynlefs the wind Ihould change foon to another 
quarter, and the autumnal tides riie as ufual, 

"^Sft^^ WjTH extreme impatience thejr naw cxpcdtcd 
oTjhectti- the appfoach of thefe tides, which arc com* 
monly the fubjcA of their dread and terron 
The fituation of the bcfieged was become die 
moft deplorable and defperate. Puring feven 
weeks there had not been a morfel of bread 
withia the city; and the only food had been die 
roots of herbs and weeds, and the fiefli of dogs, 
and horfes. Even all thefe were at length 
confumed -, and the people reduced to liv^e on 
ibup made of die hides of animals which had 
been killed. A peftilence fucceeded to the 
femine, and carried ofF in a few weeks ibme 
thoufands of the inhabitants. Thofe who fur- 
vivcd, overwhelmed with anguifli at ^Jic dif- 

mal 
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^ fcencs which they daily beheld, wert fcarcc- • ^^ * 
ly able to perform the mournful office of bury- u. -^ " i^ 
ing the dead. In this dreadful fituation, they '^^^ 
£iw from their walls, the fails and flags of the 
vieffcl3 deilincd for their relief; but had the 
mortification to perceive, that it was utterly 
impofTibie for them to approach. It is not 
furprifing that fome of the people, finding their 
mifcry greater than they were able to endure, 
ihould have entertained the dioughts pf furren- 
dcring the town to the enemy. Some conlpi- 
racies were again formed for i^s purpoie -, but 
they were difcovered and defeated by the vigi- 
lance of liouza, fupported by a great majority 
of the people, to whom neither the peflilence, 
nor famine, nor death, in its moft hideous 
forms, appeared fo di-eadful, as the tyranny of 
the Spaniards; 



vcnaet. 



liuT the time of their aelivcraricc was at ThrfrdeU. 
hand i and Heaven interpofed at laft in a con- 
fpicuous manner in their behalf. Towards the 
tnd of September, the wind changmg from the 
north-eaft to the north- weft, poured die ocean 
into the mouths of the rivers with unconimoa 
violence ; and then veering about to the fouth^ 
it pulhed the Water towards the plains of Ley* 
den, till they Were converted into a fpacioua 
lakci in which the Spamifh forts were fcen 

Vol. il* L fcattcrcd 
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^ xii? ^ Scattered up and down, and many of them al-* 
moft covered with the water. 

BoissOT feized with ardor the oj^ortunitf 
which was thus prefented to him. And though 
fcveral of the eneniy's fordfications ftill lay in 
the way by which it was neceflary for him to 
ladvance, he foon obliged the Spaniards to 
abandon them. The Zealanders purfued them, 
fometimes on foot along the dykes> and fome- 
times in their boats; and had feveral fierce 
rencounters with therh, in which, from the ad- 
vantage which their boats afForded them, they 
were every where vidlorious. The fituation of 
the Spanifli troops at this time was truly de- 
j^lorable.' Some were fwallowed up in die mud 
and water; and others, attempting to march 
along the dykes, were either killed by the fire 
from the boats, or dragged down with hooks 
fixed to the ends of long poles, and put to the 
fword without niercy. Fifteen hundred pe- 
rilhed in their retreat. 

All the forts were now forfaken, except the 
fojrt above mentioned, called Lammen, of 
which, if the Spaniards had kept pofleflion, 
they might have retarded the approach of the 
fleet for feveral days. This fort was mucn 
ftronger, and ftood higher than the reft.' But 
when the garrifon undcrftood that their general 

had 
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liad ded, and that the Zcaknders on the one ® ^j^^ ^ 
band/ and the befieged on the other> were pre- <■ -^^^--u 
paring to begin an attack^ they abandoned '^^^* 
their ftation, and by torch-^rlight effeftuated a 
jundion with the reft of the forces, in the 
middle of the night, ^ 

In this manner was the fiege of JLeyden raif- 
cd, in the beginning of the fifth month after, 
the blockade was formed* Boiflbt advanced 
widiput delay to the gates of the city. The 
people, pale and meagre, ran, as their fmall 
rgnains of ftrcngth would allow, to meet him ; 
and many of them fo greedily devoured the 
food which he diftributed, that what was in- 
tended for their relief, proved the caufe of 
their ihftant deftrufltion; for provifions of eve- 
ry kind in the city had been entirely exhaufted, 
and the befieged were fo weakened, that if the 
blodcade had continued two da,ys longer,, they 
muft afl have pcriihcil ^ 

• They' .cfcapcd Ml more narrowly from falling into 
the hands of the enemy. In tjie night immediately pre- 
ceding, and at the very time when tlie Spaniards were 
making their retreat from the fort of Lammen, a great 
part of the wall of the city having fallen down, the npife 
teacbe!! the e^r» of the Spaniards; who, if they had 
known the cauTe, mighriiave entered the town without re- 
finance. Bnt their dread reprefentcd the noife to. their 
imaginations as the approach of the enemy, and fcrved 
only to precipitate their flight* . / 

L 2 When 
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% o o K When they were fomcwhat rcfrclhcd witk 

H_-"'^ the food which Boiffot had brtMJght, they ac- 

^^^^- companied the inagiftratcs to one of the 

churches, to, render thinks ta the Aknighty. 

Never was any affembly more deeply agitated. 

By the confideration of their fignaland unex- 

petted deliverance, when they were upon the 

brink of riiin; joined to the remembrance of 

the difmal fcenes which they had witnefled^ 

and of the many friends and fcUow-cidzens 

.whom the &mine and peftilcnee had carried 

off, their minds were overpowered at once 

with gratitude and forrpw. They were djflblv- 

cd in tears; and^^iriingled together the voices 

of praifc and ^ lamentation. 

THfe ^temporary hiftorians have further re* 
cordedi that when the prince of Orange receiv- 
ed in^rmatioh of the raifmg of the fiegc, be- 
ing /en^ged in public worihip in one of the 
ch;3rches at Delfc, he flood up, and read to the 
a^)ience the letters which contained the in- 
telligence; afteV which, the States being con- 
ycncd, a day of general thankfgiving was Ap- 
pointed. 

The Spanilh army took their route by the 
way of Amfterdam and Utrecht, and attetnpt- 
ed to get poflcffion of the laft of thefc places 
by furprife \ but the gates being fliut againft 
^ * ' . . them. 
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them, and a contribution of money offered, ® 2 9 '^ 
they were prevailed on to purfuc their march u.-y**.,j 
towards Macftricht, where they were put into ^^^^ 
winter-quarters', 

. 9 ICeteren^ p. 139% Meurfii Attriacas» p. 150. Bend- " ' 

▼ogliojp. 151. ^ 

The Spaniards ^ew all the blame of the failare of their 
enterprife apon their general ; whom they accafed of hav- 
ing been remifs in his operations againftthe town, on ac- . 
coani of a bribe of two hundred thoufand florins^ which 
they alleged he had accepted^ either from the Sutes of 
Holland* or from the people of Leyden. Whether there 
was any ground for this accttfation« does not appear with 
fu£cient evidence^ But the (oMiers Aew to arms* fetzed 
his peribn, and confined him* till he agreed to pay them 
the two hundred thoufand florins* which* they faid* he had 
reci^ved from tjhe HpUaiylersi 
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PART IL 

^ xn?. ^ npHE difficulties which the Spaniards en- 
^'*'^'-^ X countered in the feveral enterprifes that 
Ncgocia- have been related, gave Philip a very different 
p^V*^ idea of the fpirit, vigour, and rcfourccs of the 
malcontents, from what he had hitherto enter- 
tained ; and determined him to liften to an of- 
fer, which his coufin the emperor Maximilian 
made at this time, of mediating a reconcile-* 
ment. Maximilian was prompted to interpofe 
his influence, partly perhaps by concern for 
the intereft of his kinfman, but chiefly by hit 
apprehcnfion, that through the clofe connec- 
tion which fubfifted between the Dutch and 
German proteftants, the flame which raged 
• with fo mijch fury in the Low Countries, 
might at laft diffufe itfelf into Germany, 
Having therefore interceded with Philip to 
grant the infurgents favourable terms, and ob- 
tained powers to ncgociate an agreement^ he 
transferred thcfe powers to count Scwartzcn- 
burg, whom he fent into Holland, in the be- 
ginning of the year one. thouland five hun- 
dred and feventy-five, attended by feveral 
German nobles. On the count's arrival in 
Port^ he had an interview with his kinfinan 
T th^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



PHILIP II. KING OF &PAIN. iji 

th,c pvingt of Orange; with whom he employed ® ^^^ ^ 
all his own influence, and Aat of the cm- w^^**.*^ 
peror, from whom he brought a confidential ^^^^* 
letter to the prince. From the refpeft due to 
the emperor, William confented to a congreis 
in the city of Breda, But as he could not be 
perfuaded, that Philip would be ever brought 
to oflfcr conditions, which the States could ac- 
cept with fafety, he believed, that the treaty 
propofed would prove abortive, and therefore 
he exhorted the States to keep themfelvcs in z 
pofture of defence, and to profccutc with vi- 
gour their preparations for renewing the war, 
when the congrefs fhould be diflblved. Th^- 
prince himielf wa$ not of the number of th€ 
deputies; nor did thofe who were appointed, 
though lefs obnoxious to Philip's reftjitment, 
think it iafe to truft themfclves in the power 
of the Spaniards, in Breda, till Rojnero, and 
Mondragone, and two other pcrfom of diftinc*^ 
tion, were fcnt into Holland as hoftages. 

From the proceedings at this congrefs, and 
the mutual diftruft which the deputies difco- 
vered, the reader will eafily perceive the caufes 
which rendered inefFedual, ftot only the pre- 
fent attempt, but likewife all the endeavours 
which were afterwards employed, during the 
Ipacc of forty years, to reconcile the contending ^ 
parties. 

L ^ Ths 



Digitized by 



Google 



151! HISTORY OF THE RXIGN OF 

' xra ^ '^^^ demands of the States of Holland and 
jL— y w Zealand confifted of two articles ; that the go* 
iiar^i4th. pernor fhoiild immediately difmifi the foreign 
troops; and that a general afiembly of the 
States of all the provinces fhould be held to 
determine the feyeral points in controverfy, 
whether civil or religious. 

In anfwer to thcfe requefts, the Spanifli de- 
puties obferved^ that it was unreafonable to 
call the Spaniards by the name of foreignersj 
fincc they were cquaBy the fobjcfts of the king 
as the people of the Netherlands/ and had 
done him the moft (ignal iervice^ in that very 
country from which he was now requefted to 
expel them. That the Germans^ French^ and 
£i^liih> in the fervice of the States^ might 
with much greater propriety be denominated 
foreigners. That the king did not intend^ in 
cafe peace were eftablilhed/ to retain the Spa* 
nifh troops in the Low Countries longer than 
neceflity Ihould requires but that it would be 
highly improper to ilrge him any further on 
this fiibjeffcj as he could not^ confiftently with 
honours difmils the forces in the prcfent pofture 
of his aflttifs. They added^ that after tran- 
f}uUlity was leftored, the king would not be 
averfe to the convocadon of the States^ nor op- 
pofe their deliberating concerning iiich affairs 
f^ properly belonged to them. That he would 

; • " ' be 
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be ever ready to liftcn to their counfcl, and ® ^^^ ^ 
would regulate his coskIuA agreeably to it in ^ -^^'^ 
every thing that iR^as juft and reafonable. And *^^^ 
that> in the mean time, he^ was gracioufly 
pleaied to make them an offer of ^ full indem- 
nity of their paft ofFemics, ppon the following 
conditions; That all cities and forts, with 
their artillery and ftores, Ihould be delivered 
into hb hands; that every heretical form of 
worfhip ihould be profcribed ; and that all fuch 
perfons as were unwilling to forfake their errors, 
ihould dilpofe of their effcds and leave the 
country. 

To theft declarations and offers of the Spa^ 
nilh deputies, thofe of the States replied, that 
notwithflanding what, had been faid, theymuft 
ftill adhere to their firft requeft, of having the 
provinces deliveried from the oppreflion of the 
Spaniih and other foreign troop?. Thcfc 
troops were indeed fubjcfts of the king of 
Spain ; but diey were not fubjefts of the duke 
of Brabant, or the earl of Flanders, Holland, 
or any other pf the provinces, in which there- 
fore they could not be fufiered to remain, with- 
out a violation of a fundjamental law of the con- 
ftitution. It was true, that the French and 
Englifli troops were foreigners $ but thcfc 
troops had come into the Low Countries at the 
defii-c of the States 1 they had never aflumed to 

them- 
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BOOK thcmfclvcs . any Ihare in the government, and 
w^v-^i^ were deemed neceflary by the States for their 
'^7^' defence ^gainft the Spaniards j whereas the Spa- 
niards had, from their firft entrance into the 
Netherlands, treated the inhabitants as ene- 
mies and (laves i had arrogated to themfelves 
every important branch of the adminiftration, 
and had, on many occafions, exercifed the moft 
iinrelenting cruelty, indulging, in the moft 
abandoned manner, their lawlefs luft and 
avarice, to the utter ruin of great numbers of 
the innocent and faithful fubjefts of the king. 
It would be impoffible to reftorc tranquillity to 
the provinces while thefe men were allowed to 
remain, nor were they friends to the king of 
the peace propofed, who advifcd him to re- 
tain them. If the fervice which the king had 
received from his Spanifh troops, were com- 
pared with the mifchief of which they had been 
the authors, it would be found that they had 
done infinitely greater harm than good: and 
that, by the lawlefs rapine which they had 
exercifed, they had received much more than a 
fufEcient compenfation ^ for all their fervices. 
The inhabitants of the Low Countries were 
confcious of having often contributed to ad- 
vance the glory of the Spanifh crown. Nor 
could even their late conduft, if juftly con- 
fidered, be interpreted as a breach of their 
duty to the king, fince they had never oppofed 
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his cxercifing any rights which appertained tQ ^ ^^ ^ 
him as fovercign of the provmccss' and al- ^"*-v—-^ 
though they had taken up arnas, thejj had '^^^ 
never employed them but in vindicating thole 
rights and privileges which the king himfelf 
had fworn to maintain, or in defending their 
lives and fortunes, their wives and children, 
againft the violence and lawkfs tyranny of the 
Spaniards. 

It gave them much concern to find, that 
the king would not agree to fummon an aflcmbly 
of the States till peace jDhould be reftored, 
as they were convinced that no other means fo 
cfFeftual could be devifed for eftablifhing peace 
on a firm and permanent foundation. It gave 
them ftill greater concern to hear the deputies, 
in the name of the king, exprefs themfelves, as 
if they looked upon the States only as coun- 
fcUors, whofe advice he would or would not 
follow, according as he (hould judge expedient* 
This they could not help confidering as an inti- 
niation, that the States were to be limited in 
the exercife of their authority j and if this was 
intended, no ufcful purpofe could be ferved 
by calling them together. With the condi*- 
tions annexed to the proffered indemnity, it 
was impoffible they could comply. They 
could not deliver the cities and forts into the 
hand^ of the Spaniard*, without being appre- 

h<;nfivc 
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fc xiu ^ henlive of the fraud exemplified in the feble 
g ^ ■■ y -l-y of the war between the wolves and the Ihcep, 
^^^^* in which the latter were perfliaded to give up 
dieir auxiliaries, the dogs, into the hands of 
dieir crafty foes. For they had not forgotten 
the fate of die counts Egmont and Horn, and 
«iany others, who repented, when it was toe 
late, of putting feith in promifes which their 
tenemies could violate with impunity. And 
with, refpcdt to the other condition, that all 
. iieretics Ihould quit the country^ as they could 
not believe the religion now eftabliflied in 
JHolland and Zealand to be heretical, fo if all 
»who had renounced the popifh faith were to be 
deemed heretics, and expelled from the Nether- 
lands, there would not be a fuffioient nus^ber 
left to keep the dykes in repair; the country 
would be ftript of the greatefl part of its inha- 
bitants, and ere long be buried in the waves. 
They concluded with intreating the deputies to 
take the reprefentation they had made in good 
part, as proceeding from their zeal for the in- 
tcreft of the king as well as of the provinces i 
and with praying Almighty God to inlpire the 
king and his minifters with milder fentiments 
than thofe which they had hitherto embraced. 

In the reply which was made to this remon- 
' ftrance, the Spanifli deputies, after complain- 

ing of the Ipirit in which it was compofed, Ikid 
XQ that 
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^t the king would fo far comply with the re- • 0^9 ^ 
queil relative to the foreign troops^ as to fend s.^^^'^mj 
dicm away immediately after the terms of ^^^** , 
peace were fettled 5 provided the States would 
at the fame time difmifs the foreigners in their ... . I 
fervice, and deliver up the cities and other for- 
tified places. He would likewife fummon the 
aflembly of the States^ as foon as the prefent 
difturbances had fubfided; but he could not, 
confiftently with his dignity, fubmit to their 
decifion, the conditions on which peace was to 
be eftabliihed i fmce. this would be to abaindoa 
what he regarded as his peculiar prerogative, 
and to allow them to prefcribe where it was 
their duty to obey. In particular, he was de- 
termined never to refer, to their decifion the 
important queftion concerning religion. The 
States, as well as the king, had fworn to main- 
tain the catholic faith; and no confideration 
would ever prevail on him to fufFer them to de- ' 

part from it in the fmalleft article. He was 
not afraid of depopulating the maritime pro- 
vinces by the expulfion of heretics; on the 
contrary, he believed that thefc provinces 
would flouriih more, for that tranquillity which 
unity of faith would enfurc ; and if the heretical 
miniftcrs were removed, he doubted not tliat 
the people would foon perceive, the folly. into 
whi<;h they had been betrayed, ^and return into 
the bofoni of the cjhurch, 

. The 
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The deputies of Holland and Zealand, . after 
confulting their conftituents, gave the follow- 
ifj^^jfft. ing as their ultimate reply. That they were 
willing to refer the feveral points of difference, 
the difmifTion of the Spanilh troops, the deli- 
vering of the cities, forts, and military ftores, 
the nature of the fecurity to be given for ful- 
filling, the conditions of the peace, and even 
the article of religion, to the general aflembly 
of the States of all the provinces : and they 
were willing, they faid, to make the laft of 
tbefe conceflions, not from any intention of 
giving up their religion, which no confideration 
would induce them to forfake ; but from the 
deep concern which they felt on account of the 
long continued calamities of their fellow-citi- 
zens ; to put an end to which, they' were ready 
to abandon their native country, if the States 
ifliould find it neceflary to eftablifli a reH^on, 
with which their confciences would not liiffcr 
them to comply, 

Thcconfc. Count Scwartzenburg now perceived that 
foivcd. * no greater conceflion could reafonably be cx- 
pefted. He reprcfented to the governor, that 
confidering how deep the proteriiant rcligiort 
had ftruck its roots in the maritime provinces, 
the extirpation of it could not be Ipeedily ac- 
complilhed ; and he urged him to grant a truce 
for fix months, during which time the excrcilc 

of 
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of that religion Ihould be permitted, and every book 
lenient meafurc employed to footh and conci- ^ ^ -' _j 
liate the minds of the people. But Rcquefens '^^^^ 
had not authority from the king to agree to this 
rcqueft ; and he refilled to grant even a truce of 
two months, except on condition that the pro- 
teftants fhould abftain from their mode of reli- 
gious worftiip, and oblige their minifters im- 
mediately to quit the country. With this con- 
dition Count Scwartzenburg knew that the ma- 
ritime provinces would never be perfuaded to 
comply. • He therefore defpaired of being able 
to bring his negociation • to the defired iflue, 
and foon after fet out for Germany. The con- 
grcfs was diffolved. The hoftages were reftored; 
and thcvcontending parties, having their refent- 
mcnt more inflamed than ever, applied them- 
felves to the profecution of the war ''• 

The deputies had no fooncr left Breda, than The war 
Rcquefens publiftied an edift, prohibiting all ^'''^*'^* 
communication with the malcontents; and im- 
mediately afterwards fent his troops, under the July wtb. 
count de Hierges, to lay fiege to the town of 
Buren ; which they foon obliged to capitulate. 
From Buren they marched to Oude-water, and 
in fpite of a brave and vigorous defence, they 
took it by ftorm s exercifing at this place their 

^ Meteren, p. 146— ij2. Bentivogfio> lib^ ix* ab initia. 
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^ xiit ^ Mondragone, whofe men had no other ob- 
\ i. =->#■*-/ flacles to encounter but thole of the pa(&ges 
*^^' and needed only ftrength and patience to cn- 
fure lliccefs j -whereas, in the prefcnt cafe, the 
enemy havmg taken die alarm, were continually 
upon the watch ; and the ford was in a manner 
bcficged by their numerous veffcls, which were 
* ready to attack die Spaniards, when they would 
be unable to defend themfelvcs. And even 
allowing that they fhould furmount thefe difE* 
cukies, and efieftuate dieir paSSige, yet vHiat 
remained for them, on their approach to die 
oppofite fhore, but to be attacked by a frefii 
and vigorous enemy, advantageoufly pofted, 
before they could difcntangle themlelves from 
the mud and water? 

Br thefe confidcrations, fomc of the principal 
, officers were induced to remonftrate againft 
the intended enterprife, 2^ too hazardous and 
deiperates and they ^ere of opinion, that no 
attempT ought to be made on Zealand till the 
fleet from Spain fhould arrive. But this pru- 
dent counfel was not fiiited to the bold in- 
trepid fpirit which animated the greater^ ^arc of 
the Spanifli officers. The remembrancif of 
their former viftories, joined to their contempt 
of the malcontents, infpired them with con- 
fidence of fuccefs ; and they were umfHIfinjg to 
divide the glory of their conquiefts with their 

country- 
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countiymcn, who were fuppofed %o be pn. their ^ ^^^ ^ 
way from Spsub. If this .encerprUe> faid they> v.i^v-«i> 
be impradticablc in the day, why may we not ^^^^ 
undertake k in the night; when we fhali either 
ehidc the vigilance o£ the enemy;. or, if they 
get information of our defign, yc^ we ihall have 
£tde reaibn to dread their efforts, as they will 
be obliged to fire their guns at random, and 
Ipend their force in air. The troops pdlcd on 
the other fide to oppoie our landing, will a£k 
as their countrymen have often done on fimilar 
occafions. The boldnefs of our adventure, and 
the daring countenances of ©ur men, will over- 
whelm their daftardly fpirits' with difmay and 
terror. 

Reqitesens was no t jypt>f8flyfbnd of rafh or ^' , 
daring enterprifes^Jj^iiPbeing exceedingly de- 
fireus to N carry Irfrichcme of fubduing Zealand 
into Ipcedy execution, he tranlported three 
thousand feledt troops, cpmpofed of an equal 
number of Spaniards^ Walloons, and Germans^ 
€0 the ifle of Philipfland. Then having ordered 
d'Avila to attend him with the fleet, on board 
which he put one half of thefe forces, he gave 
xhe command of die other half, deftined to at-- 
tempt the paflage, to Oibrio d'Ulloa, a Spanifh 
officer of difttnguifiied courage, who had warm- 
ly exhorted him to uadertakc ^'this bpld and 
fingular expedition. 

Ma - On 
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On the 28th of September, as foon as it wat 
dark, and the tide had begun to retire, UUoa 
*^^^' entered the water at the head of his troops, 
with the guides before him. The troops were 
followed by two hundred pioneers ; and the 
rear-guard was formed by a company of Wal- 
loons, comm^ded by an ofEcer of the name 
of Peralta. They could march only three men 
a-breail, on the top of a ridge of earth or 
fimd, and were often obliged to wade up to the 
ihoulders, and to bear their mufkets on their 
heads, to preferve them from the water. They 
had advanced but a litde way, when the Dutch 
ind Zealanders approached, and began a furi- 
ous difcharge of their fm^dl arms and artillery. 
And not fatisfied with this, many of them leap- 
ed mto the water, and with hooks faftened to 
. the ends of long poles, laid hold of the fol- 
cliers, oppreffed with the weight of the element 
through which they toiled; maflac^ing fomc, 
and plunging others in the waves* Nothing 
but the darkncfs of the night, which prevented 
the two Iquadrons of the enemy's fhips from 
Sifting in concert, could have fayed the royalifts 
from deftruftiQn. But, notwithftanding the 
difficulties under which they laboured,^ they 
perfifted bold and dauntlefe in their conrfe, ex- 
horting and aflifting one another; and without 
quitting their ranks, repelling the enemy, and 
defending tbcmfclvcs as well as their defperatc 

. circum* 
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Circiunftances would allow. Their calamities ' ^^ ^ 
increafed as they approached to , the oppofitc ^ i — »*' ■i^' 
Ihore. For befides that their vigoiir was im^ *^^^ 
paired, they had deeper water to pais, a;id the 
enemy's ihips could come nearer to the ford. 
At laft, ^ howerer, they reached the land, in 
rime to favc themfclvcs from'deftrudion, Tht 
banks were lined with a numerous body of 
troops; and if thefc troops had behaved with 
an ordinary degree of refolution, it is impof- 
fible that the Spaniards, drenched as they were 
with niud and water, and exhaiifted with fa-^. 
tigue, could havie ftood beifore them. But un^ 
fortunately, in the beginning of the attack^ 
their commander was killed, by an accidental 
ftiot of one of his own men. Confternarion 
&ized his troops, and they fled in the moft 
dafts^rdly manner^ before an enemy unable to 
puriue^ 

This extraordinary adventure, though it fuc* 
ceedcd beyond what coxald juftly have been ex- 
peftcd, was not executed without lofs. The 
pioneers were all either overtaken by the tide, 
or dcftroyed by the enemy. The rear-guard 
updcr Peralta faved themfelves by returning 
bacfc- Of the troops under UUoa, a confidcr* t 
able number was killed or drowned, and others 
wounded. But among the killed there was 
only <?nc perfon of diftinftion> named Pacheco i 
M 3 concerning 
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• xin * concerning whom it is rfccordcd, that being 
^ ^ '^ wounded by a muflcet-fhot^ and unable to ad- 
**^^* vance^ and fome of his men urging him to 
fiiffer diem to bear him on their lhoulders> he 
replied, ^ That would ferve.only to retard 
your march. My wound is mortal^ I die, 
%nd not without fome honour, in fo glorious 
an enterprifc." Saying thiss he funk down into 
the water % 

When the Dutch and Zealanders faw diat, 
in ipite of their oppofition, the royalifb had ac- 
compHflied their defign, they quitted the canal^ 
and went to give notice of what had hap* 
pened to the inhabitants of the fea-port towns, 
which they fuppofed the enemy intended to at- 
tack. Requefenj immediately laid hold of the 
opportunity which their deparoire afibrded 
him, to traniport the reft of his forces to Duve- 
land J where they joined their companions, and 
foon compelled all the proteftant troops on the 

« BendvogKoy p. i68. This iuflorian gives th^ fiune 

authority for the above-mentioned particulars^ as for thofe 
of the paflk^e at Tergoes ; the teftimony of JUva8> governor 
of Cambray, who was ah ador in both. 

The Spaniards were not a little encouraged by an ap- 
pearance then rare^ but fince familiar and common» an 
Aurora Borealis^ or nordiem light ; wluch flione «U the time 
pf thrir paflage, and which they interpreted U9 a fign wrought 
Vy Heaven in their behalf* 

sfland 
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Ukiid to fly over to Zinc&c, the C9^tA of ^'%j^ ^ 
Schowcfi* 



Tme redxiS&on of that city ^^ die tvnme* 
disxt and pnncipftl objeft of the prefent expe* 
dition* For bcfides that RequefeM hoped, by 
pofiefling Ziridfee, to be able to dUbirb the 
commutiication between Holland and Zeaknd^ 
he confidered it as the fitteft place for the re-* 
ception of the reinforcement which he exp^Bft- 
ed from Spain ; and he intended to make it the 
feat of his ftrength in that quarter, till he 
fhould colled a naval force fuffictent to enfure 
the <:onqueft of Middlebuig» Flufhing, and 
the ^dier towns in Walchfcrcn. Towards Zi* 
ticfee, the army now commanded byMondra- 
gone proceeded without delay. Before they 
^uld reach it, they found it necel&ry to pa& 
over the canal, which feparates Duvefland from 
Schowen, and on the oppofite fide of which 
they ikWfthe enemy preparing to difpute their 
paflage. This did not deter them from the 
profeeution of their defign. Animated by th^ 
example of their leaders, they leaped without 
hefitatton into the canal, which was near a 
league over, having the bottom full of mud^ 
and advanced forward with fuch undaunted in- 
trepidity, that the enemy, regarding them with 
aftonilhment, abandoned their ftation, and left 
the paflage free and undifputcd, 

M 4 MONORA* 
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MoNjORAOONB would havc immediatiel^ hc^ 
gun die ficgc of Ziricfcc, but thought it ncccf- 
Th?^d/fp«- f^T brforc-ha»d to make himfclf maftcr of ccr- 
^tedcCence ^g^^n poftSj which thc Zcalandcrs had fortified, 
m^n?* in order to iecure the comiminication between 
the tnhiibitants of that town» tnd their friends 
in the other iflands and on the Continent. Thefe 
forts wiire three in number^ one on thc fouth 
near Borendam^ and the other two called 
Browerihaven and Bommene^ on the nordi 
ind eail. Through the imprudent confidence 
of the Spaniards, who made an aflault on thc 
firft of thefe forts too foon, it coft the lives of 
lixty of that nationi with Peralta their com- 
mander; befides a confiderablc number of 
Germans and Walloons* The fort of Brower.- 
fliavcn fubmitted, without refiftance; but. that 
of Bommene, which wg^ better fortified^ was 
iikewife more valiantly defended than th^ other 
,two. Du Lis,^ a French officer, commanded 
the, garrifon, confifting of Germans, French, 
and Engliih; into whofe breafts he had infufed 
the fame generous and dauntlefs fpirit with 
.which he hiipfclf was animated, The^ b^viour 
and fate of this brave determined garrifon 
^defcrvcs a pl^pe in hiftory. At the time of 
•high water their fortjftcation Was impregnable, 
. Ii^ at that time the fea filled both the ditch 
9rhic{i furroundcd it, and a canal which pafTed 
fhrou^h iti but at low watfr and for foipe 
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hours before and after that dme, the ditch wa4 • ^^ * 
fordable, and the ^nemy could advance to the Km^^^mmmj 
very foot of the wall. Both Requefens and '^* 
Vitelli had come to diredt the operations of 
the. fiege. Agreeably to their commands, the 
royalifts, after approaching as ntzr as poffible 
to the ditch, by means of trenches> opened a 
large .battery, which continued firmg upon .the 
fort for two days ince0antly, till a fufficienC 
breach was made. Then waiting till the wa* 
ter had retired, they made a furious afiaulti 
but the befieged withftood their moft vigorous 
efforts, and at laft obliged them to retire, with 
the lofs of a hundred and fifty killed, and twice 
that number wounded. The Spaniards, enraged 
•n account of their fepulfe and lofs, returned 
D the aiTauIt ne;ct day, and began to ftorm the 
hrt on different fides at the fame time. Both 
prtie^ were highly agitated with fury and de*- 
fpir, and both were alike determbcd either to 
di< or conquer. Tlje profpeft of the return- 
ing tide wrought equally on the fears of the 
a^nts, and the hopes of the befieged. The , 

fomer knew, that if they did not carry their : 

point foon, they muft a fccond time fufier the 
Ibamt and flaughtcr of a repulfe; and the lat- 
ter coifidcrcd, that if they could hold out fL 
few hojrs longer, the water would deliver thpm 
for the orefcnt, and the enemy be perhaps de- , 
Jcjrxcd ft>m fcnewing t|ie affaulf. Incited by 

thefe 
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employed his troops for fevcral months^ and 
was attended with confiderablc bloodfhcd. By 
'^^^^ pcrfevcrancc*, however, he brought it at laft 
to a conelufion ; and then having drawn an- 
other ftacado of the fame kind, from an ifland 
.which ky in the entrance of the canal, he join- 
ed the two ftacados together by ftrong iron 
chains, ana thus rendered all accefs imprac^ 
licable. 

During the progrefs of dicfc operations, the 
{MTpteftants embraced every opportunity of in- 
tr&ducipg fupplies imp the city; and they 
were greatly favoured by the feafon, which was 
ib much. milder than ufUal, as to leave the 
river and canals navigable through the whole 
of winter. But in the beginning of February, 
ifae enemy's works were completed, and from 
chat time, all attempts to relieve the belieged, 
by the way of the fmall canal, proved incffecr 
tual. Their friends were therefore obliged to 
tiirn to another quarter, 

, In the beginning of the liege feveral cuts 
had been made in the dyke of the great canal, 
on the fide of Schowen, in order, as was men- 
tioned above, to overflow the country. Through 
one of thefe cuts, near the village of Dreifcher, 
die prince of Orange propofed to convey fup- 
plies to Ziricfce acyofe the inundation; and he 

committed 
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committed the execution of his defign to couist ^^^, ^ 
Hohenloe, a German nobleman of the .moft *n — r-"^ 
unqueftionablc fpirit and refolution; but a '•^^^'^ 
ftorm arifing, and the Spaniards having en- 
camped moft of their forces, and planted bat- 
teries on the dyke, clofe by the cut, they 
obliged Hohenloe to retire. The prince, not 
difcouraged by this check, prepared to> make a 
fecond attempt with a more powerful armament. 
And in order to animate his troops, he refolved 
to conduct the enterprife himfelf. 

He' reached Dreifcher, and approached the ThtprinwT 
cut, at the time of high water. In the. begin- attempts ii^ 
ning of the attack he threw the enemy into con- il^ h*"*" 
fiifion, made confiderable flaughter ampng 
them, and carried oflF fome pieces of cannon 
from their batteries. But the Spaniards, rouz- 
ed by the danger which threatened them, 
quickly recovered their ftations, and made a 
bold and vigorous refiftance, till the tide began 
to retire 5 when the prince perceiving it to be 
imprafticable to advance, wa* obliged, in or- 
der to fave his fleet from dcftrudtion, to return 
into the great canal. Boiflbtthe admiral, whofc 
Jhip waa much larger, than the reft, did not re- 
treat in time; and his fhip having ftuck 
againft the bottom, he himfelf, and about three 
hundred of his crew, either periflied in the 
waves, or Were killed by the enemy. This was 

tho . 
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die laft attempt for the relief of the beficged; 
who being at length overpowered with their 
'575* miferies^ agreed to furrender the town into the 
hands of Mondragonc; and that general^ de* 
firous to put a period tp fo tedious an enter- 
priie> granted them fuch favourable terms as 
thcjr were willing to accept*. 

This fiege had lafted near nine months, and 
durmg all that time had occupied the greateft 
part of the Spanifli army. 

Bbthoc But before the furrender of Ziricfee> odicr 

VitdU. 

events had happened which rendered thofe 
that have been related of fmall importance to 
either party ; and which, while they diiappoint- 
ed the hopes entertained by the Spaniards of 
completing the conqueft of Zealand^ in a great 
meafure delivered the confederates from thofe 
difquieting apprehcnfions which the late fiicccli 
of the Spanilh arms was calculated to excite. 
The firft of thefe evepts was the death of Vi- 
tclli> who was, without controverfy, the ablcft 
and moft experienced general at that time in 
the Netherlands. 

DMdi of ViTELLi's death was quickly followed by that 

**'^**^*^ of Requefens. In carrying on the ficge of 

Ziricfee, much greater fums had been ncceffary 

* Meteren» p. 155. Bcodvoglio, p. 170. 
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than he was able to fupply. From Spain, he 
knew that> confidering the exhauftcd conditiodf 
of the king's finances *> occafioned by his war '^^^ 
with the Turks, no money could be expcfted; 
and the States of fuch of the provinces as re-» 
tained their allegiance, were cither unwilling, 
or unable to comply with his demands. Thus, . 
great arrears were due to his troops, and they 
had already begun to mutiny, and to exercifc 
the moft intolerable oppreflion on the people; to 
whom he had been obliged to grant the liberty 
of wearing arms for their defence, from a well- 
grounded apprehenfion,' that if he had not per- 
mitted them to do this, they Would have done 
it without his authority". 

Requesi^NS had too much fenlibility, and too 
little ftrength of mind, either to endure pa- 
tiently the mortifications, or to encounter re- 
folutcly the difficulties, to which he was ex^ 
pofcd. His vexation and chagrin preyed in^ 
ccflantly on his health and fpirits, and at length, 
brought on a fever, of which he died in a few 
days; leaving behind him a much higher cha- 
raftcr for civil, than Tor military accomplifli- 
mcnts, in which he was confeffcdly much infe- 
rior to his prcdecclTor the duke of Alva''. 

* Meteren. p. ij6. 

^ This libergr had been taken from them by the duke 
of Alva. 
^ Thaanus, torn, iii. p. 4.64. Strada, torn. ii. p. i^*^ 
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FTER the death of Requefens^ Who Kad B o o k 
been prevented from nominating his fuc^ 



ccffor by the violence of his difeaie> the council thJS^. 
of fkat^ aflumed the reins of government; and ^\J5?* 
SIS ^e king hefitatcfd for fome time in hii cowMmor 
choice of ^ govemof^ he found it necefflyy to 
ccmfirm their authority^ 



This revolution afibrded great ^^is^dioA 
to the people 6f Holland and Zealand; whp 
flatter^^d themfehres with hopes, that now> when 
the adminiftration was lodged in the hands of 
their fellow-citizens, the war would not be car- 
ried on with the fame animofitf and ardor as 

Vot. II. N before. 
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^ XIV. ^ before. At firft, however, the council enter- 
^■■ y- i^ cd heartily into the late governor's dcfigns, 
and prolecuted, with vigour, the plan of ope- 
rations which he had left unfinifhed. And 
they continued to do fo till their attention was 
called to objefts of a ftill more interefting na- 
ture, than the redudion of the maritime pro- 
vinces. 

Mutiny of (The Spanifli cavalry had> as already men- 
troops tioned, begun to mutiny before the death of 
Requcfens. During (he fi'ege of Ziricfee, the 
infantry remained obecfient to their command- 
ers, pardy from being kept in perpetual, em- 
ployment, and partly from the hopes of en- 
riching themfelves by the plunder of that city; 
but being difappointed in thefe hopes by tiie 
. . articles of the capitulation, and large arrears 
being ^ucj to the payment of which even the 
contributions of the people of Ziricfee were 
nat applied-, they flew to arms> depoled riicir 
officers* ^ckfted. others, and a commander in 
chief from among themfelves; and then> h^r* 
ing fworn mutual fidelity over the facred hoft, 
they abandoned all their conquefts which had 
ooft them'fo much labour and blood, and paff* 
cd over to Brabant i intending to take poflcf* 

. ^ Meteren fays, that the Walloons laid hold of the mo- 
ney, and with j;reat dexterity excluded the Spaniards from 
the town.' 

Gon 
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lion bf fome confidcrabk fortified place, from ^ ^^ k 
i^hencc they niiight make excurfions, and pliin- ^ *>^/..yi 
dcr the neighbouring towns and villages; *^^^- 

Th« council of ftate lent count Manfvelt to Theyfcfee 
ap^aie them; but no offers or promifes which ^^^^ 
the count was empowered to make, could di- 
vert them from their defign* Thtf hoped, by 
the rapidity of their marchi to have entered 
Bruffefe by furprifc; but both' the inhabitants 
and garrifon were prepared to oppofe them; 
They failed likcwifc iii an attempt on Mechlin* 
Then leaving Brabanti they 'turned fiiddenly 
towards Alloft in Flanders; and made them- 
felves mailers of that town, by climbing over 
the walls in the middle of the nighti when 
the citizens were off their guard. They couU 
not have acquired poffeflion of a place more 
fuitable to their defign; as it was fltuated in 
the midft of a rich dnd fertile countryj ahd lay 
at nitLtly an equ^l diftance from Bruffels, Ghent^ 
and Antwcfp. They had no fooner difplayfed 
the ftandard of rebellion in AUofti than they 
were joined by moft of the other Spanilh troops 
iA tte Lqw-Countrifs ; after which, they be- 
gan to excrdfc tvcry Ipecies of violence and - 
outrage, bc^ againft the citizens and the in- 
habitants of the country round* 

N 2 Thb 



Digitized by 



Google 




ti6 HISTORY OP THE AEIGN OF 

Ths prince of Orange remained not idie or 
unconcerned in this critical conjunfture.. He 
had too much fagacity not to difcern^ and too 
much zeal and dexterity not to avail himfelf of 
To favourable an opportunity of advanck^ his 
dcfigns. By his letters, and emi(Iaries> he 
endeavoured to roufe the Ipirit of the people, 
and to perfuadc the council, " That now was 
the time when they might deliver themielves 
for ever from the tyranny 6f Spain. By the 
good providence of God, the government had 
&lien into their own hand^. It ought to be 
their unalterable purpoie, to hold fitft the 
power which they pofleffed, and to employ it 
in delivering their fettow-cttizens from diat 
intolerable load of mifery under which they 
had fb long groaned. The meaiUre of the ca- 
lamities of the people^ and of At kiqyittes of 
the Spaniards, was now fulL There was no* 
thing worfe to be dreaded than they had already 
fuffered; and nodiing to deter them from re-* 
folving either to expbl th«rir rapacious tyrants, I 
dr toperifh in the gbrious attempt." | 

They are Tkese c^hoTtations, cnforced by accounts 
beisbytke' wHich wcrc ptopagatcd of thc enofmitks com** 
council. mittcd by the Spanift troops, found sn cafy 
admittance into the minds of perfbns of all 
ranks. The council of ftate were no Icis* in- 
flamed 
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flamed than the people s apd refolved to publiih 
an edid, declaring the Spaniards to be rebels 
againft the king. Barlaimont, Manfvelt, Vi- '^^^ 
glius^ even the Spanifli officers of the higheft 
rank, and Rhoda, prefident of the council of 
tuniults, feemcd at firft inclined to concur with 
the other counfcllors -, but perceiving that their 
refcntment was not confined to the mutineers, 
but extended likcwife to all the friends of the 
Spanifli government, they began to alleviate 
the outrages of the foldiers, and openly op« 
pofcd the publicadon of the edid; alleging, 
that troops which h^ mutmied on acccTiint of 
not receiving their pay, could not juftly be 
confidered as rebels -, and that the cdid would 
fcrve only to exafperate thenj ftill more againft 
the people, while the council was not provided 
with force fufficient to reftrain their exceJTes. 
But thefe rcafons were held in great contempt 
by a majority of the council i who, having cx-- 
pelled the diffcnting members, accufed them 
of holding correfpondence with the mutineers, 
and threw them into prifpn. Then having 
elcflked the duke d'Arfchot for their prefident, 
in the room of Viglius, they publiftied an edidt 
in terms ftrongly calculated to increafe the 
odium againft the Spanifh troops; calling oil 
the people to concur with them in driving out 
that lawlefs and rapacidus crew, who, under 
the prcte^^t of ^procuring payment of their ar-. 
N ^ rej^rs,, 
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Vargas led his troops, with the utmoft expedi- 
tion, to Macftricht, which, he was iiTfonned, 
'^*^* tfic Germans in garrifon there haji agreed to 
cleKver to the States. The execution of their 
defign had been retarded by Ibme companies 
of Spaniards, a part of whom were in pofleflion 
of one of the gates, and the reft ftationed in the 
town of Vich. ' This town-lies on the eaft fide 
of the river, ahd is connefted with Maeftricht 
by a bridge over the Maefe. Vargas, having 
tranlportcd his troops, and joined his country- 
jncn at Vich, had a iharp engagement with the 
townfmen upon the bridge; but as they were 
pot fupported by the Germans, he foon com- 
pelled them to retire. They paid dear for this 
attempt to aflcrt their liberty. The Germans, 
inftead of aftbg as their friends> united with 
the Spaniards, and both together plundered the 
town without mercy **• 

Thefackinp BuT the memory of the calamities which 
•f AnhJeil^ the people of Maeftricht experienced on this 
^^/^P*' occafion, was effaced by thofe which foon af- 
terwards befcl the citizens of Antwerp. The 
States, had laboured in vain to perfuadc die 
Spanilh garrifon in the citadel to deliver it into 
their hands. They. now refolved to compel 
thcmi and, with this view, they had brought 

* Metcrcn, p. 164. Bcntiyoglio, p. 178. 
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into the city a numerous body of Walloons and *. 0^^ K 
other troops. They had much reafon for that t ,^*v-^ 
folicicudc with which they defired to get pof- '^ 
feffion of this important fortrcfs; which, on 
the one fide, communicated with the town, by 
a Ip^cious efplanade, and on the other, with 
the adjacent coxintry. The States were ndt 
fufficiendy aware of the danger to which, firoto 
thefc two circumftances united, die city of 
Antwerp was expofed. Champigny* the go- 
vernor had endeavoured to roufe their ^tcn- 
tion to this danger, and had earneftly exhorted 
them to block up the efplanade by batteries and 
trenches ; and, at the fame time, to order aU 
the troops that could be fpared, to encanip . 
without the town,, fo as to prevent the Spa- 
niards at AUoft and other places from entering 
the citadel. But they wholly neglefted the 
latter part of this advice, and they were too 
late in beginning to put the former in execu- 
tion. They believed that the garrifon would 
not venture to fally out upon the town, in 
which there was fo great a number of troops 
to oppofe them ; and they flattered themfclvcs 
with the hopes of being able to compel them to 
furrender, before they could receive afliftance 
from their countrymen. For this purpbfc, two 

^ Hcs was brother to cardinal Granvelle,^ and was as 
averfe from the Spaniflt intereft as hisbrother was attached 
to it, 

ftrong 
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B o^ o K ftrong batteries were planted on the efplanadci 
^^^'^ while the townfmen were cinploycd, either in 
•'^^* pufh^ng forward the trenches, or in raifing 
^ mounds fpr the fecurity of the town. 

The ficge of the caftle of Ghent was cap-icd 
.on at the fame time, and th^ States had con- 
ceived the moft fanguine e^^pedatioh? of fuc- 
cefsi when the noife of the artiUery reached 
from both places to the mutineers in AUoftj 
and, awakening in them fome i^arks of their 
native warlike ferocity, produced a more 
powerful effeft upon their mbds, than all 
the exhortadoQ§ apd entreaties of their con^-^ 
xnand^rsj 

Navarese, their leader, feizcd dcxteroufly 
this opportunity which their prefent dilpofit^on 
, afforded him > and, calling them together, ex- 
horted them to reflcft upon the folly of fuffci:- 
ihg the fortreffes befieged to fall into (he hands 
of the Flemings. " That artillery," f^d he, 
*^ which is now thundering in our ears, is 
levelled a^inft us, no lefs than ag^inft the gar- 
rifons of Ghent and Antwjerp, When the 
Flemings Ihall Jiave fubdyed th.c reft of oyr 
countrymen, can wq doubt that they will next 
turn their arms againft us, who are the prin- 
cipal objefts of their rcfcntment? Can you 
imagine that the St^atcs will then, lend a more 

favourable 
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favourable car, than at prcfcnt, to your re- ® ^iv. * 
quefts? Believe me, they will ere long extin- u^^v — ■# 
guifli the debt which they owe you, in your '^^ 
blood. Let us march inftantly to the relief of 
the citadel of Antwerp. We (hall foon oblige 
the enemy to raife the fiege. We Ihall, in fpite 
of the townfmen, and the raw troops which 
they have brought to their afliftance, njakc 
ourfelves mailers of the richefl: city in the worlds 
and take ample revenge for the unworthy treats 
mcnt wc have received.'* 

He would have proceeded; but wa$ pre* 
vented by fliouts of applaufe, and ^xdaipations 
from every quarter, to arms ! to arms ! They 
were now as impatient to leave AUoft, as they 
had formerly been rcluftant. On the third 
day of November^ and only a few hours before 
fun-fct, they began their march; hoping to 
reach the citadel of Antwerp early next morn- 
ing, unobfcrved by the enemy. Having found 
greater difficulty in paffing the Scheld than 
they expedted, they did not arrive till noon; 
notwithftanding which, being joined by four . 
hundred horfe, under Vargas and 'Romero, 
who had (ifted in concert with Navarefe, they 
entered the citadel, without meeting with the 
leaft oppofition. The citizens were no fooncr 
informed of their arrival, than they fufpcded 
their dcfign, and were fijlcd with the moft 

dreadful 
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* XIV ^ *^^^1 apprchcnfions. Champigny the go- 
^.■i,^,,^ vernor, whole advice had been fo unfortunately 
'*'^ diiregarded, few the approaching ftorm, and did 
every thing in his power to avert it. 

But the impctuofity of the mutineers did not 
leave him time for completing the arrangements 
which he intended. Thcfe men, impelled at 
once by avarice and revenge, rejcAed with 
tiifdain the invitation given by d'Avila to rc- 
pofe and refrelh themfclvcs after their march. 
With rige and fury in their countenances, 
ihey demanded the fignal to advance; calling 
out, "t|iat--they were determined, before night, 
cidier to p(Jrilh in the conflict, or to^ fix their 
quarters in the city. They were in number be- 
tween two and three thoufand> and the gar- 
rifon, together with the troops brought by 
Vargas and Romero, amounted nearly to the 
fame number. Navarcfc led on the mutineers, 
and the remainder were commanded by Ro- 
mero. Nothing could exceed the intrepidity 
with which thefe two determined bands, vying 
with each other, attacked the trenches. The 
citizens difplayed, at the firft onfet, great 
bravery and refolution; but, being unable 
long to withftand the impetuous attack Of the 
Spaniards, and being galled at the fame time 
by the artillery of the citadel, they at length 
gave way, and fled with precipitation along 
6 the; 
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the two ftrcets which lead from the parade into ^ ^^^ ^ 
the centre of the city. The Spaniards were ^mm^ - ^^mj 
fcconded by their cavalry; which bore dawii '^^^ 
ail before them> and followed clofc upon th& 
rear of the vanquiQied, till they reached the 
great fquair^ in the centre of which^ (lands the 
Guildhall or Palace. There the fugitives, bo-* 
mg joined by fome frefh troops, made a hak« 
and rallied; but they were foon broken a 
iccond time, and would have been all cut to 
pieces, if they had not taken fhelter in the 
palace, and in houfes of the fquare. From 
the windows they kept, for fome time, a brifl^ 
fire upon the enemy, and did confiderable exe- 
cution; but the Spaniards, who were accom^ 
panied by the retamers of their camp, fet fire 
to the houies, with hay, ftraw, and other com« 
biiilible materials, not iparing even the palace 
itfclf; which was cftecmed onp of the richcft 
and moft magnificent in the worlds It was 
quickly reduced to afhes; and of thole who 
had taken refuge in it, fome periihed in th^ 
ftames, sind fome by the fword, in attempting t9 
efcape, <while others frantic with defpair flung; ^ 

themfe^es headlong from the windows '. 

The Spaniards then difperfed themfirlvea 
over the dry/ overpowering all oppofidon with 

irrefiflible 
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y^' irrefiftiblc impetuofity. Had their numbef 
1576. been fufficient cither to murder, or to over- 
take the multitude that fled before them, the 
earnage of that memorable day would have 
been ftill more dreadful. Of the citizens near, 
feven thoufand periftied j while the lofs of the 
Spaniards amounted only to two hundred men. 
So great is the fuperiority in batde, of regular 
dlfcipline, and prompt obedience to com- 
rnand: For though the citizens fought with 
^ictraordinary courage, like men whofc all was 
at ftake, they afted not in concert; and al- 
though they had been marfhalled by Cham- 
pigny, as well as the time would allow, yet, 
from want of praftice, they were fbon thrown 
into confufion, and, from the fame cwfc, they 
were unable to recover their ranks, or return 
to the charge. 

Justice would oblige us to beftoW on the 
Spanifh troops the praife due to the moll heroic 
valour, if, b^fides the rapacity which impellejd 
Aem, they had not disfigured the luftrt of 
ihcir vidory by exerdfing a degree of barbae 
rous cruelty, of which, at that period, th^ Spa* 
niards alone, of all the nations in Europci 
, fecni to haVe becri capable. Antwerp, af the 

time of tl^is cataftrophe^ was in the molt floU* 
rifliing condition. Companies of merchants 
from almoft every t:ommercial nation^ refided 

l0 
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iti It, poflcfling ftorchoufcs ind feftorics filled * ^jy ^ 
with the moft precious commodities. Great 
numbers of the citizens too were the wealthieft 
in Europe* Their magnificent houfcs were 
adorned with the moft coftly furniture; and 
their (hops and warehoufes ftorcd with gold 
and Clver ftuffs, and all other kinds of valu- 
able cfit<fts, coUefted from every corner of the 
globe. Upon thefe the Spaniards feized, with- 
put any difcrimin^tion of the owners, and with- 
out confidering whetHer the perfbns, whom 
they pillaged, were friends or enemies. The 
plunder that lay open and unconcealed was im- 
menfe ; but was far from being fufiicient to fa- 
tiatc the avarice of the Spaniards. They exer- 
cifcd the moft unrelenting cruelty upon all 
whom they fufpciSted to have concealed their 
trcafurcsi and nothing was to be heard in the 
city, but either the ihrieks and groans of the 
fufferers, or the lamentations of thofe whom 
they compelled to behold the torments of their 
hufbands, wives, or children. Cotemporary 
hiftorians have defcribed fome of the fcveral 
fpccies of torture which they infli£tcd i but the 
rcader*s modefty would be offended, and bis 
humanity ftiocked, by the recital *• 

In this manner were thefe men, for three 
days and nights, employed in plundering and 

* Thuanus and Metcrcn« 

butchering 
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^ ^ -*^ 

5 XIV ^ butchering by turns, a people who were fub-* 
V-^-v^»^ jcds of the fame prince acs themfelves^ and 
'^^^' from whom (whatever ground of complaint 
they might pretend againft the council of ftate) 
they had never received the fmallcft injury or 
provocation. Nor does it appear that their 
officers interpofed to moderate their cxccflcs, 
till the foldiers, exhaufted with fatigue, were 
about to give over of themfelves* 

TitE mohey In fpecic which was extorted, 
amounted at lead to eight millions of guilders, 
befides an immenfe quantity of gold and filver, 
in plate, duffs, and furniture, which the owners 
were not able to redeem. The lofs which the 
people of Antwerp fuftained by the burning 
of fo many buildings, was not Icfs than what 
they fuffcred by the rapacity of the foldiers. 
The moft beautiful part of the city was burnt 
to the ground j and great numbers of fliops and 
warehoufes, containing the richeft goods, were 
confumed to alhes^ 

TheStotcs Whilst thc barbarity exercifed agunit the 

finance * inhabitants of Antwerp, excited fentiments of 

^of compaffion towards the unhappy fufFerers, it 

'^^* greatly augmented that abhorrence which thc 

^ Mctercn, p. 164. Thuanus, torn* iiL p. 471. Ben- 
fivogUo, p. 178. 
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Flemings already entertained towards the Spa- 
niards^ and made them more folicitous than 
ever to deliver themfelves from a yoke which 
was now become intolerable. But the great 
fuperiority which the Spanilh troops difcbvered 
on every occafion over the raw undifciplined 
forces of the States, created much anxiety with 
regard to the fuccefs of their endeavours. The 
council of ftate perceived the neceflity of hav- 
ing fecourfe to foreign aid ; and they willingly 
accepted an offer, which was made them at 
thisjunftul-e by the prince of Orange, of fbmc 
cannon, ammunition, and troops, with which 
they pufhed forward the fiege of the citadel 
of Ghent, and foon obliged the garrifoh to ca- 
pitulate. 

This feafonable afliftance contributed not a 
litde to advance the prince's views. Imme- 
diately after the death of Requefcns, he had ' 
projefted a fcheme of uniting all the provinces, 
and had exerted himfclf with great aftivity and 
addrefs, in carrying it into execution. The 
States entered readily into his ideas. Deputies 
were appointed, and inveftcd with proper 
powers, by the feveral provinces; and in the The confix 
congrefs, which was held at Ghent, a treaty of ohem.^^ 
confederacy was concluded, under which all ^^T*^^!^ 
the provinces, except Luxemburg, wcrQ com- 
prehended. 

VoL.il ^ O U 
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^ XIV ^ ^^ ^^^ confederacy, fo well kirown in th<f 
fc i "i^^* , j hiftory of the Netherlands by the name of the 
'^^^* Pacification of Ghent, it was agreed between 
the Catholic provinces on the one hand, and 
t}iofe of Holland and Zealand, with the prince 
pf Orange, on the other, that there fliould fub- 
iift between them an inviolable alliance, peace, 
and friendihip ; that all paft injuries fhould be 
buried in oblivion ; that all prifoners, and in 
particular the count de BoITut, (hould be let at 
liberty without ranfomj that the contradting 
parties fhould, to the utmoft of their power, 
aflift each other in expelling the Spaniards 
from the Netherlands ; that as foon as the pro- 
vinces ihouid be delivered from thefe bloody 
oppreflbrs, and tranquillity eftablifhed, a ge- 
neral affembly fhould be held of the States of 
all the provinces, for redrefTing grievances, 
leforming abufcs, and refloring the conftitution 
to its primsBval flate; that the prince of 
Orange fhould remain high admiral and go- 
vernor of the maritime provinces ; and that he, 
and all others, whofe property had been con- 
fifcated, fhould be reinftated in their pofTeflioiis 
and dignities J that all the decrees of the duke 
of Alva, relative to the tumults and herefy, 
fhould be aboliflied; but that in the Catholic 
provinces, only the Roman catholic religion 
fhould be cxcrcifed; while in thofe of Hol- 
land arid Zealand, all matters, whether civil or 

religious. 
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J-eligious, fhould remain on their prcfcnt foot- * Q^^ ^ 
ing, till a general aficmbly of all the Stafc? v . ^ ^- ^ ^ 
(houldbcheldS *^7^' 

The deputies who were how convened^ whom AitWaiof 
the hiftorians call likewife by the name of -the pf Auftriib, 
States, entered immediately ppon the execution 
of the articles of this confederacy, by tranfport- 
ing to the frontier of France fuch of the Spa- 
niards as had been taken prifoners in the citadel 
of Ghent : and they had begun to make pre- 
parations to diflodge them from other places, 
when they were informed that Pon John of 
Auftriaj whom Philip had made choice of for 
governor, had arrived in the province of 
Luxemburg, In foine rcfpedts Don John was 
admirably qualified for this new ftation, to 
which his brother had appointed him. Hi^ 
affable arid infinuating manners were fitted to 
conciliate the affedtions of the people whom he 
had been fent to govern \ and' his military ac- 
complifliments qualified hiAi to piirfue the 
war with vigour, againft the revolted pro- 
vinces. But in the critical fituation info yrhich 
the late enormities of the Spaniards had brought 
the Netherlands, other bjients befides thefc 
were requifitCi fuch as prudence, pafieACc^ 

' Meteren> p. 169. BentivogHo«1.9. fab fine. Thuanusj 
1» 62. fe£t. 13. 
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and fclf-c6mniand, together with fkill and de3C- 
tcrity in managing the paflions and the pre- 
judices of men i qualifications which Don John 
poflcffcd not in an eminent degree. 
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^ssprti. His conduft- upon his firft arrival was ill 

calculated to allay thofc fufpicions which the 
Flemings entertained of the king's defign in 
fending him to the Netherlands. Having 
ftopt at Luxemburg, he wrote letters to the 
council and the States, in which he informed 
them, that he would ^not come to Bruffels, the 
ufual rcfidence of their governors, unlefs hof- 
tagcs were given hirri for their peaceable be- 
haviour, a guard appointed for the fccurity of 
his perfon, and the fame unlimited command 
of the fleet and army conferred upon him, which 
the preceding governors had enjoyed. He la- 
mented the outrages which had been committed 
by the Spanifli troops; and promifed, that, if 
. the States and people fhould maintain their obe- 
dience to the king, and their profeflion of the 
catholic faith, the injuries which they had fof- 
tained, fhould not pafs unpunifhed. But he 
added, that if they failed in either of thcfc re- 
Ipefts, they fhould, in that event, find liim 
no lefs prepared for war, than he was- inclined 
to peace '• 

s Meteren> p* 1741 
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The States and council vcrc ignorant, till ■ ^ o ^ 
they received thefe letters, of the light in which K^^mj 
their Iktc conduft was confidered by the court TheYutw 
of Spain. They believed that, as the fteps "Jp^/JJ 
which they had taken were neceffary for. the the prince 
prefervation of the people, it was impoffiblc ^ ""*** 
they could be ofFenfive to .the kingj and they 
were extremely furprifed, thus to meet not 
only with diftruft, but even threats, and a de- 
fiance, where they were confcious of having, 
merited approbation and applaufe. They 
trembled therefore at the thoughts of putting 
themfclves in the power of the new governor,, 
and were greatly at a lofs to determine what 
anfwcr they Ihould return to his demands. On 
this occafion, they had recourfe to the prince 
of Orange for advice. And William readily 
embraced the opportunity, which was thus 
prcfented to him, of confirming his country- 
men in thofe fufpicions to which the governor's 
conduct had given rifc» 

*^ As it was but toa manifefl:," he ,iaid, ?»• advice, 

dated 

" from the (train of Don John's letter, that he Nor. 30, 
intended to tread in the footfteps of his prede- '^^ ' 
ccflbrs, the States and council had much need 
to exert all their firmnefs, prudence, and. cir- ^ 
cumfpcftion. They ought ferioufly to confider 
the injportant charge with which they were en- 
truftedi and to remember, that, upon their 
O 3 prefent 
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^ XIV ^ P^^^^^^ conduft, it depended, whether they, 
C'-iv^i- # and their wives, and children, and fellow • 
.'^^^' citizens, fhould for the future enjoy thofe 
rights which belonged to them as natives of 
the Low Countries, or lliould be again ex- 
pofed to the lawlefs tyranny of the Spaniards. 
They ought to .exercife with vigour the power 
which they poffefled, and refolutely rejc6l all 
terms of agreement with the governor, by 
which the ftindamental laws of the State might 
be brought into danger, or their own authority 
abridged. Enter not, faid he, into any ac- 
commodation with him, till the Spaniards, and 
all other foreign troops, be actually difiniflcd, 
'Truft not to any foothing promifcs which he 
may give you, of difmiffing them at a more 
convenient feafon. Remember how the king 
himfelfi when he went to Spain, affured you, 
that the troops which he then left behind him, 
fliould, in three months afterwards, be with- 
drawn, and yet they were fufFered to remain 
for moi^e than a year and a half i and would, 
notwithftanding your folicitations, have ftill 
remained^ if the calamity which befel his army 
in Africa, had not made it nece(&ry for him to 
remove them. Let no confideration pcrfuade 
you to liftcn to Don John's requeft of the Un- 
limited command of your forces. By granting 
this, you will furnifli him with weapons againflr 
yourfclves. Nothing can cxprefs his diftruft 
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more ftrongly, than his unprecedented rcquifi- 
tions of hoftages, and a guard for the fccurity 
of his perfon. If you comply with theft de* 
n^ands, you will enable him to annihilate your 
authority, and to trample under foot your moft 
facred rights and laws. It is impoflible to be- 
lieve that one who difcovers fo much folieitude 
to ftrip you of your power, can ferioufly in- 
tend your welfare. Is it not more reafonable 
that the governor (hould truft the States, than 
that the States Ihould lay thcmfclves at the 
mercy of the governor? Such demands were 
never made, even by your princes themfelvesj 
whofe praftice always- was, to come unarmed to 
your aflcmbjies, and to take an oath to main- 
tain your privileges, before they j-eceived from 
you any promife of obedience. Confent not to 
put yourfclves under the powpr of John of 
Auftria, upon cafier terms than have been ever 
infiftcd upon with your native princes. Re- 
quire him, previoufly to his admiflion, to in- 
terpofe his authority for the immediate depart- 
ure of the Spanifh troops ; and folemnly to en- 
g^tge to govern the State according to its flin- 
damental laws*. To thefe conditions, your 
late fatal experience wiU juftify you, if you 
add, that you Ihall have the power of aflcm- 

* Here the prince mcndons the particular privileges to 
which he alludes* and the times when they were obtained* 
Metcren, p. 175, 
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B o^ K bling yourfclvcs twice, or even thrice a year, if 
v-^^,^ you fhall judge it to be expedient; that the ci- 
»576. tadels fhall be rafed to the ground i that the 
right of appointing the governors and magif- 
tratcs fhall be vcflcd in you 5 and that, with- 
out your confcnt, no military force fhall be 
levied and no garrifons flationcd in the towns 
or forts. At prefcnt, it little imports you to 
confider whether or not this conduft will give 
offence to the king, for it is mere dclufion, if 
you flatter yourfclvcs that you have not already 
offended him. Promifes, foothing fpeeches, 
and profeflions of affeftion on his part, will not 
be wanting ; but you will difcovcr the lafl: de- 
gree of weaknefs, if, after what you have ex- 
perienced for feveral years paft, you arc not 
fenfible, that nothing now remains for you, 
but either miferably to bend under the yoke, 
from which you have fo happily efcaped, or to 
employ with vigour and fortitude the means 
with which Providence has furnifhcd you; and 
which, I doybt not, may yet prove effe6hjal 
for your fecurity, provided you maintain har- 
mony and concord among yourfelves '." 



I'he Statfs 

apply for 
aid to for 
reign 



This letter, in fome meafure, produced the 
defired effeft. It put to filence all thofe who 
were for receiving Don John on his own termsj 

^ Metcren, p. 175, 176. Bcntivoglio, lib. ix. ab inirio. 
Thoanas, 1. IxiL fedt. 15. 
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and the States, more fulpicious than ever of ^ ^^ ^ 
his defign, refolvcd to infift, upon the difmif- w, -y-'-iJ 
iion of the troops, and the confirmation of the '^^^ 
pacification of Ghent, as conditions, without 
which they would never agree to acknowledge 
his authority. And that they might not be 
found unprepared, in cafe of his refufal, tjiey 
gave orders for making new levies; drew to- 
gether an army at Wavre, between Bruflels and 
Namur; and dilpatched ambafladors to folicic 
afliftance from foreign courts. 

In Germany, where they were powerfully ^ 
feconded in their applications by the prince of 
Orange, they engaged in their interefts John 
Cafimire, count palatine of the Rl^me. In 
France they did not confine their ap^plication 
to the Calvinifts, but likewife prevailed upon 
the duke of Anjou, the king's brother, to 
clpoufe their caufe, by fctting before him the 
prolped of an eftabli(hmen!> in .the Low-Coun- 
tries, more fuitable to his rank than he could 
cxpe^ to obtaih.in his brother's dominions. 
From the queen of England, their envoy met 
with the mod gracious reception. It was mat- 
ter of the higheft fatisfaftion to this fagacious 
princefs, to fee her inveterate enemy thus em- 
broiled with his Flemifli fubjeftss but, as flie 
was ftfll defirous to avoid an open rupture with 
Philip, ihc chofc to affift them with money 
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* xiv ^ ^^^^^^ ^han with troops, and gave them forty 
v^^w>-^-/ thoufand pounds, with a promife of continu- 
es^*- ing her favour, on condition (which fhe added 
in order to fave appearances) that they (hould 
adhere to the pacification of Ghent, and not 
throw oflf their allegiance to their legal fove- 
reign, 

TheirnegcK. Whxlb thc States were making thefe pre- 
Poiijohn. parations to vindicate their rights by force of 
arms, they fincercly defired to attain their end, 
by negociation with the governor. For they 
had too long groaned under the calamities of 
war, iiot to wifh moft carntftly for peace, pro- 
vided that blefling cduld be fecured without 
making a facrificc of their liberties. Don 
J'ohn, on the other hand, difcoVered an ex- 
treme rcluftancc to comply with the condi- 
tions which they required of him ; but he en- 
deavoured to diflcmblc hi^ fentiments, and at- 
tempted, by fair fpeeches, to cajole and de- 
ceive tliem. Still, however, he continued tx) 
fiiew his diffidence, by infifting upon having a 
nuiftefoiis guard {6t his perfon s and by refuf- 
ing his cohfent to the depirture 6( the Spani- 
ards, linlefs the States Aould at the lame time 
difmifs the foreign troops in their fcrvicc, and 
give hoftages, to remain in the hands of a 
neutral power, till tlicir engagements Ihould 
befulfiUed- 

Ths 
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The States, whofc jealoufy was kept alive ^ ^j^ ^ 
by the repeated warnings of the prince of ^-^»^*— < 
Orange, eafily penetrated into Don John's de* '^^ 
fignsj and they refolved, if poflible, to cQn- 
vince him, by one decifive ftep, that it was in 
vain for him to expeft that they would ever 
depart from the terms propofed. In their af- 
fcmbly at Bruffels, on the fifth of January ^S77i 
one thouland five hundred and feventy-feven, 
they drew up a new deed of union, in which 
they engaged in the moft folemn manner, to 
maintain ^ inviolably for ever the pacification of 
Ghent; to fpare neither their goods, their per- 
fons, nor their lives, in order to fulfil it j and 
to regard as perjured traitors, all thofe who, 
participating in the prefcnt union, Ihould by 
word, deed, or counfel counteraft it. A copy 
of this deed, fubfcribed by the governor and 
deputies of all the towns and provinces; by the 
nobility, prelates, and other dignified eccle- 
fiafticsi and by the members of tribunals, 
councils, colleges, and chapters, together with ' 
a folemn ratification of it by the council, was 
fent by the States to Don John, as their final 
anfwcr to his demands*. 



This meafure contributed not a little to Theira^ec* 
omote the end propofed. It gave Don John jlj^*'^'* 

* Mcteren, p^ 179. 
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" XIV '^ a proof of firmncfs on the part of the States, 
<■ -^^-w which he little expeded, and ihcwcd him the 
'^^7. neccffity of either agreeing to the conditions 
which they fo eameftly required, or of rcfolv* 
ing inftantly to have recourlc to arms. Inflam- 
ed by ambition and the love of war, he would 
not have hcfit^ted a moment what part to ad^ 
had not his inftruftions from the king required 
that he fliould avoid coming to an open rup- 
ture with the Catholic provinces. He con- 
fidered likewifc, that the States had got the 
ftart of him, and were already Well prepared to 
repel force by force. Nor was he ignorant of 
the encouragement which they had received, 
to hope for fuccour from the neighbouring 
powers j or of the danger, to which great num- 
bers of the Spanilh troops, furrounded by their 
enemies, were expofed, of being reduced by 
famine. Influenced by thefe confiderations, 
and trufting that ere long, after quieting their 
fufpicions, opportunities would offer of de- 
priving the States by degrees of that power of 
which they were at prefent fo tenacious, he en- 
tered into a negociation with their deputies at 
Marche en Famine, a city in Luxemburg; and 
after many obftru6tions and difficulties, con- 
cluded a treaty with them, which they fondly 
Wireh i^ termed the perpetual edid. 
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In this treaty he engaged, that all the fo- * ^^^ ^^ 
reign troops in the fcrviee of Spain Ihould w ^ y ^. ^ 
leave the Netherlands, and never return thither *^^' 
without the confcnt of the States; that the 
Spaniards and Italians ftiould depart within the 
Ipacc of forty jdays, and the Germans, immc* 
diately after receiving fatisfaftion with regard 
to their arrears; and that all the cities and 
forts poffeffed by thefe troops fhould, as foon 
as they were relinquifhed, be delivered to the 
States^ together with the ftores of ammunition^ 
arms, and provifions. He ratified the pacifi- 
cation of Ghent. He confentcd that all pri- 
foners detained on account of the late difturb- 
anccs, fhould immediately be fct at liberty, ex* 
cept the count of Buren*. And he» promifcd 
that diligent inquiry fhould be made, concern- 
ing the outrages lately committted by the 
troops ; that juftice fhould be executed againft: 
the guilty, and a reafonable compenfation made 
to the fuffercrs, either in the Netherlands, or 
in Spain, according as the king fhoidd be 
pleafed to determine. 

The States, on the other hand, engaged 
to preferve inviolable their allegiance to tht. 
king ; to maintain the proftflion of the Romaii 
Catholic faith throughout all the provinces ; to 

* Son of the prince of Orange. ' 

receive 
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receive Don John as governor general of the 
Netherlands; and immediately to furnifti him 
«577- with fix hundred thoufand florins, for the pay* . 
xnent of the Italian and Spanifh troops, in or^ 
der to prevail on them the more eafily to depart 
for Spain or Italy. 

The States -^^ ^^^^ ^ ^^^ treaty was concluded^ am* 
**fofc"^^ baflador§ were difpatchcd by the catholic States^ 
twicur. who alone were concerned in it, to the prince 
of Orange and the States of Holland and 
Zealand, to defire their concurrence. It might 
eafily have been forefeen, that this application 
could not be attended with fuccefs. For al- 
though the maritime provinces had confentedi 
in the pacification of Ghent, to fubmit the 
quefl:ion of religion to the dccifion of a general 
sdTembly, to be held after the departure of the 
Spaniards ; yet in thac aflfembly they knew that 
they would have leifure to employ all their in- 
fluence in behalf of their religion, and to oflfcr 
fuch reafons againft profcribing iti as they hop- 
ed would 'prove a fufficient counterpoifc to the 
religious zeal of the popifh States* Without 
this expedtation it can hardly be fuppofed that 
proteftants, whofe firicerity in their profeOion 
was fo unquefl:ionable, would ever have agreed 
JO leave to others the determination of a matter 
in which they were fo deeply interefliedj and 
therefore it is not furprifing, that they declined 

acceding 
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acceding to the treaty now prcfcntcd to them, 
in which this impcwrtant point had, without 
obtaining their confcnt, been fo haftily dc- '^^^' 
cicjed. But left they lhoul4 alarm the bigotry 
of the catholic provinces, they took no notice, 
in thisir anfwer, of this, which was their prin- 
cipal objeftion. They began with faying, that 
they could not enough praife that generous zeal 
which the States had difplayed, in delivering 
their country from the tyranny of the Spani- 
ards 5 and . they rejoiced to find that they ftill 
perfifted in their rcfolution of adhering to the 
pacification of Ghent. But , after confidcring 
attentively the treaty which had been tranlinit- 
ted to them, they were forry to obferve, that 
it was extremely ill calculated to anfwer thq ^ 
laudable intentions of the States* For befides 
fevcral other objeftions of great weight, ther« 
was no proper provifipn made, in thi^are^fy, 
for the regular calling of aflcmblies; in a con- 
vention, held on purpofe to rcftore and fccurc 
their rights, an open infraftioa of them was ra-t 
tifi^d, by their confenting to the upjuft deten* 
tion of the count of Buren ; the States had 
failed in the rcfpeil and gratitude which they 
owed to the queen of England and the 4uke,of 
Anjou i ^nd certain articles of the treaty wpri? 
derogatory to the honour of the Netherlands i 
particularly that article, by which, infte^d of 
inJjding uppn a reftitution of ihofc invaluably 
.., ^ SI cffeftsi 
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^ xiv ^ ^ff^^s, of which the Spaniards had plundered 
u---sr^ the inhabitants, they had promifed money to 
*^^^" thofe men, notTvithftanding their having been 
fokmnly declared traitors and rebels by the 
States themfelves, and by the council of 
State, when clothed with the authority of the 
King. 

Depvtme The Catholics could not but be fenfiblc of 
Sli**^"' the ftrength of thefc objcftions. Their impa- 
2J^^ tience to be delivered from the Spanilh troops, 
and their eager defire of peace, had betrayed 
them into that precipitation of which they had 
been guilty. They could not Jivail themfelves 
now of the fuperior penetration of the prince 
of Orange. The treaty was already concluded, 
and nothing remained for them, but to watch 
the governor's motions which an attentive eye, 
till the troops were removed to.fuch a diftance, 
that they cculd not cafily be recalled, Don 
John was at great pains to diipel their fufpi- 
cions. For that purpofe he employed all his 
influence to perfuade the Spaniards to depart; 
and he at length prevailed, though not till he 
had diftributed among them the money which 
he had received from the States. This brave, 
but ferocious and favage band^ then fet out 
upon their march for Italy, like an army in 
triumph i loaded with the fpoils of their fellow- 
fubjcdb, and without ' compundlion for the 
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nipacity and violence wHich they had exeN ^ ^^^ ^ 

cifed"* u.-y - ->j 

Ii7^ 

TiiEiR departure dlfilifed umvcrfal joV Don John's 
throughout the Netherlands, and the pieoplc in- the gowop 
dulgcd the flattering hope, that the king hav- 
ing been at laft touched with their calamiticsi 
had refolved to tr^at them with greater lenity 
and moderati()n than they had experienced fince 
the beginning of his reign. Their fatisfaftion 
wias heightened by the popular charafter of the 
governor, who ivas in the prime of life ; ele- 
gant ahd grateful in his perfon kiid deport-* 
mentj lively, facetious, and affable, and who 
gained exceedingly from the comparifon which 
men naturally formed of his infmuating man- 
ners, with the refcrve and auflerity of the 
king. He was received In Bruffcls with fuch 
marks of relpcft as had never been fhewn t6 
ahy former governor; and perfons of all ranks 
flattered themfelves with the proipe6t of a juft 
and mild adminiiftratiom 

Theit did not long enjoy this fbothing pro- hu impoJi. 
fpeft* Although Philip himfclf had ratified ^ '^^!^'' 
the perpetual edift, and Don John had, before 
his admiffion to the regency, fworn in the mod 
folemn manner to obferve it, it foon appeared. 

• Thttaatis, lib. lajv. fefi. n* 
Voi.IL P that 
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* $iv ^ ^^^^ nothing was farther from die intei^ons of 
^ - V -J cither. The limitations which that cdift hn- 
^'^'^' * pofcd upon the fovercign's authorityy were ut-* 
tcrly repugnant to Philip's tempery as wdi as 
to the plan which he had formed^r the govern- 
ment of the Netherlands j nor wotdd he ever 
have empowered his brother to make io many 
cohceflions to the States, as the perpetual edift, 
or pacification of Ghent, contained,- but in or- 
der more efFcftually to ftrip them- afterwards of 
th.>t very power which he now confented they 
fhould enjoy. But Don John was^^ from his 
jiatural impctuofity, incapable of executing this 
^hertte, which required a' much higher degree 
of circum^cftion arid experience^ as well as 
patiente and diffimuktion, thaa he pof&flcd. 
His cotirt was perpetually filled with Spaniards, 
ifnd other foreigners, who had rendered thenv- 
felves obnoxious to die natives; nor were any 
of the Flemings admitted into his confidence, 
but futh as had* Ihcwn themfelves' devoted to 
tjhc Sp^nifh intcrcftj while thofe who'haddif- 
covered an- attachment to the Bbtrty of theif 
country, were kept at a diftaiure, and treated 
with indifierenee of contempt. - This circum- 
" ftance contributed not a little to revive that 
jeaioufy of his defigiis, whith he had' been fo 
folkifious^ to allay. But die States- were ftill' 
moi5fe farmed,' when he made tfierii thcfoUow- 
ii^ propofak: dmt dif^y fhould. AOt^ any longer 

' with- 



Digitized by VjOOQLC 



, vhMyp IL kiNG Ot SPAm. %i\ 

Withhold from him the authority which his pre- ^ ^^ ^ 
deceflbrs had enjoyed, but allow him to aft as < ■■ - y '-J 
fcaptain-generali as well as governor of' the ^^^^' 
provinces: that they Ihould empower him, 
■without waiting^' for the determination of the 
(general aflcmbly of the States, to execiite the 
two artifcles of the late treaty, which related to 
die obedience due to the king, and the re-^fta- 
blifhment of the Catholic religion j and that; 
if the prince of Orange Wbiild not immediately 
agree to accede to the jjerpetual edidt, the 
Statfes fliould break off all correlpondencc with 
himj and reduce him ahd the maritime pro- 
vinces to obedience, \fy force of arms. With' i 
thcfe propofals the States' rcfufed to complyi 
but cxprefled their rcfufal in the fofteft terms j \ 
isuid without taking notice of his dem^ndj tb* \ 
be allowed to aft as captain-general, they re-' 
prefented to him that, by the pacification^ of 
Ghent, both he arid they were bound td wait 
for the meeting of the general aflcmbly of thif 
States; to whofe dccifion the prince of Orange^ 
and the States, of Holland and Zealand, had 
engaged to fubmit* . i 

Doi^ John perceiving that he ^is Hot likely 
to perfuadc them, grew more impatient than 
ever under his prefent reftraints, and refolved 
now to employ either force or fraud, as oppor- 
tunities Ihould offer. The States could not ^ , ^ 
P % thoroughly city. "^ * 
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thoroughly penetrate his dcfign, but tfacy per- 
ceived how much he was diflatisficd with his 
fituation, and what difficulty they would find 
to obtain the performance of his engagements 
in the perpetual edift. This fcrvcd to render 
them mpre than ever (blicitous for the de- 
parture of the German troops, which, it had 
been agreed^ fhould remain in the Netherlands, 
till they received payment of their arrears. 
Thefc arrears amounted to a very great fum, 
which the States were utterly unable to raife at 
the prcfent jup6ture. But, having raifed a part 
of it, they made an offer of that to the Germans, 
and dcfired they would accept of goods and fc- 
curity for the reft. In order to make a further 
trial of Don John's fincerity, they entreated 
him to employ his influence, to procure their 
confcnt. Don John readily agreed to this re- 
iqucft i and declared that, if the Germans (hould 
refufe to comply, he would, at the hazard of 
his life, compel them. Having fummoned 
their commanders to meet him at Mechlin, he 
tvent thither, as if on purpofe to perfuadc 
them 5 but in reaCty, to inflame therr mind^ 
againft the States, and to exhort them to re- 
main in the Netherlands, in the fervicc of the 
king. Having had the fuccefs which he dcfired 
widi fome of the principal officers, and judg- 
ing it necelTary now to redouble his hypdcrify 
widi the States, he wrote to them, lamenting 

• 'that 
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Itliat a much greater fum vjras ncccflary to fatisfy ^ ^^^ * 
the German troops, than could be procured in v,r-.y^ \ - j 
the Low Countries i zxxd offerjiag to fend his '^^^' 
fccretary Efcovedo to reprcfcnt their fituation 
to the king. This artifice was not altogether 
without effcft. The States could not believe 
that Don John was capable of fo great deceit, 
as he was now praftifing againft theitj. They 
agreed to his propofal, and, a$ an expfelJioQ 
of their gratitude, they fettled a penfioo of two , 
thoufand ducajs on Efcovedo, who fet out im- 
mediately for Spabi but with a defign' ex- 
tremely different from thajt which w^s pre- 
tended. 

Doy John in the mean time carried on his Hefdzesoa 
i^frigues with the German officers, and hoped Jfiunw^^ ^ 
fpon, by their -means, to get poflcffion of the 
fortified towns in which they lay. But before 
any of the plans which he had formed with this 
view were put in execution, he judged it ncccf- 
6ry to withdraw from Bruflcls, and, if poffi- 
ble, to make himfelf matter of fome place of 
ftrength near the frontier, where he might re- 
rpam in fafety till he ftiould find himfelf in a 
condition to take the field. Of all the frontier 
towns, Namur appeared the fitteft for his pur- 
pofej being conveniently fituated for the rc^ 
qeption of the troops, to which he expefted 
tjic king would foon give orders tn return from 
P3 Italy. 



Digitized by 



Google 



book: 

XIV. 



»577- 



4i4 HISTORY OF THE REICJN OF 

Italy. It happened that Margaret . dc Valois^ 
queen of Nayarre, intended at this time to pafs 
through Namur in her way to Spa. On pre- 
tence of paying bis refpcfts to Margaret, he 
left Bruflcls, and arrived in Namur, with ^ 
great number of the nobility and othprs, who 
were favouhible to his defign. But as the go- 
vernor of the caftle was a perfon of ftridt fide- 
lity, Don John was obliged, in order to ac- 
complifli his aim, to hive recourfc to the fol- 
lowing ftratagem. Feigning to fet out in the 
morning for the chace, he took his way by the; 
caftle; where having ftopt, and inquired fof 
the gQvernpr, he pretended a curiofity to fee 
the fortifications of the place. The governor, 
flattered with thisr vifit, and fufpefting nothing 
hoftile from men who feemed equipped only 
for hunting, readily admitted, not only Don 
John himfcif, but his attendants ; fome of whom 
having arms concealed under their apparel, 
July 24. immediately fcized upon the gate \ 

John having thus fecured poiTeffion of the 
caftle, the town was, by the afliftance of coqnt 
Barlaimont, governor of the province, foon 
fubjeftcd to his authority. He obferved with 
. triymph, that the day' on which this event hap- 
pened, was the firft day of hi& regency, It 

n Bcntivoglio, lib^ x. p. igz. 195* Mctercn, p. |«J. 
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might with greater propriety have been feid, ^ Sf? '^ 
that it was the firit of thofe calamities which Ui— ^-'.-J 
purfucd him to the ^rare. '^^^^ 

AFTEk (bch an open violation of his faith, 
there could be little room for any future nego- 
ciation with the States. Yet, in a letter which 
he wrote to them on this occafion, he regretted 
that the plots which liad been laid to deprive 
him of his life or liberty, had obliged him to 
have recourfe to fe hoftjle an expedient, and 
he affirmed, that he was ftifl ready to obfervc 
die conditions of the perpctu^ ediftj bur dcr- 
claredi that he would not quit his prefent fitua-^ 
tion, till they fliould make provifion for the fe- 
furity of his perfon againft the machinations 
of his cnemie;s. 

The States and council were greatly aftonifli- The afto. 
ed, when they received intelligence of this pl^^^^,,"^ 
event. They had wifhed for nothing fo much 
as to preferve the provinces from being plung- 
ed afrefti into the calamities of war. They 
confidcted that foip^ of the principal cities in 
Brabant were in (the hands of the Germans. 
^\\€y knew not what part thcfe troops might 
^:cy if hoftilitie^ with the governor IhouW take 
place J and they could not imagine that he 
would have ventured ai fo manifcll a breach 
%f the perpetual cdid, without the pro^^eft of 
f ^ fpmc 
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fame powerful fapport. They imflacdiatcly 
difpatched ambaiTadors to remonftrate with 
him on the nature and coniequences of his 
conduft, and to requeft him to return to Bruf- 
fejs. They pfomife^ to mjikc thp mo|t fcrious 
inquiry into the machinations of which he com- 
plained, dpfir^d that he >yould name the pcr- 
fpns guilty, ^d ^ured him, that nothing 
fl^ould be wanting on their part tp provide, in 
the moft fadsfadory mfn^er, fqt ^he fecurit; 
of his perfon.. 

Of the reality pfthefp machir^tions he cpuld 
produce no other evidence, but foipc anony- 
mous letters, which, he faid, had been tranf- 
ipitted to him.^ But as no perfon was named 
in thefe letters, and the authors of them were 
utterly unknown, all men believed them to be 
a forgery of his own, or of his courtiers, dc- 
figncd to fcrve as a pretext for his pr^fent 
treachery. 

Thb anfwer which he made to the States 
ijiewcd clearly, that, in the fteps which he had 
taken, he had been influenced by a motive very, 
different from that which he pretended— Tliat 
the States Ihould put him in full poflcflion ol 
^he authority, which the preceding governors 
had fxprcifedj that they fhould give him the 
fntire co.n»man4 of the armys break pff all 

communi: 
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i^mniunication with the prince of Orange> and "^ 00 k 
the provmces of Holland and Zealand^p and i_ ^ '_t 
compel them to accede to the peippetual edidfc ; '^^* 
theie ivere feme of the conditions^ to which if 
they did not agree^ he acquabted them, that 
he was unalterably determined not to return. 
The States rcprclfented the inconfiftency be- 
tween the former of thefe demands^ an4 the 
perpetual edifts and re^iinded him of the ut- 
ter impoffibility^ under which they found them- 
felvcs, of complying with the latter, without 
violating their faith, which, in the pacification 
of Ghent, they had pledged to the maritime \ 

provinces. He ftiU perfiftcd in his Vefoli|tion 1 
and the States were equally inflexible* 

They were confirmed in their purpofc, by Wft^wryof 
Ibme letters writ by Don John and Efcovcdo 
to the king, and Antonio Perez, his iecretary, 
which were intercepted in Gafcony by the Icjng 
of Navarre, and fent by hiin to the prince of 
Orange, who tranfmitted them to the States^ 
In thele letters, the ncceffity of the fpeedy re- 
turn of the Italian and Spai^ifh troops was wrg* 
cd with the utmoft eameffcnefs and importunity. 
The difeafes of the Netherlands, faid Don John, 
admit of no other cure, but lopping off the 
parts afFcftcd: and, to the fame purpofe, Ef- 
covedo oblerved. That fire, and the fhedding 
of bipod, were the only means by which the ^ 

difordcrs 
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BOOK /di&rdcrs tiat prcVvlcd couW be remedied 
I-^-v-Lj For no manh^rcj: fwdhc, whether amoi^thc 
f577* nobiluy or people, perfQrm« the dirty that he 
owes either to God or the kuag. Opinions the 
mo^ abominable uniycr/ally prevail j and every 
man lives as he Ufts, with9ut^ law or rule. To 
which he^dded. That jf the king did not fend 
the neceflary troops and mo^iey foon, he waj 
afraid that Don John, who could not endure 
jiis prefcnt fituation, would quit the Ncther-« 
lands, and try his fortune elfcwhere. 

The State* While thefc kttcrs fervcd to alienate thft. 
fc^Sf"^* Flemings more than ever from Don John, they 
MTeffiaL raifed tp the ^eaiefl: height their admiration <rf 
the penetration and fagacity of the prince of 
Qrange^ who had giveij them parly wjirning of 
the governor's duplicity, and whofe predidtions 
were now fo remarkably fulfilled. They enter- 
ed with greater ardof than ever into his views, 
and in conformity with his advice, they rcfolv- 
ed to lofe no more rime in ne^ociating, but 
l^ithout delay to put the provinces into a pof- 
pjrc of def{:nce, before the return of the Spa- 
nifli forces. Whilft their levies, and other mi^ 
liury preparations, were going on, they labour- 
pd wkh great folicitude to perfuade the Gcr- 
inaQs to. deliver up the towns in their po&fiion. 
Their fqccefp was in fome meafum retarded by. 
(he governoir's intri^es witiithcjoiEcers^ but 

the 
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tfieStatcs, having at this time greater facili7 9 ^ \ 
than Don John, in employing cither money or v ..-^^>^ 
force, according as the one gr the other was '^^^' 
jnoft likely to prove eflfedual, had greater in- 
fluence with the foldicrsi who not only refufed 
%o liften to their officers, but put fome of them 
pnder arreft, and gave thgm up to the States, 
together wifh the towns and citadels. In this 

* jpanner the? States recovered Bergen-op-zoom, 
Tolen, Breda, Bois-le-duc, and feveral other 
places ; and they had the good fortune likewife 
to defeat a body of Germans, in the governor's 

, intereft, who were upon their march to furprife 
the citadel of Antwerp. After which, prompt-r 
cd partly by the apprehenfions which this at- 
tempt, though unfucccfsful, had excited, and 
partly by the femembrancc of the many calami- 
ties which the citadels, in other places as wel| 
as Antwerp, had occafioritd to the inhajbitants, 
they refolved to dcmolifh thcfe fortrefles j and 
gave order3 fpr this purpofc, which were exe- 
cuted by the people with inexpr?fliblc ala- 
crity % 

Don John, in the mean time, endeavourc4 
to make, jlimfelf mafter of fome ^places in the 
peighbpiirhood of Namur ; and he fuccecdcd in 
hi$ attempts upon Marienby^g and pharlemoQt* 

f McteitD. p. 187. BenUtroglio, torn. 11, p. 212« 

f Bu^ 
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• $,y *^ But, being forfakcn by the duke of Arfchot, 
t m *,^ w and almoft all the other nobility who had at- 
^^^^' tended Mm to Namur; and perceiving that the 
States were much ferther advanced than him^ 
fclf in their military preparations, he fent them 
word that he had folicitcd the king for liberty to 
leave the Netherlands 5 and would inimediate- 
ly retire to Luxemburg, to wait the iflue of 
his application, provided the States would agree 
to d^tHA from hoftilides till the king's inftruc- 
fions fliQujid ^ve. But the States, fuipeft- 
ing from their former experience that he in- 
tended nothing by this propofal but to render 
them more remifi in their preparations, repliedi 
l^at before they could lillen to any terms of ac« 
comojoflarion^ he mull deliver up the city and 
caftle of Namur. To this Don John refufed to 
confenti ai)d thus the negociation was broken 
off, and all hopejs of terminating the difput^ 
arjiicably were c:sftinguilhed'. 

Thesiittt The States, conlidering war now as unayoid- 
wiiSof ,able, refolved to invite the prince of Orange 



SSSt* to rcfide at Bruffebj and accordingly five of 

*^*'^ their fluiftbcr were appointed to carry him an 

invitadon, couched in tero^s fo Mattering arid 

refpedlful, and fo exprcflivc ^t the fame time of 

{heir gratitude for his former fervices, that it 

r^ impoflible he could helitate to copiply 

f liciitmglio^ fjSt 
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with their rcqueft. ' Having obtained the con- • ^, ^ 
l^iltaf the States of Holland and Zealand^ he u '^ r ^u 
wenrfiirft to Breda, and thence to Antwerp and *^^^* 
Bruilels. His reception in the places through 
which he paflcd, was fuch as might be expeft- 
ed from a people, by whom he was held in the 
highcft rclpeft and veneration. Ardent to be- 
hold him, after an abfcnce of fcvcral years, 
during which he had undergone fo many la- 
bours, and been expofed to fb many dangers in 
their fcrvice, they poured out in multitudes, to 
the diftance of fcveral miles, to meet him* 
In his paflage from Antwerp to Bruflels, onenunc^*^ 
fide of the canal was lined by the inhabitants ^^^ 
of the former of thefe places, and the other, by 
thofe of the latter ; while the banks refounded 
with the joyful fhouts of a grateful people, who 
faluted him wit^ the glorious appellations of 
the Father of his Country, and the Guardian of 
its liberty aod laws. Nor were thefe demon-> 
ftrations of joy, confined to the vulgar, who arc 
always fincere, but often precipitate and incon- 
(iant in their applaufesj perfbns of all ranks 
vied with' each other in teftifying their re^ft 
and gratitude ; and immediately after his arri- 
val, the States of Brabant and the States-gene- 
ral concurred in elcdHng him governor of the 

province of Brabant^ j a dignity which had been 

» 

4 Vide HiSt, Metalli^uc, fpm. i. p. sj;>. 
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hitherto "beftowed only ori the viceroys, or gd- 
Verrlors-gcneral, of the Ncthcrfarids^ 



Theproiriif. By his wifdoiTi and moderadoflj as wdl as 
^onofthi by his vigilance and induftry^ WiUiatri fiilfilled 
u^^'"" the moft fanguine expc6iations 6( his country- 
men. But, notwithftanding his addrcfs and 
prudence, and fkill in managing the niinds of 
men j qualifications which he pofftfftd iii the 
moft eminent degree ^ he Could not prcfcrve 
tliat unanimity among the FIcmiA^s^^ which it 
was of fo much cohfequencc' for them, in the 
preferit junfturci to maintaih* At no period 
had they enjoyed- fo fair a prblpeft of feciiring 
theif liberty on a firm and permanerit' founda- 
tion. Befides the advantage of having a perfon 
6f fo great experience and abilities to guide 
their counfels, the Spanifli troops were entirely 
tvithdrawn; the' king^s finances were grcatlj^ 
exhaufted l^ifh the wars in which Jic had been 
continually engaged; almoft all flie fortified 
places ' were in the hands of the States s and the 
people were animated univerfally with the moft 
tiolent abhorrence of the Spanifli government; 
But the States were prevented from ^ improving 
the opportunity which this fortunate concur- 
rence of circum'ftanccs aflPorded them, by a 
fpirit of divifion ind animofity^ which Iprudg' 
lipi partly from the jealoiifits of tht'rfobility^ 
■ and 
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iLftd paittjr from the intemperate refigioui zcai! "^ ^^ *^ 
and bigotry of the people. i -, J ;,j 

PniLfp dc Groy duke bf AffcTicfti the tnw- Soarc«of 
qnis of Htvree his brothefi the count de Li- l^o^^ 
lain, and fcvend others of the c^oKc nobAitf} 
had, finee the death of Rcquefens, diftihgti^fHi 
ed themfelves as ftrehuous aflcrters of the li- 
berties of their country. They^had proniWcf 
with aH their-' infkicnce the pacification o^ 
Ghent, and had concurred with their country-* 
men in the invitation given to the prince of 
Orange «o refidc ar BruflHs. But When they : 
refleded ^iipon the extraordinary marks of at--^ 
tachment wHich William had received,^ aiid' Ta^ • ' 

him vcfted with an ai/thoHty and dtgiiity i# -^ 
Brabant, which, only the fovereign or his rice^^ 
roys had hitherto enjoyed; above all, whcrf 
they contemplated his great abilities and expc- 
ncnce in the cotidudt of affairs; they forefkW 
that they mtift conteftt themfelves with afting i 
fubordihate part^in the government, and that / 
die States : would; in every branch of admini- 
ftratibni be directed by the prince' of Oraingey 
whomuft th€«-efore reap the glory of Whatever 
fliouki be -archie v'cd, and, without the name o^ 
foycneign^ ciitmSi a fepreme aad ibrereign au- 
thority.. Stung- with envy, arid 'dcfirous to 'c6n- 
ceal the-niDrirreiof their coiidt^, they began Cor^ 
^£t dii i^tremei awkty acl t&t danger Jso which 
! 4r the 
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» 5,^ ^ A^ cidioUc fiuth WIS cxpofedi by Ac States re- 
(u-i^-i pofing fuch unre&rve^ tonfidehce in one who 
«I77- ^3g aij avowed friend of the new religion. On 
dus pretence, which never received any colour 
from the prince's condud, they formed them* 
ftlves into a confederacy^ with a defign to coun- 
teraft him. And in order to give their party 
confiftency, weight, and influence, they rcfolv- 
td to inidte the archduke Matthias, brother of 
the emperor, to take upon him the government 
of the provinces. 

TberiB. This feiblutlon they not only formed, buti 
S^imiB- executed, ^thout the knowledge or authority 
of the States, and they difpatched a meflen- 
gcr to Matthias with the grcateft fccrccyj 
to intreat him to leave Vienna withouc^ de- 
lay. 

NothinO could exceed the temerity of thofc 
who gave this inviution, byt the imprudence 
of Matthias in accepting it. For, befides that 
he was called only by the Icaft powerfid of the 
two parties into which the Flemings were divid- 
ed, he could not be ignorant how injurious and 
affronting his conduct muft be thought by his 
kinfman the king of Spain. It is fome allevia- 
tion of his folly, that he was only twenty-two 
years of age ; and that, corifidcring the nume- 
rous progeny which his father left behind him, 

Chcrc 



Digitized by 



Google 



PHILIP Hi KINO OF SPAIN. 215 

there was little probability of his obtaining any ® 00 k 

fcttlement in Germany, fliitable to his rank^ u-^.*-^ 

At the time of the death of Requefens^ he had '^^' 

made an ofFcr of his fcrvicc to the Stateis, and 

he accepted grecdiljr of the prcfcnt invitation. 

His ehterprife being, of fuch a nature that he 

durft not difcover it to the emperor, he fet out 

from Vienna in the middle of the nighti with 

a fmall number of attendants^ No fboner was 

his brother apprifed of his defign, than mef&n*- 

gers were dilpatched to bring him back, and 

letters fent to the princes whofc States he muft 

pafs through, intreating them to Aop him j but 

Matthias travelled fafter than the meflcngers, 

and, in a few days, reached the town of Lietrcs »• arrirai. 

in Brabant^ 

^H£ States> aftonifhed at tke ng^s of his Neitad. 
arrival, and highly incenfed againft thofe who ^morSy'" 
had invited him, complained loudly of the in- ****^**^«» 
fult offered to their authonQr j ahd would have 
inftantly fof med the rcfolution of rejecting him, 
had they not'becii dilfuaded ^om it by the 
prince of Orange. William forclaw the ad- 
vantages which might arife from that rivalflnp, 
into which Matthias had entered with his kinf-^ 
man Don John, arid froni the feeds of enmity 
which were thereby fown between the German 
and Spanifti branched of the hoiife of Auftria. 
' He reckoned it rather forCuiiaCe, that - Don 

VoL.U Q^ John 
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* XIV ^ John had received fo unpardonable an offence' 

JU"^-^ from the Catholic nobility; and he confidercd 

'^^' how fatal to the general intereft of the provinces 

all di^ifion muft heceflarily prove, in the prefent 

critical conjunfturc of their affairs. 

Influenced by thefe confiderations, he ex- 
horted the States to overlook the injurious treat- 
ment which they had received, and perfuaded 
them to agree, not only to receive Matthias with 
all the refpeft due to his high rank, but even to 
clefl; him governor, on fuch conditions as they 
Ihould judge proper to require. This conduft, 
the moft prudent that could have been adopted 
' in th^ prefent circumftances, furnifhed no fort 
of triumph to the duke d'Arfchot, and the 
other Catholic nobility. On the contra^ry, it 
mortified them exceedingly, to obferve that 
Matthias owed his eleftion not to them, but to 
the prince of Orange ; whofe authority, which 
they intended to have controlled, was now con- 
* fiderably augmented, and more firmly eftablillied 
than before. 

Mortifica. ' SooN after this, they feceived a ftiU more 
nobuity. ^ fcnfible riiortification. The dyke d'Arfchot 
having lately been appointed governor of Flan- 
ders, had gone to the city of Ghent, to take 
poiTeflion of his government. Not long after 
liis arrival, a deputation of the inhabitants hav-^ 

ing 
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ing urged him with much importunity to trein- 
ftatc them in their ancient privileges, of which 
they had been deprived, in the time of Charles V. *^^ 
he was heard to declare, that that feditious mulr 
titude, which made ib much noije about their 
privileges, fhoiild ere long be punilhed as t(iejr 
deferved* notwithftandbg their being fupported 
by the prince of Orange, , This faying being 
repeated by feme who heard it, and circulated 
ajl over: the city, inflamed the mind^ofrthe 
-people with rage and indignation. They ran to 
arms, furrounded the governor's houfei and 
threw him^ and his friends and attendants, into 
prifon* The prince of Orange, dreading the 
4:onfequences of fo violent a procedure, and be- 
lieving the duke to be mow fufficiently humbled, 
interceded with the Ghcntcfe, And procured his 
liberty ; . but no foiicitatioos could induce chem 
to reieaie his adherents. In this manner was 
the duke d'Arfchot^s importanoe in the Nether- 
lands almoft annihilated* Matthias perceiving 
this, law it to be his intereft to connedt himfrlf 
nvith the party of which the prince of Grange 
was the head j and readily accepted the govern- 
ment, with a condition to which the States re- 
quired his confcnt, that the prince Ihould be 
his lieutenant-general in all the branches of ad- 
jniniftration. 

QjL Matthias 
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Matthias made his jayful entry mto Bruf^ 
(els in the beginning of the year one thouiand 
'*^«- five hundred and fcventy-cight, when both he 
and the prince of Orange were admitted to their 
refpedive offices^ after taking an oath to marn*- 
tain the laws> and to regulate their conduA ac- 
cording to the indni&ions which fhould be given 
them by the States'. 

Application Don John fent an ambaflador to proteft in 
toPhiUp. * his name againft theie proceedings. But the 
States had fome weeks before this time declared 
him an enemy to the Netherlands^ and paid 
no regard to his proteftation. As they were 
perfuadedy however^ that they had done no- 
thing but what was authorifed by the funda- 
mental laws of the conftitution, they wrote aa 
account of their proceedings to the king^ de- 
claring that they ftill held their allegiance to 
him inviolable; and praying, that he would 
confirm their eleftion of his kinfman Matthias, 
as the moft likely means of reftoring tranquillity 
10 the provinces. They had very little rcafon 
to cjqpcQt that Philip would Men to this re* 
queft. He looked upon their conduft in a light 
extremely different from that in which they 
thcmfclves regarded it; and <5onfidered their 
preemption . in rcjedting the governor whom 

! Meteren, p. 196. iqt. 

he 
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he had appointed, and ftill more that of nonii* 
nating another without his confentj' as an adb of 
the moft audacious rebellion. The States were '^^ 
too well acquainted with his charaAer, not to 
entertain foaie apprchcnfions that fuch might be 
his fcntimentsi and therefore, while they omitted 
nothing in their power to afluage his refentment^ 
they endeavoured to iecure themfelves againft 
the efieds of it, by interefting the neighbouring 
powers in their behalf, and by eftablifhing una* 
nimity between the religious parries into which 
the provinces were divided. 

In order to accompliih this laft and moft 
important objeft, a new treaty of union was 
concluded, in which, befides confirming the 
pacification of Ghent, the Catholics and Pro* 
teftants promifed mutually to fupport each 
other; and engaged, that they would join to* 
gecher in oppofing all perfecution on account 
of religion, from whatever qmrter it fhould 
come'. 



The neighbourmg powers wire not uncon- The 
cemed fpeftators of thcfe tranfaftions. The "** 
emperor* faw with muc^ anxiety, that thofe 
flames which had burnt {o long in the Nether-- 
lands, were now likely to burft out with greater 

' Meteren^ p* 197- ^ . * Rodoiph 11. 
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violence than ever. But having been educated 
ftt the court of Madrid under Philip, with whom 
•*^^' he wilhed to live on amicable terms, he had 
ihcwn himfelf exceedingly difplcafcd with the 
$:ondu£t of Matthias j had given Philip entire 
fatis&dfcion with regard to his own intentions; 
^d had refolved to take no other part in the 
diffenfions of the Netherlands, but that of cm- 
ploying his interceffion and adviciC. He did not 
however oppofe the levies which the count Pa- 
latine was making for the fervice of the States, 
cither becaufc he Hftew riiat his prohibition 
would not have been regarded, or becaufc he 
defired to preferve a ftricl neutrality between the 
contendiiig parties. 

Henry ra. . Henry JII. of France was too muchoccu- 

©f France. •j»i» !•• t !•/• 

pied in his own dominions, to have leiiure to 
enter deeply into the affairs of the Netherlands. 
For many ages, France had feen no king, of 
whofe reign the people entertained mott fen- 
guinc expcftations. Having, in his . early 
youth, been appointed ccJmmander in chief by 
bis brother Charles, he had given fignal proof 
of uncommon abilities. The French had flat- 
tered themfelvcs with the hopes of fencing their 
kingdom rcftored by him to its » ancient Ipkn- 
dor ; his fame was univcrfally difFufed, and the 
Poliih nobility had, with general applaufe, con- 
fcrred upon hiih their eledive crown* But 

when. 
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when, upon his broth^er^s <kathj he left Poland, ? ^^^ ^ 
and fucceedcd to the crown of Franec, it is in- ^^ v ^-^ 
conceivable how great a change he feenaed to *^^** 
have undergone. Irrefolute, inconftant, indo- 
lent, and voluptuous, with a ipixturc of the 
moft ridiculous fuperftition, he loft the confir 
dencc of the Catholics as well as Proteftants, 
whom he favoured and betrayed by turns. The 
unftcady and unflcilful hand, with which he held 
the reins of government, added daily ijew force 
to the virulence of faftibn^ till every member of 
the ftate, and almoft every individual ii) the 
kingdom, was infefted. The Quecn-mpthcir 
employed aU her art and influence tO;fuppoit 
hig authority, but could not reftrain her younger The statct 
fon, the duke of Alenjon, now duke of Anjou, ^^^4^/^^^^^^ 
from putting himfelf at the head, fometimes of of Anjou. 
one party, and fometimes of another, in oppo- 
fition to the king. To this prince, who w^s 
now the prefumptive heir of the crown, the 
Flemings ad^f fled thcmfclvcs, after having in 
vain applied to the king himfelf for protedipn. 
Anjflw liftencd with much pleafure to their ap- 
plication j and having conceived, hope^ of.ob- * 
taining the foyej-eignty of the proviaces, he 
made them the moft flattering pfomifes of af- 
fiftance. Henry, far from oppofing the duke's 
defigns, confidered his leaving prince :a5 t^c 
moft fortunatse event that could Jjapp^li ; Since 
he would be thereby delivered from, n great 
Qji- number 
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^ XIV ^ ^^^^^ ^^ rcftlcfs intriguing Tpirits, by whoni 
w-ivii^»i the tranquillity of his kingdom had been dif- 
'^^*' turbed. But as he dedined on this occafion to 
aflGft his brodicr in levying forces, partly from 
inability, and partly from the dread of embroil- 
ing himfelf with Philip, Anjpu was not in a con- 
dition, till fome time after the prefent period, t^ 
fulfil his eng^emcnts. ' 

Theyftj. The Flemings mean-while received the rnoft 

a^iram' feafonablc afliftance from the queen of Eng- 

^^^^^, land, iDon John had, fome months before, 

endeavoured 'to prepofleft Elizabeth in bis 

Favour; by reprcfenting, that the difturbances 

in the Netherlands were entirely owing to the 

prince of Orange, and his adherents, who had 

broken the pat:riicati6n of Ghent, arid by their 

intrigues prfevailcd upon the States to violate 

the perpetual edid. Elizabeth pretended to 

give credit to this reprefentation,' and ordered 

her ambaffador to rfcproach die States with 

their infidelity^ and even to threaten them 

with her refentment, in calc they Ihould rc- 

fufc to adhere to their engagements. ' Thus 

hr this artful princefs went, in order to pcr- 

foadc Philip, that fhe feridiifly defircd his fub- 

je£ts in xhi Netherlands to maintain their allc- 

|;iance. But in reality Ihe wiflied for nothing 

lefs. In a political light (that light' in which 

the conduft- of Elizabeth bught ahnoff always 

' ' ^ 13 to 
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to be confidcred) nothing ccMild be more de^ ^ ^^ ^ 

firable to her, than that., the troubles of the W'-v '" -^ 
Low Countries fhould continue s and, if either *^^*" 
ef the two contending patties fhould finally 
prevail, that viftory fhould fell rather on the 
fide of the people, than of die king. But 
when fhe confidered the inequality of the dif- 
putc between him and the Flemings, fhe dread- 
pd that the latter, if left to themfelves, muft 
foon be compelled, either to relinquifh their 
pretentions, or to throw themfelves for pro- 
tcdion into the arms of France. She had 
therefore refolved to watch carefully over their 
conduft, and to afford them, from time to 
rime, fuch affiflance as their circumftances 
fhould require. She lent a favourable ear to 
the defence which was made by the prince of 
Orange and the States againfl Don John's ac- 
cufations $ and fhe admitted of their juftifica- 
tion the more willingly, as in the reprcfcntation 
given her of Don John's condudt on this occa- 
fion, fhe found reafon to believe that his inten- , 
tions were no lefs hoflile with regard to herfelf^ 
than with ncfpeft to the States and the prince 
of Orange. For William had taken partici^ar 
care to inform her of fome intercepted letters 
of Don John's,^ from which it appeared, that 
he entertained a fccret correfpondence with the , 
queen of Scots i that he had formed a plan, to 
which the pope was privy, for fctting that prin- 

ccfs 
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5 XIV ^ ^^ *^ liberty; and that he was incited to at- 

V ^i^- -^ tempt this, not qnly by tlic deiire of diftreffing 

*^^^ Elizabeth, but likewife by the wild ambition of 

marrying the Scottifti queen, and attaining, 

through her, poffeflion of the Britidi crowns. 

After this difcovery, Elizabeth refolved no 
longer to keep any mcafures with Don John, 
but to exert herfelf with vigour in oppofing 
his rc-admiflion into the government of the 
Netherlands. With this intention fbe gave the 
moft gracious reception to the marquis d'Hav- 
rce, the ambalTador of the States, and entered 
readily into a treaty, by^ which Ihe engaged to 
furnifh them with an immediate fupply, both 
of money and troops; upon condition, that 
the commander of thcfe troops fliould be ad- 
mitted into the council of ftate ; and that, du- 
ring the continuance of the war, no Hep (hould 
be taken, nor any alliance formed, without her 
confent "• 

. Elizabeth had no fooner fuhfcribed this 
treaty, than being ftill dcfirous to avoid an open 
biyach with Philip, fhe difpatched an ambaffa- 
dor " to Madrid, to reprefent tp him, that in 
her late tranfaftion with- the State3,4t was far 

" Meteren, p. 197. Bentivoglio, p. 202* Camden, 
anno 1577, &c. , 
* Thomas Wilkes, clerk of the council . 

from 
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from her intention to encourage them to with- 
draw their allegiance; that, on the contrary, 
Ihc had employed the only means likely to 
prove cfFeftual to prevent them from calling 
thcnifclves.in defpair into the hands of fomc 
other power. She was deeply interefted, Ihe 
acknowledged, in faving her neighbours from 
oppreflions efpecially the Flemings, with whoni 
the commercial interefts of her fubjeds had 
long becn> and ftill were fo clofely conneAed, 
This (he hoped would plead her excufe for ex-* 
horting him to fubftitute in the room of his. 
brother, a governor, in whom the people could 
repofe greater' truft and confidence ; and with 
whom fhc herfelf could maintain a more friendly 
intercourfe, than flie could ever hold with Don 
John, after having difcovered his defign to in* 
vade her dominions. She concluded with in- 
treating him to redrefs the grievances of his 
Flcmifb fubjefts ; offering to mediate between 
him and them, if her mediation could be of 
vfci and declaring, that if they fhould refufc 
to fulfil their late engagements, or attempt to 
make any innovation contrary to the pacifica- 
tion of Ghent, Ihe would aflift him in reducing 
them to obedience by force of arms". 

' CartBj book xviii. Camden. 
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* XIV ^ Elizabeth could not mean any thing by this 
u . -.>i.- j cmbafly, but the fulfilling of an empty ceremo- 
^^' nial, which was received by Philip, and per- 
formed by her, with equal infincerity. She did 
not wait for a return tp her embafly, but pro- 
ceeded inftantly. to carry into execution her 
treaty with the States. Both the troops and 
money which Ihe engaged to fiirnifli, were im- 
mediately fent overi^ and the latter was remitted 
by the States to prince Cafimire, to enable him 
to complete his levies. 

laiprtidont Xhe States had coUefted a confidcrablc body 

delays Of the * 

Sttte*. of forces, which they ftationed in the neigh- 
bourhood of Namur ; and if they had followed 
the counfel of the prince of Orange, who ex- 
horted them to lay fiege to that important for- 
trefs, they might have made themfelvcs matters 
of it, anc^ prevented the return of the Spani(h 
troops. But many among them being ftill un- 
fhaken in their allegiance to the king, as well 
as in their attachment to the popifh f^ith ; no- 
thing but their remembrance of the cruelties of 
Alva, and the late enormities of die Spaniards, 
could have induced them to concur in the mea- 
fures which the majority had adopted. Thefc 
men fondly imagined, that Philip would be 
moved with their calamities, and perfuadcd to 
comply with their rcquefts. Being for this 

reafon 
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reaibn unwilling to begin hoftilitics, they urged ^ ^ v ^ 

ftrongly the expediency of a defenfivc war: ^— vw 

and thus the army was. fuffcrcd, for ieveral '^^^ 
months, to remain inactive, and time impru-- 
dently given for the arrival of the Italian and 
Spanilh troops ^ 

Although Philip did not entirely approve Theremm 
of his brother's conduft, and defired to have nuh'^oj^ 
obtained his ends by negotiation and artifice; 
yet, having failed in this way, he refolved, with- 
out helitation, to employ force; and he had 
accordingly fent orders to Alexander Farnefe^ 
the prince of Parma, to kid back the troops 
from Italy, to the Netherlands, without delay. 
On their arrival at Namur, being joined by 
other troops, which Don John had levlfed in the 
neighbouring provinces, they compofed an 
army of fifteen thoufand foot and two thouland 
horfc; while that of the States amounted only ' 
to ten thoufand foot and one thouiand five huo* 
drcd horfc ; and was no lefs inferior to the ene- 
my in difcipline, than in number. The States 
now law their folly in having negle Aed to make 
diemfclves maflers of Namur, as an entrance 
had thereby beea fecurcd for the Spaniards into 
the centra of the Netherlands, 

f Metercn, liook viii. ab initio. 

The 
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^ XIV ^ '^"^ fituatioil in which Don John found him- 
w.- y i-j felf at this time, was much more fuitable to 
'^^*' die talente which he poflcfled, than thofc nego- 
ciations and treaties in which he had been 
. hitherto engaged. He had longed with ex- 
treme impatience for the arrival of the forces, 
and ardently defircd to be revenged upon the 
States for the injurious treatment which he ima- 
, , gined he had received. Having got informa- 

tion that their army, commanded by t^e Sieur 
dc Goignics, had kft their camp in the neigh- 
bourhood of Namur, and were retiring towards 
BrufTds, he refolved to attack them on their 
march. With this intention he fent his cavalry 
before, under the prince of Parma, and fol- 
lowed them himfelf, as quickly as poflible, with 
the foot.' Farnefe executed the truft comfnitced 
The battle to him with great valour. At the head of -his 
bkwreT' battalion he attacked the Flcmiih cavalry with 
uncommon fury ; and though they gave him a 
fpirited reception, he foon compelled them to 
retire. In the mean time Don John came for- 
ward with a chofen body of infantry, and af- 
forded him fuch a powerful fupport, as enabled 
him to drive the enemy's horfe before him, till 
he entered along with them into the ranks of 
their main army. The Flemings believing the 
whole Spanifh forces to be at hand, and being 
utterly unprepared for fo fudden an attack, were 
ibon thrown into confufion and difperfed. About 
I ■ three 
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three rfioufand were killed, and a great number, ^ ^^^ ^ 

with ?hc commander in chief, were taken pri- ^. -v'.'-^ 

foners. ' The l6fs on the fide of the conquerors jaJjlyVi. 
was inconfiderable. 

After this vidory Don John reduced Gem- 
blours, Louvain, Sichem, Nivelle, and fcveral 
other places, both in Brabant and Hainault. 
He defired likewife to have laid fiege to Bruf- 
fels ; but his council of war were of opinion, 
that his ftrength was not adequate to fo great • 
an enterprife, and thought it more expedient 
to aim at eafier conquefts, till his army Ihould 
be reinforced. 

The States in the mean time received an Amftcrciatu 
abundant compenfation for their lofles in the ^hcw^fc- 
fauthern provinces, by the acquifition of ptS/s. 
Amfterdam. To this wealthy city, which even 
then was the greateft in the northern pro- 
vinces, the duke of Alva had, as mentioned 
above, given the mod particular attention ; 
having expelled the protcftants, and put the 
government entirely into the hands of rigid ca- 
tholics. Thefe men, fupported by a numerous 
garrifon, had baffled all the attempts which' 
had been made by the States of Holland to re- 
duce them. But being now hemmed in by 
their countrymen both by fea and land, and 
their trade almoil ruined, tliey at lafi; confcnted 

to 
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® XIV ^ ^^ accede to the pacification of Ghent, and 
^-— V— -^ agreed to diiband the popifh garnfbn, to recal 
'^^'' the proteftant exiles, and to allow them to hold 
their religious affemblies without the city. It 
was not long before they repented of thefe con- 
ceffions. The proteftants being inflamed with 
zeal for their religion j impatient under the rc- 
ftraints which in the late agreement had been 
laid upon them, fired with refentment for for- 
mer injuries, and fulpicious that the Catholics 
were again meditating fchemes for their expul- 
fion, they flew to arms, and having fuppreffcd 
the exercife of the popifli faith, they drove all 
the priefb, and others whom they fulpcftcd of 
malignant defigns, out of the city *• 

phiKp*«aii. In the midft of thefe tranfaftions John dc 
$^%^ Noircarmes, Baron de Selles, arrived from 
Spain, with Philip's anfwer to the application 
which the States had made to him fome months 
before. It was fuch as they had reafon to ex- 
pert, and contained an abfolute denial of their 
requefts, with regard to the removal of Don 
John, and the ratification of the eledion of 
Matthias. 

Tiwstatci Convinced by this denial, of the folly of 
fhc w^r thofe hopes which they had entertained, that 

» Van Mctercn, p. 207. 
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tfee king would yield to their intreaties, and ^ ^^ ^ 
fenfible that they had fuflfcred confiderable lofs, ^^ ->r*<^ 
from that want of difpatch and fecrecy which is '^^'* 
incident to the procedure of a numerous aflem- 
blyi they enlarged the powers of Matthias and 
the prince of Orange, ,and invefted them, and 
the council of ftate, with authority to ebndu6t 
the operations of the war^ without having re- 
courfe on every occafion to the aflcmbly of the 
States. 



No tiiiife after this was tinneceflariiy lofti 
The troops which had been difperfed at Gem- 
blours were collei6led> and of thefe, and the 
new levies, an army w^s compofedj amount- 
ing to dight thpufand foot and two thoufand 
horfe, pardy Flemings, and pardy Scots and 
Englifli. This army was ftationed in the 
neighbourhood of Licrr^s, in the centre of Bra- 
bant, under the tommaiid of the eount de 
Boffut. Don John's army, after he had put 
garrifons into the towns which he had taken^ 
was ftill fuperior in number ; and therefore he 
refolved to march towards Boffut, before the 
auxiliaries^ which the States expefted from 
France and Germany, fhould arrive. But he 
foon found that he had now to contend both 
with troops and a general much fuperior to thofe 
whom he had encountered at Gemblours* Boffut, ^"^^of 
from a fcnfc of the inferiority of bis forces, had 

Vol. II. R pitched 
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BOOK pitched his camp near the village of Rimenanf, 
L. -^v,^-j in a fuuation extremely advantageous for prc- 
'57^- venting the enemy from penetrating further 
into the provinces. On the one fide it was de- 
fended by the Demer, and on the other, by a 
wood i and was fortified both before and behind 
with ftrong intrenchments. Notwithftanding 
this, Don John refolved to attack it, unlefs he 
could provoke the count to quit his lines, and 
The prince give him battle. The prince of Parma, who 
from his early youth was no lefs wife than 
brave, remon|lrated againft this refolution, as 
being dangerous and defperate. But Don John, 
being confirmed in his purpofe by the other 
officers, gave orders for his army to advance, 
after having fqnt before a felc£t body of troops, 
to attack an important poll, without the camp, 
which was guarded by fome Englifli and Scotch 
forces, under colonel Norris. Among the af- 
failants was Don Alphonfo Martinez de Leyva, 
at the head of a company of two hundred men, 
whom he 'maintained at his own expence, and 
who were all cither gentlemen, or foidiers who 
had diftinguilhed themfelves in former wars. 
Thefe men attacked the Britifli troops with un- 
common fury. After a ihort refiftance, the 
latter began to retreat, but in good order, and 
with their faces turned towards the enemy. 
The Spaniards, to fecond whom Don John 
had fent feveral battalions of frelh troops, not 
r Hifpedting 
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fufpefting any artifice, and believing the enemy 
to be intimidated, followed them with much 
precipitation,' till they had paffed a narrow 
defile within reach of the artillery of the 
Flemifh camp. Norris then returned to the the Spani- 
Charge, and the combat was renewed' with ed^by^thc^'' 
greater fury than ever. He was reinforced ^"sii<h. 
with troops fent him from the camp, and ^ both 
parties, being nearly equal, feemed determined 
to die or conquer. This gallant Engliflimarl 
animated his army by his own example, and 
had three horfes killed under him. The Scots, Auguft xi!j 
impatient of the heat, fought in their Ihirts, 
and aftonifhed the enemy with the Angularity 
of their appearance. In the mean time, a 
body of troops,' which had been placed in 
ambufli, attacked the Spaniards in flank, and 
Boflut continued to fire upon them inceflantly 
with his artillery. They muft all have perifhed,' 
had not the prince of Parma obtained liberty 
from Don John to advance at the head of the 
cavalry to tlieir relief. By his fuperior pru- 
dence, he would have prevented this incon- 
fiderate enterprife ; and now, by his prudence 
and bravery united, he faved the troops from 
thofe fatal confequences, to which, through 
their own and the general's confidence, they 
had been expofed. About nine hundred 
men, however, fell on the field of battle^ 
R % and 
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• XIV ^ ^^^' ^ confidcrable number were taken pri- 



foners 



1578- 



Don John, having thus failed in his attempt, 
and being fenfible that. he could not, with his 
prefcnt army, keep the field againft the nume- 
rous forces that were ready to pour in upon 
him from France and Germany, retreated, with 
the refolution of afting for the future on the dc- 
fenfive only, and pitched his camp under the for- 
tifications of Namur- 

Treaty of The Statcs concluded about this time their 
wfthiijou. treaty with the duke of Anjou, which confifted 
of the following articles :— That, under the 
title of protcdor of the Netherlands, the duke 
fhould furnifti, at his own expence, ten thou- 
fand foot and two thoufand horfe : that all the 
conqucfts which he (hould make on the Flan- 
ders fide of the Maefe, fhould belong to tlic 
States i and thofe on the other fide, to himfclf: 
that, for the accommodation of his troops, 
Landrecy, and Quefnoy in Hainault, and Ba- 
paume in Artois, flioiild be put in his poffef- 
fion: that the States fliould not enter into 
any agreement with Don John, without the 
duke's confcnti and that, in cafe they fhould 

• Bcntivoglioj, book x. Strabo, # iii. Metcrcn, p. 22J. 
Thuanus, lib. Ixvi. fedt. xil. 
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hereafter think proper to cleft another fovie- * ^^^ ^ 

reign, they fhould make choice of the duke; but w— y ^^ 

that in the mean time the government Ihould *^^*" 
remain entire in the hands of the States. 

Agreeably to the firft article of this treaty, Defigm •( 
Anjou had affembled a confidcrable body of *^*^^**^ 
troops in the neighbourhood of Mons, to which 
place the States fent a folemn cmbafly to in- 
treat that he would quicken his march into the 
interior provinces, l^hey intended, that their 
own army Ihould unite with his, and that of 
Cafimire, and that all the three armies fhould 
^d in concert with one another, in expelling 
Don John, before he fhould receive a rein- 
forcement from Spain or Italy. Nor was it 
without apparent rcafon fhat they entertained 
the hopes of accomplifhing this defign. Prince 
Cafimire hadpaffed the Rhine and the Maefe, 
ai>d advanced as far as the town of Diell^ in 
Brabant. His army, when joined with that of Their nu- 
thie States, amounted nearly to forty thoufend ^"* 
foot and twenty thoufand horfe, and was greatly 
fupcrior to any which Don John could muftcr 
to oppofc it, 

But a variety of caufes concurred in renderr its opcra^. 
ing almoft ufclcfs thefe mighty preparations 5 Scwd'Sif. 
and a fpirit of divifion arofe, by which the *^^"^ 
people in die more fertile provinces loft fibr 

R 3 ever 
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P XIV ^ ^^^^ ^'^^^ liberty, for which they had fo ftrenu- 
y. -M"W oufly contended, at the very time when it was 
^^^^' moft in their power to fecure it on a firm and 
pcraianent foundation; For although, accord- 
ing to the teftimony of the catholic, as well as 
the proteftant hiftorians, nothing could exceed 
the prudence and moderation with which the 
prince of Orange conduded the affairs of go- 
vernment, it foon appeared, that no human 
wifdom was fufficient to prelerve harmony and 
•concord, where there were fo many grounds of 
jealoufy and difcontent. Of this difcontent 
and jealoufy, religious bigotry was the princi- 
pal, but not the only caufe. Ambition and 
intcreft joined their influence to that of religion, 
and not only, divided the people themfclvcs 
into fadions, the moft inveterate and hoftile, 
but created fufpicion and difcord between them 
and the foreign powers which they had called to 
thoir afliflance. 

T^E queen of England had heard, with 
'great uneafinefs, of the late treaty between the 
States and the duke of Anjou. She knew not, 
at this time, how far Henry was concerned in 
^is brother's enterprife, nor what fchcmes of 
conqueft.ihefe two prinaes might have, formed. 
;Sh£. confide red what :- great . advantages their 
* V peigKbburhood afforded them for the dxccution 
pf thefe: fchemcsrand forcfaw the prejudice 

which 
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which might accrue to the Englifh nation, if ® 
the Netherlands were to fall under fubjeftion 
to the crown of France. • In order to prevent 
this, and counterbalance the power and in- 
fluence of- Anjou, fhe had made fuch ample re- 
mittances of money to prince Cafimire, as had 
enabled him to augment the number of his 
army, which confifted wholly of proteftants, 
confiderably above what the States had either 
expcfted or defired. This alarmed the jealoufy 
of all the catholics in the Low Countries, who 
dreaded the approach of lb great an army of re- 
formers, and fufpefted that Cafimire, in con- 
cert with Elizabeth, had conceived the defign 
of extirpating the popifh faith. They did not 
conceal their apprehenfions. Even the prince 
of Orange, and other moderate proteftants, 
joined in remonftrating with Cafimire, on the; 
neceflity of his difmiffing a part of his forces. 
But this remonftrance ferved only to alienate 
him from the prince of Orange and the council, 
and to render him lefs attentive to their inftruc- 
tions with regard to the conduft of the war. 
He was likewife highly 6ffended with the pre- 
ference which the States had f iven to the count 
of BoflTut, by appointing him commander in 
chief of the army ; and he made them feel his 
refentment, by the flownfefs of all his military 
operations, and his. continual demands of fup- 
plies for the payment of his troops ^. 

^ Reidanus, p. 25, 26. 
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® XIV ^ But the intemperate zeal and ambition of 
^ s/-- ^ the proteftants were produdtive of ftill more 
intcmpl', pernicious efFefts. No? fatisfied with the fecu- 
andambi- ^^^^ ^^^^ perfecution which they had enjoyed 
tionofthc fmce the pacification of Ghent, thtty took 
courage from the great number of proteftants 
in the army, and petitioned Matthias and the 
States, to be allowed to hold their religious 
affemblies openly in churches, and to be ad- 
mitted, on the lame footing with the catholics, 
to the feveral offices of government. They 
ought certainly to have remained filent, as they 
, had done hitherto, till the common enemy had 
been expelled, and the public tranquillity efta- 
blifhed. Yet their condufft admits of ibme 
apology : their party had greater influence now 
than it was likely to poffefs, if the ' catholics 
were delivered from their dread of the Spani- 
ards, and they could not forefee thofe fatal con- 
fequences with which their application was aftcr^ 
Vards attended. 

But whatever judgment may be formed of 
their difcretion, the States thought it ncccflary,, 
left the army fhpuld have prqved refraftory, to 
comply with their requefts. The pacification 
of Ghent required that religion ihould remain 
on the fame footing on which it ftqod at the 
time of that treaty, till the States of all the pro- 
vinces fhould be affemblcdii yet the States^ 
pow partially affcmblcd, confented, not only 

that 
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that the protcftants fhould have accefs to all 
public offices, but likcw}fe that they fhould 
have churches allowed to them in every place 
where a hundred families refided; upon this 
condition, that in Holland and Zealand the fame 
indulgence fhould be granted to the catholic in- 
habitants. To this decree they gave the name 
x)f the Peace of Religion ; and each of the pro- 
vinces was left at liberty to accept. or rejcft it, 
as they fhould judge expedient. 

In fome cities it proved a falutary remedy pcw>' 

4 4^4 happy con* 

for the diforders with which they were diftraft^ rcqucnce^, 
^dj but, in many others, it added malignity 
to that poifon, which raged in the minds of the 
ipore violent religionifts, and was the fourcc 
of the JTiofl: pernicious animofity and difcord. 
It gave no contentment to the zealots of either 
party, but contributed to inflame them more 
than ever againft each other, by adding frefh 
materials to that inveferate jealoufy and ran- 
cour which their bigotry jnlpired, but which 
had been laid afleep fqr fome time paft, by 
their apprehenQons of the common danger. 
The catholics every where, but in a few cities 
of Flanders and Brabant, oppofcd the execu-^ 
tion of this decree j and the reformers derived 
little advantage from it, except in thofe places 
Viiere they overpowered their ^tagonifts by 
fuperior numbers. In the provinces of Artois 

-and 



Digitized by 



Google 



and Fkin< 



250 HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

* XIV ^ ^^^ Hainault, where the Reformation had never 
c^^s.^ ^ made any confiderable ^rogrefs, the people 
^^^ ' f ejefted the decree with the moft determined 
• obftinaqr, and refufed to allow the excrcife of 
any other religion but the catholic within their 
territories] while the people of Ghent and other 
places, in which the majority were proteftants, 
actuated by the fame intolerant and bigoted fpi- 
rit, expelled the popifh eccliefiaftics, feized their 
cfFeds, and fpoiled the churches of their orna- 
ments. 

pifcord be. Betweien the pcople of Ghent and the Wal- 
waiioons loons "" a particular ground of enmity had fub- 
fitted, ever fince the former had caft the duke 
d'Arfchot and his attendants into prifon. For 
moft of tiiefe were perfons of rank in the Wal- 
loon provinces; and the Ghentefe had not only 
rejedcd every folicitation in their behalf^ but 
had even treated them with feverity during their 
confinement. The Walloons were, for this 
rcafon, the more readily incenfed by the ac- 
counts which they received of the late enormi- 
ties committed againft the catholics, which 
they juftly regarded as a violation, on the part 
of the proteftants, of their late engagements. 
Forgetful therefore of the danger which threat- 
ened them, and liftening only to the voice of 

* The natives of Artois, Hainault, and the other foutlllh ., 
provinces, 
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Digitized by 



Google 



PHILIP II. KING OF SPAIN. 

indignation and refentmcnt, they began to fe- 
parate themfelvcs from the other provinces, 
and rcfufcd to contribute their Ihare of the 
money neccflary for the payment of the troops. 
.*' We took arms," faid they, " to vindicate 
** our liberty; but what will it avail us to be 
" delivered from the Spanifti yoke, if we mult 
" fubmit to a yoke no lefs galling and intole- 
*^ rable, impofed upon us by our countrymen ; 
** who, under the pretext of zeal againft the 
*^ tyranny of the Spaniards, fhew now that 
" their only defign has been to tyrannize over 
** us themfelves ?" The other provinces repre- 
fented to them the mifchievous confequences 
with which their condu£t muft be attended, 
and accompanied their reprefentations with 
prayers and threats ; but the Walloons remain- 
ed inflexible, and foon afterwards they gave a 
ftriking proof of their hoftile difpofition, by re- 
fufing to deliver the towns of Landrecy, Quef- 
nois, and Bapaume, to the duke of Anjou> in 
conformity to the treaty above recorded. Not 
fatisfiea wjth this, they began to prepare openly 
for war, and employed the contributions, which 
had been raifed for paying the army of the 
States, in levying forces againft the Flemings. 
The Flemings quickly armed themfelvcs in theii* 
defence, and feveral rencounters happened be-' 
twen the Walloons and them, that were equally 
pernicious to both. 

Prince 
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• XIV ^ Prince Cafimire's troops and thofe of the 
v^^^ y — < States had been for fome time paft united, and 
Tht^tkett Don John was not poflefled of a force fufficient 
cord!^^*^" to oppofe them; but the faftious and rcfraftory 
^irit of the Walloons and Flemings had dif- 
fofcd itfelf into almoft every part of the Nether- 
lands, except the provinces of Holland and 
Zealand. Many cities withheld their contribu- 
tions, and the army was extremely ill pro- 
yided with every thing neceflary to render the 
operations of the campaign effedluah Bof- 
(ut*s principal objedt was to compel the enemy 
to a general engagement ; and for this purpofe, 
^fter takmg two or three towns of little confc- 
quence, he led hi3 troops within view of the 
camp in which Don John had entrenched him- 
' fclf, under the fortifications of Namur, With 
an army fo much fuperior in nuipber to the 
enemy, the count might have forced the en- 
trenchments; but being neither furnilhed with 
pioneers, c^ipnon, or a fujjjcient quantity of am- 
inunition, and finding Don John unalterably 
determined to keep within hi§ camp, he was 
obliged to retire. His troops, in the mean 
time, were highly difcontentcd, on account of 
their want of pay. His difcipline was unavoid- 
ably relaxed. The country was opprefled and 
plundered. Cafimire accepted of an invitation 
from tl^e Ghentefe, to affift them with a part of 
hi§ forces againft die WallQops, It became 

dangerous 
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dangerous to keep the remainder of the army ^ ^j^ ^ 
any longer in the neighbourhood of the Spanilh 
camp, and it was foon afterwards found imprac- 
ticable to fupport it. A part of the troops 
therefore was dilbanded, and the reft were put 
into garrifon in the fortified towns. 

The duke of Aiijou's army was not better 
provided with the means of fubfiftence rfian that 
of the States, and its operations were equally in- 
fignificant. Confcious of his inability to fulfil * 
his engagement, Anjou grafped at thofe pre- 
texts for eluding them, which the conduft of 
Cafimire, and that of the Walloons, affbrded 
him. He complained bitterly of the treatment 
which he received from the latter, who not only 
refufed him admittance into the towns which 
the States hadpromifed for the accammodatioa 
of his troops, but fhewed themfelves no lefs un- 
willing to furnilh him with provifions, than 
if he had come to invade, and not to protcft 
and defend them. He fcems likewife to have 
fufpefted, and not without fome reafon, that 
Cafimire had formed fome private defigns, in^ 
confiftent with that eftablifliment which he him- 
fclf had in view in the fouthern province*; and 
that he had carried his troops to the afliftance 
of th? people of Ghent, in order to pave the 
way for executing thofe defigns. He therefore 
refufed to join his army with that of Boflut, 

unlefs 
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BOOK unlcfe Cafimirc fhoyld return to it ; and when 
K ^^^ ^» Matthias and the prince of Orange failed in 
'57^' their endeavours to prevail on Cafimire (to 
-v^om the Ghcntefe had advanced a confider- 
able fum of money, to induce him to remain 
with them), Anjou broke up his camp, and fuf- 
fered a part of his army to go over to the baron 
de Montigny, who was commander in chief at 
that time of the forces of the Walloons^. 

Conciufion SucH was the conclufion of this caVnpaign, 
o^y cam- ^^^ ^^^^^ ^j^^ .^^^ ^^ ^jj ^j^^ mighty prepara- 
tions which the States had made for a vigorous 
profecution of the war. . The people themfelves, 
inftead of uniting their efrorcs againft the com- 
mon enemy, wage war with one another, in 
violation of the moft folcmn engagements, into 
which they had entered only a few months 
before 5 and the princes, who had undertaken 
to deliver the Flemings from the Spanilh yoke, 
inlift themfelves, in oppofition to each other, 
under the banners of thofe inveterate faftions, 
which threaten this unhappy peopk with de- 
ftrudion. 

Casimire went over to England to juftify 
his conduft to« Elizabeth, and Anjou lent an 
ambaJTador to the States to make an apology 



* Mct^en, p. 2^33. Grotius, p.^a. 
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for hisy by reprefenting, that his troops had ^ ^^^ ^ 
joined thofe of Montigny without his confcnt ; \^ m'-^« j 
but thit the States, had no reafon to dread the '^^** > 
confequences of that ftep, fince the Ghentefe 
would be thereby more eafily reftrained from 
their excefles. The States, thinking it pru- 
dent to diflemble their refentment, admitted of 
his apology; and, that they might ftill re- 
main on friendly terms with him, they affured 
his ambafladors, that they had a jufl: fcnfe of 
gratitude for the efforts which the duke had 
made in their behalf; that, as foon as poltiblc, 
they would refund his expences ; and that, 
if they fhould ever find it neceflary to elect 
another prince, in the place of the king of 
Spain, they would make him an offer of the 
fovereignty. • 

During the courfe of tlie trdnfadions that Death or 
have been related, Don John had kept his ofAuftriL 
troops within their camp at Namur. They 
might now have left it without danger; but 
Don John had been fcized, fome weeks before, 
with a violent illnefs, which cut him off before 
he had reached the thirtieth year of his age. 
His death was by fome afcribed to poifon ; but, 1 
according to others, it was owing partly to dif- 
cafe, and partly to that chagrin which he con*» 
ceived from tlie negligence with which his re- 
peated applications for money and troops were 

treated 
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' XIV ^ ^^^cd by the Spanifh minifterSi Fond to 
^' '"^'•^ cxccfs of military . glory, and confeious of ta^ 
Odobff.' knts which would probably have enfured fuc- 
cefs, he lamented bitterly the nceeflity which 
the weaknefs of his army impoftd upon him, 
of remaining fo long inadliye, and folicited his 
brother for a reinforcement with the moft 
earned importunity* Nor was it only becaufc 
Philip was averfe to a vigorous profecution of 
the war, that he deferred complying with his 
rcqueft. After that renown, which Don John 
acquired in the battle of Lepanto, his conduft, 
as above related, contained fo clear a difcovery 
of his views, as could not but alarm the fufpi- 
cious temper of the King,' who thenceforth 
kept a watchful eye upon all his brother's 
moft fecret motions ; and when he fent him to 
the Netherlands, refolved never to intruft him 
with fuch a numerous army as might enable 
him to execut-e any ambitious defign. Philip's 
fufpicions, during his brother's, refidence in 
the Low Countries, were kept perpetually a- 
wake, by reports of his having formed a de- 
fign of marrying tlie queen of Scots. To 
thefe reports Philip gave credit, perhaps too 
cafily. By his orders, Don John's fecretary 
Efcovedo, who had fomented his matter's am- 
f bition, was privately put to death. It was 
believed by many, that he iffucd the like op 
dcrs with regard to his brother, and that this 
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young heroic prince died of poiibn, given him ® ^^ ^ 
by certain popifli ecclefiaftics, inftigated by the u-v--^ 
court of Spain. But whatever ground there was ^ '^^^ . 
for this perTuafion^ there is little room to doubt 
that^ from jealoufy of his brother^ more than 
any other caufe, Philip withheld the fupplies ne* 
ceflary for carrying on the war. And to this 
circimiftance the troops of the States were in- 
debted for their prefervation from that nun, to 
vrhich their divifions had e^pofed them^. 

^ Metoren^ p. 234. GrodiUj Ire* 
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BOOK XV. 

ON JOHN having on his death-bed ap- book 

pointed the prince of Parma to fucceed u-v--^ 

him, his choice was foon afterwards approved, Thc^princc 

and ratified by the king. y |^ p*^* 

This young prince had, on many occafions his chance 
fince his arrival in the Netherlands, given 
proof of confummate prudence, and the moft' 
intrepid valour. Temperate, vigilant, and in- 
defatigable, he could defcend to the moft mi- 
nute detail in all military operations, and was 
always the firft to expofe. himfelf to toil and 
danger, and the laft to retire. Pliant in his 
manners, and infinuating in his addrel^; he 
S 2 . could 
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could ipeak moft of the European langus^s, 
and accommodate himfelf to the foldicrs of all 
'^^^ the different nations of which the army was com- 
pofed. He pofTcffed a vigour of bodily confti* 
tudon equal to that of his mind, joined with an 
elevated martial air and aipedb, which fervcd, in 
time of battle, to fill the enemy with terror, and 
to iiilpire his own troops with courage and coq- 
fidcnce of fucccfs. 

He had no Iboner performec{ the lad offices 
of his friend and kinfman, than he applied 
himfelf afllduoudy to fulfil the duties of that 
important ilation to which he was now ad^ 
vanced. While the army of the States remained 
in the field, he was obliged, through the fmall-i 
nefs of his numbers, to follow the fame plan 
which his predeceflbr had purfued, and to keep 
his little army llrongly fomfied within their 
campi but when, from the caxife$ above ex- 
plained, not only the army of the StateSj but 
likewife the Germans and Frctach under Cafi-^ 
ipire and Anjou, were all either difbanded, or 
put into winter-rquarters, Farnefe, confidering 
this as the proper feafon for aftion, refolvcd to 
undertake the fiegc of fome important place, by 
the acquifition of which he might incrcafc his 
rcfourcc3 for carrying on the war. 

Hi 
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He hcficated for fomc time, whether he ih6\ild • xv ^ 
rntcr firft uf)on the ficgc of Maeftricht, or that v^ n ^^/*^ a 
of Antwerp. The benefit which he would have '^^^ 
derived from the poflcflion of the latter of thcfe 
places, was greater than any which eould ariie 
from that of the fortner j as Antwerp was the 
principal feat of Wealth and commerce in' the 
l^etherlands> and was fituated in the molt ad- 
vantageous manner for profecuting the conquefl: 
of the maritime provinces; but havmg weighed 
attentively the diifiqulties to be furmounted in 
the fiege of a place of fo great extent and 
ftrength ds Antwerp> he wifely refolved to begin 
widi the fiege of Maellricht, in which he could 
engage with fewer forces^ and a greater proba- 
Hlityof fuccels*. 

In order to conceal his defign from the States^ 
he diredted his march towards Antwerp, and 
had a fharp rencounter with a body of Frencli 
and Britiih forces, which were fent out to ob- 
ftru6t his approach. Thefe he forced to retire n 
under the fortifications of the city ; immedi- 
ately after which he turned back fyddenly, and 
invefted Maeftricht, before the States had time 
to fumifii that town with the neceflary fupplies 
of ftor^s and provifions, 

* Bentivogiio^ part ii. lib, i. 
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* ^ ^ The inhabitants were not numeroiss in pro- 
t *— > r -^ portion to the extent of the place ^ ; but it was 
Heii/sW ftrongly fortified, and the want of numbers 
uidu?^" was abundantly fopplied by the martial ^rit of 
the people, who, bemg expofed by tJieir fitua- 
tion to frequent invafions from foreign ene- 
mies, were well accuftomed to the ufe of arms. 
About fifteen hundred of them were enrolled ; 
and by thefe, and a thoufand regular troops, 
together with two thoufand of the country 
people, who fcrved as pioneers, Macftricht 
was defended for alnioft four months, againft 
an army of fifteen thoufand foot and four thou- 
fand horfe, the beft difciplincd and braveft 
troops in Europe, whofe operaitlons were dircd- 
cd by the greatcft miliary gemus of the age* 
Amongft the bcfieged there were two pcrfons, 
. Scwartzcnbourg dc Herlc, a Fleming, and 
Tappin, a Frenchman, who condufked the de- 
fence with a degree of wifdom and intrepidity 
that excited univerfal admiration and ap* 
plaufe. 

conduaof The prince of Parma, having arrived be- 
fore the town in the beginning of March, fcnt 
Mondragone, with a part of the army, to the 
caft fide of the river, to inveft the town of 
Vich i whilft he himfelf remained on the other 

^ It is five Italian mSes in circumference. 
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tide, where he intended to make his principal book: 
attack. His firft objeft was to prevent the ^_^^^ j 
States from introducing any fupplics or rein- '57>* 
forcemtnts. With this view, he Ihut up the 
Maefe with two bridges of boats, one above 
and the other below the town, and drew quite 
round his caxnp, on l?oth fides of the river, 
ftrong Imes of circumvallation. Immediately 
after taking this precaution, he began to make 
his approach to the walls by trenches^ The 
garriibn had the courage to make feveral 
Tallies, by which his opelrations were retarded. 
At length^ however, when by perftverance, and. 
the power of fuperior numbers, his trenches were 
fufiiciently advanced, he planted two batteries, 
one aginfl: the jgate of Tongres^ and the other 
againft the curtain, between the gate of Hoxter 
and that of the Crofs. While the batteries were 
played off with great fuccefs, the Royalifts 
pufhed forward the trenches, and were ready to 
€ntcr into the ditch. The breach at the gate of 
Tongres was the firft made prafbicable, and Far- 
nele refolved to aflault it with a fele£fc body of 
troops, drawa from tlie feveral nations of which 
his army was compofed. By thus mingling 
them together, he inflamed theu: ardour and 
emulation i but they met t^rith equal ardour on 
the part of their opponents, and, after an 
pbftinatc and bloody conflift, were obliged to 
retire. 

S 4 The 
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The prince, believing that this firft attempt 
had failed through the fmailnefs of the breach, 
Br»lf li. renewed the fire of his batteries with redoubled 
Matkricht. ^^^y ^^^ prepared for a fecond attack. In or- 
der to weaken the garrifon by dividing it, he 
refolved to make an al&ult at each of the two 
breaches at the fame time. His troops ad^ 
vanced, in the face of the enemy's cannon, with 
the moft undaunted intrepidity. The befieged 
ftood undifmayed till they approached, .and 
nothing could exceed the fury with which both 
parties began the combat. Their fire-arms 
fpon ceafed to be of ufe to them; for they 
came immediately to clofe fight, in which they 
could employ only their pikes and fwords. In 
one of the breaches De Herle, ^nd in the other 
Tappin, gave the moft Iplendid proofs of ca* 
pacity and valour. The aflailants, enraged at 
meetbg with fuch obftinate refiftancc from an 
enemy fo much inferior in number, exerted 
their utmoft vigour to overpower them. The 
adtion was furious and defperate. The ruins 
of the wall, ajid the ground on both fides, weit 
ftrewed mth the dead and dying. Stones 
hurled down from the bulwarks, and artificial 
fires, which the beficgcd launched among the 
aflailants, Jocreafcd the cpnfufion. Thofe fiits 
happened to lay hold of the barrels of gun- 
powder which ftood near for the ufe of the 
combatants. The cxplofion was terrible^ and 

many 
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many on both fides perifhed by thb fatal ac-- 
cident* The air rcfoundcd with cries, and 
ihrieks, and groans. The earth was covered *^^^ 
with mangled carcafcs 5 yet thofc who fur- 
vivcd ftiU maintained their ground with the 
fame unconquerable obftinacy as before, and, 
from the horrid fcene which lay around them, 
icemed only to derive frefb rage and fury. The 
prince of Parma gave orders at laft, with much 
relu6):ance, for founding a retreat. The refo- 
lution and fortitude of the beficged, he per- 
ceived, were not to be overcome. Even if he 
could .have mounted the breach, and kept pof- 
icflion of it, this would not have availed him, 
as other fortifications had been raifed within, 
which rendered the town almoft as impregnable 
as before;. 

Upon reviewing his troops, the prince *foun4 
that many of his bed officers had fallen, and 
that the regiments of Spanilh veterans were 
extremely diminiihed. He loon completed his 
numbers, by making draughts from the garri- 
fons of the towns in his poffeffion. But when ^ 
he refleflred on the charaftcr of the befieged, 
he perceived the neceffity of laying afidc all 
thoughts of taking the town by ftorm, and re- 
folvcd to content himfclf with the flower me- ^ 
thod of undermining the fortifications, employ- 
ing for this purpof^ a prodigious number of 

. , pioneers. 
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pioneers, and taking cfFcftual care, in the meaii 
time, to render it impofTible for the bcfieged to 
'^7^ receive any reinforcement or fupplies. 

The States The States were not ncgledful of the prcler- 
^n'^rr^ vation of a place, where both the garrifon and 
inhabitants had fliewn themfelves fo worthy of 
their attention. Having fome time before re- 
ceived the celebrated La None into their fer- 
vice, they had appointed him governor of 
Maeftricht, and given him the charge of con- 
ducing thither the reinforcements which they 
intended for the relief of the befieged. No- 
thing was omitted by La Noue to fulfil theif 
cxpedtations ; but fo pernicious were the confe- 
quences of that fpirit of difcord, which ftill 
raged as furioufly as ever, between the pro- 
teftants and catholics, that, although the coun<^ 
cil of date, fcconded by the prince of Orange^ 
gave him all the afliftance in their power^ he 
was never able to colledt a force fufficient to 
execute his purpofe. The fituation therefore 
of the befieged was become extremely deplo- 
rable. The garrifon, which in the beginning 
of the fiege confided of a thoufand men,, was 
now reduced to four hundred, and the citizens 
and country^people had fufFered a proportion* 
able diminution. Their provifions began to 
fail, and their ftorc of gunpowder was nearly 
cxhauftcd. 

Thi« 
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Their diftreffcs were much augmented to- * ^ ^ 
wards the middle of June, by their lofs of a ra- u^^v*^ 
Yclin> which had enabled them to give great *^^^* 
annoyance to the enemy. To acquire pc^flion 
of this ravelin had been the chief objcft of 
the prince of Parma's operations for Several 
weeks ; and, though he met with the moft fpi- 
rited refinance, he at Icngdi accomplifhcd his 
defign, and could, widi a large cavalier whick 
he conftrudcd, overlook the walls» and fcour 
the town with his guns, almoft from the one 
end to the other. Still however the befieged> 
animated by the hopes of relief, rcfufcd to ca- 
pitulate. 

But the fiege was brought to a conclufion Maeftrichis 
much iboner than either of the two contending f^rprire. 
parties had reafon to expe£t. On the 29th of 
June, it was fufpeAed by fome Spanifh foldiers, 
that the wonted vigilance of the garrifon was 
relaxed. In order to know the truth with cer- 
tainty, thcfc men crept filently to the top of 
the rampart, and found that the defendants 
were not only few in number, but overpowered 
with fatigue and heat, and buried in fleep. Of 
this they carried information to the general; 
who, without delay, ordered fuch of his troops 
as were neareft, to afcend the rampart with as 
little noife as poffible. They were immedi- 
ately followed by all the reft of the army. 

The 
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The garrifon were thus fudiculy oVerwhclmidi 
and almoft all of them were put to the fword« 
The inhabitants fought dclperatcly ; but they 
fiink at laft under the fupcrior force of the 
aflailants, who fparcd neither fex nor age ; and 
continued the flaughter, till of eight thoufknd 
citizens, only three hundred remained* Dc 
' Herle efcaped by difguiflng himfelf in the ha* 
bit of a menial fervant ; and Farnefe iflued 
ftridt orders to fpare the life of the valiant 
Tappin** 

VoS^ DuAtNO the fiege of Maeftricht/ various po- 
labe?^*^® litical negotiations were carried on by the op^ 
tumuiuin pofite parties. The prince of Orange had at 
^*'""* this time the chief direftion of all the meafures 
that were purfued by the States and council; 
Matthias having, from a confcioufnefs of his 
own want of experience, left the entire admi- 
niftration in his hands. The diffenfions be- 
tween the Walloons and Flemings had from 
the beginning given him deep concern, and he 
had omitted nothing in his power to heal them. 
Among the Walloons he had little influence, 
by reafon of their abhorrence of his religion, 
and the jealoufy which they had conceived of 
his defigns. On the other hand, the Ghcntefe, 
who, in that age, were noted for their turbulent 

« Bcntivoglio, part U. lib^ i, Metcrcn, lib. ix. 

and 
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and (editious fpirit, had been wrought up by 
certain fa&ious leaders to a degree of madnefsj 
and were long deaf to all the xemonftrances '^^^ 
which he could employ, St. Aldegond, whom 
he fcnt to deal with them, exerted, but in vain, 
all the addrefs and eloquence for which he was 
So highly celebrated. The intcrpofition of 
Matthias and the States was equally inefFeftual. 
Nor did they pay any greater regard to the re* 
prefentations and threats of Elizabeth, who 
ftnt over an ambaffador* on purpofe to per- ' 
luadc them. At length, the prince of Orange 
went himfclf to treat with them. They had 
lately inveighed againft him, with great ieve- 
rity, for his moderation towards the catholics ; 
and had fufFered fome of their preachers to 
arraign him on this account, as infmcere in 
his religious profefEon, But, being flattered 
with that regard and confidence of which his 
prefent vifit was expreflive, they refumcd their 
wonCed affedtion to his perfon; and, after Jie 
had ftaid among them fome weeks, they com<r 
plied with the^ feveral requefts which they had 
hitherto rejefted. They confented to make re- 
ftitudon of the goods of which they had plun- 
dered the popifti ecclefiaftics; permitted the 
re-eftablifhmeht of the rites and ceremonies of 
th^ Romiih church, forbad all a&ufive lan^ 

. * Mrt.Davidfon, 
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guage, whether in the pulpit or in private af- 
femblies, and engaged to yield a more prompt 
*^^ obedience for the future to the authority of the 
Suits \ 

It ibon however appeared^ that nothing but 
William's perfonal influence had induced them 
to make thefe conceffions. In a few months 
afterwards^ being incited by ^e fame Odious 
leaders to whom they h^ formerly liftened, 
they indulged themfelves in the m^ unjufti- 
fiable exceffcs J they jdundered the churches 
smd monafteries, expelled the ecclefiaftics from 
die town^ and feized their effefts, which they 
diftributed anaong the Germans, whom they 
had called to their afiiftance againft the Wal- 
loons. Thefe and other enormities occafioned 
the prince of Orange to vifit the Ghentefc a 
iecond time ; when they made him an offer of the 
government of the province. He prudendy de- 
clined accepting this offers but having again 
employed all his influence to quafh the prefent 
diifenfions in the city, he fucceeded fo far as to 
be able to compel Imbife the chief magiftratt;, 
together with his faftipus adherents, to leave 
the city. He like wife put^thc magiftracy into 
the hands of the more moderate reformers, fet 
at liberty fuch of the Walloon nobility as were 

• Thaantts, lib.lxvh • 
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CBU in prifon, and procured for the catholic in- 
habitants, liberty of private worfliip, and fccurity 
frommokftation^ 

William laboured with no lefs earneftneista 
afluagc the rcfentment of the Walloons, who, 
although they had not been the firft aggrcflbrs, 
perfifted in their hoftile difpofition, with the 
moft unconquerable obftinacy. By the artU 
fices of Matthew de Moulard, bifliop of Arras, 
the count de La Lain, the marquis de Roubais, 
and others of the nobility, who beheld with 
deep malignity William's unrivalled credit and 
authority, the people had conceived the moft 
incurable fulpicions, that, far from being a6hi- 
ated by a difintereftcd attachment to the civil or 
religious liberty of the provinces, he intended 
only his own exaltation, and was preparing CQ 
cftablifli it upon the ruins of the catholic faith* 
They lent a deaf ear therefore to every plan of 
accommodation that was propofed, either by the 
prince himfelf, or by Matthias and the States; 
who, they knew, were entirely direfted by his 
counfelsf. 



S O O KL 




The prince of Parma was too fagacious not The pnm 
to difcern the advantage which this difpofition gLnfoJ^ 
pf the Walloons afforded him, for drawing ^n^^ 



f Grotiosi lib. iii« t Reidanus, lib. ii, p. 29. 
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^ ^v ^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ *^^^ allegiance. Soon after the 
%0^r^ death of Don John of Auftrla, he had^ for 
'5^^ this purpofe, begun a negotiation with their 
leaders; upon which he had bellowed particu- 
lar attentionj in the midfl of thofe military 
occupations in which the ficge of Maeftricht 
had engaged him. In order to fruftrate his en- 
deavoursj the prince of Orange and the States 
remonftratcd to the Walloons on the infidelity 
which would be juftly imputed to them, if 
they ftiould enter into any ieparate terms of 
agreement ; and rcprefcnted to them the dan- 
ger to which they would thereby expofe thm- 
/elves, as well as the other provinces, of be- 
ing again enthralled by the Spaniards. The 
Walloons could not entirely diveft themfelvcs 
of the fcruples, which thefe remonftrances were 
calculated to excite y nor were they free from 
thofe apprehenfions of the Spani(h tyranny^ by 
"which the other provinces were fo much dif- 
quieted. They had not forgot the fcenes of 
treachery and violence, of which they had 
been fb often witneiTes; and found it difficult 
to rely on the promifes of thofe, whofe inlin- 
ccrity they had fo frequendy experienced. On 
the other hand, their bigotryt joined with the 
• inveterate jcaloufy which the nobility enter- 
tained of the prince of Orange, formed an infur- 
mountable obftacle againft any agreement with 
, the Flemings, fhat hatred with which they 

^ ha4 
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had been Ibng aftuatcd againft the Spaniards, J^ o o it 
began to yield to a more implacable averfion v — j-u^ 
againft the prdteftants ; and in this they were *^^^ 
confirmed by the addrefs of the bilhop of 
Arras, and the other agents of the prince of 
Parma; whofe propofals of accommodation 
they were now inclined to embrace, provided 
it could be done confiftently mxh thofc iblemn 
engagements, under which they had lately 
come to the other provincics. To thefe en- 
gagements, according to the ienfe in which 
they themfclvcs undcrftpod them^ they ad- 
hered with inflexible fidelity j and perfifted to 
the laft in requiring that all foreign troops 
Ihould be unmcdiatelydifmiflfedj that the pa- 
cification of Ghent ihould be fully executed; 
and that Philip Ihould recognife their right to 
form alliances either within or without the 
Netherlands, in cafe of any infradion, on his 
part, of the articles of this pacification.' 

Of their feveral demands, there was none TheSpwim 
which the prince of Parma found it fo difficult troops fent 
to digeft, as that of fending away the foreign n«2^^ 
troops. Their place, he knew, could not be ^<*«- 
fupplicd by the undifciplined forces of the 
country i and he dreaded that he ihould be 
obliged to abandon the plan which he had 
formed, for fubduing the maritime provinces. 
The king, to whom he aj^lied for precife in- 

VoL, IL T itruftions. 
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^%y.^ ftrufttonsi was no left averie to dds conccflioiL 

k m m ^ * m^ But Phifip^ coofidcring the recovery of die 
'^^^ WaUoons (the moft warlike of aU the inhabit* 
ants of the Netherlands) as a matter of the laft 
importance ; efpecially in die preierit juofture, 
when his exchequer was drained by the ex* 
pence which he had incurred in the conqueft 
of Portugal; and hoping, that by the indul« 
gent meafures which he had refolved to cfpouie 
in his treatment of the Walloons, he fliotdd be 
able ere long to obtain their confifnt to what- 
ever he ihould acquire of them, he ieiit orders 

V to Farnefe to haften the conclufion of die treaty • 

and it was accordingly concluded in the follow- 

May 17th. ing terms: That dl foreign troops ia.the fer*- 
vice of the king, (hould leave the Netherlands 
in fix weeks, and never return thither without 
the confent of the Walloon provinces: that an 
army of nadonal troop ihould be levied, to 
the payment of which the king might apjdy 
the fubfidies to be granted by the States: diat 
all perfons in public offices (hould take an oath 
to maintain the catholic religion: that all die 
privileges of the provinces fhoukl remain in- 
violate: and that the government (hould be 
prefer ved in the lame form in which it had 
been left by the late emperor when he refigned 
his dominions ^. 

* Bendrogliorpaita. Ub. i. 
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This treaty wa« figaed, cm th€ part of the » ^ A 
{irovmces^ onlf by the dqHmu of French v — v^ 
FJandcuB^ Ait<H8» and Hatmute. The other '^^ 
proviiice$ were qoc called^ as LuKmbui^ 
had never concurred in any <^ the late trani^ 
a&ions; and the greateft part of Limburg 
and Namur had already fubmitied to th« 
king's authority* 

Th£ prince of Orange/ no ftfanger to the tiwuidPft 
iecret mociyea of the leading men among the •^utrfcht, 
WaUoons* baring forefeen that this agreement 
would certainly take pktce> had» in order lo 
provide a counterpoife againft it^ let on foot a 
new treaty of alliance among the provinces of 
Holland^ Zealand^ Utrecht^ Guelderland, Frief^ 
land, Brabant, and Flanders. This alliance 
was called the Union of Utrecht, fix>m the 
place where it was brought to af concluQon. It 
' may jufUy be confidered as the firft foundation 
of the republic of the United Provinces. It is 
ftill regarded as containing the fiindamental 
laws of the conftitution, and proves its author^ 
by the Wifdom, moderation, and extenfive 
views which it difcovers. It contains neither 
any avowal, nor any exprefi renunciation of 
their allegiance to Philip; but the provinces 
tacitly affumc to thcmfclvcs the fovercign Au- 
thority, and lodge it partly in the general af- 
fembly of the States, and partly in the States 
Ta of 
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of the fevcral provinces. The principal articles 
of this confederacy are thofe which follow: 
'579- €t That the fcverah provinces contrafiing» unite 
themfelves together in one pdlitical body, re^ 
nouncing for ever the power of feparatii^ from 
each other; but referving each to itfelf all the 
rights which it pofiefled before. 

" That the faid provinces fliall aflift each 
other to repel the attacks of any foreign powers 
znd, in particular^ to repel whatever violence 
may be offered to any of the contrading par- 
desj in the name of the king of Spaing tinder 
the pretext of eftablifhing the catholic religion, 
or on account of any tranfadbion in the Nether* 
lands Tmce the year 1558; leaving it always 
to the generality of the union to determine in 
what proportion each province (hall be ob- 
liged to furnifli its fuppliesj either of money or 
of troops, 

*' That in Holland and Zealand, no reli- 
gion but that which is already eftabliihed ihall 
be openly profeflcdj and that the other pro- 
vinces fhall be at liberty to allow cither of the 
proteftant religion, or the catholic, or both, as 
they thcmfclves fhall judge expedient: that ref- 
titutipn Ihall be made of the effcfts which bc- 
< longed to the convents aod churches ; in , all the 
provinces, except thofe of Holland and Zca- 
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land; and in^thefe, that pcnfions fhall be ap- ^ ^^ ^^ 
pointed to the popifli ecclefiailics^ to be paid^ ^-^(^■w 
them whcrcfocvcr they rcfidc. '^^'; 

" That all frontier and other towns, which 
the general and provincial States fliall think 
proper to forrify, (hall be fortified at the joint* 
cxpence of the generality,' and of the particular^ 
province in wtiich they lie ; but if the General ^ 
States (hall on any occafion think proper to buiU 
new forts, without the confent of the particular 
province in which they lie, the generality IhaH 
furnilh the whole expence. 

** That all fortified towns Ihall be obliged 
to receive fuch garrifons as the generality ihatf 
appoint, on condition that the troops (hall, be- 
fides their oath of allegiance to the General 
States, take a particular oath to the province 
and town in which they are itationed. 

*^ That the General States Ihall ndt con- 
clude any peace or truce, nor undertake any 
war, nor impofe any taxes, without the confent 
of the majority of all the provinces and towns 
of the union; ind that on the other hand, no' 
town or province fhall enter into any alliance 
with any foreign prince or pow^r, without con- , 
fent of the generality. 

T 3 « That 
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*%?^ *^ That in cafe any Prince or State Ihall in- 
ij,,-^- J dine to accede to this alliance^ he may be ad* 
^iWf mittcd, with die confent of all the members of 
the confederacy. 

^ That all the male inhabitants of the pro- 
vinces, from the age of eighteen to that of fixty, 
ihail, in a month after the publication of the 
preienttreaty> infcribe dieir names in aregifter 
tK> be laid^fore the Qeneral States at their firft 
aflembly>^ to affift them in judging what forces 
each^province is ^Ue to furniih. 

** That, in ord«r to procum the money nc- 
^eflary for the fupport of the forces, aU the 
ftxes Ihall be farmed out pabUcly> to thofe who 
ihall make ;be higheft oflferi and laftly> that 
fhe faid taxes fliall be heightened or lowered^ ac« 
cording as the General States Ihall judge the 
exigencies of th< con^eracy to require/' 

This confederacy was not immediately at- 
tended with thofe advantages which it was de- 
figned and calculated to produce. It behoved 
the religious parties to experiencei for (bme 
Qme longer, the mifchievous tSc&s of their 
intemperate zeal and bigotry, before they could 
Jive at peace. In feveral places, the people 
wpre ftill agitafed by the moft violent ani- 
mofity againft one another* Jn Bois-le*duc, 
%3 . the 
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iJie prbte^nts and papiih took arms> and ' ^ ^ 
eoming to Uows> had feireral hundreds of their Vi^'^ i 'P^ 
number killed. Soon after this, the proteft- '^^^^ 
antSj being fei^ed with a fiidden paoic^ aban* 
doned the town to their enemies, who imme* 
diatefy fobmitted to the Spaniards, 

In Antwerp^ where tie proteftant party was ^^f^^^^ 
the moft powerful, the people infulced the po- ^^^ 
piih ecckfiailics, when employed in one of the 
^lemn proceffions of their religion; and in fpite 
of Matthias and the prince of Orange, who 
interpofed their authority t6 proted them, they ^ 
ohfiged them to leave . the city. 

Thise violences, which the reformers, im- ^^"j^ff" 
pelled by their religious zeal, exercifed in teuton 
Antwerp and other places^ fcrved only more 
eafily to reconcile the catholics to the Spanilh 
gov<irnment$ and contributed not a litde to 
make feveral of. the nobility forfake the party of 
the States. Among thefe was count Egmont, 
fon of the great unfortunate count Egmont^ 
This young nobleman had hitherto diftinguilh- 
ed himfelf by his zeal s^ainft the Spaniards; 
but refolving now to make his peace with them, ^ 

he attempted, with a regiment of Walloons, 
to render himfelf mafter of Brufiels, in order to 
deliver it to Farnefe; and he fucceeded fo hr 
in Ms deiign, as to get pofieflion of one of the 
T 4 gates. 
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* XV ^ 8?^*> ^^^ introduce his' troops into tkc city. 

Ci - vW The citizens ran inftantly to arms^ and^ being 
'^^^ joined by fome regular forces in the fervicc of 
the States, they quickly recovered the gate by 
a fingular ftratagem. Having driven violently 
towards it fome waggons loaded with hay and 
ftraw, they fct fire to thcfe combuflible mate- 
rials, and the vdnd blowing the flame and 
fmoke towards count Egmont's foldicrs, they 
were obliged to betake themfclvcs to flight 
The whole inhabitants had> in the mean rime, 
got under arms, and Egmont, with the reft of 
t^s men, 'was fliut up in the market-place, 
hemmed in on every fide, and without any 
proiped of deliverance. There they remamed 
during that day and the night following s neither 
of the two parties being inclined to begin ho- 
ftilities. The citizens mean while indulged 
{heir rcfentment, by reproaching the count with 
bis treachery, in forfaking thofe who had taken 
arms to revenge his father's death; calling out 
to him, that only eleven years before, on the 
feme day of the year, and in the very place 
where he then flood, his father had died a 
jnartyr for that caufc, which be now wanted fo 
bafcly to betray. This bitter remembrance 
drew tears from the young man's eyes. The 
people were moved with that compaffion for 
|hc fon which they owed to the memory of the 

father, 
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feriier, -and confentcd to fuffcr him and his ' o j? Jt 
troops to lea>re the town ^ \ -^^^'.^^j 

During the courfc of theic tranfaftions, con- omftrencet 
fcrcnccs for reconciling the Netherlands tq cio^*' 
Philip were held in the city of Cologn, at the 
requeft and. under the mediation of the empe- 
ror, the pope, and the eleftors of Treves and 
Cologn. The pope lent thither Caftagna, 
archbifliop of sRoliano, who afterwards attained 
the papal dignity, and aflumed the name of 
Urban VII. The chief of the emperor's em- 
balTy was count Scwartzenburg. Philip named 
the duke- de Terra Nuova for his ambafladoiv 
and the duke d'Arfchot'was at the head of the 
deputies^ from the States. From this nomina- 
tion of pcrfons of fo great eminence and diftinc- 
tion, fuperficial obfervers were apt to imagine, 
that the negociatioq committed to them could 
not fail to be brought to the defired conclufion. 
but this was not the judgment of perfons of 
greater penetration. They confidcy^ not 
only that the prince of Orange, and the other 
popular leaders by whom the States were go- 
verned, had already gone too far to expeft for- 
givenels from the unrelenting temper of the 
king; but that, the opinions of the reformers 
were more, widely diflFufed, and their zeal, if 

^' Grotius, p. 64. Meteren, book ix. p» 250. 
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polTible^ more ardent than ortr. And as tiiere 
was no reafon tx> believe that diey would ever 
be pcrfuaded to abandon their religioo> fb there 
was litde ground to hope that Philip's bigotnr 
would fuffer him to agree to any terms of peace, 
whilft they adhered to it* It was in reality this 
caufe ehiefly> by which the prefent negociaaon, 
as well as all preceding ones, was fruftrated. 
Philip adled on this occafioh with his ufual du* 
plicity, and gave private inftruAions to his am- 
baffiidor, of very different import from thofe 
which had been communicated to the empe- 
ror''. At firft, he fcemcd willing to ratify the 
pacification of Ghent; and by one of the articles 
of that treaty, religion was to remain on its 
prefent footmg, till a general aflembly of the 
Stateis fhould alter it. But in the courfe of the 
conferences it appeared, that the re-^eibabliih* 
ment of popery was a condition without which 
he would agree to no accommodation. Neither 
would he confent to the convoking of the ailem*^ 
bly of. the States, nor to the ratifying the elec- 
tion of Matthias; and he Hill infifled peremp- 
torily, that all cities, forts, and military ftores, 
ihould be immediately delivered into the hands 
of the prince of Parma. In a word, the terms 
ofl^red on this occafioij were, in every mate- 
rial article^ the fame with thofe which had been 

^^ Strsda, lib. w 
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Ibrmerly rcjcftcd bjr the provinces of Holland ^ xv * 
and Zealand, when diejr ftood alone, and un- w--vl,^ 
lijppoited by the odier proidnces; and there<«. '^^^ 
fyn it is difiicult to fuppok that PhiUp cotddi 
from the beginning, have intended any thin^ 
by the prefent negociation, bttt to ^rify the 
pope and emperor, at whofe defire it wa3 
begiuK 

Bbforx the diflbhidon of this ooi%;itfi, Phsifpau 
however, he I>umbled I»mfetf fo far as ti> ^^^ 
make private offers to the prince of Orange*^ cSw^ 
Thefe were, the payment of his debts, the 
reftitution of his eftates, a compenfadon fof 
the lofles which he had fuflained during the 
war, and the liberty of his ion Che count of 
Buten, upon whom, if the prince bim£glf 
fhould Incline to retke into Germany, die 
king promifed to iieftow die government of 
Holland and Utrecht* Thefe offers were 
made in Philip's name by count Scwarczen^ 
bxirg, who pledged his faith for the ftrift per-* 
formance of them. WiBiam could not but 
be flatteied with the tefUmony which was thus 
given, by an cittmy fo great and powerfiil^ 
of the dread that was entertauned of his abi«* 
lities. But being foperior to the aUurementsI 
of intereft, he preferred the glory of laving 
from flavery a people who confided in his 

integrity. 
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integrityj to all the advantages which he or 
his family could have derived fix>m the fevour 
'^'^^ of the king. « He would liften to no pro- 
pbfal," he faid, <* that related to himfelf 
only.. He was confcious, that, in all his 
condud^ he had been animated by a difin- 
tercfted afFeftion towards the public good; 
and no confideration would induce him to 
enter into any agreement, from which the 
Staces and people -were excluded: but if 
ibeir juft claims were £itisfied, he would not 
rejc6k» any terms for himfclfi which his con- 
fcience and honour would fuffcr him to ac- 
cept'/* . 

ixflbtutiim SooN; after this the congrefe was diflblvedj 
greft. * and no other rcffea was prdduced by it, ex- 
cept that the duke id'Arfchot, and fome other 
deputies 0f the. States, embraced the opportu- 
nity with which it furmfhed them, of recon- 
ciling themielves to the king. 

The negodations . for peace did not en* 
tircly interrupt the operations of the war. By 
the affiftance. of the catholic inhabitants, the 
prince of Parnaa acquired pofieflion of Mech- 
lin ; and fome 'time afterwards of Villcbrock. 

^ Reidanay, p* 29, Grotius, p.,66« 
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Thcfe loflcs w€rc compcnfatcd to the States, • ^ ^ 
by ibme acquifitions ivhich their forces made ^--v ^ ^pi/ 
under die count of Renneberg; who, befidcs *^^^ 
reducing the province of Friefland, made 
himielf mafter of Deventer and Groningen* 
In the fouthem provinces, the Flemings and 
Walloons were engaged in perpetual hofli- 
iities againft one another; but no exploit was 
performed by either party, fufficiendy in* 
tcrefting and important to defenre to be re« 
corded. 
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H i S T O R Y 

OP THE REIGN OF 

PHILIP THE SECOND, 

KING OF SPAIN. 

BOOK XVI. 

DlJRING the CQurfc of the preceding 
tranfedions in the Netherlands, Philip book 
Vf2s alfiduoiifly employed in preparing to aflert ^ '"^''^ 
his claim to the kingdom of Portugal, an ob- stat/ Jf 
jeft fitted to inflame a more moderate ambition ^o^^&^ 
than that of Philip, and worthy of all the at* 
tention and expence which he beftowed in or- 
der to acquire it. Under a fucceflilon of kings^ 
who placed their glory in promoting commerce 
among their fubjet^s, and in making difcoveries 
in the rcmotelt regions of the globe, the Por- 
tuguefe had attained a degree of confideration 
among the European nations, from which the 
narrow limits of the kingdom^ and the neigh-- 

bourhood 
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* xvL ^ l>ourhood of the Spanifh monarchy, fccmed for 
^-^'^"^ ever to exclude them. Befides cftablifhing 
'^^^* Settlements in Africa, and the adjacent iflands, 
they had doubled the Cape of Good Hope, 
which no European mariners had ever attempt- 
ed, and had penetrated boldly into almoft every 
corner of the great eaftern ocean, difcovering 
lands till then unknown, and founding cities, 
with a view to the advaricement of their trade. 
And not fatisfied with their acquiCtions in the 
Eaft, they had turned their arms towards Ame- 
rica, and planted in Brafil that valuable colony 
of which they ftill retain poflcflion. 

DottSebaf- JoHN the Third, the lali of thole great kings 
under whofe- government the Portuguefc per- 
formed fuch mighty atchicvements, died feverd 
years before the prefent period, leaving his 
throne to Sebaftiani his grandfon, who was 
then only three years oid. This young prince 
gave early indications of many fplcndid accom- 
plifiiments, which excited in the* minds of the 
' Portuguefe the moll fanguine hopes of a pro- 
, . Iperous and happy reign ; but unfortunately for 
himfelf, as well as for his people, he was ani- 
mated with the mod chimerical ambition, which 
led him not to imitate the example of his illuftri- 
cus aqceftors, by ftudying to promote the true 
happinefs of his fubjcfts, but prompted him to 

extend 
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extend his dominions, in order to propagate^ the ^ ^ ^ 

Romifli faith. . u— v---^' 

1579- 

This paftion was cherilhed in him by Don ^\^ ^'onjatt- 
Alexis de Menezes, his governor, and Lewis tion. 
de Camarra, a jefult, his tutor or inflxufftor ; 
the former of whom was perpetually celebrating 
the praifes of his predeceflbrs, on account of 
their victories over the Moors in Africa and the 
Indies; while the latter impreOed his young 
tnind with a perfuafion, that it was the firft 
duty of a Chriftian king, and the moft accept.- 
able fcrvice which he could perform to the 
jDeity, to extend the knowledge of the true 
religion. By thefe means, his ambition was 
inflamed to a degree of madnels ; and, in ordfer 
to accomplilh that defign which appeared fp 
ttieritorious and honourable, he once refol\r^ 
ed to fail with a fleet and army to India ; nor 
could his courtiers perfuade him to relinquifli 
that fomahtic pfojeft, till fhey propbfed that, 
in place of it, he fhould Undertake an expedi- 
tion againft the Mahometans in Africa. Fronl 
this cnterprize likewife his wifeft counfellors 
laboured with much folicitude to divert him; 
but their exhortations proved ineffeftual. Se^ 
baftian adhered to his purpofe wirh inflexible 
obftinacy, and exerted himfelf, with grfcat ac^ 
tivity, in making preparations .for carrying it 
into execution. 

Vol. il U Ik 
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In the tnidft of thcfe preparations an oppop 
tunity prclcnted itfclf, which he confidcrcd as 
a declaration of Heaven in favour of his dc- 
fign. On the death of Abdalla, king of Mo- 
rocco, his Ion, Muley Mahomet, had feized 
upon the crown, in corttradidtion to an cfta- 
bliflied law of fucceflion, that the kingdom 
fliould devolve to the brother of xhe dcceafed 
king. A civil war enfued, and Mahomet, 
after having loft feyeral pitched battles, was 
compelled to kave his uncle, Muley- Moluc, a 
prince of great abilities and virtues, in poffef- 
fion of the throne. After attempting in vain 
to engage J^hilip to elpoufe his caufe, Mahomet 
applied to Sebaftian, and offered, if he would 
reinftate him in his dominions, to put certain 
towns into his hands, and to become tributary 
to the crpwn of Portugal. 



Sebaitiffii Sebastian liftened to theft offers with the 

invaacMo- utmoft plcafurc, and readily engaged to pais 
over himfclf to Africa with a fleet and army- 



rocco. 



To enable Rim to fulfil this engagement, he 
iblicited affiftance in troops from his uncle the 
king of Spain, from Ibme Italian powers^ and 
(which fhews how anxious he was to infiire fuc- 
cefs) from the prince of Orange. 



In 
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In anfwer to the application which he made * J^ ^ 
to Philip, that monarch propofed an interview ^— ^^>.., j 
with him, in the town of Guadaloupe in Caftile. ^^'^^ 
Sebaftian agreed to this propo&l; and the Spa* 
nifh hiflorians relate, that, in the interview 
which was held Jfoon afterwards, Philip en- 
deavoured to diflfuade him from his intended 
entcrprife i but that, having found him inflex- 
ible, he promifcd, before they parted, to aflift 
him widi fifty gallics and five thoufand men. 
They add, that not long after, Philip dread- 
ing that the great number of Turks in the fer- 
vice of Muley-Mohic might reduce Morocco 
under the dominion of the Sultan, made an oflFeir 
of his friendftiip to that prince, who, being 
likewife under apprchenfions of danger fi-om 
the Turks, gladly accepted of it, and entered 
into the propofed alliance, The faipc hiflo- 
rians inform us, that about this time Philip 
obtained, through the interceflion of the Vene- 
tians, a truce of three years from the Sultan 1 
and that he was prompted to humble himfelf fb 
fer, as thus to treat with the inveterate ene- 
mies of Chriftianity (which he had never 
vouchfafed to do before), by the anxiety which ^ 

he entertained with regard to the tranfa&ions 
in the Netherlands *. 

• Ferreras, vol. x. p. 306. jiz. 
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^ xvi ^ .The prince of Orange was not Icfs anxious 
*-*^- - *^ concerning the iflue of thefe tranfaftions, yet 
'^^' his condudt was extremely different from that 
of Philip 5 whether it proceeded from his na- 
tive magnanimity, joined with a defirc of giv- 
ing proof, in the fight of all Europe, of the 
ftrength of the confederate provinces, or from 
the hopes of lecuring Sebaftian's friendftiip to 
the confederacy in fonie future periods by 
wWchfoever of thefe motives William was in- 
fluenced on this occafion, he gave the kindcft 
reception to Da Cofta, the Portuguefe ambafla- 
dor, and afterwards fent three thoufand Ger- 
mans to the afliftance of Sebaftian **. 

His army. These troops. With ten thoufand Portuguefe, 
and fome Italians and Spaniards that were fent 
him by Philip, notwithftanding his late treaty 
with Muley-Moluc, made up an army of fifteen 
thoufand men. With this army, and a grtat 
number of pioneers, Sebaftian fet fail from Por- 
tugal in the beginning of fummer one thoufand 
five hundred and feventy-eight, and landed 

«i irrivcs them ail fafe at Arzile and Tangiers, where he 
orocco. ^^^ joined by Mahomet, the exiled king, with 
a body of Moorifh troops. 

Muiey-Aio- MuLEY-MoLuc, having received early in- 
telligence of his defign, had endeavoured to di- 

*» Thuanus, 

* vert 
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Yert him from it, by offering him certain terri- 
tories adjacent to thofe fea-coaft towns in 
Africa which belonged to the crown of Portu- '^^^' 
gal. This heroic prince had been the more fo- 
Ucitous to prevent Sebaftian's invafion, becaufc 
he laboured under an inveterate difeafe, which 
he believed would foon prove mortal ; and he 
was defirous to leave his dominions in peace to 
his brother, whom he confidered as his right- 
ful heir. But when he found Sebaftian deaf to 
his propofal, he had exerted . all his ndtive 
vigour in preparing for his defence, and had 
drawn together an army confifting of more than 
fixty thouland horfe and foot. 

With this ^ army he advanced towards the 
enemy, and when he had arrived within a few 
miles of their camp, as he doubted the fidelity 
of a part of his troops who had formerly been 
attached to, the intereft of his nephew, he pub- 
liflicd a proclamation, giving liberty to all, who 
jQiould incline, to ,pafs over to the Portuguefe. 
But few of them embraced this opportunity 
which was Offered them. His magnanimity, 
and other virtues, had overcome their aittach- , 
ment to Mahomet, and determined them faith- 
fully to fupport their prefent fovereign.' 

Sebastian was earneflly intreatcd by his . impradeflce 
Uioft experienced officers, and by Mahomet, °^^''?^^^^^ 
U 3 ' y/ho 
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B o^ K^ who wis gready difcouraged at feeing fo fman 

i i^*v^.^i a dcferrion from his unclc^s army, to keep 

^^ withm his intrenchmcnts, near the fea-coaft, 

and not to expofe his troops to the rifk of a 

battle $ but that obftbatc, imprudent prince 

rejeded with difdain this wholefome counfel, 

' becaufe he thought that it favoured of timidity, 

and not only led out his army from the camp 

vhich he had fortified, but marched into the 

centre of the country to meet the ^enemy. 

MoLuc's diftemper, in the mean time, had 
made the moil rapid progrefsj yet the ftrcngth 
of his mind was unabated* If he had not 
dreaded the quick approach of death, he, would 
have been fatisfied with cutting off Sebaftiaii'^ 
communication with the fhips, and as the Por- 
tuguefe were badly furnifhed with provifions, 
have brought the war to a conclufion without 
fighting; but he dreaded the effcft which his 
death might produce upon his troops, and 
therefore refolved to bring on, as foon as pof- 
fible, a general engagement. Sebaftian's rafh- 
nefe rendered it eafy for him to execute this re- 
folution. Without regard to the great fuperio- 
rity of Moluc's forces, that infatuated prince 
ventured to advance into an open country, 
where the whole Moorilh army, horfe as well 
as foot, could be employed, Moluc improved 
with great dexterity the advantage which was 

thus 
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thus afforded him. Having drawn up his ^ ^Jj ^ 
army in the form of a half-moon, he went in 
his litter through all the ranks, exhorting his '^^^ 
troops to remember, that their religion and li- 
berty were at ftake ; and affuring them, that by 
whatever pretext Scbaftian had offered to juftify 
his prefcnt unprovoked invafion, his real de- 
fign was, to reduce the Moors to flavery, and 
to extirpate their religion. Then after he had 
given all the inftruftions which he thought ne- 
. ceflary to enfure fuccefs, finding his ftrength 
almoft quite fpcnt, he committed the command 
of the army to his brother, and retired to a 
Jittle diftance from the field. 

The battle was begun with a furious dif- BatOtof 
charge of the artillery j but the two armies 
came fbon to clofe fight, and the Portuguefe 
infantry repulfcd the Moors in different places 
with gr€at flaughter. In the mean time the 
Moorifh cavalry, amounting . to thirty thou- 
fand, having wheeled round from both wings, 
had inclofcd the enemy on every quarterj im* 
mcidiately after which,* they attacked them on 
the flanks, and in the rear, while they were 
purfuing the advantage which they had gained 
over the Moorifh infantry. By the Portuguefe 
horfe, a body of the Moors was repulfcd, and 
driven towards the place to which Moluc had 
retired. Fired with indignation at the fight, 
U 4 • he 



Alcazar. 
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^ XV? ^ ^^ threw himfelf out of his litter, and having 
w-vT— y got on horfcback, by the affiftance of his at- 
'579- tendants, he 'rallied his flying troops, and was 
about to lead them back to the field of battle. 
But by this exertion the fmall remains of his 
ftrength were entirely exhaufted. His officers 
feeing him unable to fupport himfelf on his 
horfe, carried him to his litter, where he faint- 
Death of cd, and only recovered to defire that thofe 
luc/^ about him would keep his death fecret till the 
battle ftiould be decided^ immediately after 
which, putting his finger on his mouth, as a 
further injunftion of fecrecy, he expired, 

j^ ^ . A MORiB flriking difplay of ftrength of mind 
tcr. occurs not in the annals of hiftory. Moluc was 

befides endued with every amiable and refpeft- 
able accomplifhmcnt, being no lefs confpicu- 
ous for juftice and generofitv, and (which were 
rare endowments in a native of Africa) integrity 
and candor,' , than for prudence, vigour, mag- 
nanimity, and fortitude. By his bravery and 
conduft he delivered his .kingdom from the op- 
prefTion of a tyrannical ufurperi and if he had 
lived, he would have ' advanced it to a degree 
of profperity and glory to >yhic}i it has ncvey 
attained, 

His troops remained under a perfuafioiij 
{hat he was ftill a fpedlator of their behaviour. 

* ' Grea; 
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Great numbers of them fell. The Portuguefe, ^ ^^ K 
the Spaniards, and Germans, fought with thq '^■■■^■'- ^ 
moft undaunted intrepidity 5 but the horfe be- '^^^' 
ing driven upon the foot, broke their ranks, 
and threw them into confulion. The Moorifh 
cavalry then paflcd forward in thoufands on 
every fide, and made dreadful havoc among 
them, till almoft all of them were. either flaia , 
or taken prifoners, 

Sebastian himfelf, who ftill furvived the fa- 
tal cataftrophe, had, in the arrangement of his 
troops and in the beginning of the engage- 
ment, afted the part of an expert commander 5 
and he gav^ afterwards many confpicuous proofs 
of the moft heroic valour, flying from rank to 
rank, encouraging and exhorting the troops ; 
expofing himfelf to every danger; and often 
mingling fword in hand with the thickeft of the 
enemy. Having had three horfes killed under 
him and his ftandard-bearer flain, his foldiers, 
in the confufion of battle, miftook another 
ftandard for his, which they flocked round,, 
and left their king almoft alone. The Moors 
called out to him, that if he would furrender, 
they would fpare his life i " but you cannot,'* 
replied he, " preferve my honour," Then ac- 
companied only by the count of Vimiofo, 
Chriftopher Tavora, and Nunno de Mafca- 
re^nas^ he threw himfelf into the midft of the 

enemy. 
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^ x'^a ^ ^'^^"^y* ^^ fought defpcrat^ly,, till Vimiofo 

U--...-L,' and Tavora fell by his fide, and he hirnfclf, 

.*579- breathlefs and cxhauftcdi and unable any longer 

to wield his fword, was feized, and difarmccj 

by the furrounding Moors, 

.rMtbofs^e, These men quarrelled with one another con* 
*^^""' cerning their royal prifoner, and from words 
they had recourfe to arnisi when a Moorifli of- 
ficer coming up, put; an end to the dispute, by 
difcharging a furious ftroke of his fabrc on the 
head of the king^* 

In this manner perilled tlic brave, but ralh 
Sebaftian; whofc fate affords a ftriking in- 
ftancc of the pernicious tendency of courage 
and ambition, when they are not tempered 
with prudence and moderation. About eight 
thouland of his troops were killed, and all the 
reft, except a few who efcaped to Arzile and 
Tangiers, were reduced to flavery. Of the 
nobility the greateft part were flain j and feve- 
r^l of the moft illuftrious families in Portugal 
became extindt*, 

f Th9 account of SebaiHanS death re^^ entirely on the 
tcftimony of Don Nunno de Mafcaregnas, who was an eye- 
witnefs ; nor did De Thou think there was any heafqa for 
calling ic in queftion ; though fome other ao^thors infinoite^ 
that Sebaftian laid violent hands upon himfelf. 

<> Mahomet, the exiled king, was drowned in attempting 
to make hisefcape; and Hamet> Muley-Moluc's hrotheo 
fucceeded to the throne of Fez and Morocco. 

IP Don 
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Don. Henry, grand uncle of Sebaftian, a » ^^.^ 
cardinal and a prieft, fucqccded to the throjie j w->vJ-,» 
but being of a weak and fickly conftitution, po^^H«;iry 
and for advanced in years, there was litde pro- p"^**^ai 
bability either that he would Jiye long, or ^ "^ 
that he would leave any iffue behind him : and 
his Xhort reign ferved only to give the feveral 
pretenders to his kingdom an opportunity of 
preparing to affcrt their clainis to the fuc- 
ceflion. 

The candidates were fcven in number: the candidates 
dutchefs of Braganza, the king of Spain, the ceffio* ^"*'' 
duke of Savoy, Don Antonio Prior of Crato, 
the duke of Parma, Catherine of Medicis, and 
the fovereign pontiff, 

Th£ four firik were grand-children of Emar. 
Duel th^ Great, father of Henry. The dutchefs 
of Braganza w^s daughter of prince Edward, 
Emanuej's fecopd fonj Philip was fon of the 
^mpfcfs Ifabella, hjs eldeft daughter i the duke 
of Savoy, of Beatrix his younger daughter^ 
^nd Don -A^ntonio was a natural Ion of Lewis, 
who was a younger fon of Emanuel, and bro- 
ther to the prefent king. The duke of Parma 
was great grandfon of Emanuel,, by a daughter 
of the above-mentioned prince Edward. . Th? 
Queen-mother of France founded her claim 
Qn her fuppo^d d^fcent from iVlphonfo III. who 

died 
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died about three hundred years before the prc- 
fcnt period; and the pope pretended that Por- 
»579- tugal was feudatory to the fee of R,ome, and 
belonged to him, fincc the male-heirs in the 
direfb line were cxtindt, . Gregory had con- 
ceived a violent defire to make his natural fon 
a king, and he had once flattered himfelf with 
the hopes of making him king of Ireland, 
through the alTiftance of Philip. But as it is 
inconceivable how he could ever expeft to pcr- 
fuade Philip to quit bis claim, fo nothing but 
folly or dotage could have determined him to 
profecute his own, in oppofition to fo powerful 
an antagonift. 

The pretenfions of Catherine of Medicis, 
and her hopes of fuccefs, if ihe entertained any, 
were not lefs chimerical than thofe of the 
pope. It can hardly be believed, that this 
political princefs, could in her prefent com- 
petition, have any other end in view, but \-^ 
obftruft the ambitious defigns of Philip, and to 
furnifh the court of France with pretence for 
oppofing him. 

From the dukes of Savoy and Parma, Philip 
knew that he fhould not meet with oppo- 
fition j fince befides that his claim was better 
founded than theirs, thefe princes were in clofc 
alliance with' him, and depended much upon 

* his 
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his fupport and protjcftion. Gould Don An- 
tonio had proved his mother's marriage, his 
right to the throne would haye been unquef- *^^^' 
tionable. He attempted to prove it, but in vain. 
Still, however, he perfifted in his purpole, and 
with fome addrefs and great aflivity, he gained 
over a confiderable party ampng the people. 
Moft of the nobility, on the other hand, and 
the king himfelf, who knew the vanity of An- 
tonio's pretenfions to legitimacy, were inclined 
to fupport the claim of the dutchefs of Bra- 
ganza* 5 whofe right, they thought, was clearly 
preferable to that of Philip, not only becaufe 
Ihe was defcended from Emanuel by a male, 
and Philip by a female; but becaufe an ancient 
and fundamental law required, that crown 
fhould not be inherited by a ftranger. 

Philip's agents att the court of Lifbon al- PWiy, 
lowed, that if the dutchefs of Braganza's father 
had been alive, his title would have been indif- 
putable; but they maintained, that fince he 
.had died without attaining poffeflion of the 
phrone, nothing but the degree of confangui- 
jity to Emanuel ought to be regarded j and that . 
the dutchefs and he were equal in that re- 
t, the preference was due to a male before a 

'* The dttke of Braganza himfelf was (prung, though 
not ]|^>^re6l line, from the royal blood. 

female. 
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BOOK female. And they farther infiftcd, that the 

K^^y^Lj law which excludes^ ftrangers from inheriting 

*^7^' the crown was not applicable to kim^ finte 

Portugal had formerly belonged to the kings 

of Caftilc* 

. Besides thefe confiderations^ wUch had vefy 
little weight, except with thofe who were for 
other rcafons inclined to cfpoufc Philip's intc- 
reft, the duke de OiTuna, his ambaflador> en^ 
deavoured to imprefs the fcrupulous and timid 
mind of Henry with a pcrfuafion, that, in op- 
pofidon to fo powerful a competitor as the king 
pf Spain, it would be impoffiblc for the duke jof 
Braganza to maintain pofTeflion of the throne ^ 
and that the fruits of all the glorious difcoveries 
and conquefts which had been made by hb fe* 
therand brother would be loft, and the king- 
dom itfclf involved in the calamities of war* 

Don Mcnry - Henry's defire to prevent thefe unhappy 

dIhIi?o?* confequenced, determined him to proceed with 

utorr*"^" great deliberation in examining the pleas of the 

contending parties* He confulted civilians in 

y different parts of EuropCj and called a convene 

tioii of the States of the kingdom, to givt him 

their opinion with refpedt to the meafures pro* 

per to be purfued. The members of the con- 

iventiori differed widely in their fentimcnts from 

each other, and while fome of them advifed 

him. 
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him, without dclay> to nominate for his liic- * ^ ^ 
ceffor whichfocvet of the competitors he thought \,.^^.J 
fit, others exhorted him deliberately ro examint *^^^" 
the federal claims that had been offered. In 
compliance with this laft advrice the candidates 
were cited to Appear; and they all fent commif- 
fioner i who pleaded the caufe of the princes 
whom they rcprefcnted, before Henry, as they 
Would have pleaded an ordinary point of right 
before a civil judge. 

This extraordinary trial, in which fo great Henry's de- 
attention fecmed to be paid to jufticei was ^*"*^**"*' 
fuited to the feeble and irrefolute charafter, as 
weU as to the habits of the king, who had fpent 
his life in liftening to the idle difputes of thco* 
logians. But his condudt was feverely cenlured 
by all men of prudence and underftanding* 
They confidered that the fate of kingdoms caa 
almoft never be decided by the forms or prin- 
ciples of law J and tftey regarded this farcical 
trial, not only as ufelefs for the purpofc which 
was intended, but as calculated to divide the 
Icingdom into fa£tions> which mull fooner or 
later produce a civil war. 

He ought in the beginning* it was faid, to hi$ ;mpru« 
kavc declared himfelf in favour of tlie dutchels . ^^'^' 
of Braganza, whofc right, according to the 
moft common and obvious law of fucceffion* 

was 
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Was unqucftionable ; and who, befides, was 
much more acceptable to the nation, than any 
'^7s- other of the candidates. He ought; after this, 
to have caufcd her right.to be recognifed by the 
convention of the States, who would cheerfully 
have confented to acknowledge it; he ought to 
have required an oath of allegiance to her, in 
the event of his own demife, from the army, 
and all perforis in public offices ; and then, in- 
ftead of lofing his precious time in confulting 
and deliberating, he ought to have employed 
it, in putting the kingdom into a pofturc of 
defence againft the king of Spain. 

But Henry was incapable of forming anjr 
rcfolution that required fo much courage, vi- 
gour, and adlivity. He was no Icfs attached 
to the dutchefs of Braganza, and no lels averfc 
from Philip, than his nobility and people ; yet 
lie ftill continued to deliberate as if he had ex- 
pefted to live for many years* 

In order to extricate himfelf from tfiis per* 
pJexity, Heilry began to think ferioufly of a 
propofal which ,had been made to him by fomc 
of his counfellors, to marry j and accordingly, 
notwithftanding his great age, his infirniities, 
and his having borne fo long the chara6tef of a 
prieft, he fent an ambaflador to folicit a diipen- 
fktion from the pope. There was little proba- 
7 bilifjr 



Digitized by 



Google 



B O O IC. 
XVI. 



>S7i* 



FHILIP IL KING OP SPAIK. 30 j 

bilitf of.his living to fuliii his intendohs> and 
much lefs of his leaving any iflue behind hiinj 
yet Philip, being greatly alarmed at his defign, 
fent Ferdinand dc Caftcllb> a Dominican Friar, 
to difliiade him from it, by reminding him of 
the offence which his marriage would give ta 
all true catholics, abd rile triumjA it would 
afford to the Lutherans, and other feftari'es of 
the age; and when Henry refilled to admit 
CaftellQ to an audience, a circumftance that fur- 
niflied Philip with a ftronger proof of Henry's 
alienation- from him, than any which he had 
hitherto received, he emiiloycd aU his intereft 
at Rome, to prevent the pope from granting 
the difpenfation. 

In the mean time he fpared no pains to con- pwiip^g 
ciliate the favour of the principal nobility; and "*°^^ 
having fpread his emiffaries over the kingdom, 
he publilked a manifefto, in vindication of his 
title, calling upon the people to turn their 
eyes towards bim, as the only perfon who would 
have a right to the throne after the deceafe of 
Ae prefent king. This manifefto, while it in- 
cenfed Henry more than ever againfl: him, 
ferved in no degree the purpofe for which it 
was defigned. The Portuguefe entertained the 
thoughts of falTmg under die dominion of the; 
Caftilians with an hereditary and violent aver- 
fion; and thett was nothing ia the cha- , 

Vol, II. • ' X rafter 
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^ XV? ^ J'^^cr of Philip by which their prejudice could 
i- -M^' .1/ be overcome. 

«579- 

If Henry had availed himfelf of this difpo- 
, fition of his fubjeds, and acknowledged the 
dutchefs of Braganza for his fucceflbr^ almoft 
the whole kingdom would have concurred to 
fupport her claim; and fo great a force might 
have been prepared, as, with the affiftance of 
foreign powers, would have either determined 
Philip to abandon his defign, or have prevented 
him from carrying it into execution* But as 
the duke and dutchefs of Braganza were de« 
tcrred from exerting thcmfelves, by their dread 
of Philip, and the weak irrclblute conduft of 
the king ; fo Henry ftill flattered himfelf with 
the vain conceit, that Philip, as well as the 
other competitors, would fubmit to his de- 
cifion, , 

DonAnto. TOWARDS his nephcw, Henry afted with 
nio declared j^uch Icfs hefitation and referve, than towards 

JUe^itimate. . . 

the Other candidates. Having obtained a bull 
from the pope, empowering him to judge of 
Antonio's claim to legitimacy, he examined 
the witnefles whom Antonio produced to prove 
his mother's marriage; and, having extorted 
from two of them a confeflion of their having 
b^en fuborned, while the other two contra- 
didted cach^ other in delivering their evidence, 

Henry, 
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Heniy, on this foijndation, joined with the cir- ® ^^ ^^ 
ciimftaiicc of the Prior's being mentioned by v—^v--- ^ 
his father in his latter will as his natural fon, '^^^' 
pafled fehtence, declaring him to be ille- 
gitimate. 

Antomio had iiiflUence afterwards to per- 
fuade the pope to recall his bull, on the pre- 
tence of the king's having exceeded his powers^ 
By this treatment Henry was highly exafperated, 
both againil the pope and Don Antonio; and 
he indulged his refentment againft the latter^ 
by banilliing him firft from the court, and af-^ 
terwards from the kingdom. In obedience to ^ 
this fentence, Antonio retired for fome time 
into Caftile; but he fopn returned, and founds 
that his uncle's conduft towards him had riot 
produced that effeft upon the people which 
Henry had expefted. Their attachment to the 
Prior remabed as ftrong as ever; and, as no 
pains were taken to form a party in the intereft 
of the dutchefs of Braganza, great numbers of 
the people were entirely devoted to him, and 
regarded him as their only refource againft the 
tyranny of Spain. 

From this difpofition of the people, together phiKp',mi. 
with the adlivity which Antonio dilplayed in ^^^,p^' 
augmenting the number of his partizans; Philip 
perceived that he muft not fatisfy himfclf with 
X 2 arguments. 
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arguments, manifej[loes> arid private aj^ca- 
rions to individuals, but muft rcfolve to fiip- 
'^^^- port his claim by force of arms* Agreeably to 
this reiblution, he iflued orders for levying 
troops in Spain, Italy, and Germany^ and 
gave inftruftions to the marquis de Sana 
Croce to hold the fleet in readinefs for action. 
He was aware how much reafon he had to 
cxpeft oppofition from feveral of the European 
y powers^ and, in order to prevent tliem from 
being alarmed, he caufcd a report to be pro- 
pagated, that, having entered lately into an 
aUiance with the new king of Morocco^ his 
prefent military preparations were intended for 
an expedition which he had agreed to under- 
take, in conjundtion with that monarch, againfl 
Algiers^ This pretext^ fcrved the purpofc 
which he dcfignedj and neither the king of 
France, nor the queen of England, nor any 
Italian or German prince, fecmed to attend to 
his operations. 

V 

In the mean time, Henry's health declined 
daily, and all about him perceived that his 
death was fall approaching. He appeared now 
more defirous than ever to have his fucceilbr 
fixed; and having for this purpofe fummoned 
the States to meet at Almcrin, he feems to have 
rcfolvcd to declare himfclf either in favour of 
the king of Spain, or the^utchcis ofBraganza, 
4 according 
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according as he (hoidd find the one or the other • ^^ ^ 
of thefe competitors moft acceptable to the Smimm^mm , ^ 
States. But the members of this aflcmbljr *^^'' 
could not agree. Moft of thb nobility and 
ccclefiaftics had, by different means, been 
gained over to the intereft of Philip, while 
the deputies of the cities were animated with 
the moft irreconcilable averfion to his pcrfon 
and government. 

In the midft of their deliberations and dif^ Death of 
putes the king died, leaving the nomination of ^l^\l^] 
his fucceffor to five perfons, to whom he com- 
mitted the regency of the kingdom. 

The firft a£t of the adminiftration of the re- 
gents was to fend ambafladors to Philip, to 
difTuade him from having recpurfc to arms, 
till, according to the will of the late king, they 
fhould deliver their judgment concerning his 
right to the fuccelTion. But to this requeft^ 
Philip, whofe preparations were now completejj 
gave the following reply : *' That his right 
was clear and indifputable j that he would not 
fubmit it either to the regents, or to the States i 
and that he did not defire to have any judgmest 
whatever pafTcd in confirmation of it." 

By this anfwer the regents were thrown into 

great perplexity. A majority of them ftood 

X 3 w«U 
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* $y^ ^ y^^^ afFcftcd tow;irds Philip, but they were 
' ^ r" ^ prevented from declaring in his favour, by 
*^'** their dread of the indignation of the people, 
and were obliged to iffuc orders for equiping 
the flpet, and ftr^ngthening die fortifications 
and garrifons of the frontier towns. But the 
great exertion whiqh had been made lately by 
Scbaftian, and the exhaufted ftate to which the 
kingdom had been reduced, by the numbcrlefs 
expeditions to India and America, from which 
no fruit had been yet derived, fufficient to com- 
penfatc either for the expence which they had 
cofl, or the lofs of men which they had occa^ 
fioned, rendered it impoffible for the regents, 
if they had been ever fo much inclined, to fe- 
cure the kingdom againft fo great a force as the 
Spanifh monarch had prepared, 

pia^Vf Hi? army, including four thoufand pioneers, 

^j^ jirpountcd to thirty-five thoufand men, and his 
fleet confifted pf thirty pen of war, fcyenteen 
fjrigates, and feyenty gallies and fhips of bur- 
den loaded with proyifions and military ftores. 
It was not likely that fo great a fleet and army 
•would find employment in iubduing a kingdom 
fo ill prepared for defence, and fo much weak- 
ened by intcftine diyifions, gs Portugal at the 
prefcnt period. , But befides that Philip was, 
from natural temper, generally cautious to cx- 
fcfs in His military enterprifes, it fhould feeip 
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that, m the prcfcnt cafe, he regarded the im- ^ ^^ ^ 
portance of the prize more than the difficulty of ^-v"*-i> 
attaining it ; unlefs it be fuppofed, that he ftiU '^ ** 
had reafon to apprehend that the French and 
£ngliih would interpofe. 

He gave the command of the fleet to the comnumd. 
marquis of Santa Croce, who was reckoned crocc, *"^* 
the ableft naval officer in Spain. But he hefi- 
tated for fome time with regard to the perfbn 
whom he Ihould place at the head of his land- 
forces. His heiitatipn, however, did not pro- 
ceed from any doubt which he entertained with 
regard to the merit and abilities of his generals. 
For the duke of Alva was ftill alive; whom 
Philip knew to be pofleflcd of every qualifica** 
tion rcquifite to fccure the fuccefs of his in- 
tended cntcrprife. 

Alva, upon his return from the Nether- and the 
lands, had been admitted by Philip to the fame ^^If 
degree of favour and confidence which he had 
formerly enjoyed. But his fon, Don Gracia dc 
Toledo, having debauched one of the maids of 
honour, under a promife of marriage, Philip 
had put liim under arreft, and given orders 
that he Ihould not be releafed till he Ihould con- 
fent to fulfil his engagement: notwithftanding 
which, his father had affifted him in making 
his efcapei and, in order cffeftually to difap- 
X j^ point 



Digitized by 



Google 



^n HISTORY O? THE REIGW OF ' 

* xAa * P^°^^ ^^^ king's intention, had ccmolttded % 
\m»m ^ * md i matTiage between him atid his couiin, a dax^« 
*^'** tcr of the marquis of Vifldna, 

Philip, highly provoked with this contempt 
of his authority, had baniflicd the duke from 
court, and confined him to the cafUc of U2eda, 
Alva bore this indignity with extreme impa- 
tience, and perfuadcd the pope, and fome 
other foreign princes, to employ their inter- 
ceflion in his behalf $ but all his applications for 
-fbrgivenefs had hitherto been incfie£lual, and 
he had remained almoft two years in confine^ 
xnent. This feverity^ cxercifed for fo frnaU 
an dflfcncc, towards an dd friend and iervant, 
in the decline of life, was by fome afcribed to 
Philip's imperious temper, and his implacable 
refentments whilft others faid, that he had 
been long difgufted with Alva's arrogance; and 
that the duke's conduct: in (he^^air of hfsfon, 
was only a pretence which Philip made ufc of, 
to juftify himfclf for difmiffing from his pre- 
fence a man whofc temper and manners wcr« 
become intolerable^ 

To whichfoevcr of thcfe motives Philip's 
treatment of Alva could be afcribed, it was ex* 
peAed, that neither h)s pride, nor his natural 
fufpicion and diftruft, would have fuffered him 
td commit the charge of an ^nt?rprifc of fo 

great 
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gr^at impottzfict as Ac prefect, tb om to- * ^ <> >t 
wards whom he had fhc^n himlUf fo inexo«* \ymyt\^ 
rable; and it excited great furprifc, when fat '^*^ 
lent two of his fecretaries to the duke> to in-» 
quire whether his health would permit him to ' 
undertake the command of the army which he ! 

had prepared for the conqueft of Portugal. To ^ 
this inquiry, Alva, without hefitation, replied, 
that K,e was ready to devote the little health and 
ftrcngt'K that were lef^ him to the fcrvice of 
the king ; and immediately afterwards he 1^ 
out for Barajas to receive his inftruftions. He 
defired liberty to pay his rcfpedts to Philip gt • 
Madrid. But fo ungracious was this princt 
even towards fuch of his minftcrs as he efteenf • 
cd the moft, and fo incapable of entirely for- 
giving any oflFencc or injury, that he refufed to 
grant Mm admittance into his prefeoce; anii» 
having tranimitted his inflru£l:ions to him at * 

Barajas, he ordered him to join the army as v 

foon as poflible. Thofe who remembered the 
barbarous cruelty which Alva had exerciied iti 
the Netherlands, were not forry for the morti- 
fication which he fufFered on the prefent occa- 
(ion i but they could not with-hold the tribute . 

ofapplauie which was due to him, on account 
of that inflexible fidelity fo becoming in a Aib* 
jcift towards the fovcreign, which determined 
Jiiim, in the extremity of old age, to expofe 
JuoUelf to al) the hazards and hardfliips of 

war. 
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^ o o K war. in order to advance the intereft of a 

XVI 

j_ ^-- J prince by whom he had been treated fb un-. 
' '580. gratefully. 

March of pROM Barajas Alva went, as foon as he had 

the sptnifli received his inftruftions, to join the troops, 

J1111CX580. which were aflembled at Badajox; and (bon 

afterwards he be^n his march towards Elvas 

and OJivenja. Thcfe, and all the other towns 

which lie north from the Tagus, as fax as Se- 

tubal, on the weftern coaft, though extremely 

.averfe to the Spanifli government, yet being 

utterly unprepared for rcfiftancc, opened their 

gates and proclaimed Philip for their fo- 

vereign. 

The marquis de Santa Crocc, who had fct 
fail with the fleet from Port St. Mary near 
. Cadiz, found the fame facility in reducing Faro, 
Lagos, and other towns on the coaft of Al- 
^rva and Antcjo ; and he came in fight of Se- 
tubal, in a few days after the arrival of the 
land-forces at that place. 

Progrefsof HiTHERTO almoft no blood had been fhcd, 
the spaniih j^^d neither the fleet nor army had met with 
any oppofition to retard their progrefs. The 
duke of Alva intended next, to march without 
delay to the capital, but it was neceflary, he 
thought, to proceed now with greater circum- 

Ipedion 



arms. 
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Ipedtion than before, as Don Antonio, had * ^ ^ 
drawn together a confiderable body of forces, ^ ■-^ — ij 
had been admitted into Lifbon, where he was '^ 
proclaimed king by the people, and had 
ftrengthcned feveral of the towns and forts by 
which the Spanifli army muft pafs in their ap- 
proach to that city. 

Three ways of reaching Liibon were pro- 
pofed in a council of war that was held on this 
occafion* One of ihefe was to crofs the Ta- 
gus, fome miles above the city, at the towns 
of Almerin and Santaren; another, to fend 
round the fleet to Almada, and to put the 
troops on board at that place, which, lies al- 
moit dire&ly oppodte to Lifl)on ; and the third, 
to carry the army round by. fca from iSetubal to 
Cafcaes. The two firft <jf thefe ways was 
thought preferable to the laft, by moft of the 
officers, becaufe they were lafer; yet the laft 
was embraced by the duke of Alva. He ac- 
knowledged the juftnefs of what his officers ad- 
vanced in fupport of their opinion, but he ob- 
fcrved that as the fleet was at hand, the army 
could be immediately put bn board; that the 
paflage to Cafcaes was not long, and that, as 
the enemy were ill prepared for their defence, 
his fuccefs would be g'ready facilitated by the 
celerity of his approach, 

AlVA 
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BOOK Alva was not difappointed in his txpc&SL- 
'^^>-^-l ^ tion of the cfFcft which his fuddcn arrival was 
*5^' calculated to produce upon the Portugucfe. 
They were drawn up along the lhorc> as if dicy 
had intended to cjifputc his landing; but no 
fooner liad the fhips begun to fire upon them, 
than they retired, and fuffered hini to land, 
and put his men in order, without giifing him 
the fmalleft moleftation. They might ftiU 
have obftrufted his approach to Cafcaes, as 
his road thither lay over a hill, defended with 
a battery of cannon, and full of rugged rocks 
and brambles, of which Don Diego de Mencfes, 
commander in chief of the Portugucfe under 
Don ^ntonio, had taken poffeffion with be- 
tween three and four thoufand men. Alva 
ordered the Spaniards to attack jhem, without 
being deterred, either by the ftrength of the 
ground or the number of the enemy. An 
old experienced officer, of the name 6f Ba- 
riettos, an intimate friend of Alva's, afked him 
in a whifper, Whether his attempting, with fo 
little precaution, to diflodge an enemy fo. 
ftrongiy fituated, did not refemble the aftion 
of an ardent young warrior, rather than that 
of an experienced general? Alva fmilcd, and 
' replied. That a good general ought, on fomc 
occafions, to employ the prudence and circum- 
Jpeftion of old age, and in others, the ardour 

and 
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and conscience of youths The event (hewed ^ o^ ^ 
that his condudt, though apparently ralh, was 
well adapted to the prefent cirQumftatnccs. 
The Spaniards, inipired with their generaUa 
confidence, advanced boldly, and the Portu- 
guefc (almoft all of whom were raw, and un- 
difciplined) retreated without waiting for their 
approachi 

Alva laid fiege immediately afterwards to 
the town and caftle of Cafcaes, and by the 
brilknefs of his operations he foon compelled 
the garrifon to furrenden But on this occa- 
lion . he fuUied that renown which his wifdom 
and vigour would have procured him, by the 
cruelty which he exercifed towards fuch of the 
PortOjguele as had thrown thcmfelves upon his 
mercy. In violation of his jpromifc to Don 
Antonio de Caftro, lord of Cafcaes, who had 
joined him upon his firft arrival in the kingr- 
dom, he gave up the town to be plundered by 
the Spaniards, and having lent all the foldiers 
in the garrifon to the gallies, he put to deatht 
without any form of trial, Don Diego dc 
Meneii^, a nobleman of an illuftrious family, 
and one who, on account of his perfonal merit, 
was univerfally relpefted and beloved. To 
this barbarity Alva was prompted by private 
reicntment againft Menelcs's although it may 

^ Thaaotti, lib* ha. c. x. 

be 
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^ XVI ^ ^ prcfumcd that he would not have ventured 
Vi :-.^. r >u to indulge it on the prefcnt occafion, had he 
*^ npt known that his conduft was conformable 
to the fentiments of the king. It was calculat- 
ed to infpire the Portuguefe with terror, but it 
fcrved likewife more than ever to alienate their 
afFeftions j and confidering how much fiipcrior 
the Spanilh fleet and army were to any force 
which had been prepared to oppofe them, it 
could not be coloured with the tyrant's or- 
dinary plea of neceffity. 

From the town of Cafcaes, Alva led his army 
againft the forts of St. John and Belen, both 
which he foon reduced to the neceflity of lur- 
renderingi and being feconded in his opera- 
tions by the fleet, the example of thefe places 
was quickly followed by Almada^ and almoft 
all the other fortified towns on both fides of 
the river. 

Don An- DuRiNG thefc tranfaftions, Don Antonio, af- 
ter having, from a confcioufnefs of the weak- 
nelsof his party, cfTayed in vain to obtain ad- 
vantageous terms from Philip, had pitched his 
camp, with all the forces which he could coi- 
led, on the eaft fide of the river of Alcantara, 
on the road to Lifbon. 

Alva 
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AlVa amufed himfelf for (everal days with 
the hopes of an accoihmodation^ in order to 
alFord time for the operation of a Ipirit of *^*^ 
defpondency that prevailed in Antonio's army. 
Meanwhile he omitted- not. to procure the moft 
accurate information concerning the fituation 
and ftrength of his camp; and^ on the (25th of . 
Auguft, he refolved to attack it. Before he 
could approach the entrenchments, it was ne- 
cefiary that he ihould make himfelf mafter of 
the bridge of Alcantara, or lead his army to a 
confiderable diftance up the river, the banks of 
which were fo fteep and ruggedy as rendered 
it impoflible to tranfport either horfe or foot in 
fight of thc« enemy. Having drawn up his 
main army in order of batde,, dircftly oppo* 
fite to the PortLiguefe camp, he lent the horfe 
under his fon Ferdinand de Toledo, and two 
thouland fdtSt infantry, under Sancio d'Avila, 
to crofs the river feveral miles higher, where 
the banks were, prafticable, whilft he ordered 
Colonna, with the Italians, to make an aflault 
upon the bridge. 

Colonna's troops were twice repulfed, but 
in the third onfet, being fupported by a body of ' 
Germans, which the duk-c fent to their affift- 
ance, they drove the Portugucfe before them, 
and fecured poffeflion of the bridge. 

Soon 
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,: Soov ftfterwtrtjs Tokclo and d'Avik appear- 
ed. The Fortugat&y aftomfbed at the fight 
Defe^ of them, and dreading that>thcir communica- 
^^^/"^^ tion widi tte cky might he inisrcepoed, dircw 




gnefe under 



down their arsis after a fliort refiftance^ and 
jbetook tbemfehres to flight. The Spaniards 
purfhed, wd flew between two and three du>u« 
tutd befoir they cookl reach die town* 

Don Antonio^ wlio diiplayed on this ocxrafion 
neither fbrtitude nor condudt, had fled widi 
liis troqps to Liibon* There he knew that he 
J^ould not remain long in fiifecy^ as, faefides the 
infqffic^ency of the fortificadons, the magi- 
jtratesi and many of the inhabioints, were dif- 
afle&^d to his interefl:; aiKl therefore, imme- 
diately afbr r^eafing all the prifoners in the 
^ity (a poor expedient to recruit his rained 
firmy),. hf. let out, attended by the count dc 
y imiofp, and the bifhop of la Guarda, with a 
fmall number of troops, for the town of 
^antaren. 

The magiftratcs of Llfbon did not hefitate a 
moment in refolving to fubmit to the con- 
queror, and the town was, immediately after 
jhe batde, delivered into his hands. The Por- 
tuguefe fleet at the fame time ftruck their co- 
Jours to the marquis dc Santa Croce^ and rcccir- 

cd 



Digitized by VjOOQLC 



PHILIP .11. KING OF SPAIN, iii 

cd fuch a number of his Gaftiltans on board as » |^o k 

gave him the entire command; s-^-y.!--/ 

1580. 

It was nov^ become Philip's mtercft to pro- cru«i treat- 
iridc far the fecurity of Lifbon and its faburbs, pt^^t^^uerc! 
^s much as for that of any of his towns in 
Spain; and Alva fo faf fulfilled his cngage- 
tncnt with the magiftrates, as to prevent any* 
formiidable number of his troops from entering 
the town i but he gave up the fubufbs (which 
were at that time no kfs confiderable fhah fh'c 
town iffelf*) to be i-anfacked and plundered, 
without making any dfftinftion between the 
friends and enemies of the king. He fufFered 
them likewife to pillage the houfes of fuch of 
the inhabitants within the town as had difcb- 
vered any attachment to Don Antonio, arid he 
allowed parties to go out arid pluridcr all the 
country and villages in the neighbourhood. A 
Spariilh hiftorian fays, that the foldiers com- 
mitted rfiefe enormities without the duke's per- 
iniffion, yet no piJnilhment was ever infliftecJ 
on them, and no reftitiitiori \^as ever made to' 
the many thouland innocent perfons, who were 
involved in the fame conimon ruin with ther 
guilty. 

AlFTER a condu<5l {o barbarbu^ and impolitic; 
there was litrie reafon to exped that the people 

« Thuanus, 1. Ixx. c. jk 
VouII.. Y d 
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^ XV? ^ ^^ Vfl>on would be able foon to overcome their 
u -y-ii^ averfion to the SpaniQi government. From 
*^** their dread of Alva's tyranny they took the 
oath of allegiance which was prefcribcd to 
themj and, from the fame motive, they were 
prefent at thofe public rejoicings which he ap- 
pointed to be celebrated on account of his fuc- 
cefs ; but being unable to conceal the anguifli of 
their minds, the acclamations which they ut- 
tered were feeble, and intermixed with fighs 
and groans. 

The duke of Alva's Joy, foon afeer his en- 
trance into Lilbon, was interrupted by intelli- 
gence which he received from Spain, that Philip 
had fallen fick, and that his phyficians were ex- 
tremely apprehcnfive of the iflue of his diftem- 
per. Alva knew that the king's death, ac this 
crifis, would probably render all his labours and 
fuccefs in Portugal abortive, and therefore 
he fufpendcd for a while the profecutioft of 
the war. 

^ZST' ^^ ^^^^ interval Don Antonio exerted him- 
Don An- f^lf with great adivity, and employed every 
expedient which he or his partizans could dc- 
vife. to raife another army, flattering himfclf 
with the hope of being able to . maintain kis 
ground, till the French, or fomc other foreign 
power, Ihould be perfuadcd to efpoufe his 

caufc. 
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caufc. In the town of Santaren he had lately b o o ic 
been received by the people as their dnly right- ^i--^»'nJ^ 
ful fovereignj and every mark of afFeftion and ^^^®* 
refpedt had been flicwn him j yet fo great a 
change had his defeat and flight produced, that % 
they refufed to admit him within the town till 
he engaged that he fhould not remain in it be- 
yond a limited time 5 artd^ immediately after his 
departure, they fent ambaflador5 to the duke of 
Alva with an oflfer of fubmiflion; 

From Sa:ritaren Antoriid direfted his courft 
northwards^ and in the province which lies be- 
tween Minho and DoiirOj he prevailed upoii 
eight or nine thoufarid of the inhabitants to take 
up arms. With thefe tumultuary troops he pro- 
cured adn^ittance, partly by force and partly by 
perfuafionj firft into Aveiro^ and afterwards into 
the city of Oporto ; but in both thefe places he 
cxercifcd a degree of feverity towards thofc 
whom he fufpe&cd to be his enemies, that was 
extremely ill calculated to increafe the number 
of his friends. 

He remained at Oporto till he was informed 
that the duke of Alva^ being delivered from 
his anxiety with regard to the king's health, 
had fent a part of his forces againft him, under 
Sancio d'Avila, who was advancing towards 
the banks of the Douro with great rapidity. 
Y 2 D^AvUa 
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D'Avila had under his command only five or fix 
thoufand horfc and foot, and Antonio's army 
confiftcd of about nine thoufand j but from p^ 
experience, the latter was deeply fcnfiblc of the 
difference between his undifciplined forces and 
thofe of d'Avila, and he was well acquainted 
with the ch^raftcr of that general j who, in the 
Netherlands> and other places, had given the 
moft confpicuous proofs of military (kill and in- 
trepidity. His fafety, he knew> depended on 
his preventing the Spaniards from crofling the 
Douro, which, for many miles above Oporto, 
was fo deep and rapid, that without boats they 
could not attempt to pafs it. He exerted him- 
felf therefore with diligence in removing the 
boats and barks from the fouth fide of the 
river, and planted his troops at different places 
on the north fide, to watch the motions of the 
enemy. 



Progrcfe of 
the Spani> 
ardt under 



In the mean time d'Avila advanced, and 
took poffeffion of . Villanova, a little town 
which ftands oppbfite to Oporto. From that 
place he fent a party of his troops in fearch of 
boats ; who returned without fuccels : but 
d'Avila being refolved to omit nothing in his 
power to accomplifti his defign, fent them 
back with orders to purfue their march a great 
way further up the river, which they did ac- 
cordingly, and collected about twenty boats, 

from 
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from places at fo great a diftancc from Oporto^ ^ ^^ ^ 
that Antonio had judged it unneceflary to re- u>^^-'-i 
move them. Still, however, moft of the Spa- '5^"*' 
nilh officers thought it impra<5ticable to effec- 
tuate their paffage with fo fmall a number ; 
and it was impoffible to bring them down the 
river, on account of fome armed veffels which 
Antonio kept ready to intercept them. Tb re- 
medy this inconvenience, d'Avila ordered a 
part of his troops to march iip to the place 
where the boats lay, and there he tranfported 
them, without oppofition, to the other fide. 
Thefe troops had time to intrench themfelves, 
before the enemy received intelligence of their 
landing; and, under the fhelter of their in- 
trenchments, the reft of the forces were imme- 
diately carried over in the fame way. 

-' This unexpected fuccefs in the beginning of Defeat ©« 
his entcrprife, gave d'Avila the higheft afliir- tonL 
ance of viftory, and dcmonftrated how little 
reafon he had to dread the efforts of an enemy, 
who, on fo critical an • occafion, had fhewn 
themfelves fo deficient both in courage and 
vigilance. Their condudl afterwards was fuch 
is their negligence and cowardice, in permit- 
ting the Spaniards to land in fmall bodies, one 
after another, gave reafon to expeft. D'Avila 
drove them before him, till, with very little 
bloodlhed, they were entirely routed and dif- 
* , Y 3 perfed. 
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? 1^^ ^ pcrfcd This aftivc general loft no time in 
Vm^r^^ fending a party of horfe \\i purfuit of Don An- 
^' - jtonio^ who had fled, accompanied tiy a fmall 
number of his partizaps, to Viana, a town on 
jthc fca-coaft ncv the northern frontier of the 
jcingdom. Upon the approach of the Spa- 
fiiards to that place, he attempted to rnake his 
pfcape by fea^ but was driven back by a violent 
ftorm, which pyertpok him fpon after he had 
pmbarked. He then difmiflfed his attendants, 
and, difguifing himfelf in the drpfs of a com- 
pion lailor, eluded the fearch of his purfuers. 
Philip had recourfe to his favourite weapon, 
a profcription, and offered a reward of eighty 
^houfand ducats to any perfon who ihould de- 
liver hinj into hjs iiand§. Notwithftanding 
this, fo great was the averfion pf the Portu- 
guefe towards the Caftilian government, or 
fuch their attachment to Antopio, that no per- 
fon was tempted by the proffered reward, 
f ithcr to feize him, or to give information of 
the place of his retreat. Antonio remained in 
the country between the Minhp and Douro 
from Noyember till May, liviog fomettmes 
in the houfes of the nobility, and fometime^ 
in monafteries and convents, till he found ai^ 
^ ppportunity of going by fea to France. 

- Bntifc foj)- • After, thp dlfperfion of thp Prior*s army, all 
Fw^^\ the towns between ihc Minho and Douro open- 
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ed their gates, and fubmitted to the conqueror. 
The regents appointed by the late king had 
fome time before declared themfelves for Phi- 
lip ; and the duke of Braganza, who feemed 
to- have defpaired from the beginning of being 
able to aflert his wife's title to the throne againft 
{6 potent an antagonift, had taken the fame oath 
of fidelity and allegiance that was required fron* 
Others, 



The colonies in America, Africa, and the ©fthccdo. 
Indies, which belonged to the crown of Portu- - 
gal, quickly followed the example of the mo- ' 

ther-country ; nor did Philip find employment 
for his arms in any part of the Portugucfe do- 
rninions but the Azores, where Antonio'^ ageijits 
had perfuaded.the people to proclaim him king^ 
Some troops which were fent againft them un- 
jdcr an officer of the namt of Vald^s, were 
defeated by the governor of Angra. In the 
following year Antonio obtained from the 
court of France a fleet of fixty fhips> with 
about fix thoufand troops, which he landed on 
one of the , ifles called St. Michael ; but the 
inarquis of Santa Crpce coming upon him with 
a fleet and army much fupcrior to his, obtained 
a decifive viftory over the French both by fea 
^nd land, and afterwards reduced all the inha- 
Y 4 bitants 
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^ x\^ ^ bitants to a ftatc of entire fubjeaion ami obcr 



i{8o. 



dience 



f 



Th? fliccels of Philip-s arms, apcj the great 
accefllon of dominion which he had thereby acr 
(juired, occafioned much anxiety to the neigh- 
touring powers ; and excited in the Dutch and 
Flemings the moft alarming apprchenfions. 
They had with infinite difBculty withftood hij 
cfFortSi while he was employed in the purluit of 
that plan of conqueft which he haji now carried 
into execution ; and they feemed, at this time^ 
to have much 'greater reafon than ever to dread . 
that they fhould fooh be obliged to fubmit to 
whatever terms of peace he Ihbuid be pleafedto 
prefcribe. Yet, as will appear from the fequcl, 
Philip's acquifition of the Portuguefe dominions 
in India fcrved father to expofe him to the 
affaults of his revolted fubjefts, than to fur-^ 
nifli him with the means of fubduing them, 
and rontributed more than any other event to 
that wealth and greatnels which they afterwards 
attained^. 



' Atitonio* cfcaped, and once more returned to France, 
and the ^aarquis de Santa Croce treated all his French pri* 
foners as piriites, becajife war bad not been declared between 
jf ranee and Spaip, 

J Thuani ]^\{k. fui temp. an. 1579-80. Cabrera» 1. xiu. 
JFerreras, partxv.&c. 
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HILE Philip's arms were employed in ^ 3 ^ ^ 
fubduing the Portugucfe, the prince of ^ .-y'^j 
Parnfa had little room for the exertion of that statllf'af- 
aftivityand cnterprife, by which his charadfcer feirsintho 

J . , i.n. .n 1 T-r . Nether- 

was fo cmmently diftmguilhed. Having, ac- lands. 
cording to his late agreement with the fouthern 
provinces, difmifled his Spanifh arid Italian 
forces, he had thereby weakened his army fo 
much as to render it unable to keep the field. 
The States of thefe provinces had laboured in 
vain to fulfil their part of the agreement. Their 
finances were exhaufted, all their levies were 
carried on flowly, and their cavalry were fo few 
jn number, that they had been obliged to con-t 

fent 
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* ^^ ^ ^^^^ *^^ Farncfe fliould retain fomc of the fo- 
^-^. -^ reign horfe for his body-guard. 

It was fortunate for him, that at this junc- 
ture the confederates were in a fimilar ftate of 
wcaknefs. After the departure of their auxilia- 
ries, only a fmall number of troops remained ; 
and after the revolt of fo many of the nobility, 
and the death of the count de Boflut, which 
happened about this time, there was fcarcely a 
finglc officer,* a native of the Netherlands, 
whom they could intruft with the chief com- 
mand. Matthias, a young man of no experi- 
ence, bore the name, but was incapable of dif- 
charging the duties of governor. The whole 
weight of the adminiftration lay upon the prince 
of Orange, who was involved in an endlefs 
maze of the moft intricate polidcal ncgocia- 
tions ; and without his continual prefence, ac- 
tivity, and vigilance, the weak frame of the 
confederacy would quickly have fallen to pieces. 
William was therefore obliged to leave the di- 
f reftion of military aflfairs to the count of Ren- 

ncberg. La Noue, and Norrisi and although 
thefe men were not deficient either in fpirit and 
intrepidity, or in prudence and good condud, 
yet they neither had forces fufficient to under- 
take any impprtaht enterprife, nor means to fup- 
port fuch as were under their command*. 

* Bendvoglip^ 'part ii. lib. i* 

Thi 
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The greatcft part of Brabant and Flanders ^^^JJ^"^ 
had acceded to the unten of Utrecht j but the v-->^>^ ^ 
ftrength of the confederacy was not propor- '^ 
tioned to its extent. The union of the feveral 
members was not fufficienlty compaft, the ad- 
miniftration was not properly . afcerjained,, and 
there was no common centre of power and au- 
thority eftablifhed. The troops were fcattered 
in fmall bodies throughout the provinces ; no 
adequate provifion was made for their pays 
they lived at free quarters on the inhabitants j 
and, as luxury is the copftant attendant of Keen- 
tioufnefs, the country was miferably oppreflcd 
and plundered, and the people reduced to an 
incapacity of ilirniihing the neceffary contri- 
butions and fupplies. In this fituation many 
perfons lamented that they had not embraced 
the opportunity lately aiEForded them, of mak* 
ing their peace with the king; and they began 
to accufe the prince of Orange, who had ad- 
vifed theni to rejcft the conditions that had 
been offered, of having preferred- his private 
intereft to that of the provinces. A Ipirit of 
difcontent prevailed every where, except in 
Holland and Zealand, and if was generally be- 
lieved, that they muft foon cither make their 
peace with the king of Spain, or cleft ibmc 
other fovereign able to deliver them from 
the, calamities with which they* were over- 
whelmed. 

- The 
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*xviL^ The prince of Orange was at this time in 
x^^m^^'mj Ghent, employed in quieting the difturbanccs 
The eauies above^mcntioned. At the dcfire of the States 
^&!"^^^^' h^ publifhed a vindication of his conduct, toge- 
ther with his fentiments concerning the caufes 
of that diftr^fs in which the' provinces were in- 
volved, and the means of their deliverance. As 
what he faid on this occafion, and fome weeks 
afterwards, in the aflembly of the States at Ant- 
werp, contains an intcrefting view of the fituation 
pf the Netherlands at the preft^nt period, it will 
not be improper to lay before the reader an ab- 
ftradl of the principal particulars. 

ibcpiained . He began v/ith complaining of the injufticc 
prince of of thofe by whom he had been accufed of hav- 



Orange, 



ing contributed to render ihcffedual the late ne- 
gociation for peace at Cologn. " For no per- 
fon in the Netherlands, he faid, had greater 
reafon than himfelf to wifh for peace, fince 
without it he gould never hope to obtain either 
the liberty of his fon, whom he had not feen 
for many years, or the recovery of the many 
rich inheritances which he h^d loft, or the 
power of paffing the remainder of his life, which 
now began to decline, free from, labour and 
anxiety. But while for thefe reafons, joined 
with compaflion for the mifcries of the people, 
po perfon could more ardently defire to have 
an end put to the war, he could not help con- 

fidcring 
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fidering war, with all its calamities, as infinitely 
preferable to the proffered peace ; by one arti- 
cle of which many hundred thoufands of the '^*®' 
inhabitants would have been driven into ex- 
ile J and by another, all who remained ex- 
pofcd to the cruelty of the Spaniards, without 
any fecurity either for their liberty or their lives, 
but the promifes of thofe by whom the moft 
folemn oaths had been often violated. Thefc . 
were hot his fcntiraents only of the peace that 
had been offered, but the fentiments likewife 
of the States, and pf all the finccre friends of 
their country; nor could that detraftion and 
calumny in which many perfons had of late 
indulged themfelves, be afcribed to any other 
caufe, but the fecret machinations of thofe, 
who, from felfifh views, were' defirous of re- 
ducing the Netherlands under the Spanifh 
yoke, 

" There was much ground, he acknow- 
ledged, for complaining of the irregularities of 
which the troops had been guilty in fome of the 
provinces; but nothing could be more unjuft 
than to throw the blame on thofe who were in- 
truded with the reins of government. The go- 
vernors of States ought to be judged of fome- 
times by the orders which they iffued, and not 
by the fuccefs with which their meafures were 
accompanied i for what could it avail to inter- 

pofc 
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* xvn ^ P^^^ ^^^^^ authority, when they wanted powcf 
u - yl^ to enforce obcdichce ? The difrcgard Ihcwn by 
*^^ many, to the orders of the States, and council, 
was the principle fource of the evils complained 
of. In all the provinces, except Holland and 
Zealand, there was fcarccly a finglc town that 
would admit the garrifons appointed for its de- 
fence. To this was to be abfcribed that facility 
with which the enemy had made themlclvcs 
maftefs of AUoft, and other places j and it was 
owing to the fame caufc, that the troops were 
fo much fcattercd throughout the - provinces ; 
the cdnfequence of which was, that the inha- 
bitants of the country and of the open towns, 
fufFering equally from the forces of the States 
that lived at free quarters upon them, and from 
the incurfions of the enemy, were totally dif- 
abled from contributing their Ihare of the pub- 
lic expences. Thus there was no fund fufE- 
cient for the regular payment of the troops f 
without which, it was in vain to expe6l either 
that they qould be. kept under proper difcipline, 
or employed fuccefsfully in any important en- 
terprife. 

" To remedy the abufes complained oG thd 
moft efFeftual method was to place numerous 
garrifons in the frontier towns^ For if this 
were done, the great number of fmall garrifons 
would become unnpceffaryi and the interior 

parts 
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parts of the provinces being thereby delivered ^ J^ ^ ^ 
both from the oppreflions of their friends and the r*-'-^--'-t 
devaftation^ of the enemy, the people would be . '*^ 
more able to furnilh their proportion of the fup- 
plies, the troops would be paid more regularly, 
and difcipline more eafily maintained. 

^^ Thb States ought not however to ftop there, 
but to exert thcmfelves ftrenuoufly in drawing • 
together fuch an army of regular forces, as 
might face the enemy in the ficldi or at leaft 
difturb and interrupt their operations. It was' 
their want of fuch an army that had occalioned 
the lofs of Maeftrichti and, if care were not 
taken to lupply that want, there was ground to 
apprehend, that the confederacy would foon be 
ftript of all the towns in the inland provinces^ 
But in order to carry this, or any other expedi- 
ent into execution, it was neceflary that, inftead 
of fuffering each town or province to difpofe of 
its troops and contributions as it thought fit, a 
fenate or council Ihould be eftablilhed, with au- 
thority to determine every thing relative to the 
application of the public funds and the condu(5l 
of thc^ war. 

" He was far from intending that this coun- 
cil (hould be inverted with the power either of 
impofing taxes or of enafting laws. He meant 
only that it fhould be empowered to levy fuch 
9 taxes 
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* ^vS ^ t^xcs as were impofcd, and to execute fuch laws 
w ^i - v>— -^ as were enafted by the general States of the 
'^^ union. That it fhould not be fubjc6t to be 
controuled by particular towns or provinces j 
nor obliged, in applying the public money, 
diftributing garrifons, and regulating the mo- 
tions of the troops, to have recourfe on every 
emergency to the States; but fhould have 
fuch a degree of difcretionary power conferred 
upon it, as would enable it to fcize the opportu- 
nities of aftion when they offered, and to con- 
duft the operations of die war with fecrccy and 
difpatch." 

William Besides thefe and fome other points of lefs 

confcdc- importance, William ventured, both in the writ- 

Bouncl^ '^' ing which he publilhcd, and afterwards in the af- 

their aiicgi- f^j^^jy ^f jj^g Statcs, to explain his fentiments 

concerning another fubjeft, which he had long 
revolved, and concerning which he had founded 
the inclinations of niany of the deputies. Hav- 
ing, before the prcfent period, defpaircd that 
peace could ever be reftored between the king 
and the confederated provinces, he exhorted the 
deputies to confider, whether they were not now 
in a fituation which required that, renouncing 
their allegiance to Philip, they fhould transfer it 
to fome other prince, who was able and willing to 
defend them. 

In 
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In the eyes of the greater part of Europe, ^ ^^^^ ^ 
this propofal appeared in the higheft degree '^ — .— — # 
audacious. Philip had, ever fince his acceffion, HisVeafons. 
been confidered as the moft powerful prince of 
the age, he had lately received an inimenfe in- 
creafe of power by the acquifition of Portugal, 
and men could not doubt that the revolted pro- 
vinces muft foon yield to his fuperior arms, and 
bitterly repent of the offence which they had 
given him. 

Reasons however were not wanting to ihew, 
that the meafure propofed was the bed which 
the people of the Netherlands could embrace 
in their prefent circumilances. If they could 
have entertained the profped^ of obtaining peace 
on tolerable terms, it might be difficult per- 
haps, entirely to vindicate their conduft. The 
evils which accompany a change of govern- 
ment, are generally fo great, and the obliga- 
tion to maintain the. prefent, fo ftrong and 
powerful, that nothing but the moft urgent ne- 
ceffity can ever juftify a people for (baking off 
their allegiance to their legal prince. But, 
from the ilftie of the late negociations at Cologn, 
it was manifeft, not only that Philip was unal- 
terably fixed in his purpofc to govern the Ne- 
therlands with defpotic authority, in contradic- 
tion to their fundamental rights and laws; but 
that the utter extirpation of the .„proteftants. 

Vol. IL Z who 
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B b o K who were now become a moft confideraMe part 

XVII. . . ^ 

u ^^mm^ of the people, was a condition, without which 

^s^^' he was determined never to be reconciled. 
Defolation therefore, and flavery, muft have 
been the certain confequences of , peace, and no 
greater evil could be apprehended from a con- 
tinuance of the war. " Even allowing (faid 
the prince of Orange, in the aflembly of the 
States) that the king Ihould be perfuadcd, by 
any mediating power, to grant us fuch condi- 
tions as our confciences ^ould fufFer us to ac- 
cept, yet what fecurity can we obtain for his ful- 
filling them ? He has, before this time, been 
fet at liberty by the pope from his mod facrcd 
obligations. It is an eftabliflied maxim of 
Philip and his counfellors, that with heretics, 
fuch as we are, no promifes or oaths af e bind- 
ing. Although he were of himfelf inclined to 
fulfil his engagements, yet the Roman pontiff 
and the Spanifh inquifitors would reclaim, and 
foon perfuade him to alter his intention. It 
has been faid by fome, continued William, 
that he is a prince of a companionate difpofi- 
tion, and that we may fafely rely upon his 
mercy. Of the truth of this, we can beft 
judge from what we have fcen and known. Do 
the deeds that have been perpetrated by his 
command, in India, in Italy, or in Granada, 
authorife us to form this favourable judgment 
©f his charafter ? Has not every corner of the 
3 ' Netherlands 
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Netherlands been overflowed with the blood ^ ^^^^ k 
of thoufands of our countrymen, barbaroufly v- -v - « ^ 
butchered by his command ? Are not all the '^*®^ 
neighbouring kingdoms filled with his fubjedsi 
who have been driven from their native land^ 
either to enrich the countries that have afforded 
them proteftion, with our trade and manufac- 
tures, or to drag out a miferable life in poverty 
and exile ? We know how grievoufly our late 
conduft has offended him, and from what we 
have feen on former occafions, we may judge 
of the meafure of his refentment. He may 
humble himfelf fo far as to foothe us with 
the hopes of a more mild adminiftration 5 but 
we Ihould remember the difcovery which we 
made lately, when, by the letters that were in- 
tercepted, it appeared, thatj inftead of the ge- 
nerous purpofes that were pretended, nothing 
was meant but to employ fome of the pro- ^ 
vinces as inftrumcnts of vengeance againft 
the reft/' 

Influenced by thefe condderatioris, which Oppofitidii 
fliewed that Philip had entirely loft the confi- thoiicV*" 
dence as well as the affeftioiis of his Flcmifti 
fubjeftSj a great majority of the deputies were 
inclined to renounce his authority. -Some of 
the catholic membersj however, prompted 
partly by their, political principles, and partly 
by concern for the fafety of their religion, had 

Z 2 . th^ 
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^ xvn ^ ^^^ courage to rcmonftrate. They expatiated 
S*^y-*-^ on the grcatneis of Philip's power, and the 
'^ °* danger to which the States would expofe them- 
felves, by adding fo great an affront to their 
former provocations. And to their reprcfenta- 
tions^ on this head they fubjoincd, that they 
could not adopt the ftrong meafure that was 
propofed, confiftendy with their oath of alle- 
giance i fince the King was unqueftionably 
their rightful fovereign, they had all folemnly 
recognifed his right; and the provinces were 
his inheritance, which he had derived from 
a long uninterrupted line of iUuftrious an- 
ccftors ^ 

But this reafoning had no weight with the 
prince of , Orange, St. Aldegonde, and the 
other leaders of the proteftants. They con- 
fidered the breach between Philip and the con- 
federated provinces, as irreparable; and knew, 
that long before the prefent period, he was ani- 
mated againft them with the moft implacable 
refentment. " It was too late," they faid, ^^ to 
talk of keeping meafures with the King ; and 
no part remained to be cfpoufed, but to pro- 
vide againft the efFefts of his difpleafurc. Nor 
was there the fmalleft reafon for thofe fcruples 
by which the catholic members were difturbcd, 

^ BentivogUp, part ii. lib. i. 

cither 
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cither with regard to the lawfulnefs, or the ex- ^ ^^^ ^ 
pediency of renouncing their allegiance. Kings w ^^ ^ mj 
were invefted with authority, not for their own *^*°' 
fakes, but for the intereft of the people whom 
they were appointed to govern. If the rights 
of princes were to be inveftigated, they would 
be found, in moft of the kingdoms in Europe, 
to have been derived from the will of their fub- 
jefts, who, grown impatient under the injuries 
of former princes, had taken from them, and 
given to their fucceflbrs, what they had an un- , 
doubted right to beftow. A prince was indeed 
fuperior to each individual in a State j but 
neither his intereft nor his pleafure was to be 
put in the balance with, the fecurity and happi- 
ncfs of the whole. On the contrary, he might 
be judged, and even puniflied, for his abufe of 
power, by the fupreme council of the nation. 
If this truth were doubted of in other places, it 
could not be controverted in the Netherlands ; 
where, till lately, both the name of king^ and 
the meafure of obedience which kings com- 
monly require, were utterly unknown. In the 
Netherlands the engagements between the 
prince and the people were ftriftly mutual ; and 
in engagements of this fort, it was a clear and 
univerfal maxim, that the infidelity of either of 
the two contrafting parties, abfolves the other 
from the facred obligation ^'* 

• Metcren, lib. x. and Grotius, p. 70, 

Z 3 TH8 
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BOOK The proteftant members, in comparifon with 
i^„^,.-/ whom the catholics were few in number,, being 
Dciibew'- ^hus confirmed in their purpofe of abjuring the 
tuain^^ dominion of Philip, the aflembly proceeded 
pther {oyer ncxt to Gonfider, whether they fliould fubftitute 
another fovereign in his place, or cftablifli a 
republican government, upon the plan of that 
confederacy which was already formed. The 
latter of thefe meafures would have been em- 
braced by all the deputies i by the proteftants, 
from the conformity between the principles of 
a commonwealth, and thofe of their religion; 
and by the catholics, from their perfuafion that 
fuch a government would neither be fo highly 
affronting to the King, nor fo cfFeflually pre- 
' elude the hopes of a future reconcilement. But 
the prefent feeble ftate of the United Provinces 
obliged them to facrifice their inclination to 
their prefervation ^nd fecurity. From the re- 
prefentation which the prince of Orange made 
of the diforders that prevailed, together with 
the view which he exhibited of their ftrength 
^nd refources, they were convinced, that how- 
ever ftrenuoufly they might exert themfelves, 
they would be ^ble to wage only a tedious de- 
fenfive war i by which their ftrength would be 
gradually wafted, till they were at laft com- 
pelled to accept of fuch terms of peace as the 
King ftiould be pleafed to -prefcribe. To have 
fCf ourfc therefore to the afliftance of fome fo- 
reign 
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reign prince, fcemed not only expedient, 'but ^ ^^ ^ 
ncccflary ; and to engage the prince of whom u — v*.'-i 
they Ihould make choice to elpoufe their caufe ^^^^ 
with greater zeal and (incerity than they had 
hitherto experienced in their allies, they re- 
folved to confer upon him the fovereignty of 
the provinces, with all the prerogatives which 
had been enjoyed by "the princes of the houfe of 
Burgundy, 

Nothing now remained but to fix upon the Motives for 
perfon to whom the offer of this high dignity dukc"i 
fhould be made. The prince of Orange, hav- ^^^^^ 
ing before-hand founded the inclinations of the 
Emperor and other German princes, had found 
them utterly averfe to taking any concern in [ 
the affairs of the Netherlands. The queen 
of England, and the duke of Anjou, brother 
to the king of France, were the only princes 
at that time in Europe, between whom the 
States 'thought there was ground to hefitate ; 
and they were determined to concur in giving 
the preference to Anjou, by the prince of 
Orange; who, befides reprefenting to them 
the neceflity of elefting a fovcreign who would 
refide in the country, informed them that their 
making choice of the duke, would be highly 
acceptable to the queen. "For Ihe had writ 
to him on the fubjeft, and given him affurances 
of granting* the States, her affiftance, in cafe 

Z 4 the 
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^ xv?i ^ ^^^ fovereignty were conferred on one with 
^ r ^' . -^ whom fhe had fo much reafon to expeft to live 
'^ °' on amicable terms ^" 

From this it fliould feem, that William had 
ofFered to employ his influence in favour of 
3Elizabcthi and it may be prefumed, that un- 
lefs he had found her averfe to his propofal, 
neither he nor the other proteftant leaders 
-vubuld have been inclined to give the preference 
to Anjou. Very different motives indeed were 
affigncd for the prince's conduft, by his cnc- 
rnies. His principality of Orange, they ob- 
ferved, lay in the centre of France. He had 
lately married Charlotte dc Bourbon, of the 
]blood royal of that kingdom % For many 
years he had maintained an intimate correlpond- 
ence with the leaders of the Hugonots; and 
he flattered himfelf with the hopes of enjoying 
the entire direction of the duke of Anjou, a 
weak prince, who would probably be more at- 
tentive to his pleafures, than to the affairs of 
government. Thefe intercfted confiderations, 
it is likely, were not entirely without their in- 
fluence^ but the other circumftance above 
mentioned, feems to afford a flill more fatisfac- 
tory account, fince there was in reality no rooin 

^ Meteren, lib. x. 

? Daugliter of thie duke de Montpelier* 

for 
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for hefitation between Elizabeth and Anjouj ^ xv?i ^ 
and Elizabeth, as will appear: in the fequel, w ^^ ^ mj 
would certainly have rejefted the fovereignty, '^ ^* 
in cafe an offer of it had been made to her. This 
political princefs expefted to derive advantage 
from that animofity which the eleftion of An- 
jou was likely to produce between the courts of 
France and Spain, And the prince of Orange 
knew, that as it would be eafier to reconcile thd 
catholics in the United Provinces to the elec- ' 
tion of a prince of the fame religion "with them- 
felves, than to that of a proteftant i fo, without 
making fuch a choice, there was little probabi- 
lity that he Ihould ever prevail on the Walloons 
to accede to the confederacy. Whatever were 
William's motives, a great majority of the de- 
puties entered readily into his opinion, and they 
would have proceeded inftantly to the eleftion, 
had it not been deemed a matter of ^00 much 
confequence to be decided without confuking 
their ponftituents, 

In the mean time the operations of the war i-aNoue 

. , , taken pri- 

were not wholly difcontinued, although neither foner. 
of the two contending parties was in a condi- 
tion at this period to make any great or vigor- 
ous exertion. By means of a ftratagem con- 
duced by count Egmont, Farnefe acquired pof- 
feflion of Courtray in Flanders, as he did by the 
like means of fome other places. On the 

other 
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^ xvu ^ ^'^her hand> count Egmont and his brother 
%,-^ ; - ^ were taken prifoncrs by La None in the town 
'^*^ of Ninove : and not long afterwards l.a Nouc 
himfelf loft his liberty. This gallant officer 
having been attacked unexpeftedly by the mar- 
<juis de Ronbais, commander in chief df the 
Walloon forces, was overpowered by numbers, 
and obliged, through the dilad vantage of his 
ground, to furrender himfelf a prifoncr of war. 
The States were fenfibly afFefted by the lofs of 
^ perfon of fuch uncommon abilities, and they 
offered to give in exchange for him count 
Egmont and the baron de SelleSywho had been 
.taken prifoner at Bouchain. But the prince of 
Parma refufed to confent to this exchange, 
laying, that he would never agree to give one 
lion for two fheep. La Noue was condufted 
to the caftle of Limburg, where he remained 
long; and, during his confinement, employed 
himfelf in writing thofe military and political 
difcourfes which were afterwards publiflied, 
and much admired by his cotemporaries. Count 
Egmont's relations, and thofe of de Selles, fo- 
licited Philip with great importunity to con- 
fent to the exchange propofed. But this prince, 
who never hearkened to the voice of gratitude 
or compaffion where his intereft interfered, de- 
clined complying with their requeft; and, 
rather than yield to the enemy, fo great an ad- 
vaiitage as the recovery of La Noue, he chofc 

to 
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to leave his friends to languifh in prifon for.fe- ^ xvn 
vcral years. w ^^v-i^ j 

These two noblemen bore tKis indignity 
with extreme impatience. De Selles, con- 
fcious of having exerted hjmfelf with the mod 
fervent zeal in detaching the Walloons from the 
revolted provinces, fell a facrifice to the in- 
dignation and chagrin which the King's ingrati^ 
tude and his own unfortunate fituation were 
calculated to infpire. ^The fame caufes pro- 
duced a different, but no lefs melancholy 
efFe<St, on count Egmont, whom they deprived 
of the ufe of. his undcrftanding. Through the 
tender afliduous care of his fitter, whom the 
States permitted to attend him, he recovered 
from this diftrefs. But Philip ftill declined 
confenting to the exchange till the year one 
thoufand five hundred and eighty-four, when 
La Noue engaged in the ftridtefl: manner 
never to bear arms againft him in the Nether- 
lands 5 and the king of Navarre, the duke of 
Lorrain, and others, became fureties for his 
fulfilling this engagement- It is difficult to de- 
termine whether Philip's conduct afforded on 
this occafion a more ftriking proof of pufiUani- 
mity or ingratitude, while no ftronger tcfli- 
mony could have been given of the extraor- 
jdinary merit of La Noue, and the dread 

which 
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BOOK which his enemies entertained of his abi- 

^■^v^ Uties^ 

1580. 

Defcftion About the time when La Nouc was taken 
^c^ebcrg. prifoner, the confederacy fuftained another lofs 
by the defeftion of count Renneberg. This 
young nobleman having been appointed gover- 
nor of Fricfland by the States, had fubdued 
the cities of Deventer and Groningen, befides 
feveral other places of confide rable conlequence ; 
and his zeal and fervices were the more highly 
valued, as all his relations adhered to the Spa- 
nifh intereft, and he himfelf was of the catholic 
perfuafion. But thcfe circumftances, which 
gave him fo much merit in the eyes of his 
countrymen, were the means by which he was 
enticed to abandon the caufe which he had 
hitherto fo illuftrioufly fupported. The prince 
of Parma readily perceived the advantage which 
they afforded for gaining him over from the 
'confederates; and, with this view, he employ- 
ed the count's fifter and her huilband, the baron 
de Monceaux, to offer him the following terms 
of accommodation: That he fhould be con- 
firmed in the government of Friefland, and 
have that of OveryfTel annexed to it; that 
twenty thoufand crowns Ihould be immediately 

^ Bentivoglio, part. ii. lib. i. Reidanus, lib, iu ^p. 39. 
aod Meteren. 

paid 
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paid him, befides an annual pcnfion of twenty ^ ^^ ^ 
thoufand florins ; that a town, of which he was 
feudal fuperior, fhoiild be creftcd into a mar- ^^^^' 
quifate ; and that he (hould have two regiments 
of troops to be diftributed throughout his go^ 
vernmcnts, in whatever ftations he ftiould 
think fit. Befides thefe enticements, another 
object was held forth to him, more tempting 
perhaps than any of the reft ; he was flattered 
with the hopes of obtaining in marriage the 
countefs of Megen, of whom he was greatly 
enamoured, and who pofTeflTed one of the richefl: 
fortunes in the Netherlands. His religious 
principles confpired with thefe allurements, 
and made him lend an open ear to his filler's 
repeated reprefcntations of the danger to 
which the catholic faith was expofed, and of 
the defigns formed by the prince of Orange for 
its deftruftion. He hefitated however for fomc 
time, and trembled at the thoughts of the in- 
famy in which he was about to be involved; 
but at laft he confented to accept of the ternjs 
propofed, refolving to conceal his having done 
ibj till he fhould take proper meafures for de- 
livering the towns and forts into the hands of 
the Spaniards. 

His defign could not entirely efcape die pe- 
netrating eye of the prince of Orange. Various 
circumftances concurred to alarm William's 
9 ' appre- 
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BOOK apprehcnfions, and make him refolve, without 
^ ^y 1-; delay, tp prevent, if poflible, the fatal efifefts 
'5^®- of the count's intended treachery. He inftandy j 
went into Fricfland, under the pretence of 
quelling fome difturbances in that country, and 
ordered fome officers to draw their troops to- 
gether, and lead them againft Lewardcn, Har- 
lingen, and Stavcren. Thefe orders were exe- 
cuted with fecrecy and difpatch, and all the 
three places were wrefted out of the hands 
of thofe to whom count Renneberg committed 
them. 

The count, who refided at this time in Gro- 
ningen, was thunderftruck when he received 
intelligence of this difafter, which at once 
fhewed him that his perfidy was detedled, and 
put it in a great meafure out of his power to 
fulfil his engagements to the prince of Parma. 
Still, however, he was either not prepared, or 
he had not courage, to throw off the malk. 
He complained loudly of the afiront that had 
been offered him, and of the ingratitude with 
which his fervices had been repaid. Among 
the officers who beheld his confufion on this oc- 
cafion, there were two, to whom, as he knew 
their fidelity to the States to be inviolable, he 
had not communicated his defigns, Thefe 
, men, thinking it ftill prafticable to prcfervc 
him in his duty, exhorted him to go imme- 
diately 
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diately to the prince of Orange, in order to ^ xvll*^ 
clear himfelf from the fufpicions which were w. >■■>.- li^ 
entertained againft him. ** This is the only ex- \. *^ 
pcdient in your power/' faid one of thcm^ " if 
you are confcious of innocence; nor can I 
doubt that you are, when I confider, that by 
perfifting to aft the part which your duty and 
honour require, you muft promote your in- 
tereft more efFeftually, than by violating thefc 
facred obligations, and involving your name 
in perpetual infamy." Renneberg liftened at- 
tentively to this difcourfe, changed colour fre- 
quently, and at laft burft into tears. He re- 
peated his complaints of the treatment which 
he had met with, but he would not explain his 
intentions, nor follow the counfel that was 
given him. The two officers then left him ; 
and, after acquainting the chief magiftrate or 
what had paffed, they withdrew privately from 
the city. 

By a popular and infinuating behaviour, ac- 
companied with ftrong affeverations of the 
falfchood of the reports which had been pro- 
pagated, Renneberg laid afleep the fufpicions 
both of the magiftrates and the people, till the 
plot which he had formed was ripe for execu- 
tion. Having brought in fecretly a body of 
troops, which he concealed in the palace, and 
put arms into the hands of his domcftics i with 

thcfc. 
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BOOK thefe, and the catholic inhabitants devoted to 
u — ^^. \j the Spanilh intereft, he overpowered the gar- 
^s^o* rifon J and having thus made himfelf matter of 
the town, he proclaimed himfelf governor, in 
'the name of Philip, and then mounted the forti- 
fications with the troops which he had intro- 
duced, 

Renne. BuT he did not long enjoy any of the ad- 

IlSral'd vantages which he expetfled to derive from his 
death. rcvolt, and fome of them he never attained. 
The money promifed him was never paid, and 
the countefs of Mcgen was given in marriage 
to another. His health being impaired by the 
fatigues which he had undergone in his mili- 
tary enterprifes, the remembrance of his trea- 
chery filled his mind with anguifh and remorfc, 
which preyed upon his fickly frame, and car- 
ried him off^ in the prime of his age, lamented 
even by thpfc whom he had betrayed, who felt 
for his misfortunes, on account of his many ami- 
able accomplifliments^. 

iieAionof The loffes which the confederacy fufFered 
Anjou. (^Q^ La Noue's imprifonment, and the infide- 
lity of Renneberg, fcrved only to confirm them 
in their refolution of conferring the fovcreignty 
on fome foreign prince j and the rcafons above 

e Giotius and Metercn, 

mentioned. 
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mcndoned^ joined to the influence of the prince * ^^ » 
of Orange^ determined the States of the fe* u- -^- uj 
veral provinces and towns to give the preference **** 
to the duke of Anjou. The cleftion was made 
accordingly in due form by the General States» 
and a folemn embafly fent to give intimation 
of it to the duke, who readily accepted the 
offer> and confented to all the conditions that 
were required* They were contained in a 
treaty ligned by him and the ambalTadors of die 
States at Plcfliles-Tours, on the 29th of Sep- 
tember; and the . principal articles were thole 
which follow: That the States of the United TheeondU 
provinces having elected Francis de Valois, ^^* *^ 
duke of Alen(on and Anjou^ for their fove« 
reign> did thereby confer upon him all the 
tides and prerogatives which their former 
princes had enjoyed. That in cafe the duke 
ihould die without iflue, the States, might ele6t 
another fovereign* and that the Netherlands 
ihoidd in no event )be annexed to the crown of 
France. That in cafe the duke ihould die 
leaving feveral ions behind him, the States 
ihould have power to determine which of them 
ihould fticceed him in his fo^ereignty, and 
that )£ the prince whom they ihould make 
choice of were under age> they might aiiume 
the government into their own hands till he 
ihould arrive at the age of twenty. That the 
duke ihould maintain inviolate aU the /ights 
Vm. n. A a aA4 
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and privileges of the people j that he Ihould 
ftimmon the general aflembly of the States to 
meet at leaft once a year; and that, if he 
fhould fail to iflue letters of convocation, they 
ihould themfelves have power, agreeably to an- 
cient form and ciiftom, to meet together as of- 
ten as they fhould judge expedient. That the 
duke (hould fix his refidence in the Low Coun- 
tries ; but if his affairs (hould, on any occafion, 
call him thence, he Ihould nominate for go- 
vernor fdme nobleman, a native of the Nether- 
lands, with the confent and approbatidn of the 
States. That all his counfellors fhould be na- 
tives of the provinces, except two or three of 
the French nation, who might be admitted in- 
to the council, provided the States fhoirid give 
their confent. That he fhould make no inno- 
vation in religion, but afford his protei^kion 
equally to the proteibrjits and catholics. That 
Holland and Zealand ihould, both in relpe& 
of government and religion, remain in their 
prefent flate, being obliged, however, to con- 
tribute their proportion of the fupplies requifite 
for the fupport of the confederacy. That the 
duke ihould fpare no pains to engage his bro- 
ther the king of France to aflift him in carrying 
on the war ; that he fhould accede to all the 
treaties that fubfift between the States And fo- 
reign powers, and fhould not himfclf form any 
new alKance without their confem. That a& 
*;* • • • foreign 
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foreign foldiers Ihould be difmiffcd on the firft » ^^^^ 
rtquifition of the States: And laftly. That if v ■ -» J a 
the duke ihould fail in performing any of the '^*''* 
fbrcgoing tonditions, his right to the fove^ 
rcignty Ihoiild rcafe, ;and the Provinces be 
no longer bound to yield obedience to his 
authority/* 

As this treaty was negociated in France^ 
Philip complained to Henry of the breach of 
friendfhip in permitting it; aiid Henry afFedted 
to be mu^h offended with his bi-other's con- 
dud, but in reality did not feel the difpleafuns 
which he pretended. On the contrary, he 
fccretly rejoiced in the proipeft of being deliver- 
ed from a brother, whofe levity and caprice had 
given him much inquietude; and it is faid, 
he affured the Statfes privately, that he 
would fend them either troops or money, as 
fooh as the troubles of his kingdom were com • 
pofed^ 

Btft whatever reafon Philip had to be offend- Phrii>;s 
ed with th? French monarch, he was much ©fthep^hlto 
inore highly ineenfcd agairift the prince of ®^^^*^*- 
Orange, whom he confidered as the contriver, 
as well as the chief promoter, of the revolution 
that had taken place. \ Having oftener than 
once attempted, by negociation and artifice, to 
free bimfelf from an enemy, who had furnifh- 
A a i^ cd 
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BOOK ed employment to his abkft geneiak and beft 
k- p .>/>« ' ^ difciplined forces for fo many years, he had re^ 
'^^^ courfe, on diis occafion, to the ignoble expe- 
dient of exciting fome wretch or defperado to 
make an attempt upon his life. For this pur- 
pofe he publiihed an edift of profcripdon 
againfl him, in which he accufed him of having 
excited and' fomented that fpirit of difcord, 
which had proved the fource of fo much mifery 
to the Netherlands ; interdi^ed all the fubje&s 
of the crown of Spain from holding communi- 
cation with him, and from fupplying him with 
bread, or drinks or fire; and offered tx> any 
peffon, who fhould deliver him dead or alivcj 
or take away his life, the iiim of twenty-five 
thoufand crowns, befides making him and his 
■ afibciates noble, if they were not alread7 noble, 
and granting them a full pardon of all crimes, 
however enormous, of which they had beta 
guiky. 

This prafkice of commanding aflailinatioii, 
almofl unheard-of fmce the days of the Roman 
triumvirate, was fuitable to the dark, revenge- 
ful, and ungenerous nature of Philip* The 
prince of Orange could have retaliated the in- 
jury i but he feorned fo ignoble a revenge, and 
chofe rather to reft his defence on an appeal m 
the world for his integrity. 

His 
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His Vindtcition and Apology addreflcd to ^ ^ <> ^ 
the aflcmbly of the States, and of which, he < n^^^*^ 
lent copips to the fevetal courts in Europe, is one his'ato. 
of the moil precious monunients in hiftory. It ^^^ 
contains an interefting relation of many par- 
ticulars, which throw light, not only on Wil* 
liam*s own charafter and that of Philip, but 
like wife on the characters of fevcral of the other 
principal aftors in the Netherlands. The au- 
thor has, in fome parts of it, indulged himfelf 
in the language of keen refentment, and vcn-* 
tured to affert boldly feveral fafts, of which die 
cotemporary hiftorians have Ipoken with i«* 
ferve. Some allowance perhaps mult be made 
for that juft indignation with which he was in- 
flamed J but when it is confidered, that no per- 
(bn had' better accefs to information; that no 
prince poflefled a higher charafter for fincerity 
and truth, having never, in a fingle inftance. 
been convifted by his numerous enemies of in^ 
fincerity and falfehood, that the relation of the 
fadls which he aflerts was publifhed at the time 
when they are faid to have happened, and when 
it Was cafy for the perfons accufed, if accufed 
tinjuftly, to have confuted him; that their in* 
tereft and honour called loudly for a confuta- 
tion; and yet, that no fuch confutation, nor 
any vindication of their charafters, which had 
been arraigned as odious at the bar of the uni- 
vcrfc, was ever attempted; when all thefe 
A a 3 cireum- 
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^ xvn ^ circumftanccs are duly confidcred, there docs 

u— v" - *^ not uppear any fufficient reafon for calling in 

,^^^ qucftion'thc fafts contained in this Apology, 

although fome of them are of fuch a nature a$ 

to require the ftrongcft evidence to juftify the 

reader for yielding his afleijt **, 

Adopted by Thb condu6l of the confederated States on 
* *^ this occafion was fuch as William had rea- 
fon to expeft. After employing fevcral day$ 
in examining his Apology, they voted him an 
afFeftionatc addrefs, in which they attefted the 
falfehood of thofe imputations on which Philip 
had founded his profcription. They declared, 
that as the prince had been regularly elected in- 
to the feveral offices which he held, fo he had 
never accepted of any office but in conlequcnce 
of their moft eameft i;5trcatieg. They prayed 
'him ftill to excrcife the authority with which 
they had invcfted him, expreffed their gratitude 
for his many eminent fervices to the common* 
wealth, and promifed to yield a ready and cheer- 
ful obedience to his commands, They con-» 
eluded with cxpreffing their an^^iety for his life, 
and made him an offer of maintaining a com- 
Jjcc. 17. pany of horfe-guards, of which they intreatcd 
him to accept, being perfuaded that on his 
prefervation their own fecurity depended. 

^ J^n abftrad of {lis Apology is fubjoined to the condii- 
fioi^ of this work. 

In 
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In a few days afterwards they gave him an- ® xvn ^^ 
other proof of that zeal and fincerity with u-v-^ 
which they had cfpoufcd his caufc. Their soicmn're- 
election of the duke of Anjou was a virtual re- of^hiklS- 
nunciarion of their allegiance to their former |j^"<=« ^ 
fovereignj yet all public afts ran as before in 
the name of Philip and that of the States; the 
oath adminiftered to perfons entering upon 
, public offices had not been altered, and the 
people in fome of thofe cities in the confede- 
racy, which had confentcd to Anjou's clcdtion, 
were extremely averfe to alter it, from that at- 
tachment which men often difcover to exterior 
forms, even after the inftitutions on which they 
were originally founded have been abolifliedj 
but the States, fenfible at laft of the incon-- 
gruity between thefe forms and the fteps which 
they had lately taken, and apprehenfive of dan- 
ger from leaving it in any rcfpeft ambiguous 
to whom the people owed their allegiance, 
agreed now to remove all ground of ambiguity 
by a folemn abjuration of Philip as their fo« 
vereign. 

An a£t of abjuration was accordingly paffed, 
frith great unanimity, in ao aflembly held on 
purpofe at the Hague, confifting of deputies 
from Brabant, Guelderland, Zutphen, Flan-^ 
ders, Holland, Zealand, Utrecht, Overyflel^ 
and Fricfland. In this a6t, after enumerating, . 
A a 4 . the 
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1 6 o K the principal grievances which had prcxnpted 
^um^rn,^ diem CO form dieir prefent refplution, they de- 
*?*'• clared it to be a right inherent in every free 
people, to withdraw their allegiance from a 
prince who obftinately rcfufes to fulfil the duty 
which he owes them; and much more from 
one who violates the fundamental laws, and 
afts the part of a tyrant and opprcffor. They 
pronounced Philip to have forfeited for ever all 
authority in the Netherlands. They forbad all 
judges and others to ufe his name> arms, or 
fcal; and they required the magiftrates of 
(owns, and all other perfons in public ofHces, 
to bind themielves by an oatli> to oppofe 
him and his adherents to the utmoft of dieir 
power* 

These refolutions were carried into imme* 
diate executbn. All Philip's feals were broken, 
all commifiions and letters patent in his name 
were cancelled, and the new oath was admini* 
ikered to every perfon who pofiefled any civil 
or military employment. It was not without 
difficulty that the magiftrates in fome towns 
were periuaded to take this oath. Some re- 
maining fcruples of confticnce, arifing from 
a regard to thc}r former oaths, gave uneafineis 
to feverali and others doubted of the expediency 
of fo ftrong a mcafure at the prefent criiSs, on 
account of the Ihips and mcrchandife belonging 
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to the people of the Netherlands^ which were book 
in the porti of Spain. But no pains were fpared * , ^^^ 
to. remove thfefc objedions, and at laft alinoft '?*«• 
the whole inhabitants of the above-mentioned 
provmces entered into the view^ of the States, 
and took the oath that was prcfcribed them^ 

Aboi^t this time Matthias left the Nether- Depannw 
lands, after having refided there between three ^'^^^^^J^'* 
and four years, without having acquired 
cither reputation to himfelf, or any advantage 
^ to the people whom he had been called to go- 
^vern. He had cjnployed all his influence to 
perfuadc the States to make choice of him for 
their fovereigiij but the motives above ex- 
plained having determined them to give the 
preference to the duke of Anjou, it fhould feem 
that the prince of Orange had been able to 
fatisfy Matthias as to the neccflity of that 
jneafure, fincc he remained in the country for 

« Upon a rcprefentation of the prince of Orange, the 
Sutes formed at this time feveral ufcfbl regulations rela- 
tive to the adminii!hidon of juftice, to the finances, and the 
* troops. That council of State Ukewifc was eftablilhed, of 
the neceffity of which William had laboured to convince 
Aem', which was inftituted partly to remedy the inconver 
xncncies aiifing from the flownefs with which the ddibera* 
tions of the States were unavoidably conduced, and pardy 
to ferve as a check upon the future fove#eign. Grotiiui 
Jin.hnu Metcren, ^c. 

a con- 
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B o o K a confiderable time afberwards, and accepted 

XVII 

C"-^'^ of an annual pcnfion of fifty thouland guilders 
^?*'- from the States ^ 

During the courfe of thefe civil and politi- 
cal tranfaftions, the troops were not wholly 
unemployed. In Frieflandj the king's forces 
yfttt commanded by Schinch and Verdugo, 
between whom and colonel Norris and count 
Hohenloe feyeral Iharp rencounters paffed, with 
various fuccefs; but the only iqiportant event 
which happened at this time in the northern 
provinces,^ was the acquifirion of Breda, into 
which the Spaniards were treacheroufly ad- 
mitted in the night by fome of the garrifon, 
whom the agents of the prince of Parma had 
' found means to corrupt'. 

The prince himfelf was, in the mean time, 
intent on the rcduftion of Cambray. But not 
having a fufficient number of troops to carry 
on the fiege with vigor, he was obliged to 
convert it into a blockade. D*Inchi, the go- 
vernor, had recourfe for relief to the duke of 

^ Matthias had afterwards a better fortune. His bro- 
ther refigned to him the kingdom of Hungary in 1608, and 
that of Bohemia 'in 1611^ and the year following he ob- 
' tained the Imperial crown. Strada,. lib., vii. Metereo* 
p. 317. 

} Metcren,p. 313. 

Anjou, 
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Anjou, and was warmly fccondcd in his appli- ^ ^y^ ^ 
cation by the States and the prince of Orange. 
Anjou perceiving how deeply his honour was '^'' 
concerned to gratify this firft defire of his new 
fubjeflrs, publiftied at the court of France his 
intention of attempting to raife the fiege. This 
was no fooner known, than a great number of 
the nobility flocked from all parts of the king- 
dom, to his ftanciard. With their aflifbincc, 
he collcfted in a few days an army of near 
twelve thoufand foot and four thoufand horfe^ 
and marched diredly towards Cambray. The 
prince of Parma, too prudent to contend with 
^n army, which, bcfides being greatly fuperior 
to his own in number, was conduced by a 
brave and warlike nobility, quitted his intrench- 
tnents and retired. In this manner was Cam* 
bray delivered, after it had been blockaded for 
fevcral months, during which the inhabitants 
h^d been reduced .to great diftrefs. Anjou 
having brought along with him an ample fup- 
ply of prpvifions, it was immediately intro- 
4ucf£d; and foon after, he made a magnificent 
entry into the city, arnidft the applaufcs of 
the people, who faluted him the Protestor of 
their Liberty, He then laid fiege to Chateau- 
Cambrcfis, and quickly compelled the garrifon 
to furre^ider". 

>^. £f eteitn, p- 3 1 5 • BepuvogUo;, part ii. lib. ii. 

This 
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BOOK This fucccfs which attended Anjou's firft 

3CVII. 

t ,-,_r cnterprife, afforded incxpreffiblc pleafurc to the 
2582. confederate provinces, and ferved to heighten 
their cxpeftations of his future government. 
He was earneftly entreated by the States to 
improve the prefent opportunity, and to ad- 
vance with his army towards Flanders. But it 
was not in his power, he told them, to com- 
ply with their requeft. All his troops but a 
few were volunteers, who had engaged in his 
fcrvice only for a fhort time, and for the finglc 
purpofe of the relief of Cambray. He could 
not prevail upon them to remain with him 
much longer i and he had not yet provided 
jnonty for their pay. But he hoped to re- 
turn foon with a powerful army ; and he would 
in the mean time employ his utmoft influence 
to intereft his brother and the queen of Eng- 
land in their caufe, 

AnjoofoU- There were not wanting powerful motives 
fcirto)thCT ^^ induce the French king to grant Anjou 
that affiftance for which he now applied j fince, 
befides being delivered from the fickle, reft- 
lefs fpirit of a brother, who had grcady in- 
creafcd the troubles of his reign, he would 
have thereby avenged himfelf of Philip, who 
had fccredy undertaken the proteftion of the 
catholic league, which, as will be afterwards, 
' related, had been lately formed by the duke 

of 
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of Guile, on' pretence of providing for the R o o it 
fccurity of the catholic religion, but in re- ^_ — ^-^ 
ality to controul the fovcreign's authority. ^s^^ 
But Henry was not in a condition at this 
time to m^ke an open breach with Philip. 
By his indolence, and voluptuoufnefs, added 
to the numberlefs calamities in which his 
kingdom was involved, his finances were ex- 
ceedingly reduced; and the king of Na^ 
varre on the one hand, and the duke of Guifc 
on the other, furnifhed more than fufficient 
employment to all the policy and power which 
he poflefled._ Promifes therefore of future 
aid were all that Anjou could obtain from 
him, and his difappointment determined the 
duke to fct out immediately for England, 
where it fhould feem he had better ground 
to hope for afliftance than in his' native 
country. 

EuzABETH had for fome time paft appeared 
to lend a - favourable ear to a propofal of mar- 
riage which he had made to her; and his ex- 
peftations were atprefent raifed to the greateft 
height. On his arrival in England, fhe gave 
him the moft gracious reception. Soon after- 
wards, he ordered the minifters to preparq 
the marriage contrail; arid, in the prefchcc 
q{ many ipe^ators, after a. long difcpurfe . 
10 * with 
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BOOK with him apart, (he took a rbig from her owiJ 
i— ^s.^ finger, ahd put it upoii his; which both the 
*^^'* fpcftators and the duke interpreted as a decla- 
ration of feer confent. It is inipoflible to be- 
lieve, with Ibme hiftorianS, that Elizabeth 
meant only to amufe Anjou, and thereby to 
advance fome political defign. It is incon- 
ceivable how any dcfign whatever could bcf 
promoted by carrying her diflimulation to (o 
great a length. This wife princefs, notwith- 
ftanding the many extraordinary accomplifli- 
ments which adorned her charafter, was not 
exempt from. the weaknefles that are pecd- 
li^ly incident to her kk. Flattered by the 
<:ourt whicli Anjou had long afliduoufly paid 
her, fhe appears to have entertained the fiiol! 
partial fentiments of affedUofi towards hini, 
and feriouQy to have intended to liften to 
his propofal. But at laft her prudence, her 
ambition, and that love of independence 
which he had cherifhcd through hef \frfioIe 
' life, prevailed 'over the temporary paffibn in- 
to which Ihe had been betrayed. She madd 
art apology to Anjou for her change of 
refolurion, and gave him the llrong^fl: af- 
furances of affiftance and fupporClh-^iis new 
dominions. The marriage was no niorc 
mentioned, and the duke, after the ftay "of 
three months^ ifl Englarfd, fel lail for the 

^^ Low 
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Low Countries i efcortcd by a fleet, on board book 

XVII 

which there was a great number of nobi- ^ -^ ^r 
lity and gentry, whom the queen had delired 's^x. 
to attend him, as a proof to his new fub- 
jefts, that although the intended marriage h^td 
not taken place, yet Ihe was deeply interefted 
in his profperity* / ' 
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BOOK XVIIL 

AFTER a paflag? of three days, the duke book 
of Anjou landed on the tenth of Fcbru- ^^^J ^ 
aiy, at Flulhing. From Flufhing he went to is'*- 
Middleburgh, and was conduced from thence ti^ui'^* 
by a fleet of fifty Ihips of war to Antwerp. 
The banks of the Scheld, the entrance into the 
town, and the ftfeets which led to the palace, 
were lined by the citizens, to the number of 
twenty thousand in arms; and no expence was 
laved, which a wealthy commercial city could 
afford, to exprefs their attachment and rtipeft. 
After haviilg taken the ufual oath to maintain 
their rights and privileges, he received from 
the States the oath of allegiances and then en* 
Vol. 11. Bb ' tercd 
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BOOK tcrcd upon the fovercignty, while all around 



XVIII 



X58X. 



him wore the face of happinefs and joy. 

In Antwerp, tlii public exercifc of the ca- 
tholic religion had for fome time pafl: been pro- 
hibited. But now, in order to gratify the new 
fovereign, it was permitted in 6ne of the 
churches i and all catholics were allowed to 
WQflbip there, accor^ng to^ the ritci of their 
Religion, upon condition that diey ihould ab- 
jure the king of Spain, ^nd Iwear aDcgiancc to 
the duke. A few perfons only accepted of 
this indulgence, while the greater part chofc 
rather to forego ..the privijcge held forth to 
them, than fo folemnly renounce their former 
fovereign. On this occafion the States, as well 
as the duke, were not a Kttfe alarmed ; and 
thought it neceftary without cfelay to provide 
againift the danger that might arifc from perfons 
" . who gave fo clear a difcovery of their difaffec- 

tioh to the prefent . eftabliftiment. They firft 
publjfhed one ciiift, impofing a fihe of two 
hundred guilders on thofc who ik6\Ad dedine 
taking the oathif knd fbon afterwards ano- 
ther, by which the recufanb Welt banifhcd 
from the Netherlkrids*. 

Attempt to In the midft of thefe tranfeftlons, tfiat jof 
th^'^princc which Aiybu's arrival hid difftifed thrbughoU 



of OFan;ge. 
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die provinces was interrupted, by an attempt ^Sy^, ^ 
which was made, not many days after his in- u . ^^^^ ^ ^ 
auguration, upon the life of the prince of '^'*' 
Orange. The defign was firft conceived in 
Spain, by a man of the name pf Ifonca 5 and 
it was fuggefted by him to Galpar Anaftro, a 
Spanifli banker in Antwerp, of ruined eircum- 
ftances, as an expedient for retrieving his af- 
fairs. To induce Anaftro to undertake the 
-execution of the bloody purpofe, Ilbnca fent ^ 
him a fign-manual of the king, in which Phi- 
lip engaged to pav him eighty thoufahd 'ducats 
as foon as the aflaflinatibn Ihould be perpe- 
trated. Anaftro had not courage himfclf'to 
execute fo bold and dcfperate an enterprife, 
and therefore he communicated Ifonca^s pro- 
pofal to John Jauregui, a menial fervant in hid 
family, a yoiing Bifcayan, of a thoughtful me- 
lancholy difpofition, whom he knew to be both 
trufty and audacious* With this young man 
Anaftro found there was little need for perfua- 
ilon. " I am ready," faid he^ " to perform in- 
ftaritly what the king fo carneftly defires. I 
defpife equally the proffered reward, and thtf 
danger to which I (hall be expofed ; for I know 
that I (hall die. I only afk that you will aflift 
me with your prayers to God, and employ yout* 
intereft with the king, to provide for my fa- 
ther in his old age." Jaureglii was the bettei* 
qualified tp fucceed in his deilgn, as he Ipoke 
B b 2 • thf 
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^xvni^ the German language fluently, and was in nO 
\ m ^ ^y--j danger of being known to be a Spaniard. He 
'^^*' was confirmed in his purpofe by a prieft of the 
name ofTimmermanj from whom he received 
abfolution of his fins, and the ftrongeft aflfu- 
ranees, that by putting to death fo great a he- 
retic as the prince of Orange, he would in- 
fallibly fecure the favour of God and cver- 
. lafting happinefs* 
r 

Under a full convidion of the truth of what 
the prieft had declared, this deluded wretch fct 
out for the caftle, and having taken his ftation 
near the door of the apartment in which the 
prince had dined, he watcThed the opportunity 
of his coming out; when ftepping up to him, 
he difcharged a piftol at his head, loaded with 
a fingle ball. The ball entered a litdc beneath 
his right ear, and pafling under his palate and 
upper teeth, came out on the other fide. "Wil- 
liam was deprived for a moment of his Icnfcs; 
which he no fooner recovered, than he defircd 
his attendants to fave the life of the aflaffin. 
But the guards, trartfporced with iudden rage, 
had difpatched him. The appearance of the 
prince's woundj from the efFufion of blood, 
was extremely formidable, and as he was de- 
prived of his Ipeech by the fame caule, the 
fpeftators believed him to be at the point of 
death. The news of this difafter fpread qirickly 

over 
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over the town, and excited, in all ranks of ®xvni^ 
men, inexpreflible angujfh apd delpair. The * — <^-*^ 
citizens poured in crowds from every quarter '^^*' 
to learn the particulars of that calamity which 
had befallen them; and, as if each indivi- 
dual had loft his own proper parent, as well as 
the common parent of the ftate, there was np*- 
jhing to be heard but the voice of forrow 
,and lamentation. 

In the midft of this diftrefs, a rumour w?s 
propagated, that the French were the authors 
of the murder, and that it had been perpetrated 
in order to deliver the duke of Anjou fi-om the 
reftraints which had been impofed on his au- 
thority. This report gained eafy credit fropi 
the people* Their grief was now converted into 
fury, and they flew to the palace with an inten- 
tion to execute ^ fpeedy vengeance, 

In the mean time it was known at the caftle, 
that the aflaffin was a Spaniard, from papers 
found in his pocket, by Maurice, the prince 's^ 
fon^. Of this difcovery, notice was imme- 
diately carried to the prince, who had now re- 
covered his fpeechj and he was informed, at 
the fame time, of the danger to which Aiyoij 

v^ Maurice was at this time only fifteen years of age^bi^t WAS 
even then remarkable for his attention and fagacicy. 

B b 3 and 
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^ xvTii!^ and his countrymen were cxpofed. This m- 
telligcnce affcfted William in the moft' fenfiblc 
piannerj and notwithft^nding his prefent cri- 
tical fituation, he wrote, with his own hand^a 
billet in exculpation of the French. By this, 
joined with the pains which were taken by St, 
Aldegonde, the people were undeceived and pa- 
cified. The aflaffin's body having been ex- 
poied to public view, it was foon difcovcrcd 
that he had been a domcftic of Anaftro. Anaf- 
fro himfelf had fled, btit his fccretary^ whom 
jic had left behind to wait the iffuc of Jaurc- 
gui's attempt, and Timmerman, the prieft, 
were feized, and having confeflpd their guilt, 
they were condemned to fufFer death. At the 
jiefirc of the prince of Orange, who never 
peglected an opportunity of inculcatii^g huma- 
pity upon his countrymen, no tojturcs were in^ 
Aided on them. They were firfl: ftranglcd and 
then quartered, and their heads and limbs fixed 
,ovcr the gates of the city% 

William's recovery was dubious for feme 
fime, on account of the difficulty which the 
phyficiaps found in ftppping the e^iifion of 

* They remained there till the city fell into the handiof 
the prince of Parma, when they were taken down by tic 
popifh ecdefiafHcs, and burif^d with every mark of venera* 
fion which their fu|>erf^tion could deyife. 

blood; 
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blood J. but after all their applicadons had faUcd, .^^o.k 
they made a number of peribns. fucceed one ano- M ■-»■ '-j 
ther in.preffing .the mouth of the wound with ' ^^^ 
their thumbs, .without intcrmiffion, for the fpatje . 
of feveral days and nights ; and this, expedient 
proved at length fuccefsfol **. 

Anastro having gone from Antwerp to 
Tournay, where the prince of Parma then re- 
fided, aiErmed confidently that William h^d 
died of his wound. Farnefe too ralhly be- 
lieved him, and wrote letters to the citizens of 
Antwerp, and other places, exhorting* them 
to return now to theii; duty, fince that perfon 
was removed by whom tjiey . had been led 
^ftray, Thefc letters would not have been 
calculated^ in the prelcnt dilpofitipn of the 
people, to promote the prince of Parn[ia*s de- 
fign,. even, if the information on which he pro- 
ceeded had been true; but as they did not 
arrive till ^fter the people were delivered from 
their apprehenfions with regard to William's 
life, they feryed only to excite their ridicule 
and indignation*. 

^ Whilei his life was in danger, a public fapplication 
was offered up to heaven for his recovery ; and when 
it was accompliihed, a folemn thankfgiving was cele« 
l)rated. 

f Bentivoglio, p. <263. Meteren, p. .326. . Thnanus, 
lib. Ixxv^ 

B b 4 MEANWHItE 
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® Sy2j^ Meanwhile the operations of the war were 
K0m^)0m't^ not difcontinued by either of the contending 
iutliro%f parries. The States acquired poffeffioh of the 
^J^^^P**^ town of Alloft, and the prince of Parma made 
himielf mafter of Steenwick and Lierrcs. He 
was foon after enabled to aft with greater vi- 
gour than the weaknefs of his army had hitherto 
permitted him to exert. Having confcnted, 
with glreat reluftance, to the difiniflion of the 
Italian and Spanifh troops, he had employed 
all his addrcfs to convince the WaUoons that it 
was in vain for them to expeft, with their own 
forces alone, to bring the w^r to a conclufion. 
He found it extremely difficult to overcome 
their diifidcnce, and was obliged to obfcrvc 
the utmoft caution, in order to avoid awaken- 
ing thofe fufpicions which they had long in- 
dulged againft the Spaniards. . At length, how- 
ever, he accomplilhed his defign through the 
marquis dc Rouhais, who, as was mentioned 
^boye, had aftcd a principal part in promoting 
' the reconcilement of the fouthern provinces. 
With this nobleman, Farncfe had formed an 
intimate connexion, and had laboured aflidu- 
pufly to make him fenfible how neceflary it was 
that the troops fhoul4 be permitted to return. 
The marquis, flattered with the familiarity p 
which he was admitted, and prompted by the 
view of advancing his credit with the king, 
yielded a? laft to the prince's folicitations, and 

then 
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then employed his influence with the States fo ^^JL^*^ 



cfFcftually, that they not only confented to the 
return of the forces, but even petitioned the '^^** 
king for it in the moft earneft terms ^ 

As nothing coi^ld be more acceptable to 
Philip than this application, orders were im- 
tncdiately fent to Italy for the march of four 
regiments of veterans, confiding of near ten 
thoufand men; who, together with fcveral 
thouiand Burgundians and Germans, arrived in 
the Netherlands towards the end of the fummer' 
one thoufand five hundred and eighty-two. Af- 
ter the arrival of this reinforcement, the prince 
of Panna's army amounted to fixty thoufand 
foot and four thoufand horfe ; but finding it 
ncceflarf to leave more than the half of that 
number in garrifons, he could keep only about 
thirty thoufand in the field ; and a part of thefc 
was empbyed in Fricfland under Verdugo, while 
the reft ?^ere under his own immediate com- 
mand in the fouthern provinces. With thefc 
laft he too'c Chateau Cambrefis, Ninove, Gaef- 
bec, and ftveral other places; he attacked the 
army of the States, which he compelled to re- 
tire under the cannon of Ghent ; and then he 
laid fiege. to Bruflels, but the fcverity of the 
icafon, and tht difficulty of finding provifions 

f Bentivoglio, p. 258. 
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"^xviu ^ ^" ^ country which had been fo long the. (cat of 
V — ^^.^ war^ obliged him to defift from his attempt^ 
'^^** and to put his troops into winter-quarters'. 

s»tc o{ the The United States, on the other hand^ dif- 
ucy. covered great alacrity and zeal in fupportiog 

their new eftabUfhed government. They raifcd 
their yearly revenue from two millions four 
hundred thoufand, to four millions of gqildcn> 
with which they maintained, befides their na- 
tive troops, a confidcrable' number of Britilh> 
French, and German forces. But fo great a 
proportion of thefc forces was neceflary.fcr de- 
fending the forts and towns, that no . army 
could be aflembled fufiicient to contend widi 
-the enemy in the field, nor even to raife the 
fiege of any of thofq places which the prince of 
Parma attempted to fubdue. Thus the num- 
ber of towns belonging to the confederates was 
daily diminiftied, while their acquilltions were 
few and inconfiderable. And, as the enemy 
was now mlich more, formidable than before, 
they were filled with the moft disquieting ap^ 
prchenfions when they looked forward to die 
Anjofi fi>a. opening of a new campaign. Anjou, who par- 
awc^from ticipated with them in the anxiety, which fo cri- 
ws brother, tical a fituation was fitted to excite, did every 
thing in his power to procure from France the 

« Mctcrcn, p. 3j4* 
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iuccours which he had given them rcafon ' to ^^ ^^ ^ 
eiqjeft. * After many delays, the diike de Mont- s^ i '^^^^'^ 
'penfier and marcfchal Biron drrived in the ^^^ 
Netherlands in the end of November, wich 
between feven and eight thouAnd men, .partty 
Swifs and pkrtly French, With this reinforce- 
ment, under fo able a general as Biron, Anjou 
perceived that he might retard the progrefs of 
the prince of Parma's arms, but that he could 
not hope either to expel him from his new 
conquefts, or to bring the war to a condufion : 
he therefore renewed his folicitations at the 
court of France, and endeavoured to engage 
his brother more heartily to elpoufe his cairie. 

HENky's counfellors wer^ much divided in Henry's de^ 
their opinions with regard to the tn€afure$ pro- *'*^"** 
per to be purfued on this occafion. By fome 
of them, the prefcnt opportunity was rcpre- 
fented as the happieft that could offer for unit- 
ing the Netherlands to the crown of France. 
But, as thefe men did not intend to advance the 
intereft of Anjou, they did not employ any 
argument addreffcd to Henry's friendfhip or 
geherofityj and, inftead of exhorting him to 
afford his b'h)ther aid fufficient to cftablifh him- 
fclf fccurely in his new fbvercignty, they ad- 
yifed him only to give him fuch' affiftance^as 
might enable him to ftop the prbgrefs of 'the 
Spahifh arms. To this counfel :they fubjoin- 

ed. 
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*xvm ^ ^^* ^^^ Henry ought to maintain a fleet in 
iii..-(^*.^ the Channel^ and an army on the frontier of 
*^ Luxemburg^ in order to prevent the prince of 
Parma from receiving fuppUe$ from Spain or 
Italy. And in this pofture, they lai^, he 
ought to wait, without expofing his troops to 
the hazards of war, till the contending parties 
ihould exhauft their ftrength, when it would 
be eafy for him to drive the Spaniards out of 
die Netherlands, and his brother and the States, 
in order to obtain his proteftion, would gladly 
accept of whatever terms he (hould think fit to 
impoTe, But fuch a plan, which the great abi- 
lities of Farncfc would have difconcertcd, w^ 
too refined, and required too much labour^ 
patience, attention, and expencc, to be relifti- 
ed by a prince fo indolent and voluptuous as 
Henry, who was fo improvident of the fii- 
ture, and whofc afiairs were fp exceedingly in-* 
vojved. 

Henry re- He llftencd with Icfs reluAancc to a propofal 
sranthij made him by fome others of his counfellors, 
^"^^ who being well acquainted with his charadtcr, 
perceived that his hefitation proceeded in a 
great meafure from the fhame of dcferting his 
brother, and that in reality he wifhed for a pre- 
tence to rejeft his application. Thefc men, fc- 
cret enemies to the duke, and partizans of 
. Philip, whofe money it was believed they h^d 

accepted, 
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accepted, were afraid to declare openly againft ^xv^^ 



tj^ 



a mcafure in which the heir-apparent of the 
crown, fupported by the queen-mother, was 
fo deeply intcreftcd. They afFefted to approve 
highly of the granting Anjou> requcft, provid- 
ed the king could comply with it confiftently 
with the intereft of his kingdom. But both the 
intereft and honour of France, they thought^ 
required that the States fhould previoufly agree, 
that, in the event of the duke's death without 
iflue, the king and his heirs fhould fuccced him 
in the fovereignty of the Netherlands. They 
knew that the States would not confent to this 
condition. It was, however, propofed to them, 
and having met with that reception from diem 
which there was reafon to expeft, notice was 
foon afterwards fcnl to Anjou by the queen- 
mother, and his other friends, of the unfuc- 
cefsful iflue of their endeavours to ferve him \ 



This difappointment, which rendered it im- Anj^> au 
poflible for him to fulfil the expcftations of his ^^^^ 
new fubjefts, was calculated to give him the ?J|*J^ 
mofl: fenfible concern. A candid and grateful 
prince would have thought himfclf bound more 
ftrongly than ever to exert himfelf in their be- 
half; and, by a careful attention to their in* 
tcrefts, joined to a faithful difcharge of hi* 

r Thuanus, lib. xxvU. c. ix. Metcrcn, lib. »• 
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BOOK' othci: oblig^rio05f tp. at;one for his failure in 
i_- -'^ that fin^gco^np which he was unablq to pcr- 
«5^- ferm. Widkiy different >yerc the fcntiments 
which arofc in the Jpirid of the faithlefs unge- 
nerous Anjow. Apprehenfive that the. Flem- 
ings, difgiied on account of th^ir difappoint- 
ment in thofe lnopes of ajfliftance with which 
;hcy had been deluded, might withdraw their 
^Hcgiance from him, and reconcile th^mfclves 
to thieir fojrmer fovereignj he refolved to pre- 
vent them from executing this defign, in cafe 
they fhouid conceive it, and in violation of all 
0\e bjkths which he had iVorn fo lately, he 
fpfmed a pkn of depriving them pf their liber- 
ly, by making himfelf mafter of all the towns 
jnto which hb troops had already found, or 
CQuld by force or ftr^tagem find, admiflion. 

This ftr^nge defign, it is faid, was firfl: fiig- 
gefted to him by his partifans in France, in or- 
dier to induce Henry to grant him the ^.ffiftance 
whiqh }ie folicited j and it was ftron^ly recom- 
mended by Fervaqqcs, and Other Frcrich i^obi- 
j^ty who h^ accompanied him to the.Nether- 
iw^?* T.h?^® ^^^ ^^^^ ?^^ ^^^ ^^ pretended 
|ri^n4s to A?J9^> ^"^ aficdcd to be deeply coo- 
£^rn«p4 for his honour, with which they pcr^ 
iHftdf^ hiffi, .tl>^t fu^h a limited authority as 
he poffcflcd was utterly incompatible. Had 
tfiey .faten hia mofl: inv£tcratt5 ^acmics, . thcf 

could 
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could not have advifcd him to a meafurc more ^^^^ * 
likely to prove fatal to his intereft. Yet this ^ " ^^^^mj 
weak prince, without communicating his in- *^^** 
tention to Biron or Monpenfier, who would 
have rcfiifed their confent, readily cmbrared 
the counfel that was given him, arid imme- 
diately proceeded to deliberate with his ad- 
vifers concerning the means of carrying it into 
execution*. 

It was agreed, that the French troops, in all iftj. 
the towns where they were quartered, fhould, 
under the pretence of a mutiny, take up arms, . 
and expel the garrifons ; and in this manfier he 
got pofleffion of Dunkirk, Dixmudc, Den- 
dremonde, and feveral other places; but his 
principal objcdt was the city of Antwerp. It 
would have been in vain^ he believed, to at- 
tempt making himfelf mafter of fo ftrong a 
place by open force, with fo fmall a number 
of his troops as were within the city ; and there- 
fore, in conjunftion whh his counfellors, he 
exerted all his ingenuity in contriving how * 
force and artifice might be united. On this 
cccafion, Fortune feemed to favour his defign. 
Towards the middle of January, after the froft • 
had continued for fomc time, the States*figni- 
ficd their intention to have his troops employed 

* Thuantrs, 1. xxvS. c. lO. Mctercn, p. 336, 
^ - 9 in 
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,in an expedition againft feme of the enemy's 
towns in Fricfland, which, on account of their 
*^^^' wet (ituation, were acceffible only in the time 
of froft. Anjou pretended to enter with great 
alacrity into this defign. He immediately gave 
orders to have his troops conducted to the vil- 
lages in the neighbourhood of Antwerp, where 
he held them ready to march upon the fhorteft 
notice; and, under various pretences, he 
brought to his court at Antwerp almoft all 
the French noblcflc, who had been dilperfed 
throughout the Netherlands. 

Being thus prepared, his plan was to feizc 
upon the gate of Cronenburg, which lay next 
to the palace, with his body-guards^^ and to in- 
troduce his army filently in the night ; but, on 
the day immediately preceding, an obfcurc re- 
port of his intention was circulated among the 
citizens, and .a general alarm excited. The 
prince of Orange and the magiftrates thought it 
proper to inform the duke of this report, and 
propofcd to hang up lights in the city, and to 
ftrctch chains acrofs the ftrcets and gates, in 
order to quiet the apprehenfions of the people. 
Anjou could not, without confirming the fuf- 
picions entertained againft him, refufe his con- 
fent to this propofal ; but as he poflefled a con^ 
fiderablc fhare of his mother's duplicity and ar- 
tifice, he aflumed, with fo much feeming fince- 

3 . rity. 
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tity, and appearance of indignation againft 
the authors of the report, accompanied with 
fuch ftrong profefllons of attachment to the 
Netherlands in general, and the city of Ant- 
werp in particular, that not only the magi- 
ftrates, but even the prince of Orange was 
almoft perfuaded of his innocence. The ftreets 
however were barricaded, the whole town was 
illuminated, and many of the citizens were 
underarms* 

These circumftances having made it neceA 
fary for Anjou to change his plan, he went 
early pext morning to the prince of Orange's 
apartment in the caftle, and after informing him 
that he had ordered his troops to be drawn out 
for a general review before their departure for 
Friefland, he defired the prince to accom- 
pany him to the field. Whether William had 
ftiU any fufpicion of his defign is uncertain} 
but he declined complying with his requeft, 
alleging the badnefs of the day, and the ftatc 
of his wound, as an excufe for his rcfufal; and 
he advifed die Duke to put off the review till 
fome future day, when the people would be 
entirely delivered from thofe apprehenfions with 
which they were at prefent diftjuietcd. Anjou 
pretended that he would comply with his ad- 
vice, and left him; but foon afterwards he 
fent him nodce, that, finding the day cleared 
Vol. II. C c up. 
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1^ o o K Up, he ftill refolved to hold the review^ as he 
L^.yj,?J had firft intended. He then gave orders 
^^^^' to remove the barricades in the -ftrcet which 
leads to^the gate of Ripdorff, and fetout, at- 
tended with a retinue in arms, Mnounting to 
between two and three hundred men. 

He had nd fooner paffed the gate and the 
draw-bridge, than his attendants fell, fword in 
hand, upon the guards, and having butchered 
fome of them, obliged the reft to take flielter 
in the guard-houfe. The orders which he had 
fent to th^e camp had been pundually executed. 
The whole army was in motion, and fevcntccn 
companies of foot, fix hundred lances, and 
four troops of horfe were at hand, and ready to 
enter the city. They rufhed in impetuouflyj 
and, having fet fire to fome houfes near the 
gate, as a fignal for the reft of the troops to 
haften forward, they fpread themfelves over the 
town, crying out, " May the mafs flourilb! 
the city is taken." 

The citizens had been in fome meafurc freed 

from their apprehenfions, by Anjou's protcfta- 

tions on the evening before ; but they had not 

• " been put entirely off their guard. They flew 

inftantly to arms, and quickly formed a clofc 

, • xompafted body, of fufficient ftrength to make 

liead againft* the enemy: Their number was 

* ' foofl 
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foon augmented by. others, whb flocked to ^ ^^^i ^ 
their affiftance from every quarter of the city, u^.---1j 
None declined expofing themfelves to danger^ *^*^' 
or trufted to others for their defence. They 
remembered the devaftations which had been 
committed fomc years before by the mutinous 
Spaniards, and were perfuaded, that they could 
not now avoid a repetition of the difafters which 
they then fufFered, by any other means, but, 
by exerting their utmoft vigour, and fhewingj 
each man for himfelf, a contempt of dangcn ' 
Animated therefore by the dread of that ruin 
v^ith which their fortunes, their friends, theii" 
wives and children, were about to be over- 
whelmed! and fired with indignation againft 
their ungrateful, perfidious enemy, they ad- 
vanced with a degree of fury which the French 
troops were unable to withftand. Many of the 
French had entered the houfes for the fake of 
plunder. Thcfe men were quickly furrounded 
by the citizens, and put to the fword : the reft 
were driven back towards the gate. Therd 
they expefted, either to be fupported by their 
friends from the camp, or to make their efcape 
out of the city; but, having negleftcd to {q^ 
cure the portcullis, the -foldiers, who had fhut^ 
themfelves up in the guard-houfe> had fallicd 
out and kt it down. By this circumftance the 
French were thrown into defpair, and the refo-» 
lution and fpirit of the citizens, augmented^ 

C c 2 ' The , • 
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'^xvm^ The fituation of the former was now truly 
^— v~-^ deplorable: difappointed of that afliftancc from 
'^^^* without, on which they had depended, and 
crowded together into a narrow fpaccs while 
the citizens, who purfued, poured th^ir fliot 
upon them without a moment's intermiflion; 
they fell in heaps above one another, till the 
gate was choked with the dead and wounded. 

The citizens made next a dclperate attack 
on a body of French troops who had mounted 
the rampart, and either put them to the fword, 
or tumbled them headlong from the wall. Of 
this fcene, Anjou himfelf, and the Swift troops, 
who had attempted in vain to burft open the 
gate, were fpedlators. At firft he thought it 
was the citizens that were thrown down, and 
believed it muft have been by accident that the 
portcullis had been Ihut* He could not fup- 
pofe that the inhabitants, unaccuftomed to the 
ufe of arms, could, in the ipace of an hour, 
have difcomfited fo great a number of difci- 
plined forces; but he was foon undeceived in 
his conjefture. The citizens, ftill inflamed 
with indignation, on account of his unprovoked, 
atrocious attempt, pointed their cannon to- 
wards the place where he flood, and killed a 
confiderable number of the Swifs* 
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The prince of Orange, wlio lodged in the ^ ^^^ ^ 
caftle, at the oppofite end of the city, remained 
ignorant for fome time of what had paffcd, ^^^^ 
and when intelligence of it was brought him, 
he at firft believed it to be fome accidental 
fcuffle between the inhabitants and foldiers; 
but at laft receiving more certain information 
of the. truth, he fet out with a part of the gar- 
rifon for the fcene of aftion. In his way thither 
he met Fervaques advancing towards him 
with ^ body of French troops, which had 
been left behind in the palace. At the firft 
onfet, Fervaques himfelf was taken prifoner, 
and his troops, difheartened by the lofs of their 
commander, and ftill more by the confciouf- 
nefs of their treachery, were eafily overcomcw 
William then proceeded to the gate of Rip- 
dorfF, where he arrived in time to prevent the 
citizens from wrecking an ufelefs, though me* 
rited, vengeance upon the prifoners. 

Nothing could be more afFefting fays an 
hiftorianS whofe information was derived from 
cye-witneffes, than the fpeftacle at the gate : 
the dead bodies piled one upon another to a ■''' 
confiderable height, and the wounded mingled 
with the dead, weltering in blood, uttering 
the moft doleful lamentations, and ftruggling 
to difengage thcmfelves from each other, or 

* V^nMeteren. 
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BOOK from* the bodies of their flaughtered friends. 

W .I -^'^ I At the prince's interccffion the lives of all the 

I5?3« * prifoners were fpared, and many of the wounded 

recovered, through the attention and tcnder- 

nefs of thofc to whofc care they were com- 

. rnittedt 

The number of the French found dead in 
different parts of the city, amounted to fifteen 
hundred, among whom were upwards of three 
hundred perfoqs of diftinction. And the. pri- 
foners, including thofe who furrendered to the 
prince of Orange, were coniputcd at two thou^ 
fand. Sq great was the lofs which Anjoq 
fuftained froni this ill-concerted enterprife; 
while only one hundred of the inhabitants 
were killed, and the fame number wounded. 
It would be impoflible, notwithftanding the 
defperate bravery of the citizens, to account 
for this extreme dilparity bet^yixt the lofs on 
the one fide, and that on the other, were it not 
for a circumftance which one of the hiftorians^ 
has mentioned, that the French, either from 
negligence, or their general's confidence of 
fuccefs, had brought very little ammunition 
with them, and, during the greateft part of 
fhe combat, ftood expofed to the enemy's fire, 
without having any other weapon to defend 
.|hcrn but their , fwords. 

^.Reidan. 
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It is eafier to imagine than defcribe the con- book 
fufion with which Anjou muft have been over- 
whelmed, when he refleAed on the egregious '^^* 
folly into which he had been betrayed. He 
paffed the night in a neighbouring fort called 
Berchem, where there was neither furniture 
nor provifions. From that place he wrote a 
letter to the fenate of Antwerp, in which, after 
boafling abfurdly of the proofs which he had 
given of his attachment to the Netherlands, 
he fubjoined. That although the misfortune 
which had happened, had arifen from the un- 
worthy treatment which he had met with, yet 
he was deeply penetrated with forrow and re- 
pentance on account of it ; that he ftill retained 
all his wonted afFeftion towards them, and' had 
fent them this letter, partly to enquire what 
were their intentions with refpecfl to him, and 
pardy to defire that they would fend him hisf 
papers, furniture, and fervants ; hoping that 
thefc laft, who were entirely innocent of what 
had been done, fhould not fuffer any harm'. 

To this letter the fenate made no return, ^ 
but referred it to the confideration of the prince 
of Orange and the States; and in the meaa 
time Anjou, being utterly dcftitute of every 
thing neceffary for the fupport of his troops, 
^ left Berchem and dire6ted his march toward^ 

^'Meteren, p. 339. ' 

C c 4 Dendre- 



Digitized by VjOOQLC 



39* HISTORY OF THE REIGN OF 

^ B o o ic Dcndrcmondc. He intended to have gone thi- 
ther by the Ihorteft road^ but the citizens of 
Antwerp having fcnt a number of armed veflcls 
to oppofe* his paflage over the Scheld, he was 
obliged to turn back^ and to fetch a compafs 
round by Duflfelj Mechlin^ Rimenant, and 
Vilvordcn, In this march^ befides fufifcring 
the greateft hardfliips in his own perfon, he loft 
a confidcrable number of his troops by an in-^ 
vndation of the river Nethe. From Dufiel 
he wrote letters to the governors of Bruflels, 
and other places, in which he threw the whole 
blame of, what had happened on the inhabitants 
of Antwerp, and reprefcnted the affair as a 
tumult, in which his troops, when upon their 
way to the camp, had interfered, but which 
had arifen in confcqucnce of the ill ufage which 
he himfelf had received. This dillngenuous 
conduft ferved toexafperate the people of Ant- 
werp more than ever againft him, and they 
publifhed a vindication of their conduft, let- 
ting forth, " That they had in all relpc6ts de^ 
meancd themfelves towards him as became 
good and faithful fubjcfts. They had given 
him even more than their proportion of the 
fopplies, and had raifcd the fum of feventy 
thoufand guilders ; which, inftead of applying 
it to pay the arrears due to the army, he had 
diftributed among his French and Swift troops 
tp encourage them in their Ute atrocious at- 
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tempt. Nothing could be more palpably un- ^^i^/^ 
juft than to impute that attempt to the citizens y^^^r"-^ 
of Antwerp, fince> on the fanie day, the French "^ ^' 
troops had offered the fame violence in other 
places. By the kind providence of Heaven, 
the plan concerted to enflave them, had been 
fruftrated, in fuch towns as were of the greateft 
importance J and it was their earneft prayer, 
that the duke might become fenfible of the 
iniquity of his condufty and refolve for the 
future to govern the provinces conformably to 
thofe fundamental laws of the conftitution, 
which, at his accefllon, he had folemnly fworn 
to obferve." 

The news of what had happened, having 
been quickly diffufed throughout the provinces, 
excited univcrfal aftoniflimcnt and indignation. 
The prince of Parma, defirous to improve the 
opponunity which was prefented to him, at- 
tempted to reconcile the people to their ancient 
government. But his endeavours were not 
more fuccefsful now than formerly. The con- 
federates were deaf to his propofals ; and cveh 
refufed to appoint ambafladors to treat with him 
concerning peace. 

The States in the mcjin time were delibera- tferiwa- 
ting concerning the letter which Anjou had sutet. 
written to the fcnate of Antwerp. Had they 

liftened 
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BOOK liftened to that juft refcntment with which they 
^■■-s/^--i^ were inflamed, they would not have hefitated 
'^^> to declare that he had forfeited the fovereignty. 
But they confidered how extremely critical their 
fituation was become, while Anjou was maftcr 
of feveral of their fortified towns, and the 
prince of Parmaihovered round them with an 
army, againft Which they were unable to con- 
tend. In this perplexity they intreated the 
prince of Orange, who had hitherto remained 
filent, to aflift them -with his counfcL No 
perfon felt more fenfibly for the diftrels into 
which Anjou's temerity had plunged the con- 
federacy; and no perfofi had a jufter ground of 
provocation. It was by his means chiefly that 
Anjou had obtained the fovereignty; and yet 
it could not be doubted, that in fending Fer- 
vaques with troops to the cafl:le, as above re- 
lated, the intention was to deprive him cither of 
his life or of his liberty. Notwithflianding this, 
William had atfirft interpofed to prevent the 
citizens from ufing any violence againft the 
prifoncrs ; and he now gave the following con- 
ciliatory advice to the States in writing, as he 
generally did in matters which he deemed of 
. high importance. 

It was not, he faid, without relu6lancc, 
that he had refolved to deliver his opinion on 
the difficult qucftion which was now before 

them, 
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them, as it had of late been the praftice of b o on 

. xvin 

many pcrfons to blame him for every misfor- ^ ^ '^ 

tune that had befallen the confederacy. Even *5^^- 
if he had been inverted with abfolute authority, 
their cenfure would have been unjuft, fince the 
iffues of things belong to God only, and no 
man can anfwer for the fuccefs of the beft con- 
certed enterprife. Confidering his age, and 
the injuftice with which he had been treated, 
it would be prudent perhaps not to expofe him- 
felf again to the obloquy of Kis detradlors. 
But his concern for the proiperity of the Ne- 
therlands would not fufFcr him to maintain 
that filence, which a regard to his perfonal 
eafe and fccurity required; efpccially as they 
affured him that they would take in good part, 
and interpret favourably^ whatever counfel he 
fhould offer, 

Nothing was farther from his intention 
th^n to attempt to juftify that atrocious violence 
which had been lately perpetrated : on the con- 
trary, he thought the conduft of the duke had 
been fuch as proved, beyond a poflibility of 
doubt, that he had forfeited his title to the 
fovereignty. Notwithftanding this, no per* 
fon, he believed^ who fufFered himfclf to con- 
fider attentively the courie of events fince 
their firft connexion with the duke, would 
deny that this connexion had been attended - 

with 
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^xvm.^ ^^* advantages. By his troops, not only the 
fiegc of Cambray, but that of Lochcm too, had 
been raifcd, and the whole province of Guelder- 
land thereby faved from the depredations of 
the enemy. In confcquence of his eleftion, 
peace had been eftabliflicd between the catho- 
lics and protcftants m France, and the latter 
left at liberty to enter into the fervice of the 
States. Not to mention what they, ought per- 
haps to prize more than any thing, elle, that, 
byeleding the duke for their fovercign, not 
only the authority, but the name and arms of 
Spain, had been abolilhed in the Netherlands, 
and a foundation laid, upon which their liberty 
might be firmly eftablifhed, provided dicy 
ihould exert themfelves with their wonted zeal 
and vigour. When thefe things were confi- 
dered, there would not appear much ground 
for the cenfures pa/Ted on thofc by whom die 
duke^s eledion had been promoted. But whe- 
ther they had judged wifely or unwifdy, the 
States muft now rcfolve either to make peace 
,with the king of Spain, or truft for the future to 
their own ftrength, or enter into terms of ac- 
commodation with the duke. 

With regard to the firft of thefe, he ob- 
ferved, that befides that all the fame reafons ftill 
fubfxfted againft returning under the Spanifii 
yoke, which had formerly determined them to 
• • • Ihakc 
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(hake it off; it muft appear prcpoftcrous to ^^vm^ 
think of reconciling themfclves as fubjeds to a vi-^y--^ 
prince, whofc name and enfigns were oblite- *^ ^* 
rated, and whofc authority they had fo folemnly 
renounced. There was truth in what fomc 
perfons (friends of Spain more than their na- 
tive country) had fuggefted, that it was more 
defirable for the people of the Low Countries 
to be fubjeft to a diftant, than to a neighbour- 
ing prince, as it muft be more difficult for the 
former, than for the latter, to encroach upon 
their liberty. But this maxim could not, in 
the prefent divided ftate of the Netherlands, be 
urged in favour of the dominion of the king of 
Spain ; who, befides pofleffing a powerful army 
ready to overwhelm them, was abfolute mafter 
of feveral of the provinces; and was there- 
fore, in reality, much nearer to the confederacy 
than any other prince. 

Prompted by this and other confiderations^ 
they had bcftowed the fovereignty on the duke 
of Anjou; and he, it could not be denied, had 
forfeited his title to it. This was acknow- 
ledged cveh by the duke himfelf, who was iiow 
fenfible of his folly. But notwithftanding his 
repentance, there was much ground to doubt 
of the expediency of entering into a fecond 
agreement with one by whom the firflr had been 
fo grofsly violated. There was ground to dread 
5 that 
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BOOK that the fame evil counfellors, by whom the 

w-^-^^ j duke had been once deluded, might again 

'^'^' deceive him ; and there was reafon to fufped, 

that confidence could not be foon reftorcd 

between the French troops and the people of 

the Netherlands. 

On the other hand, he thought it is duty 
to call their attention to the confequenccs which 
niuft attend their refufing to be pacified. The 
duke would deliver all the fortified towns 
which he poffefled, into the hands of the Spa- 
niards. Both he and his brother, the king of 
France, would from friends be converted into 
the moft bitter enemies; from whom all that 
juifchief might be expefted, that can be con- 
trived and executed by thofe who are ftimulated 
by ambition, and inflamed with animofity and 
refentment. An immediate Hop would be put 
by the French king to their commerce with his 
fubjefts ; and while he would (hut his harbours 
againft their fhips, he would open a paffagc 
through his dominions for the troops of the 
king of Spain. Even the queen of England, 
though highly diffitisfied with the duke's con- 
VJqft, yet were flie to be informed that the 
States had obftinately refuted to be reconcikd, 
would be exceedingly offended. And if they 
Ihould lofe her favour, as well as that of France, 
to what other friend could they hay? recoiirfe, 

9 cit!;er 
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cither able or willing to fupport them ? They book 
muft for the future truft for their prefervation u -yl^ij 
entirely to themfelves. They muft, without , *^^^' 
delay, make a numerous augmentation of th^ir 
forces ; and yet he knew not where thefe forces 
could be raifcd, fince the devaftation of the war 
had been fo great in every province of the con- 
federacy, that fcarcely a fufEcient number of 
the people remained, to carry on their trade 
and manufadures. In order to maintain fuch 
an army as was ncceflary, much larger fums of 
money were requifite, than had hitherto been 
collefted. What thefe were, would appear 
from the fcheme which he now delivered to 
them, containing a particular dcfcription of all 
the ordinary and extraordinary expences of the 
war. From the difficulty which they had jcx- 
perienced in procuring money for paying the 
garrifons alone, they might judge whether 
they were poffeffed of funds adequate to the 
cxpencc both of thefe and of an army in the 
field; without which, it was impoflible that 
they could for any confiderable time refift 
the enemy. 

He was far from cenfuring thofe who adt 
vifed them to truft to the Almighty for pro- 
teftion. The counfel of thefe perfons was piou$ 
and well-intended; but he thought, that to 
engage in any diificult enterprife without the 

means. 
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^xvni ^ ^^^^^ ^f carrying it into execution^ was more 
properly to tempt, the Divine Providence than 
to truft in it ; and that thofc only coxild be faid 
to excrcifc a proper truft in God, who, after 
embracing the moft favourable opportunities 
of aftion, had recourfe to Heaven by prayer, to 
crown their undertakings with fuccefs. It be- 
hoved them therefore ftill attentively to con- 
fider their ftrength and their refources j and if, 
without foreign affiftance, they fhould find 
them fufficient for the purpofes which they had 
in view, they would, in his opinion, judge 
wifely in rcfolving to retain the fovcrcigmy 
in their own hands. 

There was a time when the people of the 
Netherlands might have eftabliflied themfclvcs 
in this happy ftate of freedom and independ- 
ence 5 when, in Ipite of the king of Spain, 
they might have expelled his brother John of 
Auftria from the provinces. * But our prcfent 
fituation, continued William, is widely different 
from what it was at the time of which I 
Ipeak. A powerful Spanifh army, fccondcd 
by thofe who were then our friends, is at our 
gates. The ftrength of the confederacy is im- 
paired. Even with the affiftance of the French 
troops, we have been unable to ftop the pro- 
grefs of the enemy. If neverthelefs you fliall, 
upon inquiry, find that you are able, by mak- 
ing 
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ing greater exertions, to do more alone, than *i^^, 
when you were affiftcd by others, banifh for ^ ' ^■ — ^ 
ever all thoughts of an accommodotion with ** ^* 
the duke, and jefolve henceforth, alone and 
unafliftcd, to oppofe. both him and the Spa- 
niards. Proceed fnftantly to the execution of 
your defign. But I dread that before you can 
make the preparations neceflary for entering 
upon aftion, before you can collect either the 
troops or the money requifite, and even before 
you can appoint a general to command your 
forces, many of your towns will be taken i ai\d 
many of them, defpairing of relief, will enter 
into terms of accommodation with the Spa- 
niards. For thefe reafons you will judge, per- 
haps, that in your prcfcnt circumftanccs the 
wifeft refolution which you can form, is to 
enter into a treaty of reconcilement with the 
duke. And if this fhall be the refult of your 
deliberations, I have only one other counfcl to 
fuggeft, which is, to give particular atten- 
tion in your new agreement to prevent the 
fortified towns from being expofed on anj^ 
future occafion to that danger from which, the 
city of Antwerp has fo narrowly efcaped ; and 
for this purpofc to require, that no officer 
or foldier fhall be admitted into garrUbns with« 
out taking an oath of allegiance and fidelit/ 
to the States*." • ^ 

"** Van Meteren and Tbganuf. 

Vol. II. D d This 
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^ xvm ^ '^^^^ reafoniiig of the prince? of Orange pro- 
u -y. -i ducedthe dcfircd efFe<ft upon a great majority 
RccOTdie- o^ ^^^ deputici, and a negociation was imme- 
Sat!r^ with* ^*^^^ty begun, and foon afterwards a treaty of 
Anjou. peace, and reconciliation was concluded on the 
^^ following conditions % That all the F^rcnch pri- 
foners in Antwerp Ihould be fet at liberty, the 
duke's papers and other cfFc6ks reftorcd, and 
ninety thoufand guilders given him for dif- 
charging the arrears due to his troops. That 
he (hould deliver up all the towns which he had 
feixed, retire to Dunkirk with four hundred 
foot an4 three hundred horfe, and remain there 
till every point of difference fhould be entirely 
fettled i that he ihould renew the oath which he 
took at his inauguration, to govern the pro- 
vinces according to the fundamental laws, and 
that all his troops Ihould take an oath of alle- 
giance to the States, binding themfclvcs to 
fcrve them faithfully againft their enemies, and 
never to be concerned in any attempt to the 
prejudice of their authority. 

Atteitiptt As in promoting this agreement the prince of 

bn the life *^ . ^ l n. J j 

«f the Orange appears to have adted under a convic- 
pran|t!^ tion, that there was no other expedient by which 
the confederacy could be faved from ruin s (o, 
Jh being able to perfuade the States to adopt ir, 
he gave the moft convincing proof of his un- 
limited influence over that affembly. The 

people 
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brabantj were extremely averfe to any accom- c—v^ ^ 
modatioii* Their hereditary antipathy againft '^ ^ 
the French: had, on this occafion j rifen to the 
greateft height. Many of the deputies too 
ivere ahlmated with the faitie averfion and re^ 
fehtment; nor can it be doubted^ that if they 
had not been prevented by that deference which 
they had been long accuftoiilcd to entertain 
for ^William's opinion, they would have pro- 
ceeded againft Anjou to the utmofi extremi- 
ties, and have fefolved never more to acknow- 
ledge his authority* The Spaniards were not ' 
ignorant by whom the States had been prevented 
from forriiing this cefolutionj and they were 
now convinced, that, till the prince of" Orange 
were removed, no event, however pfomifing^ 
would induce the confederates to return to thcif 
dilegiance. They had recourfe therefore to the 
diihonourable means of private aflaflinationi 
and to attempt it, different pcrfons we|-e infli* 
gated about this time by Philip or his miniftersa 
one of them by Philip himfclf, according to the 
declaration of the criminal ; but more probably, 
by^ hisminifters at Madrid: another by his am- 
balTador at the Court of France i and a third by 
the marquis de Roubais and the prince ^o^ 
I'arrtia* The confpiracy of the two former' waa 
detefted; and they fuffered death ; and the laftj 
a French gfiicer, whom Roubais had taken pri^* 
D d a fonefj 



Digitized by 



Google 



404 HIStORY OF THE REIGN OF 

^ xvui ^ ^^^^^i ^^^ ^^o had pretended to stgrce to tht 
^-^^--^ propofal, in order to procure his liberty, gave 
*^ ^' information to William's friends pf die argu- 
ments which had been employed to pcrftiadc 
him, and (hewed, by his oonduft afterwards in 
the ferviceof the States, the fincerity of his ab- 
horrence of that unallowed deed which he had 
been folicitcd to perform ^. 

Kfcontentf The danger to which the prince was lb often 
pfe. ^ " cxpofed from the inveterate rcfentment of the 
Spaniards, ought to have endeared his pcrfon 
and counfels to his countrymen, and they pro- 
duced this effcft in a high degree upon all thofe 
who were able to comprehend the wilclom and 
rnode ration with which he had conducfted their 
affairs. But great numbers having formed 
their judgment of Anjou's eledion to the fovc- 
reignty, from the late unhappy confcquenccs 
with >which it. had been accompanied, could 
not refrain from afcribing fomc finiftcr inten- 
tion to thofe who had been aftive in promo- 
ting it. They were incapable of difceming 
the ftrcngth of the motives by which William 
had been prompted to advife the States to renew 
their agreement, and they even foftcred fufpi- 
' cionsof his having attached hirafelf to the duke, 
; with a view to the attaining of fome private 

P Meteren* p. 348. 

advantage. 
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advantage. This fpirit of difcontcnt was not ®^j„ ^ 
confined to the vulgar, but likewife infeded y^--^'-^ 
fevcral of the deputies of the States, who be- *^ ^*' 
came fuUen and rcfradtory ; and by thoir con- 
tentious oppofition to almofl: every meafure 
that was propofed, difturbed and retarded die 
deliberations of that aflcmbly. A great majo- 
rity, however, of the members agreed to em- 
ploy the French and Swifs troops under maref- 
chal Biron, whom the duke had appointed to 
command .them. Biron having not only had 
no concern in the attempt upon Antwerp, but 
having been confidered by Anjou as one by 
whom it would have been oppofcd, was the moft 
unexceptionable perfon to whom the command 
coidd have been committed, and he had been 
long diflinguilhed for his military fkill and ex** 
perience. At firft his arms were attended with 
fuccefs. He compelled the fort of Wouda to 
furrendcr, and with inferior forces he repulfcd 
the prince of Parma, who had attacked his lines 
near the town of Rofcndal. But it was impof- 
fible for him with fo fmall an army to flop the 
progrefs of the Spaniards in other places, or to 
face them in the open field. Farnefe therefore 
pulhed his conquefts with great rapidity, and 
made himfelf matter of Endovc, Died, and 
Wefterlo, while he praftifed every art of nego- 
tiation a^d intrigue againft Bruges, Ghent, and 
other places. 

Ddj During 
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^xvSi^ During the courfc of thcfe tran&Siom Ac 
*— ^y^-"^ duke of Anjou fell into a lingering illnefs at 
'^'^ Dunkirk^ which was generally fuppoied to be 
the efFcft of thofe hardihips which he fufiered 
in his retreat from Antwerp. Whether he be- 
lieved himfclf infccure in his prefent (ituadon, 
while the prince of Parma was fo briikly carry- 
ing on his conquefts in the neighbourhood, or 
found that his health required a change of air, 
and a relaxation from the fatigues of bufinefs, 
or whether he had conceived hopes at this time 
of obtaining, by a perfonal interview with his 
brother, more powerful afliftancc dian he had 
hitherto received, does not appear with fiiffi- 
cient evidence. But whatever was the motive 
which determined him, he left Dtmkirk, and 
fet out for France. 

♦rogreft of Th5 princc of Parma was no fooner informed 
xwr""^ of his departure, than he quitted Hcrcntals, 
.*««• and led his troops to Dunkirk. The States, 

aware of the importance of that place, ordered 
marefchal Biron to march with all his forces to 
its relief. But fuch was the refentment which 
the Ghentefe and other FIcmmgs had conceived 
againft the French, that no confideration could 
prevail upon them to fufFer Biron to pals 
through their territories. They had refolved, 
they faid, never to accede to the late^ agree- 
ment with the duke^ whom they could noc 

tnift> 
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truft, and they would not be indebted to his » xvm.'^ 
troops for their defence. The eonfcqucncc to ' — -v-^-*^ 
be expcdted followed. The garrifon of Dun- ^^^'' 
kirk, which confiftcd wholly of French, gave 
up the town in a few days to the prince of 
Parma. He then laid fiege to Nieuport, and 
took it with fo much facility as gave ground for 
a fufpicion of treachery on the part of the gar- 
rifon. He intended next to have invefted 
Oftend, but having learnt that the prinqc of 
Orange had taken particular paiqs to provide for 
its fccurity, he rclinquifhed his dcfign; and 
having turned his arms againft Dixmude ancj 
Meningen, he fubducd thefe and feveral other 
places with a degree of celerity with which th« 
people of the Netherlands had never been ac- 
cuftomed to fee any military enterprifes carried 
on. But his fuccefs ferved only to dazzle and 
confound the confederates, inftcad of opening 
their eyes to the fatal confequences of that dis- 
cord which had expofed fo great a number of 
their aflbciates an eafy prey to the Spaniards, 
Except augmenting the garrifons of two or 
three towns, in the preferv^tion of which 
fome of the deputies were perfonallyinterefted, 
no vigorous refolution of any confequencc wa$ 
formed by the States, although they held their 
fcilions daily, and were daily alarmed with freih 
accounts of fome new lofs which the confederacy 
had fuftainedf 

D d 4 Abovt 
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About this tinic an incident fell out at 
Antwerp, which ftrongly marks the fpirit by 
which the Flemings were aftuated on this occa- 
fion.* The prince of Orange having given or- 
ders for building an additional rampart for the 
greater fecurity of the caftle, fome fccrct parti- 
fans of Spain took occafion from thence to in- 
iinuate, that he intended to deliver the fortrefs 
to the French, and was now preparing it for 
their reception. Thd people too eafily believed 
this injurious fuggeftionj and having taken 
up arms, they ran tumultuoufly to the caftle, 
with a refolution to expel the garriibn. Wil- 
liam immediately preiented himfclf before 
them. The fight of a pcrfon whom they had 
been fo long accuftomed to revere, joined to 
the evidence which they received on the Ipot, 
of the utter falfehood of that report which they 
had fo rafhly credited, appeafed the fury of the 
greater number, and quelled the tumult. But 
there were fome among them more audacious 
and malignant than the reft, who called him by 
the contumelious names of dcferter and trai- 
tor of his cotintry. This treatment, fo un- 
merited from a people whom he had laved 
from ruin, afFefted him in the moft (enfiblc 
manner. He admonifhed the magiftrates to 
take cognifance of the licentioufnels of which 
they had been fpedlators. But finding, that, 
on account of the great number of the guilty, 

they 
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they were afraid to cxcrcifc their authority, he ^ xvm 
left Antwerp, and retired into Zealand, after ^ ^ ^' m J 
having delivered diredtions to the magiftrates Ht m^it 
in writing, for the government and defence of ^^^^ 
the city, and nominated the Sieur de St.Al- 
degonde, chief mjtgiftrate, or governor, for 
the enfuing year \ 

W1LL14M did not intend, by changing the 
place of his rcfidence, to withdraw his attention • 
from the ibnthcrn provinces. He intereftcd 
himfelf as much as ever in their affairs, and 
meant only to provide for his own fecurity, and 
to remove the affcmbly of the Sutes (which was 
fummoned to meet at Middleburg) to a fituation ' 
in which the deputies would not be fo much 

^ Of the aiFe6lion of the marhime provinces towards 
the prince of Orange, and of the trail and conftdence whick 
they repofed in him, he received about this time, a confpi- 
cuous proof> by a refolution into which all the cities enter- 
ed, except two, of creating htm earl of Holland and Zea- 
land, with all tlv^ powers and privileges which belonged to 
that ancient dignity. How far , the prince himfelf cootrv 
buted to their* forming this refolution, does not appear 
from ^he eotemporary hidorians. It did not contradi^ 
the treaty between the United States and the duke of Aq« 
Joa; as> by that treaty, the maritime provinces had only 
bound themfelves to contribute their fliare of the public 
cxpences. Yet it was matter of fome obloquy againft the 
priiice» of whom it was faid^ that he had not been inatten- 
tive to his private int^reft* 

influenced 
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^30^111^ influenced by the efni0arics of Spain^ nor h 
i „ i^.^ . .w much dliturbed in their deliberations by the 
, '^*^' tumultuous difpofition of the people. He flill 
employed all his intereft to reconcile the cities 
<^ Brabant and Flanders to the continiiance of 
the French troops in the Netherlands. And 
his endeavours proved cffeftual with Bruflcls, 
and fome other towns which lay neareft to the 
enemy J but Ghent, and moft of the other 
cities, remained as inflexible as ever, and re- 
folved never to admit the French within their 
. territories, or to be indebted to them for pro* 
te6lion. The States therefore found it necef- 
fary to give orders for the departure of thefc 
troops, at a time when every friend of his coun- 
try, who fufFered himfelf to reficdt on the cri- 
tical fituation of the confederacy, thought that 
the provinces ought rather to have made con- 
ceflions to Anjou and the French king, in or- 
der to induce the latter to augment their num- 
ber. Biron put them on board tranlports at 
,Birvliet, and thence conduced them by fea to 
France, 

Auguft*7. The Spaniards were now at liberty to pur- 
fue their conquefts almoft without oppofition. 
Farnefe immediately formed the blockade of 
Ipres. AUoft was fold to him by an Engliih 
and Walloon garrifon for the payment of their 
aircars,. The country of Waes, and the town 

of 
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of Ruplcmonde on the Schcld, were fubducd, ^^vm^ 
and Zutpben too was taken by furprife; the s -^^»- \ j 
confequence o^ which was, that the Vcjuwc, an ^^^' 
cxtenfive territory between the Iffcl and the 
Rhine, was laid open to the incurfions of the 
enemy. 

Im the mean time the fecret partizans of 
Spain were daily increafing in Bruges, Ghent, 
and other places. Many perfons had declared 
thcmfelvcs againft Anjou with fo much vio- 
lence, that they dreaded his return. Many 
were intimidated by the rapidity of the prince 
of Parma's conquefts. Some having been inr 
trufted with the public money, were afraid of 
being called to account for their management 
of it by the prince of Orange, and the States^ 
and all of them were allured to their firft alle-» 
giance by the moderation with which Farnefe 
treated fuch as had already fubmitted to him, 
and the ftr'ift fidelity with which he adhered to 
his engagements. 

Among the perfons who, prompted by thcfe 
motives, were defirous of again reducing their 
country under the Spanifti government, the 
prince of Orange had the mortification to find 
his' brother-in-law, count Heremberg. This 
nobleman, weak, inconftant, and governed by 
his wife, who was the prince's filter, but had 

for 
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^ XYHL*^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ variance with her bro- 
w-^^j* dier, had formed the defign of delivering the 
'5'S' province of Guelderland, of which he had 
been appointed governor^ into the hands of 
the Spaniards, His plot haying been dcteded 
before it was ripe for execution, he was fcizcd 
and imprifoned by an order of the States. But 
having been afterwards fct at liberty upon his 
parole, he gave irrefragable proof of his guilt 
by flying over to die enemy. 

Tmcherj The prince of Chimai's intrigues in Flanders 
JJi^of were more fuccefsful than thofe of Hercaiberg. 
He was eldeft fon of the duke d'Arfchot, and 
had been educated in the catholic faith; but 
ifome time before the prefent period, he had 
openly profcffed the reformed religion, and 
attached himfelf with much apparent zeal to 
the party of the prince of Orange and the 
States. Confcious that both his religion and 
patriotifm were mere grimace, he had laboured 
with confummate artifice to remove any fuf- 
picions that might be entertained of his fince- 
rity. He was perpetually furrounded with the 
proteftant minifters, with whom he lived on 
the moft familiar terms ; and he publi(hed an 
apology for his condqft, in which, with the 
higheft encomiums on the proteftant faith, he 
mingled the bittercft inveftivcs againft Philip, 
bcftowing on him every reproachful epithet 

which 
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which the moft implacable hatred could fug- ^^y^^^ 
geft. By thefe means he had infmuated him- 
fclf into the favour of great numbers of the M??' 
proteftants, and particularly thofe of Bruges, 
who conferred upon him the government of 
their town. The prince of Orange, having 
received information of a fecret correfpondence »s«4- 
which he held with the catholics, had at firft 
attempted to diffuadc the people of Bruges 
from elefting him their governor, and he now 
gave fecret inftniftions to the magiftrates, to 
employ colonel Boyd, a Scotch officer, who 
commanded one of the regiments in garrifon^ 
to deprive Chimai of his authority. Boyd 
affcfted to enter heartily into the plan propofed, 
but he betrayed the magiftrates, and gave imme- 
diate information of their defign to Chimai'j 
who, through an artful mifrcprefentation of theiir 
conduft, was enabled to expel them from the 
city. He. then put others into their place who 
were devoted to his intereft, and ftill pretended 
all his wonted zeal for the reformed religion, till, 
having obliged many of the principal citizens to 
withdraw, he made himfelf maftcr ofthe tpwn, 
and then delivered it to the prince of Parma, May. 
upon condition that the prince Ihould confer 
upon him the government of the province. 
To the obtaining of this requeft, which was 
grahtcd by Farnefc; and confirmed by Philfp, 
Chimai thought himfelf the better intitled, as 
he had contributed in the fame perfidious 'man- 
gier 
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^xvns^ ncr to the rcdu<aion of Iprcs, which, after s 
c- -v - ' »i# blockade of nine months, had htely been obliged 
^^*^ to fiirrcnder. Not long after thb he threw otf 
the mafk of religion, and both he and one of 
the proteftant niinifters, who had been a prin- 
cipal ^ inftrument' of his deceit, publicly: ab» 
jured Calvinifm, and declared thcmfclvcs con* 
rerts to the popifli faith'* 

An attempt of the fame nature with that of 
Chimai on Bruges was made by Imbiibj and 
others agents of Farnefe, to reduce Ghent and 
Dcndrcmondc under the Spanifli power. In 
order to fccond their endeavours, the prince 
pf Parma had pitched his camp between GhenC 
and Bruges ; but the plan which had been form- 
ed for the furprife of Dendremonde was difco- 
vered, and Imbife, the principal contriver, who 
was chief magiftrate of Ghent, a fadtious and 
turbulent old man^ was condemned and exe- 
cuted. 

Deithof During thefe tranfaftions, the prince of* 

Anjon. Orange was employed in cftablilhing a thorough 
reconcilement between the States and the duk€ 
of AnjoUj whofe return with a numerous army 
William confidered as the only remedy for iht 
increafing calamities of the commonwcal^hi 
There was more reafoh now than ever tocxpcdl 
that Anjou would foon be able to fulfil his en-a 

* Meterea, p. 3J17. Thuanus^lib. hxlx. c. xv. 

'gagcmcnts# 
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gagements. Through the quccn-mothcr's in- ^xvni'^ 
terccffion, Henry had openly declared his re- w ,^^m ^ 
folurion to exert himfelf with vigour in the fup- *^^^ 
port of his brother's intercft in the Nether^ 
lands. An ambaflador had been fent by the 
States to congratulate with the Duke on this 
dcfirable event, and to acquaint him of their 
having confcntcd to certain conditions which 
he had propofed. His joy on this occafion was 
extreme, and he now indulged the moffi flat- 
tering expcftations; but he did not long fur- 
vive thcfc events, which gave him fo much 
plcafure* Having never enjoyed perfed health 
fince the hkrdftiips which he underwent in his 
rttrtat from Antwerp, he was feized about 
this time with an illncfs which might have Beginnii« 
been eafily accounted for, from the unfound ^^J"***- 
ftate of his conftitution ; but which, agreeably 
to the practice of the age, was attributed to 
poifon'. Whatever was the caufe, he died in 
great pain, at Chateau- Thierry, on the lodi 
of June, 1584, at the age of thirty. 

« 

StrcH was the conclufion of the rcftlefs life of Hischatac. 
this prince, whofe w:eakncfles and vices were ^^^' 
equally pernicious to himfelf, to the Nether- 
lands, and to France. Improvident of the fu* 

* It was fuppofed to have been given hitn hy his phy* 
BmsLiif bribed by the court of Spain. 

I ture> 



Digitized by 



Google 



4i6 HISTORY OF T)fiE. REIGN OF 

BOOK ture, and unable to judgtt for himielf^ he was a 
Cii— i^-i,^ flavc to the feltifli purpofes of others^ as well 
'3*4- as to his own humour and caprice. He leems 
likewifc to have been incapable of difccrning 
the merit or dd merit of thofe who approached 
him, or the foundnefs or folly of the counfels 
which they offered, ilt was not void of friend- 
Ihip or attachment, aiid he was adive and am- 
bitious i but he was entirely deftitute of that 
patience, ftcadinefs, and refolution, which arc 
neceffary in carrying on any important cnter- 
prife ; and his condu6t towards the United Pro- 
vinces above related, too clearly juftifics what 
was (aid of him by his filler Margaret, that if 
fraud and infidelity were to be baniflied from the 
earth, there was in him a ftock fufHcient from 
which it might be foon replenifhed^ 

Affaffinati. Yet his death, at the prcfcnt crifis, was a 

^«^ reafi calamity to the people of the United Pro- 

orange. vinccs; but the memory of it was foon effaced 

by a much greater calamity,, which in a few 

weeks afterwards bqfel them, in the death of 

the prince of Orange ; againft whom one of 

thofe atrocious attempts, to which Philip's pro- 

fcription gave birth, proved at laft fuccefsful. 

• It- was planned, and afterwards executed in 

Delft, by Balthazar Gerard, a native of A^'ilk- 

* Bcndvoglio, 275. Davlla^ U vi. hd 
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•fans in Burgundy. This man, in order to fa- ^xvhl^ 
cUitate his admiflion into the princp^s prefencfe, 
had called himfclf the Ion of a Freiich ' |)ro- 
teftant, of the name of Guion, who had fufFered 
for the fake of his religion. By this fiftitiouiS 
account of his extraftion, joined to an artful 
afFedation df zeal for the reformed religion 
and the fcrvice of the States, he became known 
to the prince ; and William was fo f^ deceived 
by this impoftor, that he put him into tht 
train of an ambaHador to the court of France. 
This mark of confidence did not divert him 
from his ungenerous defigm on the contrary, 
he had no fooner returned from France, than 
he refolved to carry it into execution ; and hfe 
would have done fo, as he afterwards declared, 
on his firft arrival, when he was admitted with 
letters into the prince's apartment, if he had 
not nttglefted to furnilh himfclf with arms. 
But in a few days after, having returned to the 
palace, on the pretence of applying for a pafT- 
port, he placed himfelf at the door of that 
apartment, in which the prince was at dinnet 
with his wife Louifa de Cologni, and his filler 
the countefs of Scwartzenburgh, and waited 
there, with a cloak caft round him, till they 
were retiring into another room. The princeft, 
obferving him look confufed and pale, was 
greatly alarmed, and enquired what he wanted. 
He comes for a paffport, anfwcrcd the prince ; 
Vol. Ih E c when 
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*xviu ^ ^^" ^^ aflaflin, ftcpping forward, £hot him 

u-^-L> in the body with a piftol loaded with three 

*^'^ balls. William had time only to fey, « God 

have mercy on me, and this afflided people : I 

am gripvoufly wounded/' Iipmediatcly after 

which he fell down, and m a few monients af- 

juiyioih. terwards expired*; the princefe, ovcrwhehned 

with anguiih, looking on » whofe peculiar fate 

it was to fee her iecond hufband murdered, as 

her illuftrious father, and her firft hufband, the 

amiable Teligni, had been^ in the oiafiacre of 

Paris, fome years before. 

The murderer in the mean dme had ibade 
his efcape out of the pala/ce by a- back-door, 
and had almoft reached the ramparts. He was 
preparing to throw himfelf into the ditch, which 
was full of water, in the hopes of being able to 
fwim over, when he was overtaken by two of 
the prince's guards. 

Upon his firft examination he declared, that^ 
iix years before the prelcnt period, he had 
formed the defign of putting the prince to 
death; that he had then been deterred from 
his purpofe by his friends; that he had again 
rcfumcd it, when the king publHhcd his cdid 
of profcription ; that having been in the fervicc 
of Du Pre, fccretary to count Manfveldt, be 
had procured from him fome blank fubfcrip- 

H In the £fty*fecoRd 7ear of his ag«. 
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rions of the count's, which, in order to gain ^^ySr^ 
credit, he had delivered to the prince ; that he 
had communicated his defign to four jefuits in 
Treves andTournay, who afUircd him, that if 
he fhould die in the executipn of it, he would 
be deemed a martyr by the church. 

To thefc circumftances, after the torture was 
applied, he fubjpined, that the reward pro- 
mifed in the profcription had been his princi- 
pal motive ; that he had ipade known his pur- 
pofe to the prince of Parma, and had been de- 
fired by him to converfe with his feeretary^ 
Chriftophcr Aflbnville ^ that Aflbnville had de- 
fir^d hini to rcfleft on the difficulties which he 
muft encounter ; but had affured him, that he 
could not perform a more acceptable fervice 
cither to the King or the prince of Parma i that! 
he might depend, with perfcdt fecurity, upon 
receiving the money promifed in the King's 
cdidt of profcription i but exhorted him re- 
peatedly to, deny, in cafe of his being feized, 
that the prince of Parma had approved of his 
defign; although the prince, he faid, had in 
reality approved of it, and had confented to his 
uling the blank fubfcriptions, 

Wh£n he was inforirted of the fentcnce pro-» 

nounced againft him, in which it was ordained^ 

that his right hand fhould be burnt off, and 

£ e a the 
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BOOK the flefli of his body torn from the bones Ivith 
c.-^-iL burning pincers, he was at firft thrown into the 
^^^^ moft dreadful conftemation, and lamented bit- 
terly that he had fufFered the third of wealdi 
to betray him into an aftion, which had plung- 
ed him into fuch intolerable miferyj but he 
foon recovered his natural fortitude, and laid, 
that, far from repenting of what he had done, 
he was confcious of having merited the favour 
of God, and was fure of being admitted into a 
ftate of eternal happinefs. And in this temper 
of mmd he remained, both in the interval be- 
fore his execution, and in the time of it, during 
which he exhibited a degree of compofiirc and 
tranquillity that filled the fpedtators with afto- 
hifliment. 

The higheft encomiums were bellowed on this 
deluded wretch by the popilh ecclefiaftics in 
the fouthern provinces; and in many cities 
they would have lighted up bonfires, and cele- 
brated public rejoicings, if the confcnt of the 
people could have been obtained; but even 
the prince of Parma's troops refufcd to join in 
thefe rejoicings, and openly declared their con- 
demnation of an aft, which they found repug- 
nant to the diftatcs of their hearts, whatever 

• 

might be faid in juftification of it, on the prin- 
ciples of crooked politics, or the popifti faith* 
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It will be unneccflary to inform the reader ^^^^j ^ 
of the grief and confternation^ ^hich this me- s,,,^,^^^ 
lancholy event difFufcd throughout the confe- ^^^'*' 
derated provinces. Each perfon mourned as 
for his parent, his guardian, and friend, and 
felt for the lofs which the State had fuftained, 
as men are wont to feel for their private and' 
domcftic calamities. Being now deprived of 
the perfon whofe wifdom had, for many years, 
been their principal fupport, they conlidered 
themfelves as deftitute and forlorn, and were 
overwhelmed with the moft gloomy apprehen- 
fions of their future fate % . 

Never was any perfon better fitted than the charafterof 
prince of Orange for the difficult fituation in *^^p"^*^*' 
which he was placed, or better qualified for 
the arduous talk of delivering an injured people 
from the yoke of their opprefTor. Even his bit- 
tereft enemies allow him to have been poflcfTed 
of vigilance, application, penetration, and fa- 
gacity, joined with a peculiar dexterity in go- 
verning the inclinations of men, and in conci- 
liating and preferving their affeftions. To 
thefe accomplifhments both the hiftory of his 
life, and the teftimony of the beft informed- 
hiflorians, authorife us to add the virtues of 
fortitude and magnanimity, of juftice and equi- 

^ Van Metercn, p. 363. Behtivogllo, lib. xii, Thuanus, 
in hoc dnno. 

P c 3 ty. 
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B o o K ty, of patience, equanimity, and modcrationj 
Wi^y-lj which were never perhaps found united in one 
'^^^ perfon in fo eminent a degree*. Amidft all 
the variety of fortune which he experienced, he 
was never either elated or deprefled; but 
whether the events in which he was intereftcd 
were profperous or advcrfe, he preferved on 
all occafions the fame compofure and fercnitjr 
of foul. 

By a refpeftable popifli hiftorian ^, he is ac- 
cufcd of avarice and rapacity ; yet that author 
has not been able to produce a fingle fad: to 
juftify hi? charge. It appears not from any 
hiftorian, that he was ever guilty of employ- 
ing his power for the purpofe of advancing his 
private intereft, to the prejudice either of indi- 
viduals or the public. He always declined 
taking any concern in adminiftering the 
finances. He did not even exadt payment of 
the revenue which the States had appointed 
him ', and at his death he left his private affairs 
; fo much encumbered, that the States found it 
neceflary to make provifion for the fupport of 
his widow and children *• 

The lame hiftorian has loaded him with the 
imputation of fraud and hjrpocrify, of which, 

» Thaani Hiiloria. f Bcntivoglio. » Wickfort, lib. n. 
10 however, 
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however, no proof was ever given but general 
invedive, nor a fingle inftance of deceit pro- 
duced by his moft inveterate enemies. Before ^^ ^ 
his rupture with Philip, he teftified on all occa-- 
fions his difapprobation of the meafures that 
were purfued ; and after it, he afted uniform- 
ly the part of an open foe. He had no reli- 
gion, fay fome catholic writers, but what his 
intereft and ambition diftated. Yet he was de- 
cent and irreproachable in bis conduft, as well 
as pundhial in difchar^ng the funftions of that 
religion which he profeffed; nor do thefe au- 
thors pretend to offer any other evidence to 
juftify their furmifc, but that he gave up the 
catholic religion, in which he had been edu- 
cated at the court of the emperor, and returned , 
to that with which his mind had been tinftured 
in his carlieft infancy. His religion was not 
indeed of the fame fpirit either with that of 
thofe whom he forfook, or of many of thofe 
whofe caufe he adopted. It fufFered him not to 
regard either fpeculative opinions or external 
rites, as fufBcient ground for haralTmg and 
butchering thofe from whom he differed in opi- 
nion. But in an age of cruel gloomy fuperfti- 
tion, with which almoft all the companions of 
bis youth were deeply infedled, his religion, 
conformably to the example and precepts of its 
author, was mild, moderate, and humane. 
Nor was it to one feft of Chriftians only that 

his 
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BOOK liis moderation and humanity extended. As hcf 
ifai-^y^iLi did what he could, while he adhered to the ca- 
*^ tholic faith, to put a ftop to the perfecution of 
the protcftantsj fo, after he had embraced the 
reformed religion, he exerted his moft ftrcnu- 
ous endeavours to proteft the catholics from 
violence, and to procure liberty for them to 
exercife their religion as far as was confiftent 
with the public peace. To infer from this 
conduft that he had no religion of his own, is 
going a great deal farther than to aflert the 
lawfulnefs of perfecution; it is equivalent to 
maintaining that no chriftian can be fincerc 
who can live at peace with thofe who difier 
from him in his religious perfuafion* 

It is not to the purpofe which the popifh 
hiftorians intended to fcrve by their portraits 
of William's character, to fay of him that he 
was ambitious; in itfelf^ ambition merits nei- 
ther praife nor blame, but is culpable or laud^ 
able according to the end at which it afpires, 
and the means which it employs. But if we 
judge concerning the charaftcr of the prince 
of Orange according to this criterion, Jt muft 
be impoffible for perfons fo oppofite in their 
principles, as the catholic and proteftant hif- 
torians, to agree. 

If, with the former, we place . the rights of 
all fovercigns on the fame foundation, without 

diftin^ 
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diftinguiihing between an abfolute prince and ^ ^^ ^ 
the fovercign of a free people, and believe that ^ -^ ^Ji 
every prince is, by an indefeafible and divine *^*** 
right, intitled to cxercife a defpotic power over 
the religion and liberty of his fubjefts; if we 
believe, that, with the permiflion of the pope, 
a king may violate his moft folemn oaths, and 
that the obligations of his fubjeds to obedience 
remain in * force, even after every condition 
upon which they entered into them has been 
violated: if, with fuch principles as thefe, we 
judge of the charadtcr of the prince of Orange, 
it will be diHicult not to confidcr him as guilty 
both of perjury and rebellion; and in this cafe, 
the moft favourable verdidt that can . be paflcd 
upon his conduft, is to fay, that it proceeded 
from a criminal ambition. ' - 

But if, on the other hand, we regard the 
pontifPs pretenfions to the power of fetting mcti 
at liberty from their oaths as abfurd and impi- 
ous i if we regard the rights of fubje£t as no 
lefs facred than thofe of kings i if we diftin- 
guifh between a prince invefted with unlimited 
authority, and one whofe power is circum- 
fcribed by the fundamental laws of the ftate ; 
between a prince whofe right to his dominions 
is indefeafible, and one who obtained his fa- 
' vercignty only upon certain terms, which he 
fworc to fulfil, while his fubjcfts engaged to 

yield 
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BOOK yield their obedience on condition of his fiil- 
%i>— V— ^ filling them; in this cafe, our judgment of 
hH^ William's charafter will be extremely different 
from what it was on the former fuppofition. 
We Ihall not be fatisfied with barely aflcrting 
his innocence of thofe crimes of which hb ene- 
mies have accufed him, but ihall confer upon 
him the glorious appellations which his coun- 
trymen beftowed, of the father of his country, 
and the guardian of its liberty and laws, who 
gcneroufly facrificed his intereft, eafe, and lafety 
to the public good, and who, firft by counicl 
and pcrfuafion, and afterwards by force of 
armi, did more to refcue his feilow-citizcns 
from oppreffion, than was ever done in luch 
unfavourable circumftanccs by any patriot in 
the world before*. 

* William left ifTae* four fons and eight daaghters. Bj 

• ]iis firft wife« Anne of Egmont^ countefs of Buren« he had 

Philip-William, who was detained for thirty years a prifoncr 

in Spun ; and Mary de NalTaa^ who was married to count 

Hohenloe. ^ 

By his fecond wife, Anne, daughter of Maaricej ekdor 
of Saxony, he had prince Maurice, fo much celebrated is 
the hlflory of the Netherlands, and a daughter, named 
Emilia, who married Emanuel, fon of Don Antonio, prior 
of Crato. 

By his third wife, Charlotte de BourboB» daughter of the 
iake de Montpenitej, he had iix daughters* viz. 

I ft, Louifa Juliana^ who was married to Frederic IV. 
Eleftor Palatine. 

Zi» £lizabetli| 
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2i, Elizabeth, whom he gkve in marriage to Henry de la B O O K 
Tour, duke of Bouillon; and who, befides other children, , ^J^^' 
bore her huflband the celebrated Vifcount de Tarenne. ,584. 

3d, Catharine, who married Lewis, count de Hanan, 

4th, Charlotte Brabantina, married to Claude, duke de 
la Trimouille, to whom flie bore the celebrated countefs 
of Derby, who diftinguifhcd her felf during the civil wars in 
England; and from whom are defcended the prefent noble 
families of Derby and AthoL 

5 th, Charlotte Flandrina de Naffau, who embraced the 
Catholic religion, and died abbefs of St. Croix in Poiticra# 
And, 

6th, EmSia de Naflaa, who was married to the duke of 
Lanlbcrg, 

By his fourth and laft wfe, Louifa de Coligni, daaghtcf 
of the great admiral de Chatillon, William had one Con, 
Henry-Frederic, who fncceeded his brother Maurice ift 
the principality of Orange, and in his authority in the 
United Provinces. 

Befides this numerous offspring, William left a natural fon, 
Juftm de Naflau, who was highly refpeded for his bravery 
and condud, was intruded with feveral imporunt conw 
ia«i4s, and is often mentioned in the feqael, ^ 
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